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j WORD to the Reader is fo Cw 
> fiomary d Civility that, if I had 
1 no Occafion for any Preface to this 
Second Volume, either with Re. 
gtrd to My Self or My Corref- 
pendents, yet ft will be expelled by every One 
who meets with this Collection, that the Book 
fbottld open to him^ as one would open a Door, 
with fome Manners', and that he be introdu- 
ced into the Company, and led to the Enter' 
tainment her* defign'd him, with fome Token 
of RefpeiJ. 

I therefore take this Opportunity to congra-* 
talate my Readers upon the many Excellent 
Pieces fubliflfd of late, which have done fo 
much Honour to the Ftrft profeis'd Defigri 
of this Paper. The Author is far from any 
A 2 Chagrin 



Chagrin to obferve} that the main Principles 
with which he. fef out, are fupported by Learq- 
ing and Good Sence, every way Super war to 
his own. I may venture to Jay for my felf, 
that no Man in the World is more devoted to 
the Service of the Protejlant Caufe and Inu- 
re ft ; But I am fenftble I could not, on this 
Account, have hop^d for that Regard my Wri- 
tings have met with, had I not beenfo Happy 
as "to be on the fame Side with fome of the 
bejl Writers of the Age. 

As to the Eflky way of Writings which 1 
am fallen into, y tis encouraged, both by the 0- 
pinion of fome of the Bejl *jtidges, and the 
Demands made from fever al Parts of the 
Country, as frell as the City, now for Two 
Years. -I Jball only add further, corner ning 
the Papers here collected, that I. hope the* VJe- 
fulnefs of the Arguments, and ' Variety of the- 
Matter, will afford a Profitable Entertainment 
to fuch as read with Candour ; and, in the 
great Inflames at fr/i propofed, may be fer- 
ry iceable to promote the Good of Mankind, 

The Author mufi here, tnce for a\l % requefi 
of his Readers, that they will excufe the many, 
Errors of the Prefs. In his Cafe they. 4*<\ 
unavoidable. His Refolution to remain un- t 
known, has obliged him fometiptes to trujl his 
Papers to the Corre&ion of thofe, to whW 
it might bejl fuit the Puhlifher's Conveni* 
cnce to fend them. And fometimes^ not ha- 
ving, 



•ving Leifure to tranfcrifce thofe Things which 
his Friends and Correfpondents have writ. Hi 
has been forced to fend at the fame time, fuch 
very different Hands to the Prejs, as ferves 
to make Come Apology for the Printer as well 
as Himfelf. But Tie has alfo been obli£d to 
employ feveral Printers ; fome of which have 
done their Part much better than others : Th<t 
tie has all along been willing to bear wHh ma- 
ny Things in Them, rather than difcover 
Himfelfi 

Thofe Letters which now lie by the Author, 
particularly One from Norwich, and Another 
from Exeter, Jbafl have a due -Regard fhewn 
to them, as foon as a Proper Occafion offers. 
And thofe of my Correspondents who are will- 
ing to jerve the Publick, by contributing an} 
Thing that may render .Thenjfelves Conside- 
rable, rvhilfi they allow Me to lie concealed, 
may expetf all the Reputation this Paper is ca- 
pable of giving them. To this I cannot for* 
- bear adding, Tho* I do not think my own 
Name of any great Importance, yet 1 fbould 
think it an Ornament to thefe Eflays to have 
bad the Liberty of inferting fome other Names 
to which I am indebted. However, this I 
fbaU JIM take Care <f, to oblige All thofe who 
are pleased to communicate any Thing that may 
Jerve my Defign (according to my frfi Adver* 

tifement) by following their own Directions. 

• i ' ■ ■ , . . i. • . . 

*" " .4 . 
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A Taile of the Contents of the 
Fitfl d«i Second Volumes 
oj the Occafional Paper. 



Voi.L. 

Numb. I. -<*« Efiajf to* Bigotry 

TH E Defign of the Occafional Paper, jp. 1, 2* Na- 
ture of B*gotrf,p. 3. Whence it proceeds, p. 4* 
Inftaoces, in which it is exprefs'd, p. 5,-*— 12. 
Great evil of it, p. 12,— 14, Remedies againft it, p* 15, 
16. Excellence of the oppofite Temper, p. 17, 18. 

Numb. II* Tfc CbaraStr of a Proteftant, 
Falfe' Pretenders to the Name, p. 5. Rife of the 
Name, p . 6, 7. Principles of the firft Protefters, p. 8# 
How the Name came to bo derived to others* p. 9. 
Defcription of a Proteftant, p. 10. His proper Prin<* 
ciples, *. 10,— 1 5. CbiUingwortVs Recount of the Reli- 
gion of Proteftants, p. 1 5,-17. Oppofition to Popery 
but an accidental Part ot his Charafier; his, Princi- 
ples dlfclaim any thing analogous in rrotefttnt, p. 17% 
— 20, The Advantage which would enfue on Prote- 
4ant Principles prevailing, f* 2T, 22. 

Numb. HI*- Proteftant Principle* Concerning Civ it" \ 

Government, &c. 
On what Occafipns thefe wece declared, ^.-4.. Wha< 
fhey were with refpeft to the P&pal Incroachments on 
Civil Power, p. 5. What witfc refpeA to them wtoo d$« 
nied the Lawfulnefs of Civif Power, p. 6, 7. What 
With refpeft to Governments which perfecuted the Re. # 

formation, 
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Formation, p. 8. Their Expreffionson thefe Occafion* 
not to be ftrain'd beyond their Defign and Argument, 

Difturbances in German] at the Reformation, pro- 
ceeded from Enthufiafm. or Sure Grievances, and 
were opposed by the moft confiderablc Proteftants* j , 
li,*— 16. 

Civil War in England qccafion'd by State-Grievances, 
p. i8,-*o. Warmth of Difpute about CJmrqh. Govern- 
ment owing to illegal Proceedings of Xaud, p, 21, i2 f 
When it became a Rebellion* all wife Men, particularf 
ly the Presbyterians > declared their Abhorrence of it, 

1. 23, -34- „,-*-.. 

Supplement to Numb. Ill, 
Power of depofing Kings, a Do&rine of Popery, f% 

2, 3. King George has as good a Title . to the Altey 
giance of the Subjefo as King CbarUs the firft> p, 4* 
— $. Rebellion againft His prefent Majefty aggrava- 
ted beyond that againft King Charles, p. 7, ?. 

Numb- IV. An Expedient for Teace among all Frotcfiants. 

The Proteftant Temper, joined with Proteftant 
Principles, the Remedy of all our Difordejp, f . 4. A 
Draught of that Temper and dwfe Principles, with 
their Confequences, ?• 4t $. ' The proper Eftabliibr 
meat of the Proteftant Religion, f. 5, 6. The Ene* 
mies of fuch an Eftablilhraent, »• 6, 7. 

Impartial Liberty, with Reipeft to private Perfons 9 
one to another, enjoin'd in Scripture, p, 7, 8. With 
Refpeft to the Publick in Church and State, p. 9, 
Church and State diftinft Societies. Mifchief of con- 
founding them* Mi. . 
• Bufinefs of the Magiftrate to take Carp of the Pub- 
lick Peace; p. 10. Who have no Right to a Tolera- 
tion, t. xi, — -ri«;. Who have, p. 16. Care of Souls, 
or Choice of Mens Religion for them, neither given 
to the Magiftrate by God, nor veiled in him by the 
People, p. 1 $,—19. Abfurdity of ufing outward Force 
in Matters of Religion, f. 19, 20. Mifchiefs of it, 

]*«*• V. 



Ntimb# V. The' -Excellence of Vertue appearing in a 
i. « . . Publick Character. 

Man to be confider'd both as a "Moral Agent, and 
as a Social Creature, p. 4, 5. The Odioufneft of Vice, 
and Amtablerrefs' of Vertufe in private Life, p. 5,-8. 
Both much more confpicuous, and of a more exten- 
five Influence in a Publick Charafter, . efpecially in Go- 
vernors, p. 9. The ill Effeft of Vice in Princes, berth 
to themfelyes atid Subjefts, />,.ip, — ri8. A-Repfre- 
fentatiori of theVertues of Prudence, Jufticej Grati- 
tude, Temperance, Fortitude and Goodnefs in Gover- 
nors, p. 18;— —2^. The Happtnef* of their Subjefts : 
The Confidence it muft give them, at Home;. and the 
Credit and Wbight abroad, j£ 27. The InfufHciency 
of other Ways, for the Safety and Grandeur of "Prin- 
ces; by Military Power, or Crfcft of Government, 
p: 28. ' This cdnfirm'd by the Jiiftory of the Reman 
Emperors, p. 2$. '..'•' jA 

Numb.. VI. The Danger of tkfi Church considered. 

By the Church fhould be meant the Church of Eng- 
land as by Law eftablifbed. Danger to this may 'be 
fuppofed to arife ■ 1— J 

From Infidels. Quaere, Whether any Reafon for this 
now ? And, how far it is meant in the Cry ? p. -3,— 5. 
* From fapifts* Left Danger now than formerly from 
that Quarter, p. ?. This apt the Intention of the Cla- 
tvour* The Papiifts and their friends principally taafce 
it, />. 6. ' 'Tis chiefly againft the beft Friends of the 
Church, p. 7. t It rofe higheft In the late Reign upon 
our Viftories over the French'; and produced aH the 
Meafu res . which alnioft delivered us up to Popery, 
at the end of that Reigh, p. 7,^-= — -13. 

From Presbyterians. None to be a-pprehended from 
the Convocation-Presbyterians, p. 14. No Danger to 
the Church, fhould the Diffenters Incapacities "be re- 
moved, p. 15; 19, 5 • 

The Rife of the Clamour, from Zejlc/s" Scheme of 
a Coalefcence- with the OalHcan. Church, p. 19,-24, 

Humb. VII. Tfx Nature 1 and Obligation of Oaths. 
How "the Enemies of the Government have varied 
their Opinion of the Obligation of Oaths, p. 4. What 

Men 
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Men oblige themfelves to,' by an Oath, v. 5. Impor- ^J 

tant Ends, to which the ufe of Oaths ferve, f. 6. 7. 
Ncceffary Obligation of an Oath, and the fad Confe* 
quences of Perjury, p. 8, — 10. Fallhood and Per- 
jury abhorred by the moft civilized Nations, f. 10, iu 
In what Cafes the Obligation of promiflbry Oaths i$ 
diflblved: In particular, how the Oath of Allegiance 
to K. JameslL was fo, p.i2,»t6- Such as take the Oaths 
to K. George, and yet remain Enemies to the Govern- 
ment, cannot be excufed from Perjury, J>. i&> *7* T1 Jf 
Objaftion, That they are under Force, anfwered, p. 18, 
—22. Proper means to preferve the Authority ot 

Oaths, ?. 22, ad fin. 

Numb. VIIL Letters to the Author. 

I. Some humorous Refleaions on the Four firft Fa* 

pers, p. 4, — 7. • . . _ r 

II. An Extraa out of Charron of Wifdom, in Prole- 
cution of fome Paffages in the Fifth Occasional Paper; 

III. A Letter from an unknown Author, exprefljng 
his Difpleafure at fome Paffages in the foregoing Pa* 
pers, thought to be favourable to the Diffenters, f i2 f 

~V A Letter from a' Diffenter, preffing the Author 
to fpeak more Home in the Diffenters Caufe, p. 15, 

——19 
V. # Aif angry Letter from one of Lejle/s Fraternity, 

p. 19, 20. . . , 

VI. A Letter of Congratulation to the Author upon 

the Defign of his Paper, p. 21,- — 24. 

Numb. IX. Of Cenfurt. 
What it is, p. 5. Sometimes vertuous and ufetul, p. 
6, 7. Some things, in which Cenfure (bould be whol- 
ly fpared. p. 7. Cenfure of Magiftrates and Statesmen 
con§der'd,/> 8. Of Speakers in Pubiick, and Authors, 
p. 9, 10. Of the feverai Profeffions of Religion, j>. 1 1. 
Of private Perfons, and in common Life, p. 12. Ule- 
fulnefs of juty Criticifm, p. 12, 13, H- When Cenfure 
is vicious and criminal, p. i4> a & §****>• 

B Numb. X. 
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Numb.X. An Expedient for Peace among all Proteflants, 

Part ld 4 
This Expedient (begun in Numb. IV.) carried inta 
tBe Church, p. 3. Scripture-Canons have & Right to 
ffet afide whatever ftands in the way of their own Ob- 
servation, p. 4. Several Caufes of Difference in Opi- 
nion enumerated, p. 4. Simple Difference in Opinion 
innocent; when it tuns to Animofity, criminal, p. 5. 
The AptoftoUcal Canons for Peace in Difference ofSen^ 
timents, p* 6, — « — 1 1. Threfe Propofals grounded on 
the foregoing Cannons, pi n. Confent neceflary to a 
Man's bfcing a Member of any particulat Church, p.t2. 
fevdfy Church inuft have a Right of judging for itfelf, 
and afting accordingly within its own Society, p. 13. 
But Temporal Force no Part of Church-Power, p. 13. 
14. TheSeiifeof binding ixAlob[ing % pi 15. And of 
Computing to come in> p. 16. Coercion in Matters of 
Religion, contrary to Reafon, Religion and a good Life* 
pi 16,* — »i8. And the Cstiile of Schifm,p. 19. Ad van • 
tageiofe^ual Liberty, /nfco,— — ~ 2 $- 

Numb, XL The Dwget bf the Conflitutibn tbnfidefd. 

Ill Corifeqiiehces of thg Abufc of Words ; particu- 
larly this of the Cohflituthny p. 3,- — 5. Senfeofthe 
Word as applied to the State, p. 5. Stri&ly applica- 
ble to our Form of Government, by King, Lords and 
ConltnoilS. p. 6, 7* , The Revolution not properly a 
Breach of the Conflitution, but a Return to it, p. 
8 — to; The Name of Conflitution fomettmes, but 
more improperly, applied to particular Lawseftablifh- 
fcd, p. iOi The Legiflature carniot bind itfelf from 
altering thefe, p. if. Though Tome LaWs have a pe- 
culiar Excellency; and it may be hoped will not be vi- 
olated by .a good Government* p. i£; The Excellence 
of a Conflitution to be able and ready to change Laws 
is there is Oceafion, f* 13-. This applied tx> the Sep» 
tenmal -##$ and the 5i*Tpenfiori of the Habeas Corpus All y 
jh 14, 15, 

Conflitution of the Church, as a religious Society, and 
as by La* eftabliflifcdj/* 16*. In the laft View alterable, 

p- 17, 181 
Abfurdity of -contending againft all Alterations, p 19. 

Numb* 



CO 

Numb. XII. Xemtrh #* « TsmpU*t t tmhmkd, The 
Church of LagUmi the %k Eacourager of Feet- 
Thinking, <&v. 

With a Xeuer *« tfe A#\xr, rcprefenting the dife* 
reut Coafcquences of Learning among as, aad amo*g 
the ancient Greeks and iom*m$ % f, 13, 14. This Diffe- 
rence owing to the different Methods of E4ocgtio& 
Theirs defign'd to make wifer and better ; Qun fp 
lift Men into Parties. Theirs to find out Truth : 
Ours to enable People to maintain a Set of Principles 
already fettled, f. 15* Several Reflections upon the 
Conduit of oar Univerfities, f. 16, &c. 






VOL. IL 

Numb. J. Of Oribodoxy. 

H A T it is in general, p. 3. When apply'd 
to Religion, p. 4* Scripture Revelation the 
Mcafure of it in Chriftian Religion, p. 5,6. 
i^^c^j^a By Degrees Men endeavoured to make their 
Wfeof Scripture pa%for thisMeafure. F rote flat ion 
tiiade again!* this Conduit at the Reformation, Yet 
Protectants b?ve falkn into it, p. 7, 8. No Foundation 
for doing fo, in Nature or Scripture* p. 9. TbePrar 
fiice an Affront to Scripture, and Difcouragement to 
the &tuij of it, p. iO; ii. Too great a Truft for falli- 
ble Mentis itfeif Perfecution, and the Source of every 
pther kind 9-f it* Has a Tendency to ftifle Truth, p. 
|2 , — 14. Arrogant in Papifts^ p. 14* Worle in all 
thofe who pretend not to infallibility. Worft of 3IJ & 
Piffenters from the National Eftabiiihment, p. 15. 

Remarks 




Remark* on a Paper, call'd, The Duty of holding faft 
the Form of found Words^ p. 16. £ffemj>ly at Weiimin^ 
fitr direftaB to Scripture as the only Rule of Faith, 
f. 17. Aflemblies of good Men may miftake the Senfe 
of God's Word, />. 19. Human Tefts of Orthodoxy 
not proper Means to preferve Unity and Peace, p. .20. 
Kot fleceflary to prevent Sceptieifntj p. 21. Or to keep 
bad Principles out of the Church, k 2 3. Or to give 
Denominations to Parties, p. 22. Difficult to defcribe 
Fundamentals in Chriftianity. No Miftake Fundar 
snental, but that which confifts not with a good Heart 
juid Life, p. 24. 

Numb. II, Letters to the Author 
Containing, 

u A Vindication of the Character of a Proteftant 
from modern Diftinftions, p. 4. 
3, Of the Roebuck Proceffion, ?*«. 19, &c*p. in 

3. Of franvaffing for Places, efpecially by Church- 
pen, p f to. 

4. Of the Jumble and Mifchief of unconnefted Ideas, 
p. 21. 

c. Qf the Diflenters writing little againft Popery in 
K, Jamefs Time, p r 35. 

Numb. III. Of Tlots. 
The Caufe of jhem, j>. 4. 5. Methods, whereby Pa- 
pifts, and High-fliers in Concurrence, have carried 
them 6ri againft our Government, p. 6 y — 8^ Methods 
pf Difcovery and Difapppintment, p. 8, — n. What 
Reafonthey haye ftlllcofear il| Succefs.p. 12,13. Plots 
no Refle&ion on Liberty, p. 14, 15. Hopes of feeing 
■Popery reftor'd, the true Realbn of their bold Perfe^ 
verance in plotting, p. i<5,— *i8. Thefc Hopes now 
greatly leflfcned, p. 19, 20.' What Pfe £0 be ijiade of 
their Difcovery, >. 21 , 8V. 

jfumb. IV. Of removing tf>e Incapacities of Diffenters. 

'' Incapacitating Afts either not formed at fir ft againft 
Protfcftant Diffenters, or intended to ferve very bad 
Pefigns, p. 4,— 8# Account of their Behaviour 
iindejr their Opprefliohs, p, 8, — 12. Ill Confcquence 
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of thcfe Incapacities to Religion, and the common Ia- 
rerefl of Proteftants, p. j2, 13. To the Interefts of 
the King and Nation, p. 14,* — -16. Advantages to 
the State in the feyeral Branches of it from the Re- 
moval of them, p. 17, — ^19. To the Reformation of 
Manners, p. 20. No Danger to the eftablilh'd Church 
from it, p. 21. But Service to it, by taking off the 
Odium or Perfecution, p. 21, 22. As.it will be for 
the Safety of the State, p. 23. As they will be a B». 
lance to the Jacobites, p. 24. The Diffenters Regard 
to the Church in Popifh Reigns, p, 25, 26. Jacobites 
more dangerous to the Church than Diffenters, p. 27. 
Afts in Force keep v not many Enemies to the Church 
out of Power, p. 28. Repeal of thefe Afts ferviceable 
to the Church, as the Jacobites are moft for the Conti- 
nuance of them, p. 29, 30. No Danger of Uneafinefs 
from it toanj true Friends of the Government; but 
only to its Enemies, whom it cannot oblige, />• 3 1, 32. 

Numb. V. Of Political Friendjbip* 
This underftood to be fettled in all Communities, 
between the Body and «11 particular Members, for 
Prefervation of Property , p. 3,t— $• The fame implied 
in Alliances between independent States, p. 5 . Private 
Intereft and private Opinion renounced in neither, p.6. 
The Term fometimes taken in a bad Senfe for Craft and 
Tricking, p. 7. 

Virtues required to true Political Friendjbip, p. 8, 

Remarkable lnftances of it, p. 9, 11. Grounds and 

Reafops of it, p. xi, 12. Hindrances of it, p. 13^-15* 
Advantages of it, p. 15.— —18. Mifchief of viola- 
ting it, p. 18. Danger of a falfe Pretence to it, p. 19, 
frc. 

Numb. VI. Of J3s of Grace. 
. They have their Rifefrom Royal Favour, p. 3, Dif- 
ferent Forms of them, p. 4. The Source and Reafons 
of them, p, 5, — 8. The good Effefts, which may be 
hoped to flow from them, p. 9, — j 1. Abufes they lire 
liable to, p. 12, 13. Regulations of them, which Pru- 
dence fuggefts, p. 14, 20. The Reafonablenefs of 

strengthening the H^r^ds of all the known Friends of a 

Gpveriv 
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Government, when A£fe of Grace are granted to its 
Enemies, j, 21, $f*. - 

Nttmb. VII. Tf?v Trtienfiow for an abfolute ?pmr pf 
the Church confident ; Being an Anfaer to fomt pf 
the moft confiderahle ObjeSiom againfi impartial Li- 
berty, 

That leaving People, to their private Judgment lifts 
been the Caafe pf ail Herefiee and Schifms, anfwered> 
/>• 5> — 8. 

That pnWick Opinions are marc Jikejy to be true, 
than thofc pf private Hen, cpnfjdered, p %. Wtet 
Deference we owe to publick Opinions, $ 9. 

That if it he right tp follow private Judgment, £r$ - 
ry private Opinion will be equally rigfct, ftewn to be 
inconclufive, |>, 9, 10. 

Why not fp fate to l£t other* interpret Scripture fpr 
me, as to do it for my felf, ^ f 10,— 18. How un- 
likely to come at the trite Seofe of Scripture by the 
Determinations of pjibUck Affeoabljies, p f 1 if~-~t 6. 

That People have up right to publilb a**4 propagate 
their Sentuaents, contrary to the publi<&OpifHP*s,sp4- 
fidere4> p. io, 20. The Pretence pf breaking Unity 
and Peace by it, obviated, p. 21,? 2. 

The Scriptures aUedged agaiuft ^partial liberty, 
explairiU, p. 23, 8V. 

Ntiqab. VIII- ff Refutation. A* Effitf* occafioned hy 
the Contr9ver£t be%m€» the Lord Bifbop of Bangor, And 
his Oppefers. 

Wherein Reputation confifts, p. ^. The Value of 
it, p* 3. The feverai Ways of injuring it, for moft ef 
which, Inftances given frojn the Attempts againft my 
Lord otBang*r 9 'f. 6, 12. A piore particular De- 
tail of the Couiie of Scandal ufed by the Bifhpp's An* 
tagonifts, p. 13,- — 19^ The Means pf fecuring a good 
Reputation, ift-*~"23« A Letter to the Author, com- 
plaining of thefe Attempts of Defamation, and flawing 
the Miichief of them, p . 24. 

Numb, IX. 
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tfumb.lX. Of focteiies fdr Reformation of Manners, 
pith in Addtefs to Magi fixates. 

A general Difiblutenefs of planners, deftruflive t6 
Communities, lluifies Truth, the Foundation of mu- 
tual Confidence atflofig the Mertibets, p. 4. Confumes 
their Richer, and lays them open to their Enemies, />. 
d. Endangers the Churdi to the laft Degree, p. 7,8. 

Neceflity of Confederacies or Societies to ftem the 
Tide 6f Nationa 1 V Ice. The Ufefulnefs of thefe appa- 
rent for carrying on all gfeat Defigns. Efpecially ne^ 
ceflary in this Cafe, p. 9,*— if. The Difcouragemeflts 
which may be expected in a Defign of Reformation, p. 
12, — 14. 

A Scandal caft upoft the Societies removed, p. 14,15. 
They have had fome encouraging Succefs, f. 16. Yet 
now at a ftarid from the Indolence or Enmity of too 
many Maeiftrates, /?• 17. 

An Addtefs to Magiflrates to do their Duty in this Mat* 
tet. As ifttrufted with the Care of the publtck Peace. 
As Chriftiari Magiftrates, f. 18, 19. As Lovers of 
theif Country, p • 20. As they often meet with Crimi- 
i nals wrought up to Capital Crimes by the Indulgence of 

lower Vices* p. 21- As they are to be fuppofed Friends 
of the prefer) t Government, and of the Proteftant Re- 
ligion, p. 21, — 26. The fad Confequences of fuffer- 
ing thefe Societies to disband ; which muft, if ever it 
come to pafs, be owing to the Magiftrates > p. 2;, 28. 

Ntimb. X. An Addrefs t6 *6e Cleriy* *" Relation to the 
Societies for Reformation of Manners* 
They have been excited to this by the Sermons of fe- 
veral Bifliops and principal Clergymen ; by the circu- 
lar Letters of Bilhops, and royal Proclamations, p. 4,-7. 
Clergymen peculiarly obliged to forward this Defign, 
from the Nature of their Office, the Character they 
bear, and the Doftrines they tfcach, p. 7,— j 1 . This 
would leffen the Occafiofis fef the Severity of the 
Churches Difcipilne* and prevent the Proftitution of 
Chriftian Ordinances, p* ii|—-i/» It would moft ef« 
feftually promote Union among Pfotfeftants, now re- 
commended from the Thfune, f. 17,-20. It would 
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raife the Reputation of the Clergy, p. as,— 22. And 

promote the Succefs of their Preaching, f, 22, tit. 

Numb. XI. Zctters to ibe Author. 
Containing Remarks on the following Pamphlets, 

1. The Church of Enghtidman's Memorial; Or, the 
Hiftbry of Comprehenlion and Toleration, p. 4. 

2. Dr. Cannon's Vindication of the Proceedings of the 
LowerHoufeof Convoca:ion, f. 12. 

3. Dovjfon's, Sufpiria Satra, p. 25. 

Numb. XII. An Effaf on the Pride of Authors, 

The Beauty of Modefty in Conversation and Writing, 
f- 1* 4- 

The ufual Foundations of the Pride of an Author, 
p, 5. The Learning of his Anceftors, p. 7, His o*n 
Dignities and Preferments, p, 8. The Reputation of 
the Subject he defends, p. 9. A Reputation already 
acquir'd, ib. A grateful Style, p. 10. An, Apprehen- 
sion that he is Mailer of his Subject, p. n. An Ability 
to give artful Turns to Things, f. 13.14. 

Ways of an Author's Exprcfling this. By menacing 
an Antagonist, f. 16. Infulting upun every fuppofed 
Miftake, p. 17- Commending mean Writers, to raife 
his own Character upon a Companion, p, 19. Con- 
temning valuable Writers, upon Reafons which cannot 
affeft their. Merit, p, 21, Dirainifliing Expreflions of 
their Abilities, p. 22. Odious Companions with other 
Writers, ^.23. Overlooking an Adverfary, p 24,— 20*. 

The Folly and Mitchief of fuch an arrogant Man- 
ner of 'Writing, p. 16. 

An Addrcfs to the Dean of Cbiehcjier, p, 27. 
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Chryfofi. in Ep. Colofi. cap. 3. Homil. o. 

Do*'* look far any other Teacher ', ffow Jtar/2 *j&* Oracles of God : 
None teaches thee like thefe. 

I choofe rather to regulate my Faith by what Go/ hath de- 
livered, than by what Man hath defined. 

Arch-Bifbep Wake's Commeataty an the Church Cate- 
chifm. lid. 9. p. 24. 

It is not lawful for the Church to ordain any Thing that is 
contrary to Go£s Word written ; neither may it fo expound 
one Flace of Scripture that h be repugnant to anoiber* 
Wherefore although the Church be a WUnefs and Keeper of 
Holy Writ, yet as it ought not ta decree any Thing againft 
the fame, fo befides the fame ought it not to enforce any 
Thing to be believed for necefftty of Salvation* 

Articles of the Ch. of EngU Article 20. 
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ORTHODOXY. 

jjRthodoxy is one of our moft fa- 
'■ vourite Words. It has near-up- 
' on as dear a Sound in our Ears 
i as the Church it ftlf. And in all 
! Reafon it ought to be valued and 
! efteem'd in its true and proper 
Tis, without Queftion, adefira- 
ble Thing, to have juft and true Opinions and 
Sentiments. There is certainly fuch a Thing as 
Truth : And in Matters of Importance it will 
amply reward the utmoft Pains of all who fin-^ 
cecely enquire after it. And there is a certain' 
Standard by which it may be try'd, «*.The true 
Nature and State of Things. Our natural Light is 
in common Cafes the proper Medium by which 
this maft be diiiovered ; and when we are guided 
wight by k, Mid form true judgments of Things, 
then are our Sentiments in common Matters, 
whether they relate to the Knowledge of Na- 
ture, or Civil Life, property Orthodox. The 
meaning of which Word^is nothing elfe but right 
Opmioa, be it about any Matter what (bever. 

But as Anairs of Religion are of the greateft 

Importance to Men, with. refpett to the Peace 

ofchiaLiffr, as well as the Hapguuifsof another* 

A 2 and 
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and Knowledge in Itelfgion muft k* r *vc?r laid as 

* a"Foundaaon fot all Religious Pra&ice ^ there- 
; fore •; right. Opinions about thefe Matters have 
' come,' in that part of the \\/orld that is Chriftian, 

to pafs more peculiarly under this Name. This 
is Orthodoxy. 7; 

A Word, you fe^ like thofe of the Church 
axjd^Conftitution^.cfi'r. ori^nally of a very ho- 
nest and well m^n&itflnfeiitian. ;; * . . * ') 
* -ButTtis "WordT of fuch gOTd*artdiraluable 
Meaning, that deflgnlng Men make Choice of 
-toamufeafnd delude the imorfe tfe0^$?riefi arid 
-innocent Pare of Mankind. Words of this kind 
-Tthe/affix fuchaSenftto^as ihall make them 
' ferve their owh Worft Purpofes of Ambition, 

• Luft of Power, and all kind of Oppreffion, Civil 
.and Religious. Thus has it happened tathis good 
Wewid >Of thodo^r. -Artful Men obfeftnng hovv 

^generally a- Love of Religion was attended with 

♦atfiigh Value for Orthodoxy, (a Lo*e of Reli- 

'gionahvays, indeed, Imply ingwliwA of Truth^ 

ftt . They have, by degrees, fdrchan^d the meaning 

r ^of the Word, as at length to fcrai' spate of it*n 

Engine to overturh-allthat was at firft honeftty 

and ? i$feFully intended, by it. ' ■■> — : h' •• • »•:. 

Truth ill Masters of Religion, 5 the fame m 
its general Notions -with all other Truths, ixung 
, nothing elfe but the Agreement of. our Nottong 
v wkh the true Nature and State of Things thofe 
•Thirigs, I mean, 'about which* Religion is con* 
'verfant. And 'asvnatural Light is the proper 
Medium by wfaieh we muft come, iat the Kaot*- 
-ledge df common Matters, fa had God^ouchi- 
iafed no iupernatural Revelation, we cou'd have 
comb at no Knowledge about • Matters erf* Rel%£- 
on, but by this natnAl Light.' By it We jnuft 
^ t • \ have 



few* mode our Enquiries in to Religion; by it a. 
lone we muft have, palled judgment, and deter- 
mined what to approve as Orthodox, and what 
to.condemn ag thecontrary. - 

Bat a Revelation from Heaven has been vouch* 
faPd to Men, in which the Omnilcient God, 
who neither can bemiflaken himfelf, nor deceive 
others, hath made Ipiown the Truth to us about 
Matters of Religion. Therefore we may iafely 
depend upon it, that what we are there taught, 
is Orthodox •, and that which differs from it muft 
come under it he contrary Character. Not but 
the Nature of Things is the original and primary 
Standard tf Truth Hill* but asthisjlevelation is 
admitted to come, from God, who Can neither 
be ignorant of the true. Nature of Things, nor 
impofe upon his Creatures, .we need go no farther 
dian this Book of God to know what i&Trutl^ 
and Error : Becaufe whatever is taught • for 
Troth there, we may depend upon the Credit of 
God for it, is agreeable to the Nature of Things* 
* But then we are to xememher, that this Re ve- 
lation .was vouchfafed for the Ezercife and Ixai 
prevement of ou* natural. Faculties, and not 
with any defign to sender them ufelefs. ^ For 'tis 
fay this Help that we are to came to the Know* 
Jedge of what God has taught us in this Revela- 
tion. We are not to expecb to have the Know- 
ledge of that which is contained in it in any fu- 
pernatural Way. For. had God intended in all 
Ages fucceedirtg the Apoftolical, to affift .Men 
fay immediate Inlpiration infallibly, to know the 
meamap of the facred Writiitgs, and to fecur* 
diem from all Errors and Miftakes, it wou'd 
nave been altogether. a vain and unrieceflary 
Thing fie hate committed thenuo Wntfcg. For 
* he 
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hecou r d with as ttuch safe tins Way fare oqmP 
municated the Matter, as the Senfe, of the Re- 
velation. It was written with this Defign and 
View, that we might feateh out die jnaaning ia 
that Way in which we enquire into the Sm& of 
my other Writings, viz.. By the diligent Ufe of 
our own natural Towers, and the other Hedps of 
teaming and Languages proper to tifift our 
'Faculties* ... 

If in this Way we peruiie it, epdeavour to *> 
quaiot our felves with its true leaning, &x& 
heartily and earneftly deiire the common and ax* 
dinary A^ance of God v without any Enthufi- 
aftick Expectations of ?n in&Uible (Guidance^ 
we are in a fure Way to be Orthodox in the 
Notions we form thence of Divine Truths: 
The Meafure of Orthodoxy is the JUrie of Rpii* 
gious Truth; and that is the Holy Scripture* 
Tfeefe alone contain an infallible* and therefore^ 
to us, a certain Account of the Truths that con- 
cern Religion. And accordingly this is always 
the Account of Orthodox Christianity in^thg 
Primitive Writers ; which AmAiut gives us id 
lew Words-, * T^lhll fumm diud CbzijlLmi mfi 
magiftri Chrijli, fumm Jtiigi* m Trincifit, ventM- 
tmres. We 'are called Christians, hecaufe upe^ 
take Cbrift alone for our Mafter and InfiraQxar^ 
our Ruler and King* 

But in procefs of Time, in . dise& Oppofifciari 
to this ftort Profkffion, Men fell into the Hvh 
moor of CreecUnaking. People took it ftrongly 
iototU% ifeads, they were apt fa mujphta b*» 
lie*e for themfekes, 4s to make a ^taith fiw 



* ■ . * 



*JUki*p. to«. 

others. 



(^ORTHODOXY. J 

other* Atfl Art die Scnfc of Orthddoxy ^as 

ftamefully perverted } and be Was the Ortho* «ft 

deKMan, not who agreed to the infallible Scrip? 

torn tbemfelves, but to the Scnfc fallible Men 

jnqtofed upon them : Not he who believed in 

Jdns Chrift, bat be who believed in theft* 

Cteed-Makers. 

At firft, as may be eafijy jmagni'd^ then* 
was a terrible Struggle to whom this lame Pri- 
vilege of ffauriping Orthodoxy &6a?d. belong* 
The contending Parties fought it inenfully* 
They made Creeds to fpight each odber : And* 
as Anathema's and damnatory Claufesf trertf 
che4p enough, they dealt them abottt very? 
plebtifeHy. 

in' the nrtan Tbro, lit* cunring Btthdps of 
^hmit were watching all Advantages to their 
ofar IncerAfl ; add at length they perfbaded tht 
CbfiAian World, to ftpprefe aH private Mints 
of Orthodcdtjr* and got thar fide Mint fix*d to 
the Place of their Refidemfe v and fettled the 
fete Right of Coinage' for the future in thetaw 
ftlves arid Succeflfore, is belonging to their fpW 
ritual jbgaftfc. 

At the Reformation Men ftein'd to feel ? * as 
WeB asiee, the Inconveniences of this Claim * 
aaft thfc many mighty Mifrhiefa that had enfira 
up*n it. To get rid of this Arbitrary Power 
that had been thus ufwrp'd over the Minds of 
Men, and to afleri to every ChrifHtn the jnft 
(thtf infringed) Right of judging for himfclf; 
wereaaaong the profefifed and moftv&luafeie End* 
of departing from Pcftry. 

They who proteAerf againft die Errors and 
Iacn>achment»oftheChurdi<tf JC^f, with erne 
$fa«b cry 'd up the Bible sb the ccdy Rule; 
: " : > *• : - > ■ • and 
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art* ipeyftt'Odd^A N an, JinfftttfW* 5 Inferptweho 
Thiy feemy-alt<^©ite:^od;invcb!$, that>tthtfr 
Sen^c^corimn'dairtiie^Q^i/iii M^attefeof) 
Religion^:: .'which -• tvas neteffery^iaf Jta khownj} 
They^^tuk^dedar^ and they: continue fUft fpnc 
ttoiatioft £aro:ita fay, , that e^ry andi*idufcif 
Chriftian, be he Layman or Clergyman,. l?re£> 
tipeefr Qb'Prriate, Ordinal orrPope, is a ftfli- 
We iMan^t and^nmy^felbin^y Errot-Si' And that? 
^eri iSvhraifrllibie Ghriffc^meetdn'a Court*/ 
ciJy ^x*4«her Brbymdal/ : Kteionafor Qeaam&r 
riicaA, : iwfonclfab^antl c^ropanod' their feveralT 
HaMibiHtieff,"6hay cann't mafaeiup one commons 
hj firihbiiity ; out of thbm^TTh^y may, afteb 
Prayer to God for his Direfrion, after moftibkj 
ftttagVitos jn«deof Love'ta Truths andlni- 
pBPtiality in their" fearches after it, iay,*kq?£ 
dwyJay^thr IforlyiSOTp^reB;befiDre them^Iairdo 
pcoiefs xo /fetch ; all- tpefr Sentiments iviRe^ > 
Itgicfc, thence, tb£y: may be; yet: ijuftakeri rfrid » 
i!ii(iofjTnith:andOitfco&%. : ..ij ; c-/i"f r »Ii 
- And yet byum unhappy turn of Tfa>ught^tfnaU'. v 
nyntvith thiVl^ateftation in - their ^Mouths, will i 
be forming Tefts of Orthodoxy foe otheirs^oo j 
vkich they WHi ri^nireXtedaaarions^f AifcAt, 
&Wcri^tiotiB/and fach other Metbodsjbf 'Safei-' 
tnUSon as&bd ittiHiferveito. continue in Meitfs * 
M^^.thef^^/tedNotidri 06 Orthodoxy; niq ? 
dbeft X^cmt rafli£tkm totheip asrdwed PrincipJes' t 
arid; Declaratbns in; this Cafe, they) *»li t)ind * 
<^i^tthfeir ^e«iments, * nay, and their iVeityM 
MhsiAs, upofr /their Brethren aq 1 die - Tefr >t*ft/ 
Truth ; to which if you will fcotrfiibfcrahe, < yi&Uo 
fiati be bi^uidW 'ttrith th* ^ 
y**> ftaU'bp^pfl&Uu£on die rWcrid under- tha " 
ipaftiiia^fbi arid fottid £lrfia$er 4 you'Mwfl*; 
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be jtiark'd outas a Wretch to be ihunnM, like the 
very Plague j as an Enemy to God's Truth, and 
to God hirnfeif. 

But there are various Confiderations, that 
will ferve to evince the Invalidity and Injuftice 
of fuch a Claim and Condu& as this : TJiat will 
fliew it to be at once unreafonable for any to u-* 
furp, and mean for any to allow or fubmic to^ a 
Power of this kind in fallible Men. 

There is no Foundation for it in Nature* For 
in this relpett, if in any, undoubtedly all Man-* 
Irihd are on a Level. He that pretends to di- 
ftate his Sentiments to another, plainly breaks 
in upon the tttoft univerfal Law of Equity j and 
doe* that by his Neighbour, which he wou'd be 
very unwilling any other lhou'd do by him again; 
And he who yields his Neck to this Yoke, eafi- 
ly betrays and gives up the moft valuable and 
unalienable Right of a reafonable Creature; to 
think for himfelf f fee with his own Eyes, and 
in every Matter to judge according to the befl 
(jght he can get of the true Merits of a Caufe. 

There is no Warrant for any thing of thisi 
kind in facred Writ. There every Man is al- 
lowed and required Co try for himfelf, and not 
to take his religious Sentiments upon Truft 
from others. There as nothing more oppofite 
to the Genius and Spirit of the Ghrifiian ' Infti- 
tution, than a Religion taken upon Content, It 
was the command of its great Author, to every 
Individual, Search the Scriptures ; it was the 
defire and advice of its firft Preachers the Apo- 
files, that all Ghriftian$ wpu'd for therafelves 
try the Spirits, whether they were of God 5 
prove allJThings, and hold faft that which^upon 
their ferious thorow learch and enquiry, flioutf 

B appear 
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appear to them to be Good, to be be& They 
were willing that what they fai4 fliou'd be 
look'd lnto,and examin'd, and that every one for ' 
himfelf fhou'dfee whether it was reafbnable, cre- 
dible, fit to be received or no. Confider what we 
fay. t fpeak as to wife MeA^ judge ye what t 
fay. This or ibmething of this kind was always 
their Language. They were far from being 
dilpleas'd, or (hewing any Refentment, when 
Perfohs took the Liberty of doubting, fo far as 
to canvafs what they communicated . to them j 
when they fafcr any Men trying' their Doftrines, 
Reafbnings, Inferences, by thofe Scriptures on 
which they pretended to found them. So far 
were they from being unealie and offended at if, 
that *to borrow Mr. Marvel's Expreffion on 
this Occafion, the 'Bert cms were ennobled by 
Patent, are mentioned with the htgheft marks of 
Efteem by one of the facred Hiftorians, becaufe 
they wou'd not credit Paul himfelf^ whofe Wri- 
tings make now fb great a part of the New Te- 
ftament, until they had fearcVd the Scriptures 
daily > whether thofe things were fb : And there- 
fore they believed, being upon their own enquiry 
convinc'd of the Truth of what was (aid to them. 

But this Praftice is not only without warrant ' 
from Scripture, but 'tis Hkewife the moft fig- 
nal Affront, and the moft injurious Refleftion 
that can poffibly be caft on thofe holy Writings. 
*Tis deny ing their Perfe&ion, 'tis fayingall necet 
fary Truth is not contain'd in them, or at Jeaft 
not in lb good and proper Expreflions as it ought 
to be: The Phrafes are more exceptionable, 
and more liable to be wrefted or miftaken, than 
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feme of our own. And thus it can never be 
confiftent with the Honour which is due to 
Chrift, as a Prophet. It looks as tho' we ap- 
prehended we know the Father, his Nature, 
Mind and Will, better than the Son did. Or 
at leaft cou'd cloath out as perfed Notions of 
Things, in better and wifer,and founder Words, 

than he was either able or careful to make ufe 
of. 

'Tis the greateft Difcouragement that can be 
thought of from reading and confidering this 
Revelation. If I can't underftand diem in my 
otfn Senfe, if there is any Danger, that with all 
the Care and Pains I can take in the reading 
them, I may yet be damnably miftaken in the 
meaning of them, Ifliallbe lefs thankful than I 
have hitherto been, that X have thofe Writing* 
put into my Hand in a Language I can under,, 
ftand. ^ 

If it wou'd be much better, I am fure it wou'd 
be much eafier for me to believe as others have 
done before me | to believe as my Fore-fathers 
believed. And this I cou'd have done without 
feeing one Leaf of the Bible my felf. I am latif- 
fy'd •, other People have read this Book before I 
was born, they had more Time, more Judg- 
ment and Learning than I have, to be fure 
th$y understood it right, I'll acquiefce in their 
Interpretation*, And while 1 am thus Ortho- 
doxly difpos'd, you had better let me fubfcribe, 
for fear if I ihou'd come to look into it my felf, 
I ihou'd have fbme Heretical Doubts ariiing in 
lay mind ; And then I Ihou'd fign with more 
Difficulty, with lefs Satisfaction. 
- And let not my Reader, imagine me in this 
jnerely to rally j for I affure him I am in earneft, 

B l when 
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when Hay I had rather have no Bible, than not 
have a Liberty of underftanding it as I think rea- 
fbnable. 

Let the Capacity, Furniture, Diligence and 
Honefty of Men be what they will j how uncom- 
mon foever their Pretences may be to one, or all, 
of thefe \ yet to make any Articles of Faith, or 
impofe their Senfe of Scripture upon other Men, 
is too great a Truft to be committed to themj 
unlels they have the Spirit of Infallibility. 
When once they are affur'd themfelves they 
can't err, and give the World fufficient proof 
they can't be mlftaken, they may be allow'd to 
call allthat agree with them Orthodox, and all 
that differ from them Heretics, but not till 
then. Wheii a Perfbn or Synod can fay it feem- 
eth good, it feemeth right to the Holy Ghoft 
and to us,they are much to be blamed who won't 
Jiften to every thing that comes backtt with 
fuch an Authority. But when fuqh a Guidance 
is not fb much as pretended, 'tis by no means 
modeft to expett an equal meafure of Regard. 

This Humour ofGreed- making and Creed-im- 
j>oflng is one of the moft grievous Inftances of 
Perfecutioh, and the grand Source of every o- 
ther kind of it. If it be only their good Opini- 
on of us, that our Fellow.Chriftians fufbend up- 
on Noii^afleht to their ConfeiKons of Faith,they 
in a very inhuman and unchriftian Way perf&- 
cute us : 'Tis in it felf barbarous, lkys Mr, 
Marvel, for thefe Faith-ftretchers^ whofbever 
they be, to put Men's Confciences upon the Tor- 
ture, to rack them to the length of their Noti- 
ons. ; - - •• ■• 

I underfiand the Words of another in the fame 

Senfe he does; here is ^he leatl harm don^mein 

-*../'■■' i * fub- 
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fiibfcribing : But even then I am made to do a need* 
left Thing merdy to gratifie his Humour ; which 
in Religious Matters I fliall ever account Perfec- 
tion. Or I underftand them differently ; judging ' 
his Senfe to be wrong ; in which Cafe, if I can- 
not be Orthodox without fubfcribing, I can*t be 
Orthodox without being Infincere. And is this no 
Hardihip, or too flight, now, to be calf d Perfec- 
tion? But 'tis true in Faflr, that Creeds, ConfeC 
fions, and Articles, have been in every A^e 
mad£ the Engines of the moil acknowledged and 
bloody Perfections. It can neither be deny'd 
nor conceal'd, that they have been generally 
made to entangle Confidence;, and contriv'd for 
fome Party-Purpofes \ worded fo as to reach the 
Intentions of flip tting out and taking in ; leveled 
againft the Perfbns, Eftates, Properties, Lives, 
ay well as the Reputation and Confidences of par- 
ticular Men, And tp ferve fuch Purpofes, car* 
ried not always by the Reafon of Things, and 
Strength of Evidence, but often by a. Majori- 
ty againft both/ And Truth, Error; Ortho- 
doxy, and Herefy, are but Words,' ordinarily 
{peaking^ in this Cafe, made ufe of to wrap up 
thefe vile Defigns. And then certainly, tho'a 
Man be required to give a Reafon of his Faith, 
yet he need not thereby look upon himfelf as 
oblig'd to give any Account of it to every fiich 
Demander, who evidently asks it merely with a 
Peiign to take fome Ad vantage againft him. 

Now, if this be thj? Defign of trying Ortho- 
doxy, by Human, Fallible Tefts and Forms, I 
believe it will be eafily granted me, thatthi? 
Notion of it muft have the moft unhappy Tenr 
llency to prevent and ftifle Truth. Tis the 
: greateft Enemy, and die moft effectual Imp*. 

dimeat 
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diraent to the making or publishing any new 
Difcoveries, how important, demonftrable, or 
ufeful foever they be. 'Tis a nobfe Security a- 
gainft growing Wifer, than thofe who went before 
us. With all the Advantages we have from their 
Labours, we muft take great care we go not one 
ftep further than they did $ not fo much as ven- 
ture to alter or explain a Phrafe which they have 
adapted and con&crated \ tho' perhaps it may 
have grown obfblete, and have much vary'd its 
Signification (as we fee Words will) fihce they 
made ufe of it. Truth is never to be come at all 
at once : And there 'tis moft likely in the great- 
eft Meafure, and with the cleared Certainty to 
be found, where Men are encourag'd to make 
the freext and moft impartial Search after it ; 
and the moft publick, unreftrain'd, and honeft 
Profeffions, when they think they have attain'd 
it. 

For thefe, and other Reafons like thefe, I 
can't but diflike the abus'd, narrow, and uncha*. 
ritable Notion of Orthodoxy, which has too 
Jong let Chriftians at variance one with another. 
I can't but difapprove of it, I fay, where-ever 
l fee it. 'Tis highly Arrogant in the Papifts : 
becaufe ^ tho' the Church of Rome ailerts, Ihe is 
far from proving, her felf to be infallible \ and 
therefore, <ho' flie is tolerably confident in 
palling her felf Orthodox, and alj that differ 
from her Hereticks \ yet flie may be out : There 
may be jgreat Miftakes in the Decrees and Gate" 
chi(m of Trent. But ftill I can write againfl: 
their impos'd Canons and Traditions with 
Ibme Temper, becaufe they proceed fairly. 
They fay the Bible, without their Gloffes upon 
it, )s not a fuificient and perfect Rule of Faith; 
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tad thft their Interpretations pf it are as infalli- 
bly true as die Word of God it fel£ Grant 
them thefe Principles on which they go, and 
then they argue juftly, that a Man rauft believe 
all that their Church believes in order to deno- 
minate him Orthodox,' 

But that Men who feparate from this Church 
on the foot of a private , Judgment v that pre* 
tend to no Infallibility, and own the Bible to be 
a perfeft, adequate Rule, that needs no Ad- 
ditions to eke it out, and make it a complete Di- 
rectory • that Men that live and breath upon this 
Principle, and can juftify their own Conduit by 
nothing elfe; that they, while they are engaged 
in a pretended Defiance to this implicit Faith, 
fliou'd yet make their own Sentiments, and dart 
ling Opinions, the Standard of Truth and Or* y 

tbodoxy , is both an Iniquity and a Folly not to be 
endured. I have often thought it looks ? little 
oddly in our Church, in her Articles to aifert ^//£m //>, Jo Jim 
the Scripture is the only Rule, and th*t Mea^; />,, „ ^4 X t 
muft judge ibr themielves, and then* at the jf s </„,;,„ j, 
fiune time to claim an Authority to the Church ,/ ' y " ', ." / ] 
in Matters of Faith; This doe? not look, \'*f*J>>-' 
waft confefi, as tho' ihe were altogether fo 
ronflftent with her (elf, or $6 great and gene* n 
n>us an Encourager of Freedom of Thought, as 
Icori'd wiih. 

But thofe^hat Diffent from her, tho' they go 
on the lame common Principles in their Recefs 
fiom R$me y yet have pretended to carry this 
dieir Notion of Liberty in Religious Matters 
fomewbat further than the National Church has 
thought neceflary. At leaft, I am fure, they 
havp node a greater Noife about; it. By their 
Talk, and their Writing, one wou'd be apt to 

think ' -- •-. 
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think that all other Chriftians befides tB&mfelve? 
were either Tyrants or Slaves. They were aU 
moft the only Peribns who never ufurp'd, orfiib-* 
mitted to any Power of this kind. With them 
every degree of it has been reprefented as Anti-* 
Chriftian. And really, by what I have obferved 
of late among fome of their leading Men, I was 
ready to envy them. I was jealous they wou'd 
have exceeded 41s in averting Liberty in Matters 
; of Opinion, and in managing all Differences of 
this kind with Temper, Charity, and Forbear- 
ance. But if one fhould judge of them as a Body by 
an unregarded Piece from that Quarter \, they, 
are as warm and zealous for Orthodoxy, and 
can be as rude, as unmannerly, as unchriftian; in 
their contending for it, as their Neighbours. This 
difconcerted Body, crumbled into numberleft 
Parties and Divifions, agreeing as little with one 
another, as with theChurch ; they fbrfooth, have 
a Teft of Truth and Error too : Tho' they plead 
for a Liberty of Diflen ting from every body elfe, 
yet they wou'dfain, it feems, keep others from 
exercifing their own Judgments, in fallowing the 
Diftates of their own Minds. If we may take 
this Author's Word, they generally thkik the 
Ccnfejjlon of the AlTerably of Divines, and their 
Catechifmsy fiich Forms of found Words as e* 
very Chriftian is obliged to hold faft } and to be-t 
Jieve as well as his Bible; or elfe he is not Or- 
thodox. I know the DifTenters too well, to think 
this is their Opinion a? a Body. The doughty 
Author of this Performance, I take to be a Man 
of -much the fame Make, and I hope of as incon- 
■■ 11 i f . 11 • 1 1- \ i 

Q v l f <&* Duty of bof&ngfdffi the Form of found Word* Pri*- 
' ffidfbiy.CUrk 
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rager of Free-Thtnklng is in the Church; 'whoffe. 
Pap?r I <jorJider'd in, my Jaft. : 

^tlan* &jry there itoiild be* among thole 
flre^uo^, Actors of Religious as well as Civil 

ym*kx Wf! 9F? ty^&tyl&favt ^P ^ ofa 
Copne^,j^i^.j^r^:endiqg tp a Dominion over the 
F^h a^iCpij&iences of otKe^ JVIen. 
Ji Wojrofo$f. the Set ofj^en He jgofefles 
fjjfh a Veneration for, had too great a regard 
£q the £rioq;pIes of Choftian Liberty, and too 

ar/^at^ a vaJip fpr t{je Scriptures, to pretend to 
;t th/^ir wa Compofures, cm a level with them ; 
or to walce them a ftule to tj-y $jie Scriptures by. 
^"pr toys J find tfrerq expreiEng themlelves* 
The fufrqpe Judge by. which alt Controversies of 
2(/%*fff ari to be determind\ and sill Decrees of 
Cw&cils $ Opinions of aniient Writers 3 Doftrines of 
Men. 4ffdprivAt$ Spirit's are to be examind : and 
tn whole, Sentence we are to reft, can be no otfar 
than the holy Spirit fpeqkwg m the Scriptures. A- 
gjree jbly t$ what they fay in the Anfw'ertdiKfe 
lecond Qiieftiori in thgir Catechifin. '■ The WorA 
fjGod wfeiqb h contained in the Scriptures of the Oli 
And New Teftamcnt, is the O N LT Rule, &i* 
By whjcn one wou'd be ready to conclude, that 
y wou'd be far from reckoning their, oM/ A 
i&ftion as "worthy of regard, and as neceftary 
to be betiev'd and held faft, as the Form of 
Sound Words delivered by an Apoftle; Thofe 
that were Men of any Piety or Learning among 
them, wou'd certainly have abhor'd the thought 

I I f I J I I II II I l« I ' ■ ■ M J i l l ! I f ill I J II 
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of thus by Confequenee hoifting tbemielves up 
to an Equality with the iirft founders of Chri- 
ftianity. 

But fo has it happened to them, as it even has, 
and will happen to all fuch Aflerablies of Men. 
Let a Convocation, Afiembly or Council, fhew 
eVer fo much Regard to the Holy Scriptures 
themfelves \ tho' as in the third General Coun- 
cil at Ephefus under TTieodofius, the Holy Scrip- 
\JsjeU, tures an* with the greateft Solemnity and Since- 
rity placed in an emjnept Throne, toprefide, 
and be as a Guide to all their Controverfies j yet 
thofe that come after them, if they don't place 
their Decrees in the Room, they'll find a 
place for them by the Side of the Scriptures. 
However honeftly the Council may mean all 
their Labours as a Comment, and an Help to 
underftand the Text j yet fbmetimes defigning 
Men will reprefent them, fbmetimes weak Men 
will miflake them, for a part of the Text ; or 
which is the fame Thing, of equal Value and 
Authority with the Text it felf. 

And thus 'tis infinuated, by tfcis Believer in 
tlie jijfembly, Chriftians may w$ll do with re- 
ipefl: to their Writings, tiecaufe they annex 
Paflages of Scripture, to what they afiert, as a 
Proof. As a Proof, of what? That they were 
infallible Interpreters of Scripture ? no, by tio 
means: And as a Proof that they were not lb, I 
xftuft remind this Man of a Paflage I meet with in 
the Hiftory of th<5fe Times. 

Ill the Aflembly at Wefirninjter, (whofe Works 
are now fo much admired, after that our Church 
has Jhown her Contempt of them, and the Civil 
Courts treat them as pieces of Superftition) 
there were divers Members of both Houfes of 

Par- 
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Parliament ; and among the reft one Mr. Selden, 

who upon their Citing of their Texts of Scrip- f s* 

ture, fometimes took the Liberty to tell them, \ \Jy& 

Perhaps in your little Pocket Bibles wrfb Gilt Leaves 

(which they would often ({ays the * HiffrorianJ 

pull out and read J the Tranjlation may he fi 9 but 

the Greek and the Hebrew fignifie thus and thus. 

So that their Proofs prove only thus much, 
that they think they have found out the Truth 
contained in the Scriptures, in the fame way in 
which with equal Judgment, Learning, and In- 
tegrity, others may enquire over again, and find 
out the Truth after them. 

But now if this were all thefe good Men were 
capable of, or pretended to, may they not pot 
fibly have miftaken the Word of God them, 
felves ? Am I to take their Interpretations at a 
venture, whether they agree with it or no ? No, 
you may fearch the Scriptures. Poffibly I have 
done fb, and think them miftaken, what then, 
may I tell the World lb? By no means; what, in 
ipite of Evidence, muft I think my felf in the 
wrong, and thefe good Men in the right, and 
fet to my Work again, and again enquire into 
the Holy Writings, and that till I find their 
Senfe there ? Is this a fair and honeft Way of 
proceedin£,to call the Scriptures itiy only Ru|e, 
and yet make another Rule to try the Scriptures 
by ? Is this fetching my Notions of Religion 
from the Divine Revelation ? Or is it not rather 
preffing the Word of God to fpeak my Senfe ? 
And a declared Purpofe, that I will riot hear God 
himfelf {peaking in his Word, till he is Ortho- 
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c dox, and fpealc &s I, ivou'd have Hiin. Is not 
'th : i$ in efFeft'to inaie a Rule for GodiHnftead 
\or receiving one from him; ' 

1 ' Well, but ihay it^Taid, muff we Wtfiold'fuft 
: the [:torm of founX Words ? ; Yes every yorm : of 
wbrds that we can be infallibly fii^ Tare found * 
f EVery Torrri the mfbir'd Apotfle deliverM. 
''But ? tis mere flight l 6f Hand tfrctapY^brtnof 
'^fallible Man or 4ii /yfleitibly :bf Men, iii the 
rr ftead of that delivered by 'St'.faul, andthen°re- 
7;peat his Words Voneerhmg tHe Form that 7*&*- 
"thy heard of him. " 

But are not thofe Tefls of Orfhodbxy uftful 
to preferve Unify )ipd Peace -in the Church ? 
Without them, what flop can 'be 'put to the nu- 
rnerous and 'extravagant Fancies of particular 
Mei>? Xhe Church wiir.be torn' in pieces by 
; contrary and opposite Doariiies, arid the Voice 

* of Peace will never be fteard hi the clambrous 1 
'Noijfe of contending Parties. 

* ' Peace and Unity are certainly . defirable 
Things \ )p\xt Experience has lorig mown, 1 they 

" *are< never likely to be attained by other Tefts of 
/..Orthodoxy, than Chrifth'as fixed in' Bis Word. 
Kew Tefts and Decifidns ufually 'raife new 
'^Quarrels and Difputes, And fuctr as 'are' often 
; J manag'd with more Animdfity, than the fqrmer 
'^Differences they were delign'd to'put'ari'Eod to, 
** A Difference in, Opinion may be brbight to an 
^ end by a fair and calm Debate i ' #tit when l pre- 
} .^fK^te Meafures,* atfd' the Interpolation 6? in 
_'^utioi:itjr tliat isreitHei* contfovj&rtedrir rfejeft- 
~£dy lias formed f ?art:ies, ' railed : Mens PaffloAs % 
Ttiade twentyHCoritrbveTrfifes of one,* and* taught 
Mfen to* hitfe ~ each Jotfier heartily into the Bar- 
gain, it is fo far frpnuputting -an emHothePitff- 

K ' ference^ 
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fbrence, that it feirly puts an end to the hope of 
Reconciliation. 

The old Gentleman at Rme feems to be fen- "t 
iible of this, and therefore withal} : his>IriftBibt. 
lity he ratHer permits the Dominkms and the 
Frdntiftant to fight out their Quarrel, than ha- 
zard the Peaee of hfe cwn Communion by inter- 
pbRng his Authority. And I ton apt to think by 
this Time, he is fully fatisfy.'d, . thatrihe would 
ttetffcr have confuted the Iiitereft of hiaSee, and 
4 the Honour 6f his Infallibility • had he -pbferv'd 
the fettle Meafiires in relation bo bis Con&tutkm 
Vnigmitus. • ■ ■* 

But how ihal! we know where to fettle at this 
Rafe? "We flftftbe in an eternal Fluftuafcn, 
doubting and deputing about every Thing. 

Why Vol ISviie a Man may be fully and fW- 

'fiftly^er&acfed in his own Mind of the Troth 

and Ilnpbrtaiice of what he holds in. Religion, 

wfthctat believing himfelf to be infallible, or a&- 

hg *$ tbb*he were fb. Keeping clofe to the fi-T 

&tA Writing* fc die only Way to be no more ' 

Childfen, tbflfed to and firo wfth every Wind 

r 6f DoftrMe; according as that Wind fits one 

while frUrn Rome, another while from Gtntv* ; 

otie tiine from the Court, another time fromthe 

Convocation; by and by f rom Aushuigh ; anon 

fttftdWtfkniinfttr 6v Scotland } as in Conjhwtme's 

TTirietht Wind of Doftrine blew 6ne way, in 

? r4f«*/s' l Timeit f blew about again another, ac- 

coirdfeg *s 'the-fevferal* Creed-makers prevailed. 

' Keeping to thte Scriptures is the only Way to 

'ivoid this Toffing to and fro. «Tet Evidence 

fl eterirffte, and the fame Evidence will keep fet- 

tMd. 'IJk'Aot'Faifcy, Cuftom, Humour, So*. 

c pK^^H^ai* AWfowty, ot any other Wind 

^ from 
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from what Quarter foever it blows, tots you su 
bout, or drive you away. 

But wou'd you let in all manner of taonftrous 
abfurd Opinions into the Church? By thefe 
Tefts of Orthoddxy, we hope to keep Men of 
dangerous Principles from the Credit and Op- 
portunity, they might otherwife have as autho- 
rized Teachers of Truth, to miflead the unwary 
into their Errors. 

Btf t dd thefe Deciflons of Orthodoxy declare 
only againft erroneous and dangerous Principles? 
How dome there then to be among them, fuch 
as by turns cenfure and condemn each othetf- 

Befides, as this Method has only a Profpeft, 
andlthata very uncertain one too, of fecuring a- 
gainft Error ; fb it has the moft likely hazard of 
cheating mifunderftanding and cenfbrioufnefi ; 
And of loofing that Goodnefs and Charity > and 
many other Chriftian Vertues that are of great- 
er Confequence, than Truth it feifin innume- 
rable Cafes. Indeed, fuch Opinions as tend to 
extinguish Goodnefs, and promote Unchariw- 
blenefs, are themfelves the moft dangerous Er- 
rors. And if this Method may poffibly keep 
out fbme dangerous Opinions, it however pro- 
motes others direftly contrary to the, Temper 
and End of Religion and Chriftianity. But in 
anfwer to this Plea, it may fuffice to lay, that it 
never yep has, nor in all likelihood ever will keep 
out Men of dangerous Principles, if all rauft be 
thought fo 9 that agree not to the Mode of Or- 
thodoxy. It may perhaps keep fbme from look- 
ing at all into fuch Qpeftions, where they may 
fear their Enquiries will not iffue in the Opini- 
ons that happen to be ftamp'd for Orthodoxy a- 
mong them : Neyertjielefs, if NJen chance ta 



hav£ contrary Ojtfmoris, there are Inventions e- 
nough whereby they may keep their Opinions 
and their Orthodoxy too. Can it be believed, 
that- all of the Church of Heme have Faith e- 
nough in their Church, and Senfe little enough 
in therafelves; to believe Tranfubftantiation ? 
I fay nothing nearer home : But forae certain 
Diiputes, in which Senfe Articles may be fub- 
fcribed, have fome Meaning. Whether for 
inftance, as Articles of Peace, or in any poffible 
Literal or Grammatical Senfe ; or in fine, in a 
Senfe in which they can be true, and not in a 
Senfe in which they neither are, nor can be fb. 
How then do fuch Tefts anfwer their pretended 
Intention, if a Man becomes Orthodox by Sub- 
fcriprion ? Men may fit as lone as they pleafe, 
to determine what fliall be fubfcribed for Ortho- 
dox, but methinks they might fpare their Pains, 
confidering that other Men will fit again upon 
them, and their Decifions j and if they can't be- 
lieve them, will determine at laft for themfelve* 
a Senfe in which they -can fubfcribe them, if 
they judge it for their Convenience fb to do- 
But if the Scripture be a Teft lufficient, and 
the fubfcribing this enough to denominate a Man 
Orthodox, how fliall we know how to rank and 
call Men* 

True, this has fomething in it indeed. Wen 
become to this pals, we ihou'd be at a fad Lois for 
SMhboletbs , that is, for Partyjiames and Invidi6fis 
Marks of Diftinftion : And 'ihou'd be forctt to 
fctfe the Name Chrifiim in common with all o» 
ther Pretenders to it. Thus all who own'd the Bi- 
ble, and believ'd in Jefus Chrift were without any 
KftinQaon call'd Chriftians firft at Ant loch, not* 
trithftanding their different Sentiments. Then 

each 
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each Squadron bad not got fbme Man's Naj&e #j* 
the Head'of them, inftead of that erf" Jefus,CjLri#, 
And I can't thfrik it wou'd fee ajiy juft .Afeftf r of 
Lamentation, ftou*d it ever come to be. thuf , 
with the Chriftian WorW again. 

But what wou'a you have theyi own'd aqd re- 
ceiv'd as our Fellow Chriftians who §rr< jpi 
FundanAeirtftk* ^vho differ in important Articles^ 
and bring in damnable Herefifjs? , , >: L 

.1 ne^ejr yeti couM-fteaLift?^ ^uE^a^ient^lg 
in Chpftianity^ I hav? heard Protcfiartff ■ \ybert 
upbraided'by the Rmmfc ffflWWP fi£ Unity % 
plead Agreement in Fupdameaftfc. And, I Jiave 
heard the P^jlb hereupqn 4enwwd frsfeft U#* 
but I niver* knew any ?r«**jfc»r h^djf ; ^^g|i 
to prpduce it. That only in- iRy Not^Rft Mi9t 
Fundamental jniftake in :Re}igiqn, whifh #?*$-> 
confident with a good JJeart; $t\d a lieljigkwi 
Copverfation/ If a Mgn givft ?ny reafonabje .&, 
vidence of his being; ifflpre&'d with a.fear-jflC 
God, and that he is coflfiern'd to know and dp 
his Will, however he n^ay err we are not : to 
feat our felves in God ? s Throne ; and becauf^ j^e tt 
not Religious in our Way, reprobate him atpnpe, 
mid conclude him profane and ungodly. 'Twill 
be kind to ufe all the proper Methods w^ can, 
to convince and reclaim him : But to condemn, 
anathematize, and ceafure himas an Haretijck 9 
and then cry, away with him from the JE^rth h 
this is thd very Spirit <of thelnquifkion, 'ao4 * 
conduft worthy only of th# ihjunelelji Chvrcfc 
who has no bounds to bfcrXJlaijw, nor *ny«JPity 
or lUmorfe to thofe that difpute the*!* 



« < 



WIN. IS. 



THE 

Occasional Paper. 



VOL. II. N U M B. II. 



LETTERS 

T O T H E 

AUTHOR. 

CONTAINING, 

L A Vindication of the Character of a Proteftant from 
Modern Difttoaions. 

H. Of the Roe-Buck Proeeffiori, January 19. With 
Judgment on Sir H. Ms. Pamphlet, Down vsHb the 
Mug-Hoxfts. 

m. Of Canvaffing for Places, efpecially by Church- 
men. 

IV. Of the Jumble and Mifchief of unconnected Ideas. 

V. Of the Difl'enters writing little agalnft Popery in King 
Jmti'i Time. • 



L WD N: 

Printed for % Knoptan at the Crown in St. PauPs 
Church-yard j J. Hmrrifm under the Royal 
Exchange, and A. Dodd without Temflt-'Bar. 
1717. (Price 3d.) 



4 



J ^ J 



) 







LETTERS 

TO THE 

AUTHOR. 



jf H I S Mifcellany comes Abroad into 
I the World with all grateful Acknow- 
J iedgments to my Correfpcndents, 
J for the early AiBftance Co many oS 
* them have been pleated to give to- ■ 
< wards carrying on this Second Vo- 
taue. ■ As that Paper in the former, which wat 
wholly taken up in fuch Letters, met with particu- 
lar Acceptance j I cannot doubt but this will be at 
leaft an equal Entertainment, being upon feveraj 
Subjefh of Confequence or of agreeable Amufement. 
I lay them together, as they come in my Way, with- 
out being follicitous about their Order, any further, 
than to Number them according to the Account of, 
their Subjefts given in the general Title. 
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fi"l. To the Author of the Occasional Papers 

Mj>fRGr#ror Monthly ftntertnpients,KI 
m ad%ifch^tic*t*r PleafJ^yoik^W ift i r^ 
^ Proteftant, foon after your fetting out. And as 
iyou have drawn Him, Protefiant is the Name I 
Should chyfe to Mxslli'd fcy aMvtf all others, except: 
ihat which the Difciples firft receiv'd at Antioch. I 
could not like to take my Denomination from any 
^antf&n ®6rt\ ^y^eiigteu^telBi* me A) call 



anfc*n |0rt\ Ky^eiieten'telfcn* me Jp call 
no^(jM*er/or^a»i, buj Jefu^krift/T^d it 
feems one Way of calling Men To, to He catrU after 
Them inftead of Chrift. What if I ihould under- 




tf*, : 6iUn>rikl^ l tepof:e) ? ^Wtfo. ibfr'dtt: 
«±tift r B<tehifc ; i* m afiy df mm, btkAeeaafeliJ* 
fctdtoWfl ft tb/bft tffe'Mmd^rGHfife/ l^ight^ 
t^l'8<fcfoti b£nfcfle tb beaf tltt-l&ijies of aflfkwife, 
wtfom'fhe fevfrtafA^ ^ofthe'toRtlVdi havebefc&af 
tMiSBheMmd-^IQinie; *ftd'$ticferRodd the Sttrtpu 
We£*t 1 do ; J *s r J* jftSW; bythe Mftdem Appal**- 
fcns W'4 Lutheran, i ] &h>Mfl 3 dr ! aii -ArMmdn, Wok: 
to'f j fliaU thrift W Man for'his 9d^8Mfttd»«i. 
-deffhriflfeg the Bibfe, I defy h&'Atadiftrity &* Bhfc 
*fceafo« of my AffenC* 1 believe iii Shrift, aftd ix* ih 
•£utbfr} cHr Aifeft, 6f aoy Body t\fe. Since thetelbi**: 
it thrift's Authority *l&ne upon \*hWh 1 afTettt, ftttft 
he is the only Mailer 1 will folfotlr Ih; Religion v *} 
confequence I am a Chrifiim \ and neither to be call'd a 
Lutheran, nor a Calvimfi y nor an Armmian> which 
ioevtr of thofe great Men I may moft agree with in 
my Sentiments. 

If 
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If tfer N^ine of &#($&* #4 fl^t ilnclude ja'SJI 
Cfanfbaeity** w if *4fflMj£4 a 6rWfc, Sfpfeaiffion t(| 
thcO^irtiW/of any M*}, « : ajiy N^Mkber of flfcii 
whaciWef v I ihojl^iMta ,it as| mtf^h as apjr jot 
fib* && £*t I ie»tj|$$wp vdu f ..tfyttit means, nq 
Ptir* .(feast a Priimwr&r$i*n i iy*Ji this exploit 
Ad4itigf=i 40 b#Cba$^r^ .;in : IJogflur. pf ghrifl ap4 
His Revefctipn* ^(tfcaMwti by the Equity of lafej 
TiwaO .that it cooiaip?* ^rateft *g&jpft all Impoli, 
•bus mj^ligiw, tether ,*witb reference ijo Faith or 
Pr*&ic^ bepand tb$t ^iibovexkts shade Jn jhe. Scr^p, 

jmid 41>««?f embrapf ChriiHan^y^aix^ y;jfi $lfiaen$Iy 
limited dfe ad?»it ^^telid*. . . • .• ' j r ^ .','; . .* « 

Bu**ft£f ail,, £is, W*#ot ycw e -nut ao, Arbitrary 
$efife'*p0n*he Wqrp r $foy not offters w*th «quaj 
R«eaifo<ii| elude undei[, t^is Ghaxa&er All them that a T 
fpeerift^an/Qp^Qf^io^ tp\#*j^, ..tho? ijhey &m*hc very 

**eUjHi# fcfe SAil ^&<*ri Proteftints ,in the Kof 
( tioit^Wkis Awig^^ fcnd that h$ i? ^et Angular 
1 ii^t^Iw^^^^gr^edj^ their Ojjpolkion to the 

* Tycwtoy^W^qfe^ of Jthe Churcbi 
f'ttf.Jnp«^j.\n4.. 4M6 tj^ brings* in all that deny 
?*ht)fB4^riei-of^^ t^be Canon of the 

* HotyiSerfpturas ^^ of the 
' StobV r And a,\^ri^^otja higher. S^e than that 
trifliog ^i?ma;i;^r , d^lab^r'd to, prove, that it 
touft;«itibw(be.^k^; fcf£kh,* latitude, as to be 
like M^ksdmzj&t^etfTvet,. uoder .which Birds 
ofato^*H;Ftoth^\^>[ r neftlei s or ilfe, that Ail 
befide tlfje JE^t#r4»/ t^emfelves, the Original Pro- 
tefter% 'ca&iwear the J$f me but as * borrowed Fea- 
ther. : inittfi&fihe $?&$&&> ;h$cjmfe I fuppofe 
you had not feen it when you wrote your Chattier y 



*Hm*tks en ibt State-A&atoiuf <jf Gr*i* ^rWi, p* 3 J. 

tho 
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tho' it had been publiih'A many Months before. 
\ ( Youflicail(ib6parUcubrIycareful (fays the Doftof 

* to his Friend) of being impdfed upon by the Words 
fi Trot ep ant TjUgion : An Expreffion which has of 

* late been very frequent in the Mouths of a certain 
« Party. For if we confine that Name to atty one 
« Se$, as the Word Re ligim in the Angular Number 
« teems td. do ; then, in its proper genuine Senfe, it 
< r fignifies the Lutheran Religion; beczufe the Luthe- 
* l rats were the Hrft who publickly, in a particular 

* iblemn manner, entred their Proteft againft th* 

* Corruptions ofthe Church of ^omf, ——by which 
« they ohtain?4 the Name of Proteftahts* being Co 
c called from that particular folemn Proteftataon, 

* made before all the Eftates bf the Empire?, in fuch 

* a Manner as wasiiever done by any other Church or 
« Sett. But if we take the Wonl Frotcftakt in another 
' Senfe, and asitiscoratoonly underftood, to denote 

* any Church, Spft or Perfbn^ who openly protefts 

* againft the Corruptions of the Church of Rome, 

* then we cannot fay the Ptytefhant Religion iff the fin- 

* gular Number, but muft {ayFroteftant Religmns in 

* the plural Number. P6r in this Senfe th& Word 

* Frotefiant is only Negative, and does not denote of 
c what Religion the Church,' Seft or Party & cafltt 

* are, but only what they are not, viz.. they are hot 
c Papifis. And in this Senfe not only the Lutheran* 
4 and the Calvimft', but tl* An abaft i ft s y Quakers, 

* Muggteoniansi 'S»dnimt^B9ifts % T^ % ^k r Ailk^^s^ 

* all may, and do come under the Deitottrination of 

* Troteftants 9 as well as the Church of England, So 
4 that to fay the ProteStanYRtligion^ in itbte Senfe, is 

* nothing but.Cant and Jargori, without a^idiftinfl: 

* and prober Meaning/ Arid -to fiy the Pr#e&*nt 

* Religion in a reftraintt 'Senfe, to deftote any one 



*..! 
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t Seft of Chriftians who may be calPd by that Name 
c in a fupcreminent Manner, as the fu$ and moft 
c folemn Protefters againft Popery* to whom- the 
f Name was given upon aocount.pf that particular 
c Proteftation, fignifies no other than the Lutborac 



Don't you fee, Sir, how the Dtttor has wrefted 
your beloved Name out of your Hands? Either ex- 
cluding every Body but the Lutherans from a Right 
to it, even the Church of England it felf, unlefs yon 
will allow of different %jlvgions under the common 
Appellation of Proteftant ? or elfe making it a Cantx 
Term, which does not neceflarily fuppofe any thing 
of Religion. You may be a Deift,or an^Atheift, you 
irf fid j be of the moft different Religion^, or in- 
deed of none at all, and yet be a Proteftant. 

If this be &, thought I, what an Infatuation have 
the beft Men of our Church been under for above 
1 50 Yeats, to contend fo earneflly for the Proteftant 
TtjUgionfuheti we have nothing to do with the Name, 
upon any other Terms, than either having a Religion 
peculiarly our own fo call'd, or elfe. excluding Re- 
ligion out of the Notion of it ? How unhappy were 
our ChUUngtPortbs, our StiBingfieetj, and other zealous 
Advocates for the Proteftant Kjligion, to write long 
and learned Treatifes to prof e the Proteftant Religion 
a faff Way to Salvation , and to give Rational Accounts, 

3? it ! Were they only doing an Aft of Charity to 
efend the Lutherans ? Or did they mean to fet up 
the Church of England as a Church by it felf? Or did 
they intend no Service to Religion all the while ? 
Miftaken Men ! They thought they were defending 
Reform'd Chriftianity, as profefs'd by the Church 
of England in common with others, while they de- 
fended the Proteftant Religion : But they wanted this 
new Light to let them right. 

Our Legiflature have run into the fame Error : 
They have fettled the Crown, in a regular Courfe, 

upon 
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fcpon the pref&lt IHuftrious-HoXift 1 which wears it^ 
tying Prti\p*nt$. : They cettaiftly thotrgte "This Tto 
!^a Sfecurity^iJur Religion^ 7 a* well *£;-<** Liber- 
ties y /and yet a«m intend*!*© oblige "thefPeribrf 
%rhe ■ jH!r the«Th*6ne, ttPfer uLusbw 5 •nyftmord 
t^an to exclude him orv that AccfHiqt^ : I mil 110C 
fay, That this was the very Realbn of the EfQ&or'S 
f^afgraph^t6 difiinguiflii if he^ouid "the leafing 
N&he of frvteftartt, out of Reputation^- thwr'thefi? 
ASte if Settlement might h& v^ the lefs P^w^ on the 
BUfids of buV People: Or, th&ih* would jmketh* 
Pfroteftafit ah4 the ChwcWfean oppofite Ghara£bersL 
left Ring qtorge Ihfeiild havfc aft. Adtontaga aver t» 
fcreterider in Ithe AffeafeH^cf the Chuwk of Ekg- 
Bnd i froth^M* tfcinjg knotfm to be* a''zealdtt£ ; £rat*< 
ftatat. Btrt : tWiTiitiing ^f >^ Rehi^toiufon Mf# 
Maj$fty r s AttefflSeny «id the^feole Ait of tfci Book 
look that way, : f : -* ' '<> v'tini':. 

The Truth is; Sir, the Doftor, with ail hizGvU 
fifcal Nicety, does the veiy -Thing whteh b* warn* 
Ws Friend againft •, he plays tfpon the WW, with- 
out confidering the Circutziftane&s of the* Stoty tvhich 
gate Rifetoft.- '* • , — •> : ' ■ • -'> '.'•' • 
-'The Nariie/lhdeed: fed never b*«v heard qf^ 
htrt for that Accident ot Prbtefting againft the "Cor* 
hiptions aHidTytanny of Rcmb; at tfcfc D*erof *2pir4s : 
JJut wlidh'dbcteft #as heard; Gf, it was & well iilt'd, 
that it betarrt^&ystf testis frorti Tfc^nw/ Hbe • ge- 
nertl Na^^of '^10theHsi : wh6p^dfefled a Oefire of 
' i-eforfmrig tlte CtorrtpWdfei btought into feeligion, 

* 4nd W that Ake&m » fe£*feked' from the Church 

• of ^fck' t: Whence^ Way th%gfeilera*C6ncuwenc^ 
fa coming t^W that D^nokinitidn * #> Tis pUfai* k 
4%& ujbna <lUftgiotfs Account, for nfotmtog the 
(fypwtiims Vnifeki ime Religion ■: ' TheifcfW e K 'tis a vil* 
Slander t#' Comprehend Atheifts and Drifts under 
the Charafter. Aye ! but dorf* they fteherthem- 
felvesiindertW^NanfeJ^Wlittttett 1 fotMy«b'dn- 

' • ' > -•■' - \4ec 
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tier the Name of the $hurch of England } as tooft 
of thole do alio who make their Exit ibr their 
Crimes at Tyburn : But they are no more genuine 
Prdteftants in the one Cafe, than Sons of the Church 
in the other. 
Nor do they all pretend to claim this Name as 

coming into the particular Sentiments of thole who 
made tfee Protefta tion, 

. i thank you for helping me .'to a Way of Thinking 

ibmuch better upon this Head. Jn your Charade* pf 

*Proteftant,Ifee a general Agreement among luch, 

floft happily accounted for, and yet Allowance xna4e 

for very great Varieties: For ypu tell us, it cpnfUJg 

in 4 "Belief of the PvjncijUs 7 upon which the fevtratT^j- 

fomcdChuretiesrefi^d themfelves? What t hoijb were, 

fplhave taken the.furefl: way to dil^over, frjmr tfie 

. Principles expreis'd in. the Proteft it fdf, the fttQxe 

| of the Protefte?^ and the concurrent Declaratiopsand , 

I Pra&ice of the Body of Proteftanfc, Here then #a age 

Wop .firm Grojpa&again, and mutt mal^y our, Cj^ain 

! .gljripinpfcs tlpp gre|t CharafWrifticS of a Pro *?- 

JWi Th« SuflS^iency ofSqrijtfure, as thej^^f 

M*gw, the Duty of examipj&g all, Doftqn$s ( ajid 

Paffices in Religtpn by this Rufej the $igfo*of *- 

! very Maa to judge few himfelf j, #n ObKgatioirtQjprq- 

fefi and prattiie agreeably to his Judgment, and al- 

i towing others the fame liberty ^ich \y^ takp our 

And now? Sir, upon a Review of your $uay, J am* 
tt much as you, in Love with the oldNamf offr*- 
f 4t*t* which par, fathers glory 'd in, asiignfcyipg 
a frofcdftation for £hri;ftianity, as it wot in the Be- 
tmm. This Chriftiamty, tho* it ihouid be recq- 
ver'd but ytijterday, has its own genuine Antiquity.; 
» Companion of which, Corruptions, how ancient 
faver, are but, the old Shoes j and mouldy Bread of 
Deceivers and impoftor* :. As Calvin in his admira- 
ble Dedication of his Jnfiitutions tb trancis 1. of 

£ ' ' ' France, 
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trance] exprefles hitnfelf : fhtod din incognitd 7 feput** 
toque latuit, human* impietatis crimen efi\ nunc cub* 
' JDei benigniiate nobis redditur 9 falfem poftliminii jure 
[nam Jhtiquitatem rtcipere debebat. 

And if you have drawn a Proteftant right, I fhail 
nbt ftar hit tltefe Corollaries will hold from the Ac- 
count you give of him. 

. That different Sentiments, about lome Paffages, in 

that only/ Rule which the Proteftant owns, make 

tot a Plurality of Religions, as the Doftor contends. 

The Effence of the- Proteftant Religion lies inrecei- 

' ving tae Bible as the only Rule j and it has its Deno- 

1 minatton from protefting againft the Impofition ofa- 

nother Man's Senle of this Rule. l AH that agree m 

ttftfr, are truly of one and the feme Religion. 

r /That they whp don't receive the Bible ait alt for 

'their* Rtile, want the Fundamental of a Proteftant, 

and can only wear the Name in a very abufive Stalk 

pf the Word. And yet, 

That when any fuch join in protefting againft the 
~RomiJh Corruption and Tyranny, they are in Truth 
&ood Proteftants as thoft, who, while they fey the 
1pl£ is the only Rule, yet impofe other Standards 
and Kai^ or their own Senfe of that Bible* and 
lb in Faft deftrtoy, or deny that Which they aflert in 
Words. ' "". 

That for all People or Ghurehes, who go under 
this general Name, they are, in truth, to be efteem'd 
more or lefs Proteftant, according as the Principles 
or Praftices they avow in Religion, are more or left 
ftri&Iy conformed to the common Rule \ and as the 
Liberty and Charity they allow to others, are more 
oriels extenfive. And whatever any Church has 
peculiar to her felf, or not common to allChriftians, 
. can by no means give it a greater Right than her 
Neighbours, to the Chara&er of a Proteftant. ' 

I dm, mih4B%jFfpeft,&c. 
Feb. 6. 17U. 

11. r# 
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H. To the *Authgr tf the Occasional Paper, 

V 

S IJt, &k 6, I7?t, 



I Congratulate you upon King Gw^s happy &u 
rival, a fccwd Time y in thefe tus Dominions ; 
and upon the .joyful Reception he rott with from all 
Sorts of People. This Salutation, I am perfwaded, 
will be highly agreeable to you - 9 fcice my Acquain- 
tance with you enables me to fay, That there is not 
a Man in England whofe. Pleafure could rife higher 
upon fuch an. Occsfion than yours muft do. 'Tis 
only by- fuch K Prince, that Sentiments large and 
generous as yours, can be fupported : And, raetbinks, 
I fee you in Tranfports gazing upon the Man who 
is fontfd and rais'd by Heaven, to promote that 
Gvil and Chriftian Liberty, for which you are fb 
warm and continual an Advocate. Whilft the two 
other Parts of the Legislature (the Lords and Com- 
mons, in Parliament) were waiting for His Majefty 
(their Head) to direflr, animate and confirm their 
Proceedings ; I cannot but fancy that I fee your 
Heart beating for Joy, to look upon the King as h? 
P*flfis by, with the Thoughts of what may in a little 
Time be effe&ed by his WifUom and Condu& in the 
enfiring Parliament. Methinks I hear you tell thole 
that ftand by you (with Eyes fix'd upon the King's 
Coach) c There goes the Man, who, after Envy's 
, ' Snakes have hi&'d their loudeft, muft be acknow- 
1 ledged the greateft, and beft crown'd Head ip the 
1 World. There goes the Man, who, in our pija- 
1 fent Gircumftances, is the only fit Periqn to mak$ 
' thefe Rations eafie, united, and happy. 

Thus f ar t i am perfwaded, I haye nQt varied from 
your own Way of thinking ; but I know not what 

B z you 
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you will fay of my next Congratulation, and that is 
uppn the troceffum in the Evening. If you do hot 
think it a Subjeft too low for your Paper, I ihould 
be glad to {be your Thoughts on fuch Pieces of Pa* 
geantry : In the mean time I fliall take the Liberty 
to communicate mine. Some Wife Men in the City- 
have thought that the very Pageants of the Rebel- 
Generals might occafion a frefti Sedition. And/in- 
djeed, they araevery whit as proper to be let up for 
the Head of a Party, as the Men they reprefent. 
But are the ilUafFefted Mob lb mad as that comes 
to, that a piece of Pa&board, or a Broomstick 
would be fulficidntto animate them againft King 
George f Realty, Sir, they are for from being be- 
holden to the wife Speech-makers that have given 
fuch a Representation of them j or elfe, from their 
great Stilnefs and Silence, 'tis plain, neither their 
Numbers, nor their Courage is Co great as thofe 
Speech-makers would have us to think. We have 
now the Satisfaction to find, that a Body of the 
Loyal Mob could go from one End of the City 
to another, without any Oppofition or Disturbance, 
when a little while ago they were forced to fight 
theirWay, with King George's Name in their Mouths; 
and yet they never carried fb many, and fuch great 
Provocations to the Tories, as in this Proceffion. 

We have a lib the Pleafure of obferving the Di£. 
ference between a Whig and a Tory*Mob : The Tories 
are infamous for the vileft Abufes offer'd to Perfbns 
in the Streets, battering of Windows, plundering of 
Houfes, and committing a thoufand Outrages : The 
Whig-Mob^ tho* much more numerous, and now 
flafli'd with the Safety and Succefe of the King in ' 
all his Undertakings, yet were not chargeable with 
any thing mifchievous, or injurious to any one Per- ' 
ion ; no, not even to thofe who had formerly ffioft 
provok'd thenu 

By 
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By this Condu& their Numbers were continually 
mealing, and event thofe that did not joyn with 
them, yet went their way under ftrange Mechanic 
cal Imprel&ons, that they could not help thinking : 
and talking of what they had feen, till they fhow'd, * 
that their Fancies and their Humours were plainly 
captivated. 

After this I don't wonder to hear the Jacpbit*s y 
and thole that are Pepifbfy affe&ed, inveighing againft 
fich Proceffions ; fince by thefe they fee themlehres r 
and their Attempts ex£ofed to the greateft Scorn 
before the Mob : I fay the Mob, whom they have 
made it their chief Attempt to gain over to their 
Party. * But to find any that are hearty againft Po- > 
' pty, or Friends to the prefent Government, uneafie 
at thefe Shews, is a little to be wonder'd at. 

Totreat the Pop*, and the feveral Orders of Pcpijh 
Tritfis, in fiich a manner, muft be acknowledged 
togMy proper, when we confider how much their 
Religion is made up of Pageantry and Show : And 
how meet a Banter upon Mankind, and upon afl that 
i* Sacred, the Fopperies of the Romanics really are. 
Had they not ihown themfefcres too much in earneft 
ty iheddmg Rivers of innocent Blood to fiipport 
t*ir Follies - 7 and by thefe, their Grandeur; one 
*ould never have gone about to confute Popery any 
°&er Way than by expofing it to Jeft and Scorn. 
P* when one confiders how many Mafiacrees, Burn- 
^Breakings upon the Wheeler, the Pope and his 
r Priefts are chargeable with, it is but a very juft Re- 
P^efentation of their Defects to caft their SJEgies in* 
to the Flames* 

Ay, but this may provoke them to attempt feme 
^fther and greater Mafchief. What then? Are we 
tolhow a Fear of them ? No, let 'em do all the Mif- 
*tf theycan or dare, Thanks be to God, we fee 
** little Succefs they are like to havein it. TTis 
certain, die Papifts are now upon their laft Legs in 

England j 
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Englmd; and therefore, no doubt, will do all the 
Afttfehief they can, whether there be Proceffions to 
expofe them, or not : But for my own Part I am fa- 
tis&td they lofe much of their Spirit, and many of 
their Adherents, by fuch Proceedings. * 

Again 'tis obje&ed, that whatever may be (aidfor~ 
the Popiih Figures, yet to carry the Figures of M*ar - 
and Ftjtcr in fuch a Manner, is to infult Men in Mi* 
iery; which is neither futtable to the generous Tem- 
per of the Englijh, nor the Spirit of Chriftianity. . 
The main Force of this Plea lyes in the Word infult, 
which like many others lately perverted by the To- 
ries, is ufed quite wrong. Hefe is nothing like ad* 
ding of Affiiftion to Men that are {offering the juft 
Puniihment of their Crimes ; but an expofing of 
Thofe who are fled from Juftice ; and that at a Time 
when their Crimes are fhll juftify'd, or excus'd, by 
many that were to be Spe&ators of their Effigies. 
And never was a more juft Triumph over the Ene- 
mies of Our Ring and Country, than at a Seafbn 
when the King was received in Safety and Honour 
from Abroad, and the Nation fettle4 in fo muoh 
c Peace and Tranquility at Home. 

However, will fome fay, after all, thefe Mobs occa* 
fion a great deal of Diforder ; and no Body can pre- 
tend to fay what a Mob will come to. Why, really 
thofe that find any Diforder in themfelves may keep 
-away from them, and fit at Eafe in their Houfes. 
There is no Danger of their being ftoned thro' their 
'Windows, or having their Doors broke open by a 
Whig Mob, as by the Tory ones. And thofe that 
pretend to be concern'd for the Diforders among the 
Mob themfelves, it may be -proper to let them know # 
that there is a particular Regimen and Care to pre- 
vent it. Ay ! but who can truft to that ? .who can 
I . tell where Mobs will flop ? I can tell ; The Fate of 
Q f — Salisbury Court, will at any Time ftop them. And if 
eyer the Whig Mob rife to the ftme enq^mous Wio 

kednefi 
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kednefs that the Tories have done, 1 hope they wifl 
meet with the fame Fate/ and become as hated as the 
Jacobites now are. Till then 1 fhould be lorry to fee 
any Steps taken for the Snppreffing of thofe Houfes, 
at which fome Tory Scriblers are now enraged. 

Upon this Subject Sir H. M. pretends to write to a ff< > $<<+ h 
Parliament as if he was writing to a Mob: All afeng h % ** « X /«•<*# 
his filly Pamphlet addreffing to the Humours, and 
Prejudices and Paffions of a Mob, rather than to Men 
of Senfe and Judgment : And, to do him Juftice, he 
maintains exaftly the fame Spirit in the whole, that 
appears in the Title, Down with the Mug. His foo- 
liih Addrefs to the Clergy in general, without ma- 
king any Diftinftion, at a Time when lome have de- 
ferred io well, and others lb ill at Our Hands ; and 
the manner of his declaring, in the beginning of his 
Pape*, that the Motto of that Great Men who fix*d the . . 
Breed Seel on the tote glorious Pence [Le bon Terns Vien- '** . 
dra} is ftill his Comfort ; will, I am perfwaded, ren- 
der his Performance contemptible to all Men of Senfe. 
And as to any Effefts it may have upon the Jacobite 
Mob, I hope they will ftifl find a Party too hard for 
'em, even at their own Weapons, in all their future 
Attempts. 

If you have not Leifure, or Inclination to oblige 



the World with any Thing of your own on this Sub- 
feft, you wHl, by publiihing this, oblige, 



S4R, 
Tour thoroughly en&eged friend 

end Servant $ 
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III. To the Author of the Occasional Pape*. 

THE Defign upon whi<?h you are fet out into 
the World is Generous and Noble ; every one 
that wifl^es well to his Country, or Mankind- to 
Truth, ' lf 9t: Religion, mitf* I think, heartily ap- 
jprove it. •-,,.,, 

But what can be hop'd in fo corrupt a State of 
Thing3 as oar^? Would you infpire Britons with a 
Senfe of" Liberty^ when they are funk into to brutiih 
a Stupidity, have loft all Tafte of virtuous Freedom. 
and for a fumptuous Meal or delicious Draught, will 
part with all thpir envied Privileges, and. fell their 
Country, v%y % $eir Qcwfciej^and their Soul* ? 
7 Is there any Thing in .pgbich the Freedom of a 
$rk<m js,ato;e Con^icuQu^ than in the Power we 
have tv,<$xtf^tf&e< t$m $f$ $x make Laws for us, 
and be^ .gqfc «rep.flg2 £tf ^wretchedly are we 
degenerated from our Anceftors in the Ufe ^f this 
Freedp^? Tri^er Worth ff$pmniended Men to the 

Ct^(£^4kei*^^ :paft v now 

Koite and C4wK>ur, *nd P#ffc}*:J?ury ran down Men 
of the moft'fHi'ning'Char after, and recommend Men 
of finail Fortunes^ and left Senfe and Virtue, to the 
higheft Office* < And where Reafon and Perfwafion 
can't npocure a Vote, a Sutn of Money, an unmanly 
Debauch, - or an Aft of Power fliall fecure one. , And 
Men ef Uirtue and Senfe muft fee their Country fink 
in this general Corruption, or give in to the common 
Praftice, and go through the Drudgery of recom- 
mending the mfe Ives to an Office, by courting the 
vileft pf the People, with ihameful Compliances, into 
their Intereft : Which,in effeft,is giving up our Liber- 
ties 
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bertiea to fecure them : At leaft 'tis humouring Slaves, 
(for they are Slaves in the ftrifteft Senfe, whp are of 
a fervile Temper) to prevent our being made fuch. 
Thefe are Practices fo mean, and indeed flagitious, 
and argue fuch an abandon 'd Temper of Mind, as 
defer ves the Correction of the iharpeft Satyr. launch 
et* a lijttle, Sir, into this Field ; try to awaken a 
Scfnie of Shame in y6ur Country- men, who are almoft 
paft Seiiie and Shatue too ; grown too Stupid to be 
ioftrnded, and. too Impudent to blufli for the moft 
ibttaflt Ignorance, and moft fordid Vices. Or if the 
Age be too far gone in this Diftemper for Reafon or 
Railery to work a Cure, recommend it to thofe in 
Pdwer to take the Matter into ferious Confideration, 
and fee whether die Wifdom of the Nation can't find 
oat forae efie&ual Method to prevent the Growth of 
this deteftable Humour, which is preparing us apace 
for Slavery, even in fpite of Providence, that has hi- 
therto preferv'd our valuable Liberties to us, wheo 
we were ready to exchange them for a Dungeon and 



But indeed the Corruption of this Kind hath ndt 
confin'd it felf to our Civil Concerns, it hath made 
an Inroad upon Things Sacred. And the bafe Me* 
thods us'd to procure Pofts of Profit and Honour ih 
die State, have been copy'd after for gaining Prefer- 
ment hi the Church, The Men who pretend to.be 
ftriftified by Office, and ieparated from the World, 
ihall cringe to Men in Power, and fawn upon Patrons, 
and in naufeous "Panegyric, and fervile Flattery, en* 
deavour to infinuate them fe Ives into their good Gra- 
ces 5 or by a good Bribe buy the Confent of a greedy 
Steward, or acovetous Guardian, where rich Benefi- 
ces ire to the difpofal of fingle Perfons. If they are 
to be ob tain'd by popular Ele&ion, they can fet aH 
die common .Engines on work,. Court and Treat, 
Bribe aftd Threaten^ ufing iaB.pofiible Arts to carry 
ffitirEn<kand prbflkuting the Honour of their Office 

C ' * to 
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to procure a fat Benefice, or it may be to make an in- 
confiderable Addition to an overgrown Plurality. In 
«he mean while the Man of Worth, the Scholar, the 
Gentleman, the Chriftian, muft refolve to fit Idle, 
or do Violence to himfelf by ftooping to thofe PraQi- 
ces which a great Mind would fcorn, and which rigid 
Virtue, or ftrifl: Religion, will icarce allow j or elfe 
he muft leave the Fat of the Land to be confumed by 
y ^ unprofitable Drones : While the Drudgery of Devo- 
tf*<r* //jtH^ion, and of Public Offices, is deputed to a rawXllr 
C* *?«£*- i3te, who muft be enflav'd to the Will of his Princi- 
pals, and Starve upon little better than a Footman's 
Allowance. 

This, Sir, is a flagrant Abufe, which I wifli I could 
• perfwade you to fet in a due Light, and endeavour 

to render odious to the World. 'Tis a vile trucking 
for Cure of Souls ; and yet commonly pra&is'd ; 
and that in fpite of the Renunciation of all Simonk 
acal Traffick, fo juftly demanded by our Church of 
•all Clerks prefented to Benefices, before they are 
allow'd Induction. But the Veneration for j« Oath is 
ib much loft among us, even with Men ofthe moft 
facred Character, that I do not wonder this Bar to 
Wealth and Preferment is fo eafily broken down or 
leapt over. And the Men, who are fb open in thele 
Methods of advancing them (elves, are not to be 
iham'd, I doubt, by any Thing you can do tp ex- 
pole theiiK Nor do I know how the Mifchief which 
grows upon us every Day is ever likely to be prevent- 
ed, till thofe who have the Diipofal of Benefices, 
whether fingle Perfons. or Communities, take up a 
Refotutibn never to prefer that Man that in his pwn 
-Perfbn, or by any other certainly known to have a 
Commiffion from him, makes Application for Pre* 
ferment. Gommonly fpeaking, I think, 'tis a iiire 
Rule in thefe Cafes, that he is moftdeferving who is 
leaft importunate. And, the lyian who looks upon 
hi* Office as Saqred and Divine, and h indeed motfd 
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by the Holy Ghoft to take it upon him, will wait the *f C *M ^ 
Direflion of Providence for a Station wherein to ex- **l $* 
ercife it, and not thus criminally chufe out fitch a Sta-i,^ f'* \^ 
tion for himfelf. It difparages a Minifter of Chrift to ***/ u ** " y 
do any Thing that looks mean and felfiih, or ^roadt^^'/ h 
and vaunting. But what can Application for a Benefice r J' <%/* y 
imply, but either that a Man is purfuing his Gain, or ^* * * ~fs? 
proclaiming his Wdrth, or both together ; by letting &*?+*>', y 
the Patron know he is very well aflur'd of his own fuU J} ; l? . . A 
ficiency for the Poft, and reckons bis Gain a fufficient 
Motive td fblicit for the Benefice ? For I don't think 
that any who make thefe Applications, would have 
their Patrons or the Wor Id believe, they are Kb diligent 
merely out of an Intention to do public Service. 

And thefe Applications for this Reafon ihould be 
utterly forbidden : I mean as to Pofts in the Church ; 
becaufe it has been obferv'd, that when once Men . 
have, broken through the Restraints of Modefty and 
Decency, and grown bold to folicice in their own 
Caufe, they quickly throw off all Regards of this 
kind, and without lhame or fccrecy proclaim their 
Thirft infatiable, and grafp at all the Wealth they 
can, without any purpofe to do the Work of their 
Station, or any fair Profpefl: or Hope of it, without 
being Ubiquitaries. How much Mifchief this hath 
done the Church in all Ages, fince the Venom <tf 
temporal Wealth and State was pour'd into it, and 
how much it hath been to the Prejudice of our own 
Church, can't be unknown to any that have made 
Obfervations upon either. 

Among thofe that Diflent from our Church, I think 
there is not the fame Room for Complaint. Their Z 

Way of being call'd out to public Work in any Con. 
gregwion, is that of EJe&ion by the Body. They 
hare no fuch Advantage among them, as fliould 
tempt Men of very great Ambition or Covetoulhefs 
to cnufe their Party, or fcufie for their preferments. 
And however we may defpife their Minifters for 

C % . their 
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their vulgar Education and Endowments, they feenfc 
in fome Refpetts train'd up with a greater regard to 
the Decencies of the Function, than thofe educated 
amongft us • and are feldom fo officious, as far as I 
can underftand, as to tender their Service j much 
left make folicitous Application, dire&ly, or by 
their Friends, to be elefted into any Poft of Service 
amongft them. And I could almoft wifli, it were 
the Praftice among our felves, in this manner to bring 
Minifters into Places } were it npt for that of which 
I have been complaining, the general; Corruption 
of Ele&drs. I have heard fome fober Diffenters la- 
ment one Inftanae as too often appearing aimotfg 
them:* When a wealthy, or proud, or powerful, Of 
humourfbme Man, will have his own Way in an E- 
Ie£li5n, or elfe will tear all the Congregation in pie- 
ces ; and to carry his Point, will Court and Carafe* 
And Threaten the meaner part of the Audience, and 
thus take away from others, what he makes trheftett- 
fon^ in a great Meafure, of his own DiiTent, a, Liber- 
ty of judging for them fe Ives. 

I know not, Sir, whether you wjll! think it within 
your Province to attempt the Redreft of thefe Evils; 
I think every Man ffluft acknowledge that the Pra&i- 
res here condemned are fcandalous to a Virtuous and 
Free-born People, and much more! to that Christian 
Liberty you are pleading for . But poflibly you may 
judge tne Temper incurabte, add frort dafoair of 
Succefs forbear to fey any Thing your felf* ¥ ou are 
welcome, if you think it may do any Service, or is 
fit to have any Room in your Paper, to publifhthis 
Letter from ';..•'•••; 

S Jtf, 

Tour Admirer? end humble Servant, 
Jen. 29, 1716. EieutKerus. 

. i - ' iv. r* 
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lY.Tfithe Jftttyr of the Qccasiqval Paper. 

549. »5. 1116. ■ 
SIX, 

j .... 

I Return you my Thank* for the Pleafure I have re- 
ceiv'd say Self id reading fome of your late Pa- 
pers 5 and for the good Service I hope they may have 
done die Public ,• by fetting Right the meaning of 
ftaae Wotds of general and important Ufe, and pre- 
venting dbp ill Gonfequenoe* a perverted Notion of 
Churchy Gfntftitutwn^ Orthodoxy ^ &c. might occafioii. 
Give me leave to 3 Mb* to You another Subjeft; ! 
conceive of great Importance to the dupe Defign' 
Tis an Obfervation of Mr. Lock, in his Chapter 0/ 
fie AflbeiMtim of Ideas. Me takes Notice, c 'Tis the 

* Office and Excellency of our Reafbn, to hav& 
4 and hold together filch 6f our Ideas as have a fcatu- 

* ral Corrtipondence and Connection one with anO* 
€ ther. But befides this, there id another Connect* 

* on of Ideas, wholly owing to Chance or Cuftoatl 
' Ideas that in Themfelves are not at aH of Kin., com* 
( to be lb united in fome Men's Mmd&, that 'tis very 

* hard to fcparate them. They always keep iWCom- 
€ pany, and the One no (boner at any Time come* 
c into the Understanding, but its A^bciate appears 
c with it j and if they are more than TWO, 4he yhol* 
9 Xfoo^always infeparably Ihew themfeives togettieR 
He adds fome Inftances to explain' his OMervatio& 
c The Ideas of Goblins and Sprightsfeave really no 
f more to do with Darknefi than Ligfifc Yet I« 

* but a fooliih Maid inculcate thfefe often on the 

* Mi^of-a^Chiid, and raife thefa Aie^ togethtt ^ 

* poffifely he&aH nevef be able to : ftpa?ate thenfc 
' again ae 4^ as he live? \ but Daf Imeft ftatt ever 

at** 
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afterwards bring witMt thole frightful Ideas. Let 
the Idea of Infallibility be infeparably joyii'd to 
any Perfbfr> and'thefe Two conftantly poffefs the 
Mind ; and then one Body in two Places at once, 
ihall unexamined be fwallowed for a certain Truth 
by an implicit Faith, whenever that imagin'd in- 
fallible Perfon diQrates, and demands Affent with- 
out Enquiry. ■ * "• 
c Now fome fuch wrong and unnatural Gombina- 
tions of Ideas (fays this great Obferver df Human 
Mature) will be found to eftablifti the irreconci- 
lable Oppofition between different Sefts of Philofo- 
phy and Religion. This often leads Men of Sin- 
cerity blindfold from common Senle, gives Senfe 
to Jargon, Demonftration to Abfurdity, and Con* 
fxftency to Nonfenfe ; and is the Foundation of the 
greateft, I had almoft laid, of all the Errors of the 
World. . 

This Observation, Sir, I take it, is not a dry Spe- 
culation in Philofophy, nor ufelefs to; any Mamof 
Sincerity, who isdefirouS to be preferved from the 
Infeftion of an Epidemick Madneft, for fuck in Truth 
it really is. We have too many Examples of it among 
our felves^ both to explain the Notion it felf, to 
{(hew the many bad Confequences that attend it, and 
of how much Service it would be to the f World, if 
any Method could be found out to cor reft and amend 
it. • - 

> For Inftance, what a wrong, unnatural Combina- 
tion of Ideas make up the Notion of Kingly Govern- 
ment and Hereditary Succeifion, as it lies in fome 
Men's Heads, j Either Education, or the din of Par- 
ty Pamphlets and Cortverfation, have ever joined to-* 
gether Kingly Government, Abfolute . Monarchy* 
Superiority to all Laws, Arbitrary Power •, ,aud from 
thence inferred, Unlimitted Obedience, and ;an Ab- 
iblute Non-Refiftance in all Cafes : And when die 
Mind has been habituated to join all thefe together* 

Kingly 
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Kingly Government never comes into the Under- 
ftandrng alone, but this wholejgang of Notions aflb- 
dated to it, inieparablyUTew themfelves together 
with it. In like manner, Hereditary Succeffion has 
been by the fame fort of Means afibciated with the 
Ideas of Unalienable, Indefeafible Right ; and they all 
appear ever joined together in fuch an Understanding ; 
from whence, I thinly may be deriv'd the extreme Ob- 
ftinacy of fome Perfons to all Methods of Con vi&ion 
where there is the plaineft Evidence, that thefe 
Notions are entirely feparable from each other in 
Faft and Reafbn, and that they do by ino means 
agree in our Government with Hereditary Kings. 

We have another Inftance of the fame Kind, as 
to the Notion of the Church. Every Thing that is 
found in the Poffeffion of common Ufage and Pra- 
ctice is joined infeparably to it. Every Provifion ot 
Human Prudence, although for its Ornament only ; 
every Garment, Gefture, and Ceremony, are fb 
clolely joined in fbme Mens Heads to the Notion of 
the Church, that they can never think of the one, 
without the other. On the. fame Grounds, every, the 
leaft, Difference in Opinion or Praftice from the com- 
mon Opinions and Ufage, are aflbciated to the Ideas 
of Herefy, Schifm, and Damnation, and ever ap- 
pear in a Gang t ogether •, though in fpite of the 
plaineft Rules of< Chriftian Charity, *mkr J>roteftant, 
Liberty. faf&Ce: J£ *<** < c st c>\ ckv+vJ-* .■«*♦<' **+ +?s>'> 

There is fuch another wrong Combination of /- (-. 
Jets, with . refpefl: to the Whigs. Men have been 
taught to join together Republican, Anarchy, Con* 
fufion, Rebellion, Murther, Forty-one, and I know 
not how many frightful Notions more, to the Name 
of Whig' Thefe have been fb riveted together in 
their Minds, on fblemn Occafions, from the Reve- 
rence of the Place, the Authority of the Speaker, 
and the Force, of public J: Qrwory, that they can no 
more feparate them afterwards, thai} ft M&n who 

has 
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has been frightned by his Nurfe in his Infancy, can 
feparate the Ideas of Darknefs and Hobgoblins* 

- 1 might obferve many othefr Inftances. of the fame 
Nature, bat fhall only mention to you* Sir, one 
fltore^ which is the unnatural Combination of Ideas 
irith the Word Presbyterian aftd Prtefiant Differ* en 
Men have, been habituated, whenever they think of 
a Diffenter y M think at the fame Tiirie, . of aft man- 
ner of Gonfufion and Irregularity , irre&mcileabltf 
Enrtrity to all Civil Government, and Ecclefiaftical- 
Order, impbecable Hatred to the Eftabiiflrtl Church 
and Government of thefe Kingdoms j Notwithftand- 
ing, they have feen the Diffenters Friends to the 
Church in its greateft Danger, and « faithful Sub- 
jects to Priricesy as any in their Dominions : TKo' they' 
have feen, at the fame tmfe, Principles of Paffive O- 
ftedience produce a barbarous Deftgn of Aflaffination j 
and of Non-refiftance, make way for more than one 
Rebellions If you will: bear with a fhort Story, I 
will give you, & r * &** Inftance of this fort of Mad- 
nefs, by which you msy fee in what manner it poC- 
. fsffks the Common People. A Country-man driving 
a loaded Cart thro' a dirty Lane, the Cart was fee? 
feft ; after the Horfe had attempted briskly feveral 
Times to draw it out, he was jaded, and would draw 
no more i and neither anfwer my Gountry-man'sf 
Voice, nek Whip* This Co enraged him, that at laft 
he exprels'd his Refentment, and way of thinking, 
m the following Words — Pdx on yaufor a confound- 
jd tPhijgtfij Presbyterian Dog, you will not fo much 
ai try to draw j and be daf&n'd to you. 

You 1 fee* Sir, how Confufion, Whig, Presbyte- 
rian, and Damnation lay together in this FeHotf's 
Head, that they follow one another in a Train, tho* 
k be ontp taartfe * pOOT Horie. I wifh there were 
no other Qaifttry-menj ©fa more diftlnguifhed Cha- 
/after, tfhbfe Btein^ nevarthelefe, are in the fame 
Condition with bk 

<' A* 
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As you do not put your Name to ycur. Paper, 1 
hope, Sir, you will excufe me for not fubfcribing 
mine to my Letter : But if ever we fhould chance to 
Jcnbweach other, you may depend upon it, you will 
find me with great Sincerity, 

SIR, • - - 

Xmr very humble S&VJUft ttt 

V. To the ^Author if the, Occasion At 'Papr*» 

SIR, 

I Once did my felf the Honoijr to .write to ,yOM be- 
fore, and had the Favour of a publick Notipe-j 
Your Impartiality and Candour in the glorious Q|u(^ 
of Liberty and Truth; or as you-exprels it m ithe 
flrft Ad vertifement j in taku/g fjf falfe Colours x fla- 
ring Matters ofFatt as they are^ and Matters of, Right 
as they ought to b$ \ has encouraged me to rpgreient 
to you a Cafe which has been often mfftaken, and is 
newly taken notice of by a Paipphteteer, pwrooune'd 
in an Advert ifement, from himfelf or hisB&o&ipl-T 
ler, to be an eminent Hand, to the. Prejudice of * 
fort of People who have as juft a Senfe of Liberty* 
and Averfion to Popery, as any of their JSleighbowrsv 
The Cafe, in fhort is, The Diflenters no^ wpkiflg a-, 
gainft Popery in the Reign of King .3fap*- 1\,? and 
Addr effing him upon the Lifcrty granted^ % them; 
Now, Sir Ja beipg well acquainted with thofe Pijogle,. 
and the Circumiiances of that, Cafe, I thought it be- 
came the Regard which every Man owes to Trytlj 
and injured Innocence, to fet before you, m; a fe% 
Words, the true State of that Cafe ; not- with any. 
Defign, I aifure you> to difparage tbe ; .Churc^o^ 
leflen the Gl^ of the immortal .Writings of p®* 
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Learned Men in its Defence. For certainly fi<?v?^ 
any Caule was better defended with greater Bra- 
very of Spirit, or Dexterity of Mahagement, or 
With better Saccefs. But can't Men do Right to 
theipfelves without, injuring other People, and blow 
their own Praifes without blaftmg the Credit of all 
iboutthem? Muft they needs raife their Triumphs 
and Trophies Upon the Ruins of other Mens Repu- 
tation? ; ' " ; * ' ' 

' The Diflenters are kpown by their common Prin* 
•eiples to be at as great a Difhfnce from Popery t as any 
Proteftants whatfeever : and cannot reasonably be 
fufpetled of favourable Inclinations to it, by thofe 
4»hb have often charged them with too great Stif- 
ii€($ m ' their Opposition, and ftandiiig at too great 
%'Diftance from it. ' Their fundamental Principle 
fcfthie SulBciehcyandPerfeaion'ofthe Scripture- 
Rule in all Matters of Fatdi and Worfltip, as well ^3 
Life aftd Manners, i$ dire&Iy oppofite to the whofc 
Frajtte of Poperjr, Uhd ' ftr&fcs at the very Root d? 

Befide«, they few the Danger' of Popeiy , and pave 
the firft A&rrii to the Nation in the Reign of Kma 
Charles It. when the High Chui*ch Men thought it > 
*ritin*Pr%fit or Melancholy Difcontentf, and charged 
it -with Faftibn and Sedition. Many of their greaM 
eft Mten at- that Tiifee Wrote feveral Things of greafe 
Consideration id their different Kinds ilfix.*BAxttr y 
Dr. Own, Mr.P<?a/, Mr. Ciarkftm, ' M*n 6t Learning 
and ^Capacity, equal- to the beft Writers of the 
f&J Church, In the Year KJ75. they jotoed together iti 

(> F' „ a Volume of iJMormng LeSwes^ agfc&ft the pritm* 

ft* *fpal Points ofthePopilH ttoftrfne ; in which rooft 
Of thefr confiderable Mlnifters in and about the Qfejr 
of/fitehn, bore their Part i and fever al of them no 
tray Jnferiour to any other Performance's on thoft 
Subjects? *•*"• •*•"'' "'•*' * * -"^ 
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. Nor tould they be charged with PujUtnimHy or 
Cowardice in a Time of Danger, any more than Af-» 
fe&ion to Popery ; For they ,had fuffered fevere; 
Things for many Years together from the Hands of 
their angry Brethren*, and were more inured td fuf-* 
fer by long Profecutions, when the Church-men fa$ 
Sjiteale, ana fhone, in wq^jdly Glory ^ though ndne^ 
tfiade louder Complaints upon the firft Violence and 
In vafion of their Rights. ... ' v • /j >, 

, :: But the Grand Pwen.ce is, That .at th/tt fi'm^ 
when Popery appeared bare-faced, and threatened 4 
fudden Jtuin, fo few of the Diffenters}. wrote againfe, 
it; but Three mentioned in the printed Catalogued 
Now, Sir, .it falls out very unluckily herd,, that the 
firft Book againft Popery in that Reign was writ by, 
* DiffentingMidifter, f Mr. Samuel Chandler's, brislt , * * \ 
9nd polite DifcourfQ concerning therji who tuth ttip. 
World up-fide dqwn) though no Notipe Was ever ta-? 
ten of it in the pijblifhed Catalogues. :: ,The fevera^ 
Xr^fts .which are mentioned in them, under the, 
Nams ignotuS) which are fbme of tham very confi- 
derable, were writ by an unknown Diflenter. . And 
'tis a Bafenefs Mf law Mention, if the NecelBty 0C 
the Cafe did not juftifip it, That nothing which was 
faiown to come from a Diflenter could obtain a Lit* t 
cenfe for the Prefi \ .jio* though powerfully ?ecom- j, ^ 
laended by fuch Great Men as Dr. Tdlotfm and Dr. ^ 4 J ' 
Uiggett 3 the two fceft Reafoners.in that Controverfie j .;r "*. ■>• 
as in the Cafe of Mr. t Pendle1mrfs <&ifcourfe againft — ' 
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fratfubftdntiation, which being fraajl, was pijbli/hed ; \ * * ' - 
without a Iykeftfe;* and .^Jfcmur's larger .Book/*< ,|t J* f^ 
agjinft the Vrincipd Fopifb ^oUrmsl^hick wa» jujpn, 
this only Account, .wholly fupprefs'd. . Is it fair and 
^wl Treatfltept to bind- Men Hand a#d tfoot, and 
ufiftodthem, wflth Cowardice? To &o% theic Mwths,' 
ipd then rejftoach'them for Silence? Is this Honour,^/* 
or Confriejice^or fit to be mentioned oyer *tgain ae r 
iini tl&£ 6t Day ? But ifome Men knoW 60 more thf s 
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true State of the Proteftant Diflenters, though they 
live among them, than they do of the Country of 
the Great *JMogul> or Cham ofTartary. 

Befides, the greater Part of the Church- Writings 
began upon perfonal Challenges and Provocations, 
from Conferences and Difputes, in which it Would 
not have been proper for Others to interpofe. This 
ibmetimes drew them out to a confiderable Length, 
as the Mifrefrefentatiovs and %eprefentations of Po- 
pery ; the \ Conferences at the Savoy j and the Dean of 
St. ?aul\ &c. And whereas feveral of the Great 
Church-tnen of thofe Times, in the Heat Qf their 
Oppofitmn to the Proteftant Diflenters, feemed to 
verge towards Popery, in fbme Points of Importance y 
as the Authority of the Church, the Perfe&ion of the 
Scripture, Christianity's being CMyfthdlJiidtifm, &c. 
Nothing could be more agreeable than to fee fiigh 
Church-men obliged to quit fotrie favourite Opini- 
ons, and arguing againft the Papifts upon the Prin- * 
ciples of common Proteftantifm j and by which thd - 
Diflenters fupported themfelves againft the Claims 
of the Church. And there is reafon to believe, that: ; 
Contr6verfie helped to fet fome of them Right \ii fe- \ 
veral Points, and made them more cautious and ino- ' 
derate all their Days. 

After all, the Diflenting Minifters preached Z~ 
gainft Popery upon all proper Occafions ; though, a* 
their Congregations were fiifficiently inftrufted a- 
gainft, and averfe to Popery, and fcarce any were , 
ever profelyted from among them j fb they were' 
more impioyed about their proper Province, to 
promote Chriftian Knowledge , and practical Re* 
Jigion. After long Reftraints from Preaching, Im- 
prifbnments, and Confifeationg, they were glad of 
an Opportunity of Returning to their Work, and ' 
bent their Strength to the great Purjfofes of their 
Miniftry; , 
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'Tis true, they Jddrefed the King upon the Li- 
berty of Confidence ; and might they not own the \ j{Ac 
Favour of the Prince in reftbring their juft Rights, 
tho' not in the Way they could have defired ? and 
fa (pending Laws they always thought both urtrigh- : 
teous, and ili-defigned > I ask, by whole Influence, ' 
and for whofe Gratification were they made ? and 
when might they expeft a Temper, or Leg al Relief? ' 
If a Highway-man relate me from a Foot-pad, I\ asp* 
ihould not fcruple to give him my Thanks : And ' 
Popery would have been neverthelefe dangerous,tho' 
the Diflentershad reftlfed the Liberty, and continued ' 
under former Reftrainft. Thd Papifts wbuld have 
had their Liberty, whdthdr the Diflenters had or ' 
no: And was there not need of all Hands at Work 
to preferve the People, and oppole the comrtion E- 
nemy ? Tho', for my part, I confefs I fhould have 
taken the Liberty granted, without thinking any Ad- 
drefi of Thanks was due for it, on thole Terms upon 
which it was granted. 

However,if they * were extravagant in any Expref. 
fions, 'tis plain, tht Church Addfcffifc far exceeded 
tbem \ and they are uptfjtided with a very ill Grace. 
Something might reafbnably be allowed to Men under 
long Oppreffion, elpecially if the Perfon *f who 
drew up the Addrefs, which gave the greateft Oc- 
cafion of this Reproach, was known to be a Perfon i ■ ' , ; / \ 
remarkable for Wit and Fancy, and had then ref- "* . v ' 
ceivtti perfonal Obligations from that Prince in a 
very tender Point, the Pardon of his Son. 

Tis pretty lingular, the Schifm-Att ft ihould be 
thought a great Security of the Protefiant Succtfft*n f 
and Peace of the tyurch, and an Excellent Aft. What 
Church this Gentleman may mean, 1 am not fb cer- 
tain ; but 1 am fure 'tis very ftrange an Aft ftould 



* See the ViwUca&h of tU hearting, Lyalty, fee. of the trote- 
pant Vljfcntersi t Mr. Alfop. | Re*arJu> p. 59, fa 
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be a great Security of the Protectant Succtjfm, whicnt 

was brought into each Hoiife, and earneftly pufliecf 

by two Gentlemen fince attainted of Higlj Treafon^ 

tod concerned in a Rebellion in Favour of the Pre- 

( tender. Befides that, 'tis contrary to tie moft an- 

/ cient and fundamental Rights of Nature, the pa* 

\ triarchal or Family Power \ and is, I think, with- 

1 out a Precedent, not only in any Protectant or Chri- 

. } ftaivCountry, but among Turks and Pagans ; any far- 

V * '\7* ' i \ ther than the Tyranny of $ulian %l or Lews XVI* 

* riiay be pleaded in this Matter. Would this High- 
Church-man think any Church or Power had a Right: 
to deprive hixp of the Education of his em Children, 
or bringing them up as he thought beft ? 

s- Pll venture to tell this Gentleman, upon thisOc-; 

( cafion^ if there were but two Books writ . againft Po- 

\ j>ery in the Re jgn of King y^w/^il. That there were 

* twenty Church-men, of confiderable Note, among; 
i t the Clergy, as, well as Laity, who turned Papifts in 

■ tfiat Reign, and fome of them followed the abdi' 
| cated Prince ; and that the late Rebels againft King 1 
\ George, were Papifts and Higb-Church-men^ without 
\ two Diflenters among them all. 

Sir, your impartial Regard to Truth, will allow 

a fair Hearing where that is pretended to be injii* 

red, and will for ever oblige 

Feb. 7. I7rf .•• ..m .. . .,., 

*ar Admirer and tmfflle Serif diet. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

Any kind of Letters, hptys t Extrttls out ofv*l**b!t 
Authors, or Intelligence -of any jfgmrt Hhieh pup ftrve 
the firft declared Intention of this Ptper t rt»"X be thank- 
fully received, if direStd to the Author of the Occa- 
sional Paper, to be, left At North* j Cofet-boufe, Kiiig- 
ftreet, »w GuiI4-hall, London. Poft paid. 
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tVbat tbo the field be loft? 

All is not. loft i tb' unconquerable WiB, 
And fiudy of Revenge, immortal Hate 
And Courage never tofubmit or yield: 
• (And what is elfe not to be overcome ?) 
That Glory nevet (hall bis Wrath or Might 
Extort from me.-* — - "* - 
Confult bow we may henceforth moft offend 
Our Enemy, our own Loft how repair, m 

How overcome this dire Calamity, 
What Reinforcement we may gain from Hope, 
If not, what l\efelution fiom Dcfpair. 

Satan j Speech to Beelzebub. 
Milt- Parad. loft. 3.1. 
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j|HE reftlcfs Enemies of out 
Peace arid Religion, leave no' 
Methods unattetnpted to effect 

1 their villanous Defigns for the 
Subversion of Both. It is the 

' profefs'd Intentioti of this Paper, 
to ferve ("as far as it can) the Liberties of 
Mankind, and in particular of our dear Coun- 
try; and therefore I think it feafonable to offer 
fome Things concerning the prefent Methods' 
in which our Enemies attack them ; I mean 
thofe Plots and Cotifpirachr, by which they are 
contrMng to deprive us of them. 

Where open Force fails of Succefs, Men of 
wicked arid pernicious Purpofes betake themr 
felves to the Shelter Of Clouds and Darknefs ; 
toalltheftudied Arts of Treachery and Deceit; 
True to nothing but their' Ambition and Luffc 
of Power, their iifiplacable Revenge, or their 
furious Superftition. But by thefe they are car- 
ried on to any Methods that may ferve to gra- 
tify their Paflion ; tho' with the Ruin of Whole 
Nations, and the tlnfpeakable Miferies of their 
©wn Country. 

A a Men 
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Men of boundlefs Ambition cannot r$ft, tilf 
they have form'd a Scheme that promifes them 
Succefs; and are continually working to bring 
others into their Meafures ; Some as united to 
them by the fame ambitious Profpe&s ; Others 
as Dependants upon them, or brib'd over to 
their Party. 

Implacable Hatred and Ill-will to Perfons 
in Power, often puts Men upon all Methpds 
to rum and deftroy them, tho' with the mani- 
feft Mifchief of the Community ,• nay, and 
fometimes when they involve therofehres in the 
(* Common Ruin: As a great Enemy of King 
William was reported to have faid, He would 
fuin him if he could, tho he was Jure to be damnd 
for it the next Moment; 

But bcfides thefe wicked Paifions which have 
oocafioned Plots in all Ages* there is another 
Caufe that has been at the Bottom of the moft, 
and 'laoft nufc&ievous Plots in our own Coun- 
try, and Neighbour Nations, for a longTimc ; 
that is, zfalfe and fuperfittious Zeal. On this 
the Antichriftian Polity of Rome is founded. 
A Means has been found out to form a word- 
ly Polity out of a Religion intended to wean 
Men from the World. T%e Pope, by enflaving 
the Consciences of all that own him for the 
Head of their Religion, has lifted to himfclfa 
spiritual Militia ; and hereby has Numbers rea- 
dy at Haad to undertake any Mifchief he (hall 
put them upon: Since they are taught to be- 
lieve all Things conduce to the Salvation of 
their Souls, that are done in Obedience to bis 
^ Commands. This Principle can procure a Clt- 

<„ went, or Ravi Sac, to take off Princes, when they 
fufpeftcd to fiand in their Way. This can 

engage 
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cfigage Men to form unnatural Defigns of de- 
ftroying the beft Part of a whole Nation at £ f - 
once by Gun-fowder, and a great Fart of atio* of ,* } 
ther by an fnhumane Mqlfacre. In fine, it can JnrtL*.\*i 
command and direft all manner of Wicked* 
nefs, for the Deftru&fon of any Perfons who 
fhall be fo hardy as to imagine, the Servant if 
God's Servants Is not Emperor of the World : &> 
that however Ambition, and Covetoufnefs may \ 

be the Springs of Ad ion, in the principal Pro- 
moters of fuch Confpiracies, 'tis yet a tierce 
and falfe Zeal for Religion, by which they arc 
cond uded to their Execution. Oik wonki hive 
hoped thefe Mifchiefs of Popery had been re- 
ftified at our Reformation ; but yet oar Hifta-' 
xy affords too many Inftances, that the Pofjjfi 
Emijfaries have (till the Skill and good Lock to 
dupe thofe that have even protefied againft 
their Errors and ConduS f to engage them ir> 
Plots for their own Deftru&km \ and make them 
jive the moft unaccountable Inftances of a real 
r anaticifm, when they are halloow'd by an Ita- 
lian Policy to worry their Brethren undo? the 
Name of Fanaticks. 

That this is the main Principle of out Pkff, 
in England at Jeaft, for above this Hiuwbed 
Tears laft paff, may appear from du Perfotts 
engage^ in them, and the Methods they ha*e 
ufed to promote them; Thefe have been &> 
much ode and the jame, and the Steps tatoi 
againft our Government, as Pm*Jlant> £o Uni- 
form, that 'tis a Wofrier even the Common 
People do not fully fee through tbent* and per- 
ceive whence they come, what they aim at, 
and' by what means fiich Ptojcfts arc to be 
executed. • 

The 
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The Peffons concern'd in thefe Plots have fi- 
ver been the Papifts out of the Church, and the 
High-Flyers, or Popifcly-affe&ed within the 
Church. They have, indeed, as under Plots of 
their own, made a Fe*W for the Whigs and Pro* 
V 1 * : it teftants. Mrs, Celier midwiv'd one into the 
, World out of a Meal-lub -, and by another* 
< :VC they got fuch brave Men as Lord Rujfel, At- 
J"$ 'H/i?$ H srnoon Sidney, &c. out of the Way: for thefe, 
y^Cu an d fi^h ^k c pretended Proreftant Plots, have 

' plainly appeared upon Examination, and in 

their Conlcquences, the Eftefts of Popifh Coun- 
cils and Tory Defigns. I joyn the Papifis and 
JEgb-Flyers together, becaufe they have ever 
been united in the fame Meafures ,• have gone 
Hand in Hand With each other at every Turn, 
and have fallen into all the fame common Me- 
thods of deftroy ing our Religion and Liberties^ 
Thus when they found a Prince, for Inftance, 
inclinable to favour Popery, or any Advances 
towards it, thefe were the &£en who joyntly 
made court to him ; complimented him with , 
unlimited Paflive Obedience and Non-Refiftarice ; 
made the Titles of fuch as they had Hopes 
from, Unalienable and Indefeafable • and their 
Power fupfcriour to all Law ; and every Provi- 
' lion to the contrary, tho' it had a Parliamenta- 

?t Sanation, void and insignificant. The fame 
erfons mutually concurred to engage a Party 
among the Clergy, to fuppprt thefe Tenets by a 
Divine Sanation, and mote effectually fpread 
them among the Common People ; and thp 
more heartily to engageThem, and at the fame! 
Time to promote their own Defigns in view, 
they concurred to advance Their Power and Au- 
thority to equal Extravagancy with that of the 

Cfowri i 



0/ PLOTS. 7 

Crown ; that fo the Church and the King, or in 
more modern Phrafe,the Cry of Church and Queen 
might on every Occafion, carry all before them. 

But when this Scheme became impractica- 
ble, and a Prince was on the Throne that they 
could not engage in their Defigns, then they 
as heartily joyn d together againft him : Fa- 
voured as much as they could, the Title of An- 
other : Harangued againft the Lawfulness of 
taking the Oaths to any but the right Heir ; 
meaning, him whom they fhould be pleas'd to 
call fo. Tho' at the fame Time, the leading 
Men are to take the Oaths themfclves, with a 
double Intention ; to ferve their own Intereft 
by the Profit of their Places, and by their 
Power within Doors to hearten and keep a- 
Jive the frojcds of their Aflbciates without. 

The fame Men concurred likewife to under* 
mine fuch a Government, by artfully applying 
to it the Diftin&ion between a King de Fafto 
and de Jure. By which means they continued, 
a Declaration againft the lawful Right of the 
Prince in PoflTeffion ; and did the Government 
as much Mifchief, and in fome Refpe&s more, 
than if they had abfolutely refufed to fubmit, 
or take the Oaths to it at all 

There is one thing more, and that one of 
their moft darling Methods, in which they 
were heartily united ; to raife as far as poffible 
the Enmity and Hatred of the Church and 
Nation againft thofe, who of Old were cal- 
led Puritans, of late more commonly Presbyte- 
rians. They have ever been induftrious to fix 
all manner of Calumny and Reproach upon 
them, to render them incapable of fcrving 
their Country, or having any Power to ad a- 

gainft 
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Sinft Them : Well knowing, and upon fome 
ccafions owning, they could not effe&ually 
compafs their Defigns till thefe Men were re* 
moved out of their Way. It was obferv'd long 
fioce by the renown 'd Sir Robert Cmon* until 
the Eleventh Year of Queen Elixjibettis Reign* 
" a Rtcnfawis Name was fcarcely known. 
" The Reafon was, becaufe that the Zeal be* 
gotten in the Time of the Marian Perfetutton 
was yet frcfli in Memory. — In thofe Days 
" there was an Emulation between the Clergy 
" and the Laity, and a Strife arofe whether of 
" them £bould ihew themfelves moft affeftio- 

u nate to the Gofpel rBut when they faw 

" their great Ctrjphaus Sanders hadflily pinn'd 
" the Names of Puritans on the Sleeves of the 
u Proteftants that enqountred them with moft % 
" Courage, and pcrceiv'd that the Word was 
u pJeafing to fome of our own fide, they 

* took Heart at Grafs, to fer little by the Scr- 

* Tke of God and Duty to their Sovereign/' 
'Tis however obfervahle, that many of thefe 

Phts have met with that Fate that is common : * 
For few Phts have been wholly fuccefsful with* 
out Difcovery and Difappointmeht in fomc 
Part or other, the Methods of Difcovery and 
Prevention are fo various and remarkable. 

They are often difcovered by the ordinary 
Methods of gotd Poluy y a skilful Management 
and Dexterity in Affairs. Wife and watch- 
ful Governours have quick Eyes as well as long 
Arms. They can have Intelligence from pri- 
jrate Corners, as well as pubiick Courts : find 
ways to mingle with all Cabals, and dive in- 

i m i ■' } ■ ■! —— — mm > . 

* C<*tou'; Poftbum*) p. 14*. 
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to the deepeft Secrets: Tfaus'Qu^n Eti£ahet&$ 
wife Minifter, Sir Frames JVatfiugfaif*) gof intoj 
the grand Secret of the Spanifi Jwafton? znd<> 
procured his Information by an original Let* 
ter out of the Popes own Pocket: It Teems thp I 
Kin^ of Spain, from an officious Zeal for theJ 
Pope s Buffing on his Undertakings had> by a J 
Letter writ with his own Hand, acquainted! 
him, with the true Intention of his great Pee- 1 
parations: But the indoftrious Englijh MiwA 
fter fo far turn d it into a Curfe, as to, blaft the! , 
whole Contrivance to ehflave us, and redoc* W . K 
the exorbitant Power of that Family, fo danger* 
ous to the whole Protellant Caufe, and *the 
Liberty of their Neighbours/ By the : Vigi* 
lance of the fame wife Minifter, in the Reign 
of. James L he procured a Box out of the $><*• 
ntjh Amfajfador's Clofet, which contained all his 
fecret Inftru&ions* The many good Eflefts of 
fuoh private Intelligence In the late War, axe 
referv'd for a fuller Hiftory of thofe Times/ ^ 

Nor are Courage and Bravery in a Govern* 
ment lefs confiderable to prevent the Erfeds of 
Plotsy than a skilful and vigilant Policy is ta 
deted them. When a Senfe of Liberty and 
Zeal for True Religion, infpires a brave Pccf 
ple with Spirit and Courage, ajl the Force, of 
a blind Zeal and flavifh Spirit, has never been 
able to ftand againft it. To omit all remoter 
Examples, we have a fufficiept Evidence of 
this, in the fuccefsful Defence of our Liberties 
under the glorious King fffilliam, and the 
many victorious Years of the late Qwen. 

Sometimes the Confpirators them felves are 
Inftruments in the Dilcovery of their own 
Plots, The Horror of an inhuman Fad has 

B terrify Vi 
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terrify M a frity Mittd. The Tendernefs of 
human Niture, fotne Leavings of Confcicnce 
and Grfttitttdet the frightful Senfe of involving * 
innocent Ferfotift in Ruin, and one's native 
Country in Blood and Defolation, have fomc- 
times given a <hock to Mens Minds, and 
tnis'd an inward Remorfe. The JJfajJtuation 
a, , jp/iwr in King Williams Reign, was difcover'd ' 
v * v*< 5y Mr. PtnJergrafs, who was ftruck with Hor- 
ror at the firft Propofal of it, and from that 
Moment, refolv'd to make the Difcovery. And 
a Soldier lifted in the Pretenders Service, was a- 
teong the firft Difcoverers of the late Rebellion. 

A Difcftvery and Prevention of Plots are of- 
ten owing to the wak, ConduZi of the Plotters* 
aiid the wrong Meaiures they enter into* O* 
ratines Conspiracy was one of the moft de*- 
fperate ever known in the Roman State. A w 
difgufted Part of the Nobility, many broken 
Officers, joytied to others of profligate Lures 
and rum'd Fortunes, united under a crafty 
.attd darirtg Head, to overturn the Govern- 
. incut : But this formidable Confpiracy came 
to the Knowledge of the Conful Cicero, by the 
childilh Imprudence of Q. Curius, one of the 
Plotters, who trufted the Secret to his Miftrefs 
Rthia. Envy, Jealoafy, or Treachery, fomo- 
ttmes make the Gonfpirators fatfe to the De- 
fign, or.to each Other. Men who are wicked 
enoogh (from Pique, Atnbttion, or Hope of 
Advantage from publick Troubles) to confpire 
a^ainft tberr native Country and lawful Go- 
vernors, may well be fepppfed falfe enough to 
their Companions, to betray them for the 
fame Reafon*. 

And f cry often thefe fecret Works of Dark- 
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nefs have been brought to light by fomc A3 of 
a kind Providence. A fmall Incident, an tinde- 
fign'd Step, a little Wcaknefs or Overtfght have 
been over-ruTd to break a weltaoncerted 
Scheme of Mifchief. The Mifcarriage of a 
Letter and the Miftake of a Name, are con- 
siderable Circumftances in the Hiftory of the J^/rfi 
Ptrwder-Plat. The open Plots againft the Reli-» 
gion and Liberties of England in .the Reign of 
James II. was ruin'd by an indifcreet Hafk, and ' 
over-forward Zeal to make it fure. As a great . 
Man * obferv'd on this Occafion, ^ The very ' 
<c Counfels and Methods of our Enemies did 
" propofe the way for our Deli verapce, and per- 
<c haps more effectually than any Counfel or . 
" Contrivance of our own could have done. 

In fine, fuch Defigns are often confounded, /-j±\ / 
when they have the greatest likelihood of Sue- 
cefsi and are juft on the Point of execution, by • 
taking off fome of the principal Afters, or mou 
powerful Supports. The manner of the Kings /*- 
Accefjim to the Throne, and the fubfequent^c ,->• £•*/ 
Death of tbe late French King, were faral Blow$ -/W'. / , , 
to the defperate Defign of bringing in the Pre* 
tender, ana the Rebellion which was rais'd to 
promote it. 

One would wonder fo many Methods of 
Disappointment and Difcovcry, fhould not cure 
Men of their Inclination and Fondnefs for Plot- 
ting. One would think, the Plotters among our 
felves in particular, fhould fet themfelves about 
concerting new Meafures with a very dead 
Heart> when they conftder how often, and in. 
what variety of Ways, their former Schemes 
have been difcover'd and , rendered Abortive :.. 
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When f<^ frequently cither the Carelefnefs and 
TTrea'ch^ry m Friends, or the Vigilance ind Pe- 
netration of EnepaiesThaye fpoifd the whole 
Ptojd<& ' Hp\fr c»n - Aey : pferfuade themfelvcs 
tHey IhaH fucceed better with the next, than 
they idfd toitH their laft Contrivance ? Why, we 
fee. Qar'forraer Error, Ji'ow we miftook the laft 
Tjttfe ;'flich;an Overfight was the Occafion of 
otir MiTtarrjfo£ e j but we will, take care to avoid 
eyery thing of a like kind for the future; and 
then we may, promife pjur felves Succeft. 

'But fuve tbpy cpnfider not at the fame time, 
that ever$ neV Attempt, and the Difcovery of 
it; t$uft;make them a^aijift' whom they Plot, 
morfe ii^oh^tlifeir Guard ,• more thoroughly ap- 
ipr jze tnem v W'henci? thejif Danger cpmes, and 
httw;yi£ c fflay^ be thoft efFe&ually prevented: 
Th#t *&^y t)ifappoititment will takeaway 
fpnie ; fVfetfd$; make others' lefs able Pr lels 
ready t8 aflllHhem ; more bark ward and" cool 
ih their Interests, at leaft in, hazarding them- 
felV£s and their Fortunes together with them. 
3 Ti$V befides, great odds, but when, they 4 em- 
ploye double Care to fame one Point, they leave 
fome' other Parts of their Projeft more 'unguard- 
ed than they, were before. 

indeed there is fomethipg in the itenr De- 
figns thefeMen aim at r that ihotild forebode a 
Difappbintment. To reduce thefe Nations to 
Ifofery and Slavery is, after all, 'a bold Under- 
taking : Men 'may flatter themfelres with the 
Madnefs of the common People, and the Pains 
which have been taken to reconcile them gra- 
dually, to both ,thofe Evils, Which it'itmit be 
allaw'd have been very great;, yet whenever 
the inifchievpus and fat^l Confcqueaces of fuch 

Dcfigns 
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Defigns fhall come to be feen and felt, They 
who now reckon themfcjves furc of their pre* 
fent deluded Followers, may find themfelves 
miftaken in them to their Coft. 'Tis true> we 
are fhort-fighted enough, and do not often dif- 
"cover Danger at a great Diftance. The Eng- 
Iffhy whether from native Honefty or Courage, 
are. not prone to Jealoufy and Sufpicion. Yet ' 
the hideous and monftrous Appearance a near 
approach of Popery and Slavery would make, 
will be apt to ftartle an Englijhman himfelf : 
And what they are like to do in fucha Jun- 
cture, we may reafonably guefs from what they. 
bravely did at the Revolution* And feveo fifch 
of Them, to put the wofft, as cannot, fee at 
all) may have iome feeling left ; as thefe fame 
Plotters have e'er now found. As fond as fame 
of our Gentry appear o£ the Company and Po- 
liticks of thefe Leaders, furely they * retain 
fome little Love for Thenjfelves, and will 
hardly be willing to part \>ritb one half of their* 

F dates to them. Whenever it comes to this, 
cannot think but they would rather fubmit to 
the Inconvenience of a Proteftant Prince, and 
the Proteftant Religion, than purchafe Popery 
and a Popiflj Pretender (as much their J>ar- 
lings as they are) at th6 Price of all their y/ ^ , 

Church Lands. <& r £ ^ (17/ ''/ -' •' /* : 'A^ Ji^jL^-^y^ *'* t 

What theiv may ft be faid, can yet induce/^- 
Men to engage anew in fucfa mifebievous De- 
flgns, when it is upon fo many Accounts high- 
ly improbable they fhould ever fucceed ? We 
find that in fpight of all Discouragement, no 
fooner is one Befign deteded and prevented, 
but another is fet on Foot. The Dilcovery of 
One Plot only turns them out of the .Way they 

were 
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were then in ; but they immediately ftep into 
another, by which they hope to arrive at their 
propos'd End. 

Some have from hence taken Occafion to. 
difcredit the Advantages of Liberty and the 
happy State of a fret people : As if Plvts and 
feditious Contrivances againft the Peace of a 
Nation, and Authority of a Government, were 
Evils naturally arifing from Freedom and Li- 
berty; and that they are abundantly more 
frequent among a Free People, than among 
thole that live under Abfolute apd Arbitrary 
Poiter.. i ' 

Bhv whoever oonfiders the Hiftory of our 
Owe* or other Nations, will find this is falfe 
in Fa&» and fo a Scandal on Liberty : That 
moft Plots, and the Difturbances occafion'd by 
them, have had their Spring and Original from, 
Men of Arbitrary Designs, and who were con- - 
triving the Slavery of their Country. It is 
certain, the generous Principles of Liberty have 
been often exerted <m fnch Occasions : *but *cis 
as certain, they have not been exerted in Plot- 
ting againft others fo much as in a neceflafy 
Self- Defence, and to prevent the EffeSt of Plots 
/orm'd againft themfelves. Whence arofe the 
Tumults and Diforders of the Roman State in 
the Times of S)Ha> Catiline, Caf or, &c? pid 
they fpring from the Principles of Roman Li- 
berty y or their Ambition and Tyranny "? Ir 
was when Cafar had trampled on the Rights of 
Rome ^ and. was upon the Point of extinguish- 
ing their Liberties for: ever ; that a Zeal for 
Freedom didated that Paper to be fix'd on the 
Statue oi Bruhu,Uiinam vivtres. ^ 'Tis true, when 
Men have . been inur'd to a Imkifi or Swedijb 

Slavery, 
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Slavery, they may in Time become Slam in 
the Temper of their Minds, as much as in the 
Circumftances of their Condition ; and fi> grow 
Tame in the maft abjed and mifcrable Stale : 
But he muft fare be a Madman, or worfc, one 
that hopes to (bare in the Spoils of his ntin'd 
Country, who can think fuch a Mifcry mote 
to be defired, than the word Inconveniences 
that can attend a Straggle for Liberty* and 
therein for ail that is dear and valuable to 
Men. 

. It may however be one poffible Encourage- 
ment to ill-defigning Men, under a free Go- 
Yerament, that they may hope more ea£ly to" 
*fc*pe their deferred Punijbment> by the Benefit 
of fuch Forms and Methods of Coovt&ioa* 
which are fettled as a Barrier to the Liberties 
of the Subje&: Yet, in truth, it is comatffily 
feen, that the Aifoftions of a People to a good 
Government, and the Senfe of Common lace* 
reft to prefcrve it from Danger and Infota* ig* 
Security, as dfe&ual, as if die Prince had an 
Arbitrary Power to do him&lf Right: And 
etio'a Pe6pk may be blinded for a Seafon, 
fa as not go perceive the ill Intentions and 
Practices of fcch Malccontencs ; perhaps fee 
fo far deluded, as to favour them ; yet a gene- 
ral Infatuation feldom lafts very lone under a 
good and fieady Adxniniftratioa? And wiien 
•ace they come to have their Eyes opened* 
Vis not uncommon so refent the Injury done 
Themfdves by being impos'd upon, as wdl 
as the Injury inoended to their Pkinoe and 
Country. Bat leaft of aB can the Pins of vtt 
Ttmes be aflign'd tofucha Cade, as the Liber- 
ty of a free People. The Men concern d in 

them. 
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them, and the Ends they propofe and aim it 
by them, are irreconcileable to all Liberty 
whatfoever, Ecclefiaftical or Civil. Thefe Per- 
fons and Defigns are avowed and fworn Ene- 
mies to both. They rauft certainly . then be 
kept alive by other Encouragements, and pro- 
ceed from other Principles. 
%If we look back to the State of this Nati- 
on, ever fince the Reformation, we fhall find the 
Papifts have been kept in Heart, and in fome 
Hopes of feeing Popery reftor'd again, upoti 
many Accounts ; and to thefe Encouragements, 
with the Ufe they have made of them, I think 
' we may principally afcribe their bold Per* 
feverance in plotting with their Atibciates both 
at Home and Abroad againft us.. For. In- 
ftance, 

In many Reigns of our Princes, iince that 
Time, They have been heartned either by a 
Popift Pretender to the Crown, or with the 
Hopes of a Popifli Succeffion. Good King 
Edward did not outlive his Minority ; and it 
appeared They were not miftaken in their Ex- 
pedations from his Succeflbr Qupen Mary. 
Queen Elizabeth, had innumerable riots againft 
her Perfon and Government, of which Maty 
Queen of Scots was the Life and Soul, both 4s 
arretender to the Crown, during her Life, 
and as the Next to her in Lineal. Succeffiou. 
.King Charles II. befides his own. perfonal Fa- 
vours to the Papifts, had his Brother a Papift 
for his Succeflfor; and the Glorious King 
WWim had the lame Perfon (with all his 
Frifcnds) as an abdicated King, to contend 
with .during his Reign. . . • • 
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I'hefc Circumftances were encouraging e* 
nough, to make that Party a&ive ami ftirring, 
and keep their Caufe ihd Endeavours to pro* 
mote it fo long alive and rigorous among us. 
In many Reigns alfo, They found our Princes 
Themfelves/tbo' Heads of^Proteftaftt Churchi 
too well inclin'd not only tolerate, bat to fa- 
vour Them. There were out two Reigns fincc 
the Reformation, in which they have not had 
the foremention'd Encouragements, either of a 
Popifh Pretender, or a Popift Succeffor ; I mean 
the Reigns of James I. and Charles I. Yet in 
both thefe Reigns They had (he Succefs, by 
feveral Methods, to gain a great Intereft in 
the Government it felf ; fo far as to obtain 
Money, and fome even illegal Favours from 
thofe Princes. What Conceffions to their In- 
tereft did They obtain from King Jdmes* in 
hopes of the Spamfi Match? And what fob- 
ftantial Encouragement had They from the 
Match that afterwards fucceeded with a French 
f ajrift ? The flrft Parliament of King Chartes 
Reign tfas opened June 18, itoj, (which by 
the way was many Years before 1^40) They, 
in a Petition to -the King, thus reprefent thekf 
Senfe, both of the Danger frdm thefe Men* 
and the Caufes of it, which is very full to my 
prefent Purpofe. 

* « The Dangers from the Pftpifts (They ftyl 
" appear in their defperate Defigns, being both 
** the Sobyerfion of the Church and State ; 
" and the Reftlemefs of thofe Spirits to attain 

* fcuflm©lth\r CgthftkiUi Part 1* p. ill. 
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€€ thcfe Ends; the Dodrincs of their Teachers 
" and Leaders perfwading Them, that there- 
* in they do God good Service. 

" Their evident and ftrid Dependency up-* 
cc on fuch Foreign Princes, as no Way *ffe£t 
u the Good of your Ma/efty or this State. 

" The principal Caufes of thefe Dangers 
<c (They fay, among other Things) is, 

<c The Want of the due Execution of the 
u Laws agaipft Jefuits, Seminary Priefts, and 

Popifh Recufants, occafioned partly. by the 

Connivancy .of the State, partly by Defeats 

in the Laws themfelves, and partly by the 
* c manifeft Abufe of Officers. 

" Thelnterpofingof Foreign Princes by their 
<c Embafladors and Agents in favour of Them. 

c< The Employment of Men ill-aflfe&ed fn 
<c Religion, in Places of Government, who do, 
" ihall, or may countenance the Popifh Party. 

Befides thefe Advantages, the Party I am 
fpeaking of dually had one more; that to raa- 
ny\ Purpofes was full out as ufeful to Them, 
as any of the Former ; that is, to find the Su- 
perftition of the Common People, and the 
Weaknefs or Ambition of fome of the Clergy, 
ready not only to receive, but to defend and 
propagate their Principles : So that they were 
not without Hopes Popery might return, under 
the Prote&ion of what were faid to be the 
Principles of the Church of England. When 
They had artfully expofedto Contempt fuch 
Proteftants as wifh'd a farther Reformation, 
They foon found a Party who were willing to 
declare with them, we had reformed a good 
deaj too far. And warmly efpous'd fuch a 

Church 
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Church Power, and Independency of Govern- 
ment, as was not only contrary to the Opfni- 
nion of all our Reformers, but to the whole 
Conftitution of the Church, as by Law efta- 
blifli'd. 

* No Wonder the Papifts fhould be encourag'd /■ 
to perfift in an Endeavour to reftore their Su- 
perftition, when They faw many in the Church 
it felf, and of no mean Rank and Figure,!, k 
heartily for a Laudean Reformation of thef / 
Church of England back to Popery, and as] 
hciarty againft tkeCranmerean Deformation of the/ 
Church, as fome of Them fpightfully term'dj 
our legal Conftitution. 

Such, were, in former Times, the Supports 
of thefe Men ; who have been in a perpetual 
Plot againft us to this Day. But on the other 
Side, for the Encouragement of all fincere Pro- 
teftants, who love the Peace and Welfare 
of their Prince and Country, we .may hope 
They will now daily decreafe* Many of them 
are already provided againft. We have now- 
all the Security that Law can give againft the 
Danger of a Poptfh Succeflbr : And all Reafon 
to belieVe from the Title and plain Intereft of 
our preftnt Prince and his Jfluc, that this Par- 
ty (hall never again take Heart, thro' any Con- 
nivance or illegal Support and Countenance 
from the Throne. 'Tis true, we have a dis- 
contented Party of thefe People among us ; 
refolv'd in their De(igns,one would think, even 
to Madnefs ; yet They have open'd one Thing 
to us, by their late Meafures, that we may 
take for a good Omen, That They fee it ne- 
ceflary Themfelves to change their Methods 
of pra&ifing upon us. The Prince it teems 

' C % They 
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They find is not to be impofed upon* *ad 
drawn into their Meafures, by any of their 
Artificial Management ; nor can they hearten 
Themfclves now in the Hopes of a Popifh Sue- 
cefllon, unlefs They can make one for Them- 
w fjfelves by a Rebellion or an Invafiorr This 
™ \ They feem fenfible of, when They make their 

Succour to the hare* 
the Ni»th.> What a 
geful and implacable 
Jc& f* f* r. ^Spirit may attempt for Them, is uncertain : 
. / fs /) kut whatever They may expeft from his Fu- 
V* -V<* <*'-<j?* ry, or the Madnefs of iome among our felves, 

' ^rrA^ '<'*' wc ^ ave Rcafon to believe, tho it give us 
/ /?rp /v fomt Difturbance for a Time, it may end in 
V ** %x fJ ' Ruin » Them and their Caufe. On our Side, 
^ fs* r -*j& *$ ^c have the Prpteftion of a Prince, wife and 
( * * vigilant, refolved and fteady, of experienced 
Conduct and Courage, and in Pofleffion of all 
the Legal Power of the Nation. And how 
• much ioever his Enemies may flatter Them* 
fdves, in the Difafie&ion of fome to his Per- 
ftm, Family, and Government, he has undoubt- 
edly the Hearts and real Aflfeftions of very many, 
as well as their Oaths and Aflurances of Fide- 
lity ; and of many too, who can fay Upon the 
nobleft Principles, from a Love to the Pro- 
teftaht Religion, and the Liberties pf their 
Country, 

* 

Vuhe & Decerqm eft fro Pafria m$ri> 

And what may not be expc&ed from an 

- hearty Aflfe&ion to a good Caufe, and under 

the Condud of a wife and fteady Management, 

(Hid for which thp Divine Providence h** of* 
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ten appeared in many Inflates, exceedingly 
remarkable ? 

Upon the whoJe, there feems to be but on? 
Thing wanting to fecure our prefent Happi- 
nefs and future Peace, from all the Defigns oi 
our Enemies : That is, the Ufe we ought ta 
make of thefe continu'd Rebellions and Ph$s 
againft the Proteftant Religion, and more e» 
{jj^ciaily the Proteftant Succeflion in the pre* 
feat Royal Family. 

Plots when difcovered and prevented, as 
many of thefe have been, ufually bring two 
Advantages to the Perfons againft whom they 
Are form d : Hereby the Way is difcover'd by 
which the Enemy hope to hurt Them, and 
they are led to obferve their own weak fide, 
whatever it is* either in Constitution or Ad* 
minifiration ; and this affords them the fureft 
Advice, how to weaken the Hands of their 
Enemies, and ftrengthen their own. 

Fas eft & at Jifie dosert. 

Every State (fays a noted Politician) is beft 
maintain'd by the fame Principles on which it i 
was founded ; and for the fame Reafon is beft 
aftack'd by fuch Do&rines and Principles as 
fapand unfettle that Foundation./ When it ap- 
pears wh3t are the Seeds and the Principles *t 
of our Rebellions, what (hall excufe Us if we 
do not purfue .the Advantages of fuch a Dif- 
covery ) Set a Mark on the Principles that] 



"> * 



lead to Rebellion ; and endeavour to root out 
thofe poiibnous Seeds, which* while they re- 
main, will at every Turn, ftoot out a frelb in 
Pf w Defigps againft us ? It is a very flaw 

Queltion, 
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Queftion, which has a very eafy Anfwer, 
" Was the prcfent Eftablifhment founded on 
* the Principles tifually, and with great Solem- 
S " nity, taught in many Parts Of the Nation, 

'£*«. ff on the 30th of January ? That is, on Prin- 

ciple that were ever falfe, but are nowTrea* 
fon in their direft Confequerices ; and are of- 
, ten delivered in fuch Terms, as do not only in- 
cline, bpt incite and provoke poor People to 
rebel. Is it the bed Foundation of a Govern- 
menf to teach People, that, in obeying it, they 
fiibmit to a fuccefsftil Rebellion or Ufurpati- 
on, which it may be 'lawful for them to do, 
when it is in Fad the fupream Government? 
Or does not this ferve to make a Prince fit oiv 
his Throne in a very precarious manner, when* 
his Subje&s are taught not to own his Seat 
there, as of Right, as a Thing they can ftand 
by before God and Man, from the bottom of 
their Souls? I 

Another Advantage which ufually a Govern- 
ment has by the Difcovery of Plots againft it 
isi to know what fort of Men they can never 
fafely confide in: Such on whom the Plotters 
chiefly rfely, They who are apparently united 
with them in all their common Meafures, are 
not, in common Prudence, to be trufted far > 
And (uft fuch Men fhould never have it again 
in theft- Power to hurt Us, who have always 
ihewn their Inclination to ufe whatever Power 
they : have had, either to betray or obftruft 
the Counfels, or 'tflfe to thwart the Meafures 
and clog .the Wheels 6f the Government : In * 
particular, our late Rebellion fliould advife us 
of drie Caution, not to depend very much on 
fuch wonderful Securities, as Oaths and Sacrar 

menu ; 
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memTTics to Few but fuch as will be Ho- lA/*t t 
neft without them./ Thanks to the Cafiiiftical 
Skill of this Age, Men have now learn'd ,the 
Secret, how they may folemnjy fay any deceit- 
ful Untruth without telling a Lye, and fiyear 
any thing falfly 9 without being forefworu : . but 
Vis to be hop'd even this Evil may produce 
one Convenience, and (hew our Government 
there is a much better Teft of Men ; and that 
is, their known and try'd Chara&efs, Princi- 
ples, and Practices. We ft all hardly make a 
right ufc of difcover'd Phts and fupprefsVl Re- 
bellions, pr well provide againft them for the 
Time to come, unlefs we learn this from them ; 
u To diftinguifh fuch as with Courage and 
" Zeal, have at all Times flood for the Go- 
" vcrnment, and refolve to live and die by 
cc the Proteftant Settlement, as ufeful Friends, 
and Perfons much better deferving Encou- 
ragement and Truft, than fuch as remain'd 
Neuter to fee which fide would prevail ; or 
" than fuch who under all the Ties of Oaths 
" and Sacraments for their Fidelity,us'd all their 
" Power for the Affiftance of our Enemiei, and 
to give Encouragement ro their Defigns a- 
gainft Us. In a word, after fo great Advan- 
tage given, we {hall be defpis'd for our want 
of Skill to improve it, unlefs we learn this 
Leffon from the firm Union of our Enemies 
among themfelves ; " To unite all thofe in a 
" mutual Confidence of each other, that are 
€€ hearty Frjeads- to.^the Proteftant Religion; 
and to put 'em Into a CapaflVy to promote 
joyntly the perpetual Security of it. The good 
Lord Rujfel recommended this plain and ob- 
vious Policy long fince, with his dying Words; 

wh«i 
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when that NoWe Perfon fell a Victim to Po» 

pifii Rcfentment, and dy'd a glorious Martyr 
to the Religion and Liberties of his Country. 

* * I wifli with all ray Heart (fays he) aft oar 
** unhappy Differences were removed j and 
" that all fincere Proteftants would fo far con- 

* fider the Danger of Popery, as to lay afide 
** thefe Heats, and agree againft the Common 
« Enemy. 
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We are freed, 1 hope, for ever, of all the Upmumts of the 
. vtorft Part of Pjofery that we had retained, I mean the 
* Spirit of Perfecutim. If this gives Vneajmefs to an), 
it flews that their Eye is Evil, becaufe the Eye of our 
Legiflators is good toward Thofi, who tho they may he 
miftakpt in their Notions, yet have ftill the kjghts of 
Men and of Cbriftians. 
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Of Removing t&e 

IN'CAP AG if IES 

O'F ■ 

Proteftant Dijfenters;. 

T «n be _qo furprize to the 
World, for the Author oF A 
Paper, writ with an avow? 
cd Defign to fcrve the Id? 
tereft of Truth, Libert/ 
and Catholick Chriftianity, 
to fpcak out his Senfe upon 
the Grand Matter o( prefect Debate* and 
frankly declare for removing the. Incapaci- 
ties of Diflenttrs, of which there have been 
fo many, and juft Complaints 

I do not expect fuch Resignation in my 
Readers, as to Come into my Sentiments with- 
out Coiiv(&ion ; I have therefore thrownj 
together ibme Confiderations which make 
it evident ,to njy felfjr and if I am not de- 
ceived will perfwade other'Sf that, as thefc. 
Hardships were ..brought .on without being 
4efcrved, . fo there arc many Reafons why, 
they jhould now. be removed, and not one 
found Reafon ag^jaft it. 

Tfaoie Acb which have made the Difleo- 
(fers uncapable of Ciyil Offices* were .either;. 
A * framed 1 • 
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framed with quite different Ptxxpofcs at 
and perverted when thus applied ; or clfe 
certainly wprfe Defigns at^€W<te, fipr 
Ais Incapacity was' to d^^Kew^r. . 
*~ The TefhAft was the Contrivance 
famous Lor&Shaftsfary, who was no Enemy 
tfo Ptoteftant Difienters, and a Zealous Friend 
to the Libeijtks:of his Country? Thel}dig| 
of it, as "appears from the Title ahd~€ohrenr£, 
was to Secure the Pttfleftant Religion, by 
§ excluding Rman Cotholichs from Places of 
I Trufti who were creeping into Power thvoijjgh 
ltlie Connivance of the Court and the 'Coll- 
ar A J trivance and Favour of a Popiflh HeitY It 
fi- «*>• a przs not intended to atfeS Protcftant Dtf- 
fencers ; who were declared to be Friends 
to their Country, and the Protcftant feeligt* 
tin; were known to Communicate with the E-* 
ftablifhed Church before that Aft was framed; 
and are never mentioned in it; But the Pupifts* 
by the Influence they had at Court, found & 
♦ray to turn it againft its firft Defign, and 
make it ferve Purposes contrary to thofe of 
its firft Contrivers ; that is, to weaken the Pro- 
tcftant In tcreft, by dividing Pro teftants among 
themfelvest » 

f Two Paflages relating to this Matter, witt 
give ft rength to what I have faid. In the Tfoar 
%68jy King James the lid. finding the Teft 
A& ftand in his way, ^nd flint his Friend* 
, the Papifts out of Employments, endeavour* 
\ to procure a Repeal ; and, as a' Confiderablo 
Step to iv s to gain the Confent of the Prince 
and Princeft of Orange the next Heifr Theyf 
in anfwer to the King s» Letter, profeft * 
willingnefs -thftt the Papifts enjoy their 
I Religion as' iw Holland, but <&\A& not cofiftnt 
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to ihbk Admtffon to Pfeces, Sr «imk it' 
confifettt iritfr fhc 'Safety af thcProteftftne 
ReKgiotaf • - U: — ■'■ - '•.:'-••»"• -J.- 

But thac th^ir Hightieffts had different 
Sentiments of the Prtteftant Ditfeoters, is 
efbtrieus ftomthisothet Paflagtfr 'Ihthfe Tear 
ltf8y, King flWtffo* ric^rimenck k^ tbePar-i 
fiamerit, toleate r&tfWifor the Admrjfonof *U 
Pmtflants *Q TerVi hihi* *hich ; would tend 
to thefcttter OiritiW* ftim amotajg*hemfc*w# 
and 8wc^hehing'1he« , agaittfttht common 
tx&xfyi Such an AdwWacco^ittgiy*wug^ti . /_ 
in, to^alify Pifctfftant SfabjfeSfr fw Civtt 7*- p# 
Offices, either without recemnf* .'the '8*ce*» 
foetit, or upon reviving it in their ofan f Con- 
itionsf This^ temg reje&rfd, ftvetii 
.dfd? entered thfeir Proceft* with foihe of 
the ckareft and moft convincing Rcafons, one 
flraH eafiiy meet with.' • • t 

This plainly fhewa fte Diflentm were not 
Kritfriri the Intention >df -the A&» according ta 
the Scheme of thofe by whom it was firft pro* 
jeded ; and that in the Opinion of our be# 
Princes and Patriots the Edge of it fhould hot 
be tu«ed agafnft them. 

The Xkcafional Bill was thrice pufhed in the 
Reign of the fate Queen, without Effeft. 14 
wis brought* in under pretence of farther Se*^ 
eurlty^o the Eftablifced Church* in the firft 
Tear of her Reign 1702. by Mr. Brmley> 
Mr. '*. John, and'Mr. Annefky. ThePrinccf 
was drawn in to give his Vote for it t by 
Ac Settlement of a 1 00000 /. a Tear, dut* 
hig : his Life, *after the Queen's Bemife. It 
pafled tfte Houfe of Commons, but was clog- 
ged' by the Majority of the Bifeops in the o* 
rherHoufe^ and after a celebrated Debate be* 
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tween $mc Principals of each Hoi&j wt$ 
dtop'd for tl»t Time. Jp (lie t«r 1705, the 
Queen opens the Seffion of Parliament with 
an Exhortation to avoid Heats and Divifions, 
. 4* living Advantage to t the . common. Enemies of 
Church and, State : let the jealous Men revive 
the Bill; leave out the Preamble againftPer- 
fecution, which was in tb$ former; <md any 
mention of the Ad; of Indulgence, which 
ought to be inviolably obferved ; and with at 
ftraoge Qlofs upon the Teft Ad, and feme 
Alteration of the Penalty, it pafled the Houte 
of Commons again ; but at the fecotyd Read- 
ing was rejedtcd bg the Lords. " " 
.One would think the Mifcarriagc <>f this 
Bill a fecond Time, flionld have difcooraged 
apy frefh Attempt : Put they, are fp fct up-; 
on it, that in 2 704, even after the Queen 
had told them', Jbe hoped there would be no Gw- 
tention among themi b& wh^fiould ntoft promote 
the Publkk Goody it was a^ain bropght in and 
read a firft and fecond Time. On which laft 
Occafion the "Partifans for the Bill in the 
Houfc of Comfcons, finding the ftrenuous' 
Opposition made to it among themfelves»; 
9tid therefore defpairing to carry it through 
the Lords in the ordinary Courier moved to 
have it tacked to the Money-Bill ; .which was 
a bold Attempt; on the Negative of the Prince 
and H$ufe of Lords ; and had the Vote been' 
carried, would have forced the DfflblutiQji of 
the Parliament, and prevented all the Prepa- 
rations for the War that Tear. So that the 
State was like to have been ruined, by this 
Bill for the Church's Security; Which made 
the Queen tell that Parliament at their rifing, 
of their Escaping the fatal Effe&\ of umetftM* 
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of Proteftarit Difenters; ; f 

1$U Humour and Animojttj, and vran them a? 
gainft arty dimerous Experiments for the future. 

Yet in the lame Scffions this Party got the 
tingle Bill pafled in the Commons Houfe 
without a Tack ; but upon the firft reading, it 
was rqc&edby a great Ma jority in the Houfe 
of Lords. 

' Thus the Matter refted for fome Years, 
th^moft glorious Part of the Queen's Reign. 
But in 1711, after theMiniftry was chang'd, 
zA& every thing began to take a new Turn, 
the fame Bill for Subftance was again brought 
dpto the Stage, and after fo long a Struggle 
land vigorous Opposition, pafled the Lords 
in a critical Jun&ure, in hopes of gaining 
fome zealous Churchmen to the common In- 
tereft. When all feemed at Stake, a Part was 
given up to prevent the Deftru&ion of the 
Whole, and the DfUfenters facrificed to a mi- 
fiaken Point of Policy. ' 

The Schifm Bill was brought into the Com- 
mons Houfe by Sir William TfGndham, and 
promoted with Zeal in the Houfe of Lords 
by the late Lord Bolirigiroke, then Secretary ^ ri- 
ot State, in the laft Year pf the Queen's Reign : j 
With what Views, their Conduft fince fuffi-1 
ciently explains: It was pafled with unCom-1 
Inon Vigour and Diipatch, againft the brisk* 
eft Opposition ever madp t)y the whole Bo- 
dy of Diflenters: This was to prepare the 
Way for another Bill, which was to hate f 
been an home Thruft, and disftanchife them 
at once ; it having been offered in one Houfe, 
that the Schifm ftould be drqp'd, provided 
Diflenters might be uncapable pf Voting in 
the Choice of a Parliament? ; And I believcJ 
ja#ne, who cgnfider th? Agents fpr _thi? BilJ 
-t . " • with*- 
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within Vo+n> or theTaU**i lot it wfetoat» 
wilt think this kind Qflc* was mack for thf 
Security «»f the Praeefflaae Suceeffioa* oc the 
Di&txice^ff the Preeonder; But a. xemtfkfei 
Me ftovidfente (tape -them fhort ni tbcijf 
Befigtis, before *h«y could be ripe fi?r.Exer 
Cution. -, i * 

* §o thai if we judge of thefe Bills by their 
Birth and Original, or their plain Tendeacji 
and Defiga, they wereeither. never intended 
to harfordtfobJe anjrProteftantSubieas aad 
Friends ro the Conftitotion ; or elfe under a 
a iham Pretence of fecuring the Church, *#t 
really defigned lo ferve the Intercft of the 
Pr etendery and to kqep his prefent . Majefty 
out of h is Throne, or make him a Property to 
thofe tfeat call'd themfelves the Church Part?. 
The Zeal of the Diffenters for the Protcftant 
Sutceffion* and their Ffrmnefs to the Settlement, 
.drew the Hatred of fome Who were no Friend* 
to either, and brought upon than their lateft 
and moft heavy Grievances. And now when 
bis Majefty is on the Tfcrbnethere is no Abate- 
ment of thteZeal and Firmnefs, I owe ir looks 
not a Ikde imteafonable to me, fpr. (hem to 
]be left ftill bound and oppreflfed. 

Bht their Conduft under their ill Treatment 
*nd Oppreffion fpeaks Ml more loudly in 
their Favour* Any People in the World would 
Make a Mqrie of fuch a fieddy Regard to the 
Pfcblkk Gobdv It would be no hard Matter to 
produce mAhy generous Inftances of their Self* 
Denial ^nd NegUft of their private Intccefts 
*p& Htfhours* when there was Appearance 
*f their Goimtry^tjeceiviag Advantage by it : 

Or to (how,* thit when they have made a 
(tremiOHs Op|K>fltion to Meafares formed 

for 
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fbr their Hurt) they have afted more with a 
Concern for the Pubiiek InteteftS than thtijt 
own. Nay, when their Fetters were put oni 
♦heir Conduft wag m&nifeftly govern d by i 
PnUick Spirit. ' < 

The generous 9^1 f-denial of Aldehrian Love* 
then a Membefr of Parliament for this City, 
fepon K. Charles II 's Declaration fbr Liberty of 
€onfcience> in 1^72, mnft never be forgotten 
"by the Enemies of a difpenfing £owcr. He 
was one of tbft'firft and warmeft in remon* 
Itaating againft it in the Houfe of Commons; 
thd he was a kntown Dfflenter, out of pqre 
Regard to the Authority of the Laws, and 
his Zeal for the Protectant Jntereft, 

When the left AB was made in the fame 
Reign, and thought by fome great Patriots a 
necefTary Bulwark agaihft Popery, it is v^tn 
' known how patiently they acquiefced, thd 
they did not wafct Sagacity to know, the 
People then in Power would make them chief- 
ly feel the Edge of it. 

The ihany Vexations they felt from that, 
and other Penal Laws in the remainder of 
that Reign, might have been expe&ed to 
prepare them to come as one Man into any 
Meafures for eafing them of their Burdens. 
But tho they were clofeted, and courted, and 
menaced, to briftg thetii into the Defigns of 
the Court in King James's Time for repeal- 
ing thefeLaws, the Main IJody of them were 
Inflexible. They forefaw what ufc that Po- 
pifli Couft would make of their Compliance ; 
and their ctwn Eafe wis of no Confiderationr 
trith them, when laid in the Balance with the 
Danger of the Proteftant Religion and the 
Liberties of sfreir Country. 

B The 
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. The Diflfentcrs in Ireland have copied after 
the Pattern fet them by their Brethren here. 
When the Heads of an excellent Bill againft 
the Popiih jntereft in that Kingdom, were in . 
the laft Reign tranfmitted from their Parliaf 
ment to the Englijb Court for Approbation in 
the ufual $orm, the Imposition of the Teft 
was clapped in as a Rider, by the Art and 
fuxthw Jntereft of a bigptted S-^-— y and HighChnrcb 
Cs Attorney. How the Commons of that Ktag 1 - 
dom refented this Ufage upon the return 
of the Bill, is well remember 'd there. But 
the DifTentets in theHoufe generoufly declar- 
ed they had rather bear that Irapofition upon 
themfelves; till a favourable Jundure ftouid 
offer for reuniting theProteftant Intereft, than 
lofe ^ a Bill fo necefiary for weakening die 
Popiih. 

It is true, the Englijb Diflenters ftruggled 
with all their Might againft the Occafienal Bill 
wjien firft fet a-foot here, not merely upon 
Selfifh Views, but out of invariable Regard to 
their Country. The noble Patriots among the 
Lords who managed upon that Occa/ion, took 
care to let the World know that they were as 
fenfible as the Diflenters themfelves, what a 
Blow it would be at the Root of the Revo- 
lution Intereft. And whether the Event has 
not confirmed thofe Apprehensions fihec it 
paiTed into a Law, both the Enemies and 
Friends of that Intereft are able to judge. 

However, when the Bill was more lately 
reviv'd againft them, and brought In by the 
Friends of theProteftant Succefllon, over all 
their own invinqbje Reafons, <fi the Hope - 
• cjf gaining a Man to that Intereft who was fup» 
pos'd capable of filencing the Cry of the 

Church* 
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Church againft it j perhaps a greater Inftance 
6£ Refignation and Self-Denial never was, 
than what the Diflcnters (hewed on that Oc- 
cafion. They thought it unkind to be made 
a Sacrifice to the Humour of a doubtful new 
Convert,nor were they without Apprchenfions 
that the Friends of the Succeffion would find 
him but a Single Ten, if not catch a Tartar 
in bun, yet after all they fat down in Silence : 
Nor would they fuflfer themfelves to be in* 
fluenced by the aggravating Reprefentatfbns 
of this Ufage, made to fome of them by the 
prime Minifter; nor be perfuaded to abandon 
the Whigs in any future Ele&fons or com- 
mon Danger ; or take one Step out of Cha- 
grine, that might be differviceable to the Suc- 
ceffion. Several of them indeed who were 
fatisfied in the Lawfulnefs of Occafional Con- 
formity, could not totally abandon that Way 
of Worfhip which they thought moft eligible, 
and therefore refigned their Offices. Others 
who were in Stations of greateft Confequence* 
and earneftly prefled by the principal Friends 
of the Succeffion, not to quit their Pofts and 
givt up all into the Enemies Hands, were 
content to deny themfelves for a Seafon, in 
Hopes they might fecure the common Inrereft : 
And to this Day continue to /hew their Re- 
gard to the Publick in the greateft Inftanccs 
of Self-denial. 

The Schtfm Bill* to which they made fuch 
rigorous Oppoiition, may at firft Vie\^ feem 
to concern themfelves only, and that the Pub- 
lick was not fo deeply interefted in it: but 
if the Readers wjll remember what has been 
faid of that Matter before, that it was the 
known Intention of it to prepare the Way for 

B t a 
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a Bill that would have been roifchicvaus.tt^ 
the Publick to the laft Degfee, they will ca* 
illy fee, that the Diflenters, in the Oppofiti- 
on they made to it, were flruggling for tfieir 
Country, and not meerly for theoifelves* and 
were therefore . influenced by ' much nobler 
1/iews than a narrow Regard to their own 
Party. 

What their Condud hath been tfnee his 
Majefty's Acceffion, needs not be told. They 
have a&ed up to their Character And their 
Sovereign has done them the Honour to de- 
clare to the World, that he is fully convinced of 
the Loyalty and Zea/ <rf the Proteft&nt Djjjf&ers. 
. And have thefe Men deferv d the Incapaci- 
ties and Shackles put upon them ? And, if 
they have hot merited fuch hafti Ufage, muft 
they fiiffer under a juft Admin iftrat ion, with/ 
put any Demerit ? And has Britain no Claim 
to the Service of Men of fuch a Spirit ? nor 
(the Sovereign of Britain ? If they have fbewk 
fuch facred Regards to the common InterefU 
under Perfection, J)ifcourage?nent and un- 
merited Restraint, would they fbew no Zea) 
|or them, if they were put into a Capacity to 
exert themfelves to their utmpft ? 

But it is obvious to all Men who think 
juftly, and will be taught by Experience, that 
thefe Incapacitating Bills have done realMif* 
chief to us, as well as ^epnVd their Country 
of the Service of DiiTenters. The T$ft A& 
was of all thofe which grieve them, the moft 
iincerely intended to weaken the Popifli an4 
fecure the Proteftant # Intereft ampng us, and 
yet it hath had the quite contrary Eflfefts, 
#nd tapifts obferve them with Pkaiure. 

This hgs put it into Peoples Jlpads to re* 
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gard the Church of England as (ometbirig ve- 
ry different not only from Diflenters at hornet 
hut all other Communions throughout the 
the Proteflant World. 

s This hath raifed, and very much incceaftd, 
the Prejudices of our Countrymen againft. 
Foreigners though Proteftaots, and led them 
tp hate and defpife them as belonging to 
Churches much lefs faprcd and venerable 
than their own. 

This hath made them fo angry againft all 
Projefts for a Naturalization* 

This hath made them averfe to, and un- 
eafv under theHappy Settlement of our Crown* 
firft on King William* and fioce on King 
Omie. The one was defpifed as a Calvmfa 
the other is daily infulted as a Lutheran and 
fo unfit to Reign over us, or be the Head 
pt the Church of England, a Church by her 
fclf^that hath nothing to do with Augskurfr 
Geneva or Rome. 

This has reconciled them to fee their Fellow 
Subjeds ill ufed in numberlefs Inftances, i£ 
by fubmiting to this Teft they can't approve 
themfelves good Churchmen. 

And then it is no wonder if it hath help? 
ed to inflame the Heats among Englifi Prote- 
ftants,to an Height; pleafing to Papifts, and 
prejudicial and dangerous to the Nation, 

This hath tempted many to conform againft 
Conscience* either for Profit or Capacity of 
doing Service in a Place. And Men by 
making free with their Confciences in one 
Cafe, are difpofed to do it in another, and 
prepared by degrees for every kind of Fraud* 
*nd Perjury it (elf. , What Profligate WreMaes* 
very Pefts to the Nation and the World, 

have 
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h^c Tome Men amongft us become from thefc 

Beginnings? 

And it bath had a much worfe Eflfe& ftitt* 

QavdfMid, by forcing Men of no Morals or Conference, 

7 to ftarve for want of Common Bread, or 

to profane what iVHoIy. 

It hath been own d by the Legiflature, that 
it hath been a grand Gccafion of Hypocrify, 
and to prevent this Evil, was one of the 
kind Pretences for bringing in the Occajhnal 
Bill. 

But whatever wafs the Defign, the Effects of 
k are plainly prejudical to his Majefty's and 
the Nation's Interefts. Certain ft is, that 
many Corporations in the Kingdom were, 
by that A&, put into Hands that are either 
a&ually Difaftefted to the Succeflion, or Raw 
Youths and Indigent Perfons, little above the 
Condition of Beggars- And in many Cor* 
porations in England where Vacancies an* to 
be filled up, the Choice muft fail upon fucb 
Perfons of Neceffity, if Diffenters are Ex- 
eluded. How vafWa Difficulty is it to Chufe 
a Common Council of Subftantial Citizens, 
Hearty in the Intereft of the Government, 
.. even in London, fince that Bill took Place? 

Mb*** ***- And had n <* Sir ?*— A- and Sir J— 

jpy, s'' ft been willing to labour under the In- 

J * H y^ conveniences of a Private Worftrip for a Time, 
*" * to ferve^he Government, the Court of Alder- 

men had much fuflercd by it too; Had thofe 
Gentlemen laid down their Gowns, there is 
Reafon to believe others might have done 
the fame, not as Ditfenters^ but as defpair- 
ing after' that, to- ferve their City and their 
Country as they defired to do. 
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In Kow many Counties in England are Ju- 
wanting to keep the Peace ? When Men 
in fuch Pofts fhall countenance Riots inftead 
of fuppreffing them, and encouragdlnfolts on 
the. Government, wflinot this fprcad Difloy- 
alty inftead df cueing ivi - Anil hath not 
this been: the Cafe in akany Places of England 
of late, for want of more fitPerfatts to Hitruft 
with tWs. Commiffion J r .j ; i \-\^ ^\ ;• 

And is it not evident - to every one* : that 
Ele&iohs for Parliament in Counties, and ^» 
fpccially in Cities and Corporations* depend 
much on the good Difpoiitions of thofc hr 
Power ? And doth nor che want of fach well 
aflfe&cd Pcrfons, render the Choice of a good 
Parliament extreamly Difficult or Expensive ? 
Thanks be to G o d, i we have one now in 
being, that is entirely in the Interefts of our 
King and our County ; but is not the Septen- 
nial Bill that was pafs'd laft Seffion, a Con- 
feffion of this Truth ? And hath not this Dif- 
ficulty increafed fincc the Occafional Bill 2 Was 
it not originally form' d upon that View ? 

Befides, the Government is not otily dtf 
privedof the Service of Diflenters in Places 
of Power, but whilft they remain under this 
Incapacity, it lofes much of the Service they 
might do in a private Station. For being 
mark'd out by the difqualifying A&s as unfit 
to be trufted with Publkk Offices ; this is in 
Effed, to make them infamous : and all 
Friendfbip for them, or Refpeft from them, 
will bring in others for a Share in this Infa- 
my. This hath converted Bifhops into Pref- 
tyterians; and made Minifiers of State, that are 
as far from being Diflenters as Dr. Sacbeverel 
himfelf, yet pafs for Falfe Brethren, and be 

hated 
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Jutted as fudn If by the Voice of PuMicle 
iaws, and the Intonations of them cutming 
Leaders, the Multitude are taught to believe 
chat all piflfcatcrs are unfit to lenre the Gt^ 
TcrnrtKDt ,* it is eafy for the Enemies of it far 

S: it into their Hcads,thatall for, whom Di£- 
tets appear, And whofe Interefts they ferve* 
arc Men of dangerous Principles* And how 
often, and how eardeftly have the fceartifift 
friends <of the Government, nay a&d of the 
Chwchit felf, under this Influence, been ta- 
broached and oppofed ? So that by this 
Meaos> th* whole Jnteteft of Dificntcrs is in 
it great Meafureioft tq the Government, and 
the Reputation of many others diminifhed* 
and their lnsertft weaken'd, who are the hear- 
deft Friends to Church and State. 

And is not die Intereft of the Nation and 
dut of Ptoteftants in general, much leffen'd* 
by. keeping up Divisions and Quarrels ? And 
is not this the immediate and dired Efic£t of 
ihefe difqualifying Laws ? When one Party, 
and that with reafon, thinks it felf in jured^nd 
oppreffed ; and the other Party, that they %tay 
defend thefe Laws, will think the Reftraints 
aecdfiil and deferred. Muft not this na- 
turally beget Difllke of each other, and fo 
create Diftance and Difaffc&ion, and for ever 
feed the Party Spirit, To mifchievous to our 
felves, .and & much the Delight of our com- 
mon Enemies ? 

So that the Mischiefs proceeding from the 
Incapacities of Diflenters are many, and great- 
ly affe&.the Publick. From hence it will fpl- 
k>w # that the taking off the Incapacities muft be 
Beneficial, in proportion to the Damage now 
&ftaiued by them.. Maay. great Advantages 

would 
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W&uj£ accfufe to tKe State in tho fcvcralj^aris 

. Tlie Tn/ope how^uancfe oh the fodt^f 
Protefhirittjm *.: " jhuft it not I&cngthch ibis 
Foundation, to put all thqfe into a Capacity 
of fervitig the t^wt^ whqjare Bearty Frieqds 
to trie Protectant t Intereft ? Wfc*t can be. a 
greater Security agamft Pdpijfj Claims, apcl 
the Encroachments oS Popifb to^t and Po- 
I/cy ? than , to diTcountchance thole wJjo fiayc 
always Valued tfremfclvcs on their Apprpaches 
to Popery ; and employ thole, who are at a 
Farther pittance from it ? They are never like 
to ftrerigtheri a Prateftant Gqyenimetit; wiia 
fet up for all that fecclefiaftical P#wer jfrKjcit 
makes the TyrannV.6f komt; and wHo inidft 
clam*0ufly on t« wyl^r^ 
at firft the rrotopter^ and are ftjll *RP Sup^- 

f'»ort of the^apal Usurpations. T^hc tapfe in* 
jirely £rgtefiant the. Prirtcc is who P^$?£ 
the Throng of thefe ftatibtis, the. mote necefc 
try doth it appear, that #11 who are thorough 
Prbteftants Ihoul^ be capable b£ (^ymgiiim 
and that alt wfjo lean towards Popery ftouX 
be W^tjpd as Pijioi^Vwho ari for Weaken jnj_ 
ind ruinitig the Foundation On which th^ 
Thronejts fixed. ^ , _ ^ , 

From w tfie§cfvcreigh we may proceed to&e 
Minijfers of fate.. . It is thcirlntereft to havef 
Men 6t -facfi [Principle's as Proteftant Dif&n- 
ters employed under them, riow often dot 
We hear Coiriplaint^ of their wanting fuch as 
*re thdiriofy Hbneft and Tru&y, ti> AH uj> 4 
inferior Places ?' And where ate there mpre, 
likely tor; be niet Wit)) thafi among them, who 
tave cfvefi the furcll Proof* ot their Hortefty 
ahdj^ 

* Vld. A& oi Settlement. 
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Reproach, and many ttardfliips upon that 
Account > 'There can be no Datigct of pit- 
fenters getting into any chief Places, not one 
Nobleman being now fetramongft them- 
And as to lower Places, it muit contribute 
much to theEafeand Safety of the Principal 
Ministers, to* hare Mertcjft proved Integrity, 
and ititire Attachment to the Prefcnt Govern- 
ment under them, ' ; / , 
The A3*antage will aj*pear yet more con- 
fidertble, if we look into Cities and Corpo- 
rations. How neceffary it is to the Welfare 
of the State, that thefe ffioufld be in good 
Hands, hath been fhewn above. And how 
needful it is to this End, that Dil&nters 
fliould be in a Capacity* of bearing Office* 
catmot be unknown to any that ire acquaint- 
ed with the State of the Kingdom, in how 
many of thefe Places mtrft yon take fttDiffen- 
ters, if you will have Men of Probity, Senfe 
and Fortune, ahd-hcarty Friends to the pre- 
fent Settlement, made Mag ift rates? If y oft wi\\ 
have Tumults' and Riots, and the loudfeft In- 
ftlts on his Majefty, and Outrages On his 
faithful Subjects fupjrrefed arid prevented, or 
hinder the Perfecution of fuch as in the mod 
orderly manner exprefs their Atfe&ion to the 
Government. If you will prevent Soldier^, 
that are guarter'd in dlfaffeotd Places to awe 
his Ma jeffy's Enemies, being made a Burden 
to Ms Friends ; or fecure a fair Ele&ion, l and 
honeft Return of Members for Parliament. 

And many* of the fame Rcaforis will urge 
fot their being employ'd' iti Comraiffionsr 
of ihi Peace. In Lancqfbire and many' othft 
Places, there is great need of them, utiFefe 
you will truft that Power in tfcrffahds of Pa* 
mfts, or their dear Allies- r ' °' ,:; 



J- 
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tf from hence we Jbok to thfc Sherifs of 
Counties, none need 1 to be informed, how*' 
fltach County Ele&iens may depend upon 
their good Management arid faithful Returns ; 
or hour much depends upon their 1 Care and 
Influence in many important Tryals in Courts' . 
of Judicature, particularly in empahnelling Ju- 
ries, that may be honeft and careful in their f y 
Verdia*. And that Diflcnters have been : A^*j J?*?*-.* 
unrated to a& in. thofe Places, feemsprdttjr fa z* * *v fa 
plain, fince wc have found fo many ©f their / * 

Names in the late Lifts- /, t A f #*/; (/•.: *V' '"W^/- 

tet again, Iffiouid think it a. very great qtf^ , % , r / fi 
Advance to the prefent Government, to ^7 , w yf. # ' * 
havefome of the warmed for the Proteftant f ' /* '. : ' r#l 
Rtligitta, and tht prefent Settlement, among '* \.''.\£ f *•-■• 
thc.Colteaors of Taxes, efpecially in thc^' ^ /*": 
Excifc;. There is no Danger of their talking * 
much of Religion in Alehoufes, and amongft 
that Company thev will be obliged to fre- 
quent, and fo the Church need be in no Ap- 
prehenfions from them. And by fpreading 
good Accounts of the Government, of the 
Prince and the Adminiftration, the State it 
Cure to be much the Better for them. 

And after all, I am perfuaded the Govern- 
ment will foon find the happy Effc&s of gi-; 
viftg frefb Vigour and Spirit to a difheartned 
Peopfef fince this will render them more 
Aftive in its Service. It will alfo promote 
Emulation in thofe of the Church Party who . 
are well Affe&ed. And it will moft Effe&u- 
ally Difcourage the Papifts and the DifafFcft- ' 
ed, to fee their MeafUres croifcd in an In- 
flation which above all others they thought 
themfelves moft fure to prevent. It will ferve 
to ftrengthen exceedingly all thofe who ar$ 
x>f truly Catholick Principles in Religion v and 

C a Ad- 



irv }tojr$.c# Cont,roverijr. Axyf jpa$. ftfttf- 
mot? a ^a^r'Fficndftuij^e^wsen us arjdjFp?. 
reign. PfOte'flwits. "■ . J ' !1 - 1 . ...-. * ,„..., 

' And then to rhofe who. have any remain- 
ing Concern for Virtue and good Manners, - 
it will be thought ConfiderabJe to add, that , 
by the Influence and Management of iDyftn- 
ters, were they in Power, many of thole Vi- ' 
ces that are become moft Into lerable, and. 
Prevailing," would' be more Conftandy, and. 
fo more Effectually Punifced andReflraiuecL 
I fay this, not only as a Teftimony of- roy 
Regard to the Societies for Reformation. $£/ ' 
Manners, but as an £ .^///.'j.ww, a,nd.. w,uh.,a. 
Concern to prevent the Succefs of Popife 
Plots. It- hath ever been a main Brapc/q p£ 
thefe to excite all Manner of V,iee. Ifjy 
this they, lay wafte the Conferences of Men f 
that they may not be rertrained .by, Fearg, 
from any Immoralities that will fcrve their. 
Purpofes. By this they tiring them tp^neg= 
kei their Bulinefs and lead Loitering Lives,; . 
that being always at a loofe lyid and, haying, 
nothing to do, rhey may employ therein a 
way that will moft fuit their vicious Tcjru^r. 
By this they carry them to wafte their. %{jtr 
fiance and impoverish their Families, that,jfl L . 
being in Circumftances whtrein they have; Sja~:.- 
thing to lofe, they may be the mote eaiily en- 
gaged in Tumults and Rebellions, w>cre : 
there is a Profpect of forcewhat to be. gajne4.\ 
' . All thefe. good Effects would, cerainly,rQ> I 
\pyr upon taking off the Legal Incapacities . 
from Diflepters, and leaving Civil OJScc^Q- 
pen to them. The preient Government, \ 
would have many Advantages from it, and , 
$e Proteftant Jntereft mu^Ewpuragfinent/. 
arid Support. ""'" ' "Biie* 



No dai^t btit !*£ Church s prag* r, WQfllji. 

i> .£#&* Qifc t^tty? iw4 Qy ■ «t the ft**? ; 

JW9«8 odd it to^s, t^at wbs»t : *s CCTt^jjp 
f q; the %$*i« qf a, PwtsftaflT Jfcqg *i>4 Ccuir/ 

iTOtM C ?FW WfC* jo ifi fty i Pwk 
*#¥« PpFb, tfr$ yer# Clmrchr which is ^ 

BfW^ ■ w ^ e Cfwfaww* £4* tlw;y have, : 
bffin Jp. bm¥^ i&d pf late to Ch^M^ 
1 9^40 at x^Gp^of np gpod Ifoafpiu cfeat;. 
Will be no wond$i; if tf^ey fwijlU^thq ^QoJf 
«ritbp^t being %>y?re4i : 

B«t % J$ei* of IfhPflght 4fld* Hfi ##&*% 
I 3m p^rfuaded J qui maie it appw,. thafc 
tins. Rfljcsf to Qiffenfets will npt pftjy, veil, 
cop#t, w# h the CbufchV ^tyiQmwt ; but 

help. w> jfejcijre it* i£ bfy the Chfljrch I#bbUflw4 
I may b$ allowed t^pderftajwt, ths ftrpre- 
ftant; R^elicion, as, pra&Hed 4ccprdififc tp the. 
legal Cpamtution^ Articles ami Wo^$b ap& 
Hot the Catholick Church witji wtiw om: ; 
MpdetPrFanatick^ ipakelijch f a, Npif*. 

It. wilj.^e for the Horioijr of the CfmEch* 
QiEvqlapd to. repapTC thq? Ijipap^&psi from ;^ < . ^ 
J}j$^er? f by : taking ofir the, Qjdiutjx of, Per* t ' f , 
ff^ia^xr&ofi h^er- I.knpiWrthey aye denied, tp bc 1 ^ ' "' 
J Peaegutipn. £lp ppfi is willing. tp> own fa < * 
f out, an. i^put#ipn r But the. depriving a*?- 
Map o^ a. legal RJght without Forfeiture on 
hi^ Bart, for no Civil Crime, nay for what 19/ 
p^ned, tp,be : a, Duty by thofe who y/et conr -, N * * 
trive tp prevent it, is tome a Wanto^eftpf 
Perfecution, And this, is, the ver^C^fe^bef ore 
us, Fpr recejvipg tfje ♦Sacrament uptkthe . 
Cj^phr oL'Eqfan&ifa i}o ; legal Crime, 'tisiq; 
tbfc AfiFPmW of thpig whp wpmH k^R Diff 
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vi Of Removing* the Incapacities 

fciters ipoiri'it an important 0uty^ an4. 
worftipjnrig'Gor) with a $parate Gotagrfr** 
gation of Prbteftarits is tegatiy aHotfed:\ 
; T6 which Ifet me add, tfratComirfufcrdhof '. 
Saints (meanings, as Tfuppofe, not thbfc of l 
our otoft Cat or Stamp 6 J n!y) is according' to : 
the Cr?ed : Receiving tjjch other wit^t Re^J 
;ard to doubtful Difpa&tion, is acco^ng *p • 
It. Pauii /f According to. what then* malt it t 
be> to ptinifb a Practice whkh is according ) 
to the ' tiws /of thp liahd, the DoftHhe of ; : 
St. Paul and the Afwftles Creed! According to \ 
tfie rtif Spirit of Pcrfectftion. 

To declare; againjt PerCecudfcn, arid yet des v 
prive-Men' of their Bitthrfghts for Confcichfce* 
will always carry, the Air 'off- ■ a; Prott/fotfo td#- * 
tra Fa&unt, and look '%$ much like Onmace 
as the preamble^ to the Carolina A& iaf i^o4> . 
Which gravely begins. At nothing ir ntofecm* 
trarf' t* thai Profejjion r cf the Chrifiran Religion* 
and fdrtimlarfy to the BvBfine of the Church 'if' * 
England than Perfection fori^nfeieme-fah o^j y 
Neverihilefji &c. v : 

Thefe Wli have robbed 1 the Church 1 of the 
Reputation of Moderation, and Confiftency 
with the Principles of the* Reformation. From* 
the Time ; fee leaves Reafoh and good E*ain- 
ple* the proper Armour and Artillery of 
Ttuth r for Severity and Hatdifhip, the only 
Refuge of Error andFalfhood ; Men will 
make Observations to the Prejudice of her 
Reputation arid finking herChara&er. She 
'begins to have a forbidding Afpe<9r, as foon as 
ffltefeews any of theAfrs of perfecuting Fury. 

Again* I will aflert^ that having fhewn it 
to be for the Safety •and Advantage of the 
State and the prefent Eftabliflimenr, to have 
J)iflenters unbound, ft muft be the fame of 

Courfe 



of Pcbteflast X>iffcnt<jrs. , »* 

Gourfe to the .Church. Can the Church be 
Jfafe*. when the Static is in Danger ? Can flic 
ftand when the Government, is fubverted ?? Is 
there any other Human Defence, befides his 
Majefty and his Royal Succeflprs, according 
to the Laws of Settlement ? Hath not this 
been acknowledged by the Clergy, who 
have in this View humbly thrown themfelvefc 
on his Majefty *s. Prpte&ion, ? And is not hi* 
Majefty more fafe, the more Hands he hath 
to ferve and defeqd him ; and the Church al- 
io, fince her Safety is fo dependent upon his ? 
Doth it not carry the Appparance of an In- 
tereft t oppofite to that or the State, when 
the Church and That; hare not the fame cott^ • 
mon Friends ? JJut in Truth, are not the 
Enemies of both the very fame ? Is not Ret \ 
chief Danger from the Enemies of the State? 
Is not this what every Porter knows, and^ is 
able to demonftrate ? Even they know.it 
who have the Forehead to deny it. The 
(jhurch of England is fo well fecured, by th$ 
Defence of the Laws, the Numbers and Qua- 
lity, and Power of its Members, that it is 
impoffible for any thing but her own Strength 
turned upon her felf, or a foreign Ijavafion^ta : ■- . * 

deftroy her. The Diflenters have morethaa\ ///5V/I 
once ufed all their Power ta fave her from j /:*/ 3 VoUl 
ruining her felf ; the encreafe of their Power \ V V, *< \ 
would therefore be a» Improvement of h$r j " */\ " * 
Strength : And of all Men they are the moft \ 's^)e • 
avowed Enenyes, to foreign Jurifdi&ion or i v 
Itwafion. ' : 

1". They win aHb hereby be a farther Strength 
to our Articles, for they generally believe 
more in them, than moft of t'hofe : who ftib? 
fcribe them/ They wifti no mqre Harm to> 
the Liturgy % than to have it one of the moll 

COBfl^ 
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COApehW^e Forms in thfc World, and 
leaft txtapfiotiable. And as for ttoWe #ifc 
feritiW Who are agafnft ill Fdhfas, the/ itritl 
for that Reafon lhike hd Cdriberitioh ft* 
Places. Aftd as For my Lords the BiihotJi, 
the Dfflfehters (who art more Centrally Ca> 
fholick t hah once they were) are ready to ac- 
knowledge them what they are rfiade b| thb 
iii^S of the Land. And their legal PrM- 
legesf and Hdhoiifs being feenred to theft as 
ftewa^» fdr Otretfetlng the inferufr ClergV, 
tf half tfcey are> and what they do as i Chtiftiari 
ftlifiiftry* will move no Matter" of tMftate. 

And 6x6 it H high Time to think ftrioufly 
«f f&B* Balarice to the tfacohhes add then: 
Ifefcifyfe* in the Eftxblifhtneat, who are 1 thfe 
Fitio Brethren hi the proper'eft Se'nfii, and 
EfieMieS By Principle to both Charch and 
3faft& If GfiUMetgs Cdniptttatiori be right, 
that tfcefe Rebels are Nine iti Ten (and fc 
ftetas fikafelf 'wasfothofdughiy pervaded of 
if,- a* to fty, £« the Swedes &* iW, *«<* Iwlfi 
im*r>f& ibe' rtftythttctttihstve Mercy on thfe 
Church QiE*£hKd: She mtfft be 6ter-ran,*n'd 
can, huHfaftfy fpeairn^, be.&fe no other' way 
but Sy dpdritog the Doors; and letting A ch6 
Dlflen'teWto her Affiftatoce.* they like the fe- 
ftibfiffied €hurch- raitch better than' the M^ 
f*tm or -Wgh^Omch and /Wy. Nay, they 
lotfe fief for beftig a' Ifrlwarfcagrfnft Po^eryV 
aWi'fe* baring 1 allowed them' the Liberty they 
Hotf enjoy* Which the^ fcftf h'afdljr hdp4 
High-Church, Nonjurors, or Patufts would' afford 
fhm IJpottthefe Adcdotrts they WiribVreiidy 
10 lend her theit uraioft Htlb againft alrtM 




AH that- Time rteidiei? dfe fohher Seventies 
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^iPratsftak Diffracts. - &$ 

*e£ th^GBureh, borthe WhtedbixiF tbaQourt, 
comld '^ct them > intxrthe ^Mtelfiwosxoncertnig 

- for : hcr Ruin/Atidindeed the^tioftWcdtentahd 
ik^v^ly Parts ofrRfeligiofi in -which ithejr agree* 
-v&ith her, mtift morrc engage Ithdr Affa&idri 

- tt> feet, than The'teflfe* Things vfrhmifcthte^dif- 
*fcr can provoke rheirDifpteafifredt any time, 
unlefs they ate/fciural -by :&2UtoK Tfiis 
^Frmtipte they :ftffl ? ctain, iio«wicsimiulxn^Hic 

"Harti&ips they havtfafiercai, Which wcte cer- 

' tainly corttrifed ro -^eaRen and^tftroyitylif 

Hpoifible' ' ■ '° '" : ' : ' * " ""•" '• *•• -• 

< ~ vAixd^by this Principle they faatre gehecaHy 

afterir iNay the.Thrr^tnlngs Off a<#apifoCa*rt 

; (fijeh I may caltthat.of CA^^illd. wbcn\it 

<t*as fo much under -his Brcrtbef^s Inflnrcndc, 

>atid » himfelf~ a ttiTguifed Papift) could maketio 

ImprdSons dpon v tbem to t he Prqudicr of the 

vCowftiWdon; ot Hurt -of ^ the/^ftsblifrad 

Churchr Wh<rh * gtert Body of theirMramtts, 

towards th^CloteA^F his Reign* had itoctSfc- 

rgcther upcmDdire of ; oro r who wis tfftenrbt 

-X6ufrt, to tcccivefome: Propyls f«xoTn56g 

:hn!ofh£$iMajefty^s Meafuxes ; and thefe attire 

: 'laid: doWtf Ivtritfr/aH Imaginable Ait ^nd" Itrfi- 

; nudtioh' > thcyiunaniinoDfly tefiilved • father <W 

fufier by the Laws then in Force againft the 

#apifts, tbatiToxoncarfn ttr* Way defitui M 

:th«ir ; being ^Ifpfcnfed^wfth: When thiols 

ijomiid back tcpCourt, the Ring, ifijjriat 

. Wmth, protefted, rthat *fa* thepfbritt fi$**be 

>uH^>3evetityvf:tb9feLarts, $f&kkh4kqiiki 

..^ha^i^ne^^ hs^v^yefuftths nfoantagMsJ}f- 

jns >he bad ma&e> t&*rf{ " A Ad n&tt -after did 

rtkey attmipe Re^rration • ot Retetige>nOr could 

j wrtbebftmgiit im& 

> the Chmxh r ot:hfndr^dfrd A givingfte* atltfce 

yAffitence they were abk* D Theii 7 
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\t6 OfRmvbivg ^Incapacities 

, Their Ifciuttiour in K. James lid s Time 
: was fo acceptable to my Lords the Biflwps* 
i*hat thev miadcrthis one Reafon oF theirEeti- 
tfon to iris: Ma jefty for a Free and Regular 
5 Parliament, that Provi/ion might he made for a 
-due Liberty tfConjcience, as well as for the Se- 
curity of the Church according to the A6k of 
Uniformity. So little did they think this Secu- 
* rity and that Liherty, wereThings incontinent. 
. * Their Lordflups had fuch an Opinion of the 
Behaviour of the Diflenters atthatTime>tbnc 
in an Account of the late Propofals made by 
the Archbiflrip, with fome other BiCbops, to 
his Majefty, in a Letter to M. B. Efqi the 
j, Author hath this Pafiage : I d$ ajfure you, and 

A y r^< J am certain I have the bejl Grounds in the W&rld 

f*r my A$mmte % that the Bijbofs will never JUr 
vine Jet from their Petition ; fat they tw74 wbm- 
iewer ibat happy Opportunity effiers it fdf ik the 
r Dijfemers find, that they win he hotter than their 
-IPbrd> given in their* famm Petition. < This 
:• happy Opportunity has been, long .expend. 
; May not their Promife be now pleaded i It 
: was Perfofaal indeed, but may not their Sup- 
-ctflbrs make it good ; and why fhould it ot>t 
^ be expeded .from them, if the Reafons for it 
v atfe ftill in Force ? 

%. And is it npt evident* that. the fame Rea- 
: fons urge, npw as. didthen, and that witkad- 
: ;ditional Strength ? We have not only Reafon 
- s to. unite againft our common Enemiis the 
i.Papifts, but a New Party formed among our 
-Selves ^gainft the Efobliflnn? nt, upon\ ^e 
[Principle* tf the Qjtholkk Church, appre- 
hended,, thp' mwy of them were utterly* on- 
5 known SiU th* fantifi Church began to aftime 
^bat Title, an4: a wrrtfpt Part iet up TodAc 
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dfPmeRkht Diffemers. 27: 

Wfcofe. Arc the Nonjurors and this* C&tfto- ' 
lick Church of England, whofe Sfileiand Title ; 
is a little more Pttfumptuous than the Roman 
CathoKfck, no Enemies to the MablifhmeiitT ■ 
When thofe of them who fepar£tc< frbm it* * 
charge it loudly 1 and boldly with damnable > 
Schiim, millify its Miniftry, Worfbip and Sa- 
craments;arid thofe of them whoxdmply with ; 
it, and yet admit or abet their Principles, are v 
by them obliged to invalidate their own Mi- 9 
niftry, and tlamn themfelves as ..Well as the * 
true Members of the Eftablifflment. PidPto-^ 
ttftftnt Difleritcrs ever deal thus by them,- 1 
mean as a Body ?' And are Men of this - 
Make to be let into all Offices, 'without any? 
Danger to the Church ? And riiuft Diflenfer& " 
who think much more charitably of her, ana 
treat her much more kindly, be ftitt flrat oiit?^ 
Would they afford her no Affiftance againft 
thefe Enemies, that are not otily NtiiirierQuS ia r 
hfcr very Bowels* and among her pretended 
Sons ; but are confederate with hfcr fwdrriE*! 
nemies the Papifts ; or if not confederate will 
yet l>e furily help'd to compafs their Dcfign, " 
by all the r Affiftance Papifts can give them/- 
Stnce they *an eafily form thefe Principles <4f 
the Catholick Church of England info Rmah 
Catrholick, efpecially - if they eoul<I once get' 
the Pretended into the Trirbne,;for which m*^> 
ny of them are direftly iilciilafedi Is fcnotf 
Tirtc*W the tnfcFriends of the Cdrifttfution* 
to Took about theii* and 1 con/ider Oti :Wfc*" 
ground' Aeyffand ?' Are they able j of ^heiri* 
ftlVdr tom&t Head agaihft rhis tifl^^croi^ 
Paity r when- it- .hath. . Jd greats -Strength 
iq boith our Univerfities ? a Ai\d. ; when. fufh 
Numtrcrs 6t the Clergy come' but ' of jtjijpfi; So* 

D 2 minaries 
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mate - jt/ewwh t^tr.fU^%l|mi jffm ; . 
fufe. ***„««& tfcc fili(KJ ( W^Mc^ -JWfwW 2 
pofcjR&fcnisiSfJipatfiH? h^asgi#,th*fB. J^r > 
tempt* J Is T tKfrtfcei^#(pa#evpl*Mily $?•»/ 
pefey f ^, A^d, yfit np#..tl|eB.ftify ;b* J»p%<Ofl*f , 

Charpb- ttitt ,SenHce fonwbwb? thwart to , 

Jcwp nwntfRfaJ Ftf^s of^Qn^asEflfc.; 
fcfl^iTO put ©£ ( Jfowcr j . hflij 49 jbjpx WWi ; 
of|e.»fe .JfsvMpftayow&djawl daogeyp^ j^fr^ 

tl^HeriiKi0fiSwpf;tb€N»niB^ 4tlljh»^L 
Wffe. ;»«t«B4: to Jbc. h?r f .Jflpft, L^tfwafjr 
ring? -,$ Qflfh ': they :% 'Anr,b)Srf F^th ; wi 

PteSJfeWf VW>" tb*n4< PpKsftapt.^jmcp's^Sur 
J*«M§y p"« p hi? own Sub>fc#§. .*.- ; , -, ; • ,,;• 
;;And ^ t9>,g*ptfts, if the^lm* fti9f$Ttf«i 
tp^P^for.Mqttrep C^pch., tfo?y ; .ha*s av*y 

w fiw#J<W:P^hs,,?n4 Saqmmt$> m mty 

*MbsW: $Wpl?bfe«t- with MwiV XH<y h*Wfe 
apwdan^pf.jilajajms l rp.J^;-.tlN9mi.#ro. 
fofclj.ttle £jjgfru|tiss. ;E^hjft^E^d.WM^) 

frames; tfcf *m^^?taN4M%A*> $hfc pjft : 
&*? and. My^atippMatbfcQisrfife^ $^, 

im^nts, and thar^pderf^T?»wfc»^W>j 
and th«».tbsx.renHM% as tbqt-Wfc'M&BIR* 
Cgkiog pf'thqa, is op n}o*f #an KttftQj} ajftji 

u. ' n ■ ' , ' . ' , . . ' ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ . ■ ' ■ ' /vj • 
,T + Hill's Muife Ecele. CdtttfL ^f Fat<« : % bk 
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?& ItoMefftahBifliiiteia .;; apt 

of ewflmwr Hfceadjior fcdciijpa Sfafofr drcfe 
na^Wirife Qrif thfeSttu^es of arBdpalkf 
Confeiepter rtajmir 1^ &Di(^fitfcnx has*/ 
the Pope or hiViGo&ii*£ffionm's; Jtta^borpfof* 
cxaxdi i Iq Jnaiaiidj naiangcr ago than tfracioftP 
ok dap l*ft. Reign,, tkcit Priefis bad: Authority* 
t*qfafo&re thote whahad taken: Oatfrr^auft ■ / 
octal* lieceflai^ Powers: ta^ do all* tlfcribaast? * 
M&bief they could; asr.Gaiholicto, undfer the 
MasidofitHeGhurtkof /rf/^ii. J 

AHotheriloaTon why Ebdievwhfc Repeal- 
of feme* ofr thde Ads will be foe the Service 
of the Chafrdbof. Enrtawl, . is Becairffc thejp 
wereithottgfct bj^Ikpiftsand Ncm jorcHs, and* 
Abyurors in the Pretenders Itltereft, very pro*- 
pet Expedients to: promote their Defigri ;r ttofc 
ActodD^ti&ment fcf which wjuld: prove ther 
$*in of the Church of England and the Pro* 
tefltar Imerctf : Thofe who were molt, Zea- 
lous in procuring them, br moft rejoiced at 
them, are- either z&ml Rebels to King/ 
GWig% <fr Fugitives* Traitors or fufpeotetL 
Id nor this what 1^9 has been ' driving* at: 
ffom tht Begintiibf of the late Reign, iir 

hfe >Wtito*i Strife bis Caffaw&ras Aetearfais^ 
&a? Aad-is not this what ecc hoed" from. . , 

frifttf in S^-^Ps Paul's Sermon ? And hath rtu/wtw 
been ecchoing from the whole Hereof Re* 
Jii&anfr Atfjurers ever filice ? And' is not this; 
Uftifb¥ffi&£ io* their Meafores a plain Evi- 
dence d# Umify- of Befign ? A Notorionsr 
GOAfpircury of fome, that withoat Doors; 
Baittfc > th*< Chutch,- and many wit bio: Edori 
that hatffuhe* CiMftitutibni though they hwec 
bvher Altars, to prevent the Proteftant Sue-* 
ceffion, introduce a Popifh Pretender, deltroy 
the EftabSii<i(i i ChUrch^ and make a. New 
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one thatdhaB neither be >E6pifli nw PfW- » 
iUnt but £agJ/# Cathotick: That (hail reduce. » 
Kings and Nobles into a State of Subje&ion 
tofiifhofte^JJieir fpiriaial Sovereigns jf«re£)^ 
t/ow ; and not only : demand Homage ^ ftom * 
them y but' raife Contributions -witbfa; their 
Territories for the Maintenance ofuthift 
fpiritual -Empire ; and} hrinjj back all Things > 
to the State , of the Primitive Church % J mean. '' 
in every thing that Woidd ferve their. Bur^ 
pofe, without .any Regard to PrimttirocHji- 
mility ,. .Mceknefs, Poverty* Piety . or : Good** • 
Manners. Their Condud c*plafru theiu 
V* V Meaning, fully enough ;< .but. Sir H — . Afc-rr- 

has pqt this Meaning into plain Words> 
when, he makes tlje Qitafiwtfit Bill a Rcprifai 
on the Difienters, for. the J(fociatimzrid Ak* 
juration A&s *. .:.. -■ : \:; ;». '*.. 

.And could that he for the Service- of the 
Church of England, that was fo grateful to 
all enga^d in this Confpiracy agamft her? 
And if it were intended tor do. her Mifchief 
by tying up the Hands oft bofewhoij would 
heartily affift her againft ftich* Coni^irj»tors 9 >ia 
' it not evident to a Domonjiration, thit.tbc 

loofing thefe Bonds would be ior her Service* 
Nay, wouM not this, hritogi all true Pio»*: 
ftants among us to a nearer Agreement and a 
ftrifier Union, when they would gfdw injK>r : 
c4ofd Acquaintance, and manifeftly iieJp for- 
ward the fame Defigas ? Am Union . hot meor- . 
ly in little Forms and Opinions, which *re 
, Triflesi in Comparison ! ofc t^e Religkm, loft: a- 
bout them* but in tho great, Subftnitfute;^. 
■ • *■ «• - • 1 *- • - * ' • - * » • 

I ..*» _ -•» '■ • I * i - t J* 
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* -i »/ F rottfftstat Mario's^ ft 

Rri!fci6n* Afi Agreement iti Tett$er, taiirtiial 
Forbeirdftee, ahda Conftitution ai? compre- 
IfctifiV* as the Go^el it is fouifttecf fipon?' 
Ttes is the Command -of Chrift, J tfie £refent 
Difpofi^n <tf the beft itid moft valuable Bo- 
dy of Diffemers, and muy in Time be of all 
d* rift- ;It is the Defir© of the beft of Men, 
.-„.- a£ it ift the Averfion and Dread of the wotft. 
- But niay north* Rfttteval of thefe Burdens 
from Difleiitew, give Uneafinefs to Tottie teal 
Friends idf the Government, who aite fearfnl 
of the Church/ ami an Handle to its ! Enemies 
to £ra&ife upon thfcriiy *nd improvte their 1 Uta- 
eafmefo, and to ednfirra 'and heighttfrthe En- 
mity df tfiereft? ^ ; '- : . : >) 

As ktfwhat concern! the real' Friends 6f 
the Government, it will quickly b* #£de evi- 
dent to them, that their Jealotrlies are Ground- 
Ids; and that thefe Meafures are <fhe md& 
proper that can be taken to preferve her: 
v r . And- their Regard to their Sovereign, arid 
~ Deference for his Wifdom and the Authority 
of Parliament, wifl difpofe them *6 wait till 
the Matter be* cleared up, if the LjSgiflatiire 
think fit to take off the Diflenters Incapacities. 
And as to Enemies of the Governmeift, no 
. <jueftion is to be mide but it will give them 
Uneafinefs ; and that they- will im£r6ve it as 
much to the Difad vantage of the Government 
as they can. But will the continuing Dif- 
fenters under Incapacities cure their Rancour, 
or abate their Ill-will to the Government ? 
Do they not ufe their utmoft Endeavours 
now to prejudice as many as they can againft 
it ? Can they difcover greater Opposition 
thgn they have already done, without break- 
ing out into another: open Rebellion? And 

«tc 



,*at; of all Opacity., tp :, gdi «hpir JKeigfent© 

•ite^t&t&v by • Mn$ flw? *« #f «iii&0{&g>f 

. fWtetWjis, ..^^e :*hl«iiG«F^?y ,reftor«i|» . they 

;jft4'4X; I^^-QhHrflv ripjght Aft /0r *hct Sir- 
yffeftiflf tHlPftfWWNtnFi as <o©e <B»ta,tpith 

: <h«& .^eiriM^Uc^^»d,. reft win ifch*tar6tiin 
^oiijgiti^^-WjftjjMf tlw»r \He«ts »rc ifet 
.,Mpon. i^s.t^i^wljtitWWuM add to.tf heir 
.rjtfnej(foe(s,.<.but , 'tis ,a ,A«:c Sjgn *h«t.t*fce 
Government would be feryed jjy it. ,&nd 

.jn^vjjt (out. ,of Ccm^iftnce >jooj£a«mies 
_,i^atiyjKi iw>t -to be ;c^jn«d.jOT -iJbliged, 
. ^KW^QOk : its Friqnds «#d „WW»t . ith«r:,Scr- 
3 tyic«s,i^e,^moft Services ,«hiey aw ido;ip=?Js 
. this ^herifol jtiek, m j»ft, jaur get<eraiw>? jlf 
.at. be, .it ;i?paly ; t(w»rdso6ncOTes»^rio^4n*ft 
. be, gf^tfed ,yct, much ;fevti*«r, ifprnMeOd 
; have them ,n>ade e»fy. jfou nraft db* ihwn 
, |w ve a n ew Parliament, , anew Jdiniftdy, &de- 
,-i^cpleJi. Thi«ae»^od a n»Hed ifland, ^nd 
•Jheo.tbey. ,Wiil>pUwly>.i<elI jron wtet'.wUl 
,timke,$hcm eafy — Tt»risj»,iay v jlJJ^w 
£&#£ ,^ a, £&» £>>>$. -...,.- 
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Political FriJ&lhip. 



I H E Ncceffities and Inclinati- 
I ons of Human Nature, render 
it apt for Society. The ftrong- 
cft Bond of Society is mutual 
| Love, especially that which is 
Generous* the Offspring of 
Good-will to others, and not the racer Re- 
fult of Regard to our fclves. Where this Spi- 
rit is diflufed thro' all the Members of any 
larger Community, it renders their Union 
firm in any Common Danger, and employs e- 
very Hand for the Common Intcrcft. What 
generally difturbs and divides any Body of 
People, is the Clath of Interefts : Private 
Views are purfu'dwith a Neglect of the Com- 
mon Welfare; /ingle Men or Parties of Men, 
hive an Intereft of their own to promote, 
which can't be reconcil'd with the publick 
A 2 Safe- 



4 Of POLITICAL FrIEN&SHIP. . 

Safety and Iotereft. And yet it would be 
manifeftly to the Prejudice of a Community 
in general, if there were no fiich Thing as 
firivat^ Intereft, or in other Words, Property. 
All Men are not equally turned for Bufi- 
nefsr and 'tis no way equitable, that the 
Lazy or Lavijh fhould live upon the Induftry 
and Diligence of others. If the Pofleffions 
of a Community were to He common, they 
would quickly lie waftc. The Diligent would 
flack their Mud* ; the Parfimonious grow 
prodigal r*<^H$ie common Stock thus negleded 
on the oneHRfl> and expanded on the ci- 
ther, would foon be confumed and reduced 
to nothing. ' 

Property is therefore a great Convenience 
to Society, and fome Degree of Selfifbnefs r of 
raft Ufe ta enlarge Property t And there -is 
all the Reafon in the WorJd, that Society 
fhould give its Affiftaace to fecure that, from 
whence it is itfelf to, receive fo grea^ Advan- 
tage. A juft Regard to Property or private 
Intereft, whether it be of fingle Perfons, or 
Jeffer Communities, is of vaft .Vfe t© thofc 
which are larger,* and tbofe on the other 
Hand fhould give all Encouragement to In- 
duftry, and Security to Mens proper Rights, 
whenever it can be done without Hurt to the 
whole Body. Some View and Expe&apion 
of this Kind, 'tis very probable, firft drew 
Men into Political Combinations, and made 
them mix private tnterefts into a common 
Onfe as far a; could be without deftroying 
Property. At leaft this is the manifeft- In- 
tention both in Nature and by Divine Ap~ 

. pointment 
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peintment (and thofe never croft or contra? 
di& each other) of all Political Agreements- 
It was to fecure Property and not to deftroy 
it*. 0r fwaUow it up, except in fuch Cafes 
wherein the manifeft Intereft of the Whole 
requires the Property of iingk Perfons fhould 
be given up* And whoever enters into any 
Body Politick, is always underftood to do 
it with an exprefs or implied Demand of 
this Condition for himfelf. 

la all Communities there is a Political 
Friendfbip, or ought to be, between the Bo- 
dy and all the particular Members. The 
Body is concern'd to look to the Safety and 
Security* of its Members, and every Mem- 
ber to feew a due Concern for the Welfare 
and Security of the Community ,» and with- 
out this mutual Concern there is a Breach 
upon the Laws of Friendfhip, and the Bonds 
of Union would be diflblved. 
. This is Political Friendship in the more 
famous Senfe : But as Mankind are diffufed 
thro 9 the whole Earth; and various Incidents 
have .a&ually divided them into a Multi- 
tude of Empires, Kingdoms, and Common- 
wealths i it becomes impoffible they ftould 
combine in one Community, or fybfift with- 
out mutual Help : This makes way for Po- 
litical Friendship in another Notion, /. e. 
leagues of Friendship and mutual Alliances be- 
tween Sovereign and Independent States. A 
Concern for each, others Welfare and Securi- 
ty draws them, into mutual Engagements, 
and difpofes to afford prop ff Succours in all 
the Inftances ftipulated. And tbo v t;heir par- 
ticular 
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ticular Interefts may in many Refpe&s in> 
tcrfcrc ; this is no way inconfiftent with 
an hearty Friendfhip in all the Cafes in 
which they have a Common Intereft : Nay, 
in particular States there may be various Par- 
ties divided from each other, by peculiar 
Interefts and Opinions, (which in Religious 
Matters is very commonly wrought up to a 
Principal Intereft) who yet may have a fin- 
cere Kindnefs for thp Publick, and readily 
enter into mutual Bonds for the Common 
Good. 

Whenever fuch Engagements are made, 
there is a Profcffion of Political Friendfhip ; 
and where they are made good, there it is 
in Reality. Nor is it neceflary that private 
Intereft> or private Opinion, fhould on either 
Side be renoutge'd, when we enter into fuch 
Engagements : Combination into Society is 
not for the Definition of Property, but the 
Prefervation of it ; excepting only where the 
giving up a Part is plainly neceflary to fup- 
port and prgferve the Whole. In this Cafe 
Political Friendfhip will as much more oblige 
a Man to deny a particular Humour, or Per- 
fonal Intereft, than a Private Friendfhip ; as 
the Publick Good is in itfelf more valuable, 
and more to be preferred, than that of any 
fingle Perfon in all the World. But I can* 
not fee why a Man has not as true a Proper- 
ty in the Thoughts ot his Mind, and open 
Profeffion, and correfpondent Pr aft ice, as 
he has in his onward Pofleflions ; and equal 
Liberty to u(e them within the fame Re- 
ftriftion, u *. without Injury to the Publick. 

And 
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And there is this plain Inftance of Difparity 
peculiar to this Kind of Property ; that no- 
thing is fo much a Man's Own, or fo little 
affe&s the Intereft of ether Men. 

When mutual Engagements are once made 
with a Referve of private Opinions and 
Interefts ; to break in upon referved Proper* H 

ty, or fail to mate thefe Engagements good, j 

is a Breach of Political Friendihip. To ask |l 

Service and Affiftance on one Side ; and pro- • , j 

mile it on the other, is adual Compaft: ■ 

And Failure on either Side, where the Prof- 
fer is accepted, is a Violation of the League. 
of Friendihip $ which is< dire&Iy intended 
for mutual Help, Security and Comfort. 

There is another Sence of Political Friend* 
flap, tho' 'tis by a very hard Figure it bears 
the Name. Policy has eithe^an Honour- 
able, or an Infamous Signification. It 
(lands for Prudence, or an honeft Skill in 
managing Affairs: or elfe for wicked Crafr 
and Tricking, when a . Man by a Shew 
and Appearance of Friendship and Regard 
to private Perfons or the publick Good, in- 
tends only to ferve Himfelf at the Expence 
of Both. The Guife of Friendihip rauft be 

fut on, perhaps of more than common 
riendfhip; great Profeffions of Sincerity 
made ; many Offers and Promifes of Favour : 
But all this in reality is only a Bait to catch 
the Unwary, or a Cover to other Defigns. 
The Politician, in the mean time, fincerely 
means Himfelf, and makes this fair Shew, 
and thofe folemn Promifes, to draw in others 
to ferve his Interefts, and drop them at laft. 

This 
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This if it enter the firft Intention, is horrid 
Treachery : Or if the Intentions were honeft 
and real at the time of the Compaft, but un- 
forefeen Difficulties rifing up have altered 
their ftft Defigns, and they have not Firm : 
nefs enough to ftand their Ground againft a 
fadden Aflauk or a violent Shock ; if they 
aire not treacherous, they* are falfe Fritnds, 
and unworthy of any farther Confidence and 
Troft. 

It .appears by this Account of Things, that 
Political Friendfhip requires a Largenefs and 
Generality of Mind, becaufe of the Differ- 
ences of Sentiments and Intercfts which muft 
be allowed for on each Side : Sincerity and 
fteadinefs of Conduft againft every artful* Itv 
fkuiatkm or open Attempt to undermine! ana 
Overthrow it: A Freedom from Sqfpi : 
^ dons upon every flight Appearance; and 
a Readinefe to rely upon each other's Decla-r 
ntion$ and Aflurances : With a constant Dif- 
pofifion* to return all E?preffions of KfydiieS ' 
.j f andRefpeft. 

/Uz'x^* *^>->t- There is an Account in the Hfftorv of 
<r*r>^r ? ^v**^ /^^England, of a very great Flood Whiqh hap- 
/*> > r '\->%/tt'j pened in the Country,, and did a deal of 
r / V JV„ f*\ r /tr*TOifchief ; fwept avfay abundance of Hay 
* and Corn > overthrevy fe vera! D well ingjloufes, 

drowned a great many People and Cattle, and 
rofe t<* that Height, that it feemed to threa- 
ten every Thing Iri this Coiftmon. JSxtr^ 
mfty, a great Number of Bealls of. all Sorts 
were got together upon fifing Ground* as 
a Common Refage. Dogs, Cats, Hares, 
Hounds, Ofeeir, Cocfcs, Hens, arid 1 alT flood 
' as 
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*s quietly as if they had forgot their Natu- 
ral Antipathy, or a Sence of Common Dag- 
ger had entirely fufpended it. Why ftould 
not Common Danger and intereft have a 
like EffeS upon Rational Creatures; and Men 
be as Wife as Beafis ? He who fends the 
Sluggard to the Ant to learn. Diligence and 
Forecaft ; He who fend; the Ungrateful to 
the Ox who knows his Owner, and the Afs who 
hums bis Mafttrs Crib, does by fuch a Provi- 
dence fend Us to the Beafts of greatefl Dif- 
ference and Contrariety of Nature, to learn 
the Reafonablenefs of Political Friendfbip* 
and to give up private Interefts and Refent- 
ments to a publick Good. 

The Grandure of the Grecian and Roman 
Empires qwed their firft Being, vaft Extent 
and long Continuance, to the Harmony and 
Union of the feveral Parts, and a fteady Re* 
gard to a Common Intereft, under all their 
Diverfities in other Refpe&s : And they ne- 
ver were broken till they became difcontent- 
ed among themfelves, and went into differ- 
ent Fa&ions, and were governed by private 
Views : as among the Grecians at the Death 
of Alexander the Great ; and among the Ro* 
mans* in the famous Quarrel between the 
Tribunes and the Senate. 

The ancient Romans ufed to call the Friends 
of their Emperors Patticipes Curarum^ Sharers 
in the publick Cares : and tho 9 the fond Ma- 
nagement of weak Princes has made it become 
no very great Advantage either to the Prince 
or his Friends, to be called Favourites; yeC 
when it has been rightly managed, the Peo* 

B pie 
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pte have been fo far from growing Uneafy* 
or thinking themfelves Sufferers, that they 
have expreffed the higheft Satisfa&ion in it. 
The Rman Senate appointed an Altar to be 
dedicated toFriendflnp as a Goddefs, in refpe& 
fO the Onenefs there Teemed to be between 
'fiherius and Sejanus ; which might have been 
due tp their Friendship, had their Chara&ere 
better deferred it. 

If we look into latter Times, the Inftanc* 
of the Switz, Cantons is the raoft Remarkable. 
They confift of a great many lef&r Indepen- 
dent States, and are of different Religions, 
not at all friendly to one another; and yet 
are fo united in one Political Friendfhip, that 
no Body can attack the leaf): of them, with- 
out drawing upon himfelf the whole Hehetick 
Body . Indeed the Bigot of St. Gatf lately found 
Means to make fome of the Cantons forget their 
Common Intereft ; but it has been fo much 
to their Common Smart, that Yis to be ho- 
ped, they will more ftri&ly obferve the Rules 
of their Political Fricndfhip for the Time to 
jf /^ r ^come, 

U P°p? Innocent the Eleventh, the Prince of 
Orange, and the States of Holland, the Church 
of England, zndPmeftant Dijfenters, all con- 
curred in promoting the Revolution : And 
fcveral Popifli and Proteftant Powers uni- 
ted in the Grand Alliance,; and made a 
.firm and confiftent Body for many Years to- 
gether. It was the only Rifing Ground left, 
whereby to avoid the overflowing Deluge of 
UniVerfal French Monarchy. /iJ>.^« Mc-l U< 
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. The unequalled Example of Perianal Poli- ^ ^ 
tical Friendfiiip in the prefent Age, is that v " c 
of Prince Eugene and the Duke of Marlborough; 
both Perfons of Spirit and Fortune; the Fa* 
vourites and Confidents of their Prince, ad- 
vanced to the higheft Dignities and chief 
Command ; of different Religions ; in the 
Courfe of a long and various War, yet. living 
in a perfed Friendfliip, and always a&ing 
in Concert •• never once clashing in their \pc 
terefts, or jarring in their Pretenfions* or fed 
by any Incident to the leaft Jealoufy or In- 
difference; and with no other Emulation than 
of having the higheft Efteem and doing the 
greateft Honour to one another. { . 

I have often wonder'd there is fo little Po- 
litical Friendfliip in the World, when the 
common Sence of Mankind muft needs have 
found it out, efpecially led on to it fo direct- 
ly by Religion : An hearty Fricndfhio in 
the eifential Regards of focial Life, and the 
Thjngs which concern the Welfare of the 
Community, would put it but of the Power 
of fmaller Differences to deftroy the good 
Will and good Underftanding which would 
naturally arife from a joint Confent in one 
Common Intereft, if fome Men did not ufe 
Arts and take Pains to prevent the Peace 
and Quiet of the World. The old Duke of 
Buckingham has obferv'd, That fome Opinions 
are made ufe of to [et the World at Qddt, and by 
the Friends they maintain, enrich thofe, who in p 
chart talk and peaceful World, muft have ftarved. 
There are fome Opinions I could name are 
good for nothing elfe ; and fome Perfons too, 

B 2 whom 
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whom I need not name, who have owed all 
their Advancement to the Operation of fucH 
Opinions. They would have ftarved, or what 
is next to it, have been only in fuch a Con* 
dition as was agreeable to the Merit of their 
Talents, in a peaceful and charitable WorlcU 
They feem to be fenfible of this, and there- 
fore promote thofe Opinions and Pra&ices 
which have only a Tendency to deftroy 
Peace and Charity ; becaufe where thefe 
prevail, there is nothing to be got but by 
Merit. w fak 

There are two Things^generally cement 
and unite Men of different Perfuafions, and 
indeed ought always to do fo: An Apprehen- 
fion of Common Danger, and a Sence of 
Common Benefit. An Apprehenfion of Com* 
mon Danger, is one great Foundation of Po- 
litical Friendship, and Prefervatiye of the 
State : For it awakens a general Concern, 
and unites the whole Force for the Common 
Safety ; and it can never be ruined but by a 
Power Superiour to the Whoje. Horace * 
compares the Common- Wealth to a Ship all 
torn and rent by a late Storm ; and under 
that Allegory dinwades from Launching a* 
gain into a new War ; and advifes to* give 
itfelf up to Cafar's Rule, and fit quietly un- 
der his Government. Beficies the feafonablc 
Hint this carries in it to fome, I would make 
this farther Improvement of it to others: 
The Common- Wealth is a Ship ; the Crew 
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ate not all of a Mind ; but differ as much a* 
People do in a State ; As many Men fo many 
Minds : But let a Privateer appear, or Storm 
arife, and you'll quickly fee all Hands aloft 5 
the trifling Particularities are all forgot, and 
every Man exerts himfelf, as if he were 
Member of fdrae Common Body, and ani* 
mated by a Common Soul. 

But when Men are intent upon Party, ab- 
ftra&cd from the Community* they become like 
the Jews at the Deftru&ion of Jerufalem ; e» 
very one had a Zeal for the Faftion in which 
he wa^ engaged, and ready to venture his 
Life to fupport it againft another > not con* 
fidering that by this Means the Romans had 
nothing left to do, but to (land by and fee 
them devour one another. And I pray God, 
fays Bifhop StiUingfieet in one of his Sermons, 
" That may never be faid of another Sore 
of Romans concerning this Church of ours* 
We can't but be fenfible how touch they 
are pleafed with our Divisions, and that 
they have always Hay and Stubble enoughs 
" not only to build with, as they do, but 
<c whereby to add Fuel to our Flames* 
" How happy fhould we be if we could once 
" lay afide all Party Animofities, and all 
" mind the true Intereft of our Church, and 
u the Security of the Proteftant Religion by 
" it, which ought to be dearer to us , than 
' c our Lives. But that is our Mifery, that 
" our Divifions in Religion have made us 
" not more contemptible than ridiculous to 
" Foreign Nations; and it puzzels the Wifeft 
" 3mong our felves to find out Expedients 
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§4' Qf Politic-All Friendship* 

* t6 keep us from Ruining one of the bg$ 

* c Churches in the Cbriftiaa World* 
. ' The Emiflaries of the Church of Rome 
have driven a long and fuccefsfui Trade a- 
tnong us id flatting new Opinions, and fa- 
ting up new. Sefts, and crumbling us into 
as many Subdivifions as they could ; partly 
to caft a Slur upon the Glory of Liberty and 
Toleration, which her. Tyranny will not al- 
low ; but chiefly becaufe they . have found 
we have been fo filly, that every Difference 
is made a Divifion ; , and every Diviiion a 
frefh. Spring of Enmity, and a great Weak* 
ning of the Proteftant Intereft : But how all 
this Labour would be in vain, if we could 
become wife enough to admit this Politi- 
cal Friendship* And eftabliflj this Maxim as 
Sacred* (and indeed 'tis as Sacred as any o* 
ther that can be named* either in Politicks 
or Religion) That Difference JbaU not divide, or 
ereate Enmity ; but fo much the rather unite us a* 
gainft the Common Enemy at'w find we need the 
Ijbertfvf Differing* tihkh their Tyranny tuitt 
Hit altoto. 'Tis all Grimact to bewail the Ani- 
iftofities of Parties and the ill Effe&s of Dif- 
ference among People of the fame Religion, 
if 'tis with a Defigfi to infinuate, that the 
dnly Cure of fuch a Difeafe i$ to reduce all 
Men to the fame Opinions and Forms; That 
Intention is kfclf an Inftance of the Faction 
and Animdfity it Jaments* as it is- the main 
Caufe of its ftiifchievous Effe&s. No* no* 
Let every one's Right to his Opinion and 
Religion* as ftr as ftands with the publick 
Peace, be as Sacrfcd as Honour, . Truth* . and 
'■ <• Con- 
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G&nfcience : Let Uta fee {he StiHfkartck, the 
Fa8i*us, the Heretirk, who (hall gi>e tip this 
Right himfelf* or offer to impofe upon it lit* 
dtftffrs; and let Political Friendfhip in all OF- 
feife take Place among thofe who agree in a 
Cotamon Good, wfoatfcever they differ irt 
Mode. 

f% fey this Mean* the Common Offices of mu* 

tualPrtendftip and good Neighbourhood, 

wotaW be preierved, which we have feen of 

fatfc fo often violated ; as if Ceurteoufaefs to at 

Mtn% Gentleneft, Peace, Benevolence were 

m rkxts of odr Religion or Politicks. 

; It would add to the Strength and Power 

4f a Nation, render it considerable to its 

FWcftds and Allies, and formidable to its E-> 

riemf es ; When it becomes a known Maxim, 

that however they differ in other Matters, 

they underftand their Common Intereft, and 

w f fll heartily unite againft a Common Enc* 

ihy. There h al! the fame Advantage in 

Political Friendlhip, whether with different 

Stated, or different Parties in the fame Stater 

as there is in private Life, from Common 

Friendftip. The > publick Underftanding % 

if I may be allowed to fpeak fo, is happily 

guided and informed; where 'tis right, it 

will be flrengthened and fup ported ; where 

*tis miftaken, it will be re&ify'd and fet to 

fights. The publick Councils are much more 

fafe, where there is a Multitude of Counfettorf* 

and mdre comprehenfivefy Beneficial. The 

publick Cares are leffened and fit lighter, by 

Communicating, and taking others to ffcare 

y in them. The publick Joys and Triumph* 

f • ' m are 



\6 Of Political Friendship* 

arc fenfibly increafed, by being dif&fed : And 
all the publick Proceedings and Adminiftrati* 
ons become more eafy and fuccc&ful. A 
Kingdom or State, for Inftance, may be ac 
a Lofs in Treating with an fLnemj ; perhaps 
'tis neceflary to be upon Terms with them, 
and nearly aflfeds fome confiderable Intcreft : 
But now another Court or Government which 
is not bound to fuch Terms, may interpofe 
with Advantages and take thofe Steps to ex- 
pedite an Affair, which would not be proper 
in themfelves, or like to be accepted and ef- 
fe&ual. So in Treating with an AUie> thofe 
Things may be gracefully offered and propo- 
fed'in many Cafes by another, which would 
not become the Prince himfelf who is con- 
cerned to obtain them. And 'tis a peculiar 
Advantage in Political Friendfiup, that if 
Death happens in one or two Inuances of 
Leading Perfons, before a wife and considera- 
ble Scheme which has been concerted can 
be accomplifhed ; there are others left in the 
fame Meafiires and Defign, to purfue and fi- 

nifli it^ 

It would difcourage Plots and fecret Corv 
fpiracies : A Union in one Political Bond $ 
which allows for any particular Differen- 
ces, confident with the Conftitution and 
publick Peace; would hardly leave a JDif- 
pofition to Plot, or any popular Temptatioa 
to it. When every peaceable Subjed enjoys 
his native Liberty ,^j\d proper Rights, what? 
Pretence has any Man left to be uneafy > 
And it would be the greateft Difcourage- 
ment againft any Attempt of that Kind, when 

the 
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the Attack is known to be made upon a Bo* 
dy united in Political Friendship : Their o- 
tber Differences in fuch a Cafe, would do no. 
mote -Harm, than Variety of Faces, Statures, 
and Airs, among the Soldiers of the fame 
Army: The Enepiy is fure to find them a 
united Body, and of one Mind, for all thofe , 
Differences. 

If the Court were a Soil where this Excel- 
lent Plarit could thrive, the King's Service, 
which we are fo happy as to be able to fay- 
is entirely the fame with the Nation's, would 
never fuflfer thro* Competitions, Jealoufies* 
and jarring Pretention* of Courtiers ; fincc 
in hoc 7e rtioj they would all meet jas Friends* 
felearty fnends of t\& King and Conftituti- 
on, muft be fo far Friends to one another * 
ready to affift Tiiepifelves, and heartily dif- 
pbfed to rejoice in '$11 the publick Good 
which is done by Gthers, let it be by whom, 
ir will 

There is the; /awe Reafon for fteady Ad- 
herence to the Tics of Political Friendship, 
as- there is to be £rue to any qjther Society 
Men enter into ; that they may be fure of 
the united Skill of the Body for their Directi- 
on and Benefit, and the united Force of it 
for their Defence. 'Tis plainly with a Prok 
p$& of mutual Advantage fuch Fricndfhip 
is founded ; and by being falfe to it, all thoff 
Advantages which were intended by it,,of 
could poffibly be obtained} are loft at once. 
The Matter is very clear in the Cafe of Al- 
liance with Foreign Nations: A ftrid Re- 
gard to the Forms on which fuch Leagues 

C are 
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art foftthfcd'; itnd * firffcfadiy Gdncerrt foftht : 
Inttrefts of- PSftplc with *hcta we arc thui 
c&!tfedera«d; even' in Afiaks fcot expreflf 
mtiitioned; is4bfolntely neceffary: and afflfr* 
fidious Violation, or Coolnefs and Unconcertt 
about the Ihtetcfts of fuch Political friend^ 
dtiindt but be of dangerous Confequeridfe* 
The great Succefs of the Grand Alliance in alt 
it* fcveral S&t$, was chiefly owihg to the 
FHfcftdfeip i have defcnVd; A common zM 
vtry formidable Enemy was awed, humbled;' 
and alraoft fubdned : But when this c&ftie to 
oeafe, it was<db wonder the Whole Face of Af- 
ftirs was Wtery where prefently iltered : T hef 
who could ho longer be Faithful to each bthc?$ 
or Depend on one another, wtre all, one aftii 
inodh^ triefeedV injured and opprefs'd. TSJftfc* 
were thfe Advantages of Political Friendfhip 
lhbit Cenfpicuous in the COhdutft 4Hd ! Sii<> 
efcft of the Peerlefs Marltorotgb and EugeHe, 
than the Danger of proving falfe to it #a£ 
in the fiktil Confequence of the Political Per- 
fitiy of <he attainted Duke of Ormond. • * 

The fttftks aggrievedbjr this Falfliood wiH 
hardly eVer be perfwaded to place any G6h^ 
fidence in the warmeft Profeffions afterwards \ 
To be once deceived is enough. And all 
other wife Nations fend Parties and PerfbiW 
<WiH learn ^Tifdom at their Expence, fcn3 
toardly laj- touch ftrefs on a Friendflrip fi> 
precarious and enfnaring *. And if 6ft£t 
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ftfib. flifcouragiog Ficklencfs any fljould, by 
the NccefEty of their Affairs, be driven to 
profefs Friend/hip again, there wilJ^ eadtefs 
Jealoufies and Diftrufts, which make cheFriend- 
Hup unpleafant while it continues, and will 
be lijce to end in an open Rupture at laft. This 

was plainly the Cafe with the Earl of 

and the Tories ; they received him, and ufed 
him, but they ever mifirufted him; and 
thought it neceflary to get rid of him at laft. 
Nor is it. the lead Mifchief in tbjs Cafe, 
which often happens between private Friends 
when they fall out, every Secret committed 
to them in Confidence is immediately divul- 
ged, by way of Revenge for betraying their 
Truft. Indeed whatfoever unhappy Confe- 
quences fhould deter from Falfliood in Com- 
mon Fricndfhip, hold good with greater Ad* 
vantage for Faithfulnefs and Steadinefs in 
this. 

- 'Tis not eafy to fay whether the Danger 
of violating Political Friendship, or the Mif- 
chief of a falfe Pretence to it, is the greater 
Evil. 'Tis certain the more Valuable and 
Ufeful any Thing is, the more dangerous is 
the Counterfeit. A Man puts on the Ap- 
pearance of a Generous Fricndfhip, meerly. 
to ferve fome politick Ends, of his own, 
which is nothing elfe but the Hypocritical 
Aping of that ufeful and vertuous Union of 
Perfons and Parties I am fpeaking of : When, 
for Inftance, in a time of Common Danger, 
mutual Sympathy and Concern is profefled 
on all Sides ; every one feems to have at 
Heart his Neighbours Grievances, as well as 
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bis Own ; and united Endeavours are Tmib- 
jngly dire&ed to the Removal of All as a 
Commc^pnd: But a Prince has a fair Op- 
portunity to make a feparate Peace, and leaves 
fill his Allies in the Lurch 5 or a private Man 
finds a way to make his own Fortunes and 
then (hews by the neglect of his Aflbciates in 
Danger, that he meant nothing but Himfelf, 
by all his Pretence to a publick Good : An 
ejefted Courtier (hall carefs and compani- 
onate Jofeph, when both lie under Difgrace; 
but if he comes to (it warm in his Place again, 
Jofeph may ftill wear his Fetters for him 
without any kind Remembrance and Regard : 
at lead till a frefli Difficulty bring him to 
Mind, and revive feme Tendernefs and Con- 
cern. 

Every Body is ready to declaim againft 
this Conduct as bafe and unworthy in other 
People, and yet there is not a more Common 
Pra&icc in the World. Certainly nothing 
can be more Difingenuous: 'Tis altogether 
wearing a Mask, and giving a falfe Repre- 
fentation of a Man's felf. He puts himfelf 
jipon the World for a Patriot, and a Man 'of 
generous Defigns, when in Truth, he -is 
vilely Mercenary, and has no Tafte of Social 
Vertue. He treats his Neighbour upon very 
unfair and unequal Terms : Honeft M«n are 
drawn in to ferve his private and particular 
jPurpofes, when a common Intereft was pre* 
tended on both Sides, and fincerely meant 
pn One. Men of the raoft honeii Intentions, 
are the mod liable to be hurt by this Conduit, 
far they are put off their Gu^r4 by a fpeci* 

PUS 



Of Political Fmendsmif. « 

oas Pretence, and Have the lefs Capacity for 
Self-defence. The Fairnefs of the Colour they , 
wear makes the Hyppcrify the more Abomi- 
nable and Pernicious'. It a Man wears the a 
Mask of Religion to enable him with the \ 
greater Succefs to impofe upon others, his ■ 
fc Hypocrify for that Reafon, carries in it botfl j 
. the more Bafcnefs, and the more Danger. 
The next beft thing in the World- to Religi- 
on, is being a Patriot, and Well-wi/her to 
Mankind ; and if a Man makes ufe of this 
as a Cloak, to fcrve hirafelf, and accompliflb 
ungenerous Ends of his own ; he muff be 
the more detcfted by every honeft Man, when 
the Mask drops of and his true Defigns ap- 
pear ; and in the mean time is capable of 
the more dangerous and fpreading Mifchicf. 
The Friendfhip he pretends, enables him, 
like Judas, with the greater Eafe to betray his 
Maffer or his Friend. 

This which has been complained of in all 
Ages, is grown fo common in ours* that no- 
thing has gone farther to weaken the Bonds 
of Society, which is neceflarily founded upon 
the Apprehenfion of a general and common 
Intercft. It fliould indeed be refented by 
every Body, Not only by thofe who are im- 
mediately the Dupes of thofe defigning 
Knaves ; but by every Man of upright In- 
tentions. If He had come in their Way, he 
would havfc met with no better Ufage. And 
befides that, it injures him in another Kind: 
Thofe who have found themfelves impofrd 
upon already by fair Pretenfions, cannot help 
entertaining a Jealoufy of others for the 

Fu* 
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Future, who mp£ in Truth have an tope& 
Meanings and ft> they lofe the Confidence 
which they have a Blight to, becaufe of tl>€ 
treacherous Abufe which thofe Men h^vc 
made of f heir TrufL , 

And hue J cannot but refle& with a gene* 
mxs CoQcVtn upon the unfriendly Tenjper a- 
mong the deferent Parties which has prevailed 
among w f and which is as impolitick as 'tis 
irreligious ; ; and a juA Reafon both of Rcr 
proach~a*ul Complaint. Inftea4 of Largenefs 
and C*enero(ity of Mind, allowing for lef- 
jfer pifereaces, there ha* bsen a ftingy Nar- 
jownefs and felfifh Spirit ? each one's Pecur 
Jiarkie^ hove been magnified and drained, 
and loaded with a difproportionate Weight. 
Inftead of Sincerity and fteadioefs of Con dud, 
Men have been told one thing at one time, and 
qaite the contrary at another, and have found 
out a Conduct as variable as the Wind of po- 
pular favour, or Tide of CourtJPce ferment. 
Inftead of Freedom from Suspicions, and re- 
lying upon honeft and repeated A durances ; 
there have been innumerably Suggcftions of 
ganger and ill Defigns, without any one Al- 
legation ever made good inftead of a Dif- 
jx>fition to return Expreffions of Kindnefs, 
iotne Men have endeavoured to leften the 
moft Signal Service, and throw a general 
Contempt upon others ; yea,* we have feen v 
People ufed with Violence, and made the 
Mark of popular Rage, who have been al- 
ways hearty in their Country's Intereit, and 
ibmetiipes found neceflary for the Support of 
|be Wftole. 

And 
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And 'tis eafy to foretel, by the natural 
Tendency and Effects of Things; it can ne-. 
vet be happy with us, till the feveral Parties 
grow lb wife to drop private Quarrels and 
Party-Iii tereft; and joyn together in a hearty 
Zeal- lor' the ComnV* Good, in which they 
ati agrees and which is, both, mpfeconfiderable 
and of greater Conference to«afib> than the 
Peculiarities on either Sid* about which they 
diner, ,: , 
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Any kind <f Let&s, EJffy, Extra&s out ef 
valudble Authors, or Intelligence of anf Jffidirs 
which may ferve the firjl declared Intention' of this 
Papery will be thankfully received, if directed t& 
the Author of the Occafional-Paper, to be 
left at NorthV, Cafee-Houfe, Kingftrect, near 
Guild-Hall, London. Pofi paid. 
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ACTSofGRACE. 



Ergo humanitatis dulcedo etiam in ejferata tar- 
tar or um Ingenia fenetrat, torvofque & truces 
hoftium mollit oculosy ac Vt&wtit infoltntifji* 
tnos Spiritus fle&if: Nee ilti difficile & or- 
duutn eft, inter arma contraria, inter diflri&os 
% c (minus mucrohes placidum iter refer ire. Vtncit 
tram, profternlt odium, hoftilemque fanguinem 
hoftilibus Lachrymis mijeet. Valer. Max. 
Lib. v. cap. i. 
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ACTS of GRACE. 






CTS of Grace or General 
Pardons are always under-' 
flood to have their Rife from 
Royal Favour, in whatever 
Form they pafs for the Bene- 
fit of the Subject. In former 
Times they were commonly 
granted by the Crown alone as a Branch of 
the Prerogative. And there are modern In- 
ftaaces of the fame Nature ; as that ifliied by 
Kingjames II. about a Month before the Prince 
of Oranges Landing. Since the Cuftom has* 
prevailed to have the Concurrence of the three 
Parts of the Legiflature in them ; it has either 
been recommended from the Throne to the 
Wifdom of the Parliament to frame them ; or 
the Draught has been fent down by the King 
to the Houfes, and (in a way different from all 
other A<3s of Parliament,) room only left for* 
their Negative. : * ; " " ■"■ ■ 
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Wt (save mzny Inftancts in ou* Hiftory 
ajl the Forms. HI look back no farther 
tijie Restoration. King Charles ll. before 
Arrival in England, in his Dedaratioii |$t} 
JEJrafc, j^rtf i* i Wo. nrotoifed to " gfcftt » 
cc ;frce and general Pardon under the Greafc 
« Seal to all bis Sub jefts of what Degree <$ 
€ * Quality focrer, who ffibuld lay hold of that 
" Grace and Favour within forty Days after 
" the publifhing of it, and by any Publick A& 
u declare their doing fo, and return to the 
<( Loyalty and Obedience of good Sabjefts : 
€i And that no Crime wbatfgever fixutfd be 
€< brought in Queftion againft their Lives, Li- 
u berty, or Eftates ; and, as far as lay in his 
u Power, to the Prejudice 0f their Rcputati-* 
€€ ons* by any Reproach or Terms of Di- 
(f ftinftion : Requiring, that all Notes of Dif- 
u cord, Separation, and Difference of Parties* 
€f fliould be utterly abolifb'd among all his 
" Subje&s ; and conjuring them to a perfedt; 
€C Union among themfefres". Befides this, 
upon his coming over, he left it to the Houfe 
of Commons to frame an Aft of General Par* 
don, which he patted Augufi zp, 

After the Revolution, King William recom- 
mended it to the Houfe of Lords, March *8» 
j68p. to prepare fuch a Bill. But it had no 
EfFed in that Method, till one was fent 
down from the Crown, and pafled in M*y y 

The la/I we have had was that of Qgeen 
Jhme in the Year 1 70^.. which was fcnt down 
to the Lords* and from them to the Commons, * 
and then had the Royal Affent. 

Tbo ? 
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Tfeo' it has ben juftly cfteemed true Policy 
dot to make fuch Favour to Criminals too fre- 
quent; yet to grant Indemnities upon proper 
Occafions has been defervcdly reckoned the 
Wifdom and the Glory of the bcft Admini- 
niftrations. 

Sometimes they have been evidently owing 
to the Goodnefs of a Prince s Difpofition am 
the Kindnefs of his Temper. Mercy to the. 
Miferable, Pity to People in Diftrels, and- a 
generous Defirc of doing Good>and of making 
all Perfons eafy and happy as far as they can, 
is a Hainan Difpofition. This may foinetimes 
touch the Breafts of Princes as well as others ; 
and they may become Fathers of their Coufl-> 
try by the Generofity of their Mind, and U- 
niverfal Good-will to Mankind. As on the 
contrary*an unrelenting Severity is often owing 
to a Cruelty of Temper ; as Sengca * obferved. 
to one of the moft remarkable Inftances ot 
that in all the Rman Empire, " Cruelty is un*. 
u worthy of Human Nature. To delight in 
€€ Blood and Wounds, is to lay afidc the Man, 
" and become a Savage Creature" To this 
Principle of a land and good Difpofition, ow- 
ing either to Temper or Philofophy, the Ro- 
man Hiftorians afcribe the Clemency eminent 
in many Aftions of Auguflus, Titus, and the 
two Antonines. 

Such FavourtoOfienders frequently proceeds 
from a certain Greatnefsof Soul; fearlefsand 
fecure againfi the Attempts of turbulent and 
feditious Spirits. Cruelty and extream Seve* 
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rity upon all Otcaiions, is jti&ly efteemed the 
Mark of a pufillanimoift and timerous Spirit. 
As the fame Philofopher * obferves, u Tisthc 
** Property of a great Mind to be ever eafy 
" and composed, and to defpife Injuries and 

* Provocations : 'Tis effeminate to- be dutra- 
" gious in Refentment." Such tvas the great 
Heart of Julius Cafar, that in the very Battle of 
PMrfalia he gave Order* to fpare the Citizens? 
and a* Suetonius f obferves of him, " He dif- 
u covered an admirable Moderation and Clc- 
<f mency, both in the Profecution of the Civil 
** War and the Management of the Vi&bry. 

* But betides thefe Inducements from the good 
Qualities of Princes themfelvcs, they are often 
determined to fuch Afts of Grace from the 
wife Ends of Government. For a merciful 
Adminiftration ufually gains a general Refpe&y 
and Love : It fecures efpeciaily the zealous 
Afie&ion of the bed Men, of fuch as are Kind 
and Human themfelves, and delight in die 
Peace and Happinefs of their Neighbours and 
their Country- No 'one Vertuc carries a Prince s 
Reputation higher than Clemency ; and no 
Reputation contributes more either to his Se- 
curity or his Glory. All look upon fuch a 
Prince us a Common Good. They have rea- 
fon to cxped from him ali the BJeffings of a 
mild Government : To be eafy and content . 
themfelves, faithful to his Service, and zea- 
lous in their Duty : , When they fee him raer* 
ciful even to the Criminal, and gracious re 
fiich.as havcbee^i his own Enemies ; and that . 
he has a greater regard to the Publick Peace 

* Ibid. c. 5. i • T'£"ft» m*jW.C*/. > /-. 
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ami Welfare, than to any private Paffion M 
Refentment of his own. &»*<tf admirably ex* 
prcfles the Sentiment of a good Snbjeft in fiich 
a Cafe. * "He vicars his Prince with a Re- 
c( fpeft and Veneration, as if the immortal 
<c Gods condefcended to make- Themfelvcs 
" viable. Certainly he comes neareft to Them, 
u who behaves himfelf with a Similitude of 
<c Temper, in Beneficence and Generality. 
" Tis becoming to afpire at the Imitarion 
cc of ; Them : So to appear Great, as at the 
« fame Time to be efteem'd moft Good" 

It njay alfo be confider'd, that fuch' Clemen- 
cy, in a Prince, prevents .the Uneafinefs and Dif- 
iatisfa&ion, which many Pcrfons feel upon nu- 
merous and-frequent Examples of Juftice; tho* 
they are, ever fo reafonable in themfelvcs, or 
ever fo well deferv'd by the Sufferers. As there 
is a Natural Pity in moft Men, this is eafily 
mov'd at the Sight of capital Panifbraents, 
without confidering the juftifiable, or it may 
be neccflary Caufes of them. How . fenfibly 
touch'd arc the Spc&ators at our common Exe- 
cutions* even tho they know at the fame Time, 
chat the Sufferers are notorious Offenders, un- 
fit to live for the Peace of Mankind, and moft 
fit to be cut off as the Monuments of Publick 
Juftice ? And it may not be below the Care 
of a Government to fee, that frequent Com- 
panions for fuffering Criminals do not dege- 
nerate (thp' never fo unjuftly) into a Sufpicion 
of Cruelty in the Government it felf 

There may be Hopes fometimes of gaining 
over the Offenders themfelves : and a well- 
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pfac'd Clemency may make a faft Friend of a 
fierce Enemy. Without doubt it is a nobte and 
iiieful Policy, where there is a Ptofpcft of fuc- 
ceeding, to deftroy the Tray tor by faring the 
Man, and to gain a Friend inflead of ridding 
your fetf of an Enemy. The Degeneracy of the 
World indeed makes this Event very doubtful ; 
yet there axe (brae faftances of a good E&&, 
to encoutagd new Experiments. Augpftus was 
hardly More ilhiftrious in the generous Part to 
Cium, than Cinka was in the grateful to him # . 
€C Cima> (fays Augufhu to him) 1 give you 
" your Life : From this Day forward) Fet a 
«* Frkmdfbip com^ience between os ; and our 
" ooty Contention be, whether I fbew more 
'«< Honour in granting your Life, or you in 
" defctving it by jrour future Anions. Au- 
.-* ffifidt found him (f&yi my Author) well*a£ 
** feifted and faithful ever after, and was his 
," only Heir, and diitarb'd with no farther 
* Attempts from him." 

But if the Favour ifaould be loft upon a bafc 
and ungrateful Mind, it will at leaffc have one 
good Effeft ; it will juftify a future necef&ry 
Severity, where it has bectf received and is a- 
bus'd. All mutt be convinced, that to fpare 
finch whom no Ads of Clemency can reclaim* 
is nftt Clemency, but Weakness : That when 
a Prince has already performed the Part 
which Goodnefe calls for, and- it is found m 
Experience iceffeduai, he is then oblig'd toufe 
the only nsmasning Method of Peace and Safe- 
ty to hintfdf and the Community ; that is, to 
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cut off by the Sword of Juftice fuch as Ads o£ 
Mercy cannot reduce to their Duty. 

Upon fuch Views as thefe, wife and good 
Governors fee meet, at proper Seafons, to give 
undeferved Mercy a free Courfe. And cer* 
tainiy they have all the Reafon in the World, 
as far as Juftice and Gratitude can influence, 
toexpedt that it Should diffufe an undiflembled 
Loyalty and Affe&ion through all their Peo- 
ple. Every good Subjeft, tho' he needs not 
the Grace himfelf, will receive it as a pleafing 
Inftanee of the Natural Beneficence of his 
Prince. That which will recommend a Mo- 
narch to the Efteem and Veneration eveto of 
thole at a Diftance, and infpire them with 
Wiftcs that they could call him Theirs, muft 
certainly yk\4 a double Pleafure to fuch as 
have an immediate Intereft in him, and raife 
their Expe&ation of all the Kindnefs and 
Countenance to be hop'd for from a gracious 
Prinet towards dutiful. Subje&s, when he ftu- 
dies how to melt down even Rebels them* 
felves by unmerited -Grace. If there be any 
among his Subjects Indifferent and Difaffc&ed 
to his Perfon and Government, -tho* they have 
not been a ft u ally in Rebellion, and therefore 
have not immediate Occafion for the Grace 
which he extends to others ; yet thefe ought 
to admit Impreffions to his Advantage from 
the Royal Clemency. He that fees nothing in 
this to indear a Prince to him, or that feels no 
Relenting if he has been difaffe&ed, or no 
Warmth kindled in his Breaft towards him if 
he was indifferent before, is indeed a Reproach 
to human Nature. A Man of Vertue, if he 
fcrupled the Tide of fqclrPrince, coujd hardly 

B for- 
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forbear wiihitig that he might enjoy the Hap- 
pinefs of bqing his Subjeft. But tor the Ge- 
nerality of thofe, who appear difaffe&ed to his 
prefent Majefty, confeicntious Scruples are out 
of the Cafe, after they have given the moft 
open and facred A durances that they own him 
for their Lawful and Rightful Prince, and en* 
;ag'd Themfclves to the ftri&eft Loyalty and 
idelity. After this, Animofity* or even Cool- 
nefs to his Interefts, can have no Shadow of 
Defence. But if fuch Goodnefs will jiot lead 
them to Repentance,. I know not what can. 

Thofe who are to be the immediate Objeds 
of his Mercy, may well be expe&ed to fhew 
every Thing that is Grateful and Dutiful for 
the Future* After they have difputed his Ti- 
tle in the open Field, or engag 9 in treafooa- 
ble Cabals againft him, and are in the Power 
and at the Mercy of an injur'd Sovereign j 
fome of them brought by the Voice of their 
Country through the Forms of Law, in|ft the 
very Hands or the Executioner, if a gracious 
Prince had not ftop'd the Hand of Juftice : If 
fuch as Thefe (I fay) are made the Monuments 
of Royal Grace, can any Thing lefs than the 
higheft Gratitude be expe&ed by God and 
Man from them ? The very Acceptance of 
a Pardon from him, is at leaft a Pledge of 
their Fidelity for the Future. No Prince can 
be fuppos'd to fpare a Rebel, with the Profped 
of his engaging in new Attempts as foon as he 
is difcharg'd. He might indeed that way fbcw 
*he greater Contempt, but fuch a Contempt as 
cannot confift with a Prudent Ad minift ration 
A wife Prince depends at leaft upon the peace- 
able Behaviour of thofe to whom he extends 

his 
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h?s Clemency ; and thofc who accept of it 
without that Intention, bafeiy deceive a 

gracious Sovereign* In truth, common Te-; 
imonics of Submiffion (hould not content 
them. More is due from them than from o-> 
tbers, to retrieve their loft Honour, and to 
anfwer the fpecial Favours they have receiv'<L 
For pardon 'd Rebels to aflbciate again with 
the Enemies of the Government, to give them 
any Countenance, to hear with Patience thei* 
little defaming Stories, would-be the mod dif- 
ingeimous Treachery. But to enter into any 
of their Meafures for over-turning or diftref- 
fing the Government, is a Crime which wants 
a Name black* enough. It may be expeded, 
that they /hould let their Prince into the Ex* 
tent of former Confpiracies, at leaf): as fully as 
this can be done without breaking through 
Rules of Honour and betraying their Friends ; 
or if there (hould be any among them, who 
can fubmit to accept a Pardon from a fuppos'd 
Ufurper, and (hall ftill plead Confcience a* 
gatnft the Acknowledgment of his Title ; cer- 
tainly the leaft that they owe in Honour, is 
to quit his Dominions, that they may be out 
of the Reach of Temptation to any new At- 
tempt of difturbing a Prince who generoufly 
gave them their Lives. 

If Vertue prevail' d in the World, the Fa- 
vour extended to rebellious Subjeds would 
certainly iffiie in fuch happy Confequences j 
and then good Princes would never be unready 
to purfue their own Inclinations to Clemency. 
But it rauft be ownd, Ads of Grace (like any 
other good Thing) are liable to Abufe, and 
too often found in Experience to be attended 

B % with 
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With Pubiick Inconveniences.: A wife Gover- 
nor underftands the World too well to expe&» 
that by the moft confpicuous Clemency he fhall 
Win upon all bis Enemies , or foften every dtf~; 
contented Spirit*. Inftead of that, feveral Ul 
Eflfeds cannot but be forefeen, as very likely 
to infue upon it. 

Many Tongues will be fct Ioofe* which thro* 
Confcioufnefs of Guilt and Fear of Puftiftn 
ment, were for fome Time filent and mode ft, 
to the great Satisfaction and Repofe of ch^ir 
Neighbours : And many Hands at Liberty to 
ad againft the Government, which were be- 
fore either kept unadive in a Confinement, or 
retrained by the Dread, of 4>ei»g call'd to an 
Account for their paft Misbehaviour. His 
Majefty's good Subjeds know by Experience* 
how ferviceable this Fear has been to keep 
many peaceable and inoffcniive, at leaft more 
tolerable Neighbours, than formerly they were 
Us'd to be. 

And we ordinarily fee, that Thofe who 
leaft deferve the Royal Mercy, as. having been 
the principal Adors in a Rebellion, are of all 
Others coacern'd the readied to abufe it. There 
is a more rational Profped of gaining or quiet- 
ing the meaner Sort among the Difaffeded by 
an Ad of Grace. There is nothing more 
commonly or futceftfully improv'd by the 
Leaders in Sedition, to fet the Populace a~ 
gainft a Government, tiun a Notion of its Se- 
verity, which they will call Cruelty : They 
little consider the Reafons that make Ads of 
Pubiick Juftice neceifary for the Safety of the 
Society ; nor are prepared to enter into the Juft- 
nefs of that Thought, which was bappily ex- 
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preffed in an Addrefs prefented foracTime ago, 
chat it is in Compajjlon to the Innocem, tkat the 
Laws ordain the Guilty to he pumjbed* No* they 
are always taken with Mildnefs and Clemen- 
cy, without Regard ta Circumftances : Ami 
therefore fuch A&s make them Friends ot ve* 
ty inoflenfive Enemies ; and are (ot that Refc* 
km expedient to fupprefs a Rebellious Spirit 
in them* " The Poets feign, (fay* fay Lord 
" Bacon in his Ejfay on fedijhs Trot&lef,) that 
(( when the reft of the Gods would have bound 
" Jupiter by the Counfel of Pallas,- hfc fent for 
" Briareus with his hundred Hands to come in 
C( to his Aid. An Emblem no doubt (adds he) 
" to fliew how Jjfe it is for Monarchs to make 
w fare ©f the Good- will of Common People* 
But the Ill-will of the Heads of a Faftion 
k never founded upon fuch Reafons. They 
know too well the Abfolute Necefltfy of Pu* 
nifhments to fupport the Authority and Peace 
of a Government, to be difgufted at a Prince 
meerly upon that Account ; however artfully 
they may ufe this Pretence as the Ground of 
their Clamours and the Seed of Popular Dis- 
contents. But Intercft and Luft of Power, 
making their Fortunes by carrying a bold At- 
tempt, thefe are the Springs of Rebellion in 
them. And a Pardon leaves them but where; 
it found them, without any Gratification of 
their governing Paflions, and uneafy at the 
Difappoiatment of their Hopes. So that a 
Government, which will not let them into 
Power, can hardly abate their Enmity or quiet 
their Minds by the utmoft Lengths of Mercy 
which Prudence will allow it to run in fuch 
* Cafe. Inftead of that, 'tis well if they are 

not 



14 Qf Acts $f Grace. 

not encouraged by having the good Fortune 
to efcape the prefent Danger, to play the fame 
Game again upon hopes of Impunity. 

What then! muil there be no Mercy, no Grace 
to Rebels ? By all Means. Let the Throne 
be' eftablifhed in Righteoufnefs, and upheld by 
Mercy. Governors will not for the fake of 
thefe Inconveniences refolve upon unrelenting 
Severity : But Prudence will oblige them to-ufe 
the beft Precautions they can, for fecuring the 
valuable Ends, with as few of the ill Effefts 
as poffible. 

For this Purpofe, it has been the Care of 
Prudent Rulers not to make fuch A&s of Grace 
too common ; left they ftould grow contemp- 
tible by Frequency, or feditious Minds ftould 
get above the Terror of Juftice, by prefuming 
upon the Clemency of the Government as a 
Thing of Courfe. A Prince will look forward as 
well as backward, in the Manner of difpenfing 
his Favour, and give his Subjefts fair warning 
that they are not to look upon it as a Prece- 
dent. Majefty and Mercy fhall (bine at once 
in the Diftribution, as they do in our moft 
Gracious Sovereign's Words to his Parliament 
upon thi$ Occasion ; " That nothing maybe 
a wanting in me to quiet the Minds of all my 
u Subjefts, I have given dire&ions to prepare 
c< an A6t of Grace ; and however it may be 
u received by thofe who are obftinately bent 
" on the Ruin of their Country, I promife my 
" felf :*ut it will raife a due Senfe of Grati- 
" tude in all fuch as have been artfully miflcd 
fC into Treafonable Praftices againft my Per- 
" fon and Government, and preferve them 
u from (landing in need of the like Mercy for 

the 



cc 



Qf Acts pf Grace: 15 

the Future, when fuch an Inftance of Cle* 
mcocy may not bt fo Expedient for the Pub* 
" lick Welfare, as it would be agreeable to 
" my own Inclinations. 

Another Precaution of great Conference, 
is, the Choice of a proper Seafon. It lies not 
within the Province of private People to de- 
termine this, and 'tis feldom within their 
Reach to judge of it. They ftand not upon 
the fame rifing Ground with their Governors 
to take that large Compafs of View which is 
neceflary for difeovering the fitted Jun&urc. Yet 
this I may venture to fay in the general, the 
beft Time mull certainly be, when it is likely 
to do moil Good to the Publick, and to be 
mod for we Service and Honour of the Crown. 
And with this View we find our Princes have 
exercifed their Clemency fooner or later, juft 
as Circumftances have vary'd. A new Acccf- 
Uon to the Throne has been the mod accu- 
fiomed Period of any other, for Initances of 
Mercy : But this has either been upon a peace- 
able apd undifturbed Succeffion, when Sediti- 
ous Attempts againft the Government have 
little Share in the Favour: Or when, after a 
long Defe&ion, there has appeared a vecy ge- 
neral and hearty Return of the Subjects to 
their Duty ; which was the Cafe at the Re- 
ft oration. On the other Hand, when there has 
been a remarkable Courfe of Male-Admini~ 
ftration in the foregoing Reign; when the 
States of the Kingdom had declared a Difpo- 
finon to inquire into the Mifmanagements of 
evil Counfellors ; or when a Spirit of ftrong 
Difaffe&ion and Rancour againft the new Go- 
vernment (hew'd itfelf ; It has been thought 

: n Pr°- 
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proper to continue the Rod of Juftice over the' 

Heads of the Malecontents, till Parliamentary 
Inquiries have had their Courfe, and the Pub- 
lick Affairs were better fettled. All thefe fcir- 
cumftanc?s met to retard an Ad of Indemni- 
ty upon the Revolution. I need not obferve 
the Parallel at King GEORGE's Acccffion; 
with the Addition of an aftual Rebellion ; 
and, when that was fuppreifed, new Defigns 
formed abroad to give us frefli Difturbance in 
Concert with the Reftlefs Faftion at home. 
Certainly they can have no Reafon fo think 
much of the delay of his Majefty's Grace, 
whofe new* Praftices of Sedition and infuflfer- 
able Infolence made it abfolutely iupnfiftent 
with all the Rules of good Policy re releafe 
them from their Fears one Day foonen A 
Prince will not be heftored out of his Mercy ; 
nor regard the Petitions of Rebels for it, as 
long as they are fpirking their Accomplices 
to infult that very Government whofe Mercy 
they implore, by infolent Language, mali- 
cious Lies, and affe&ed Marks of Diftin- 
ftion. 

When the Seafon has been thought proper 
for an Exercife of Mercy, it has always em- 
ploy 'd the matureft Thoughts of the Govern- 
ment, how far it ftould extend both astoPer- 
fons and the Degrees of Favour. King Henry 
the 7th thought fit more than once to fcatter 
a Rebellion by a Proclamation of Grace at the 
Head of the Rebels to all, except the Prime 
Leaders, who would lay down their Arms 
and return to their Obedience. This has 
fometitnes melted down a Body of fome Thou- 
sands ; and the Heads of the Party, being de~ 

ferted 
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icrted, have ' been the only, Sufferers, as they 
wjxe the Foments of the Mifchief. This has 
(av'dfhe Labour of bringing vp the heavy Ar- 
tillery. But where Meit have flood th<f£atpo£ 
War, and where defeated, taken, . at Mercy.; a,3 
Examples of Juflice have trfually been made 
t.cfore any Significations of Favour ; fo thefe 
at' laft have paftwith fevefal Exceptions Smct 
Limitations, eyen when th? Title has riyi in 
the nioft general Terms of 2.. Full and PreePar- 
'don. And upon different Occasions whidh need- 
ed fytercy in one and the fame Reign, it has 
not always been cxercifed in thofe Proporti- 
ons which. might be expeded by thofe who 
were at a diftance from the fountain of Ma- 
nagement. fc My Lord Veriilam in his Hifiory of 
tie'nrj Vll. takes notice of the Inequality of 
his Executions and Pardons upon different 
Occafions ; and obferves that Men might think 
it a kind of Lottery or Chance: But looking 
into it more narrowly, fays he> one fhall find 
there was Reafon for it y much ftiore perhaps 
than at fo great a Pittance of Time we can 
now difcern. In the Kentijh Commotion ia 
that Reign, which confined of but a Handful 
of Men,there were executed no lefs than 1 jo > 
and yet in another mighty Rebellion* in bis 
time, that of the Cornijh Men, where there had 
been Sixteen Thoufand in Arms, oftly three 
Ferfofis fuffcred. The Noble Hiftorian is left 
to his Corije&ures abciut the Reafon of the 
Difference m^ide : But they am worthy of Re- 
mark as he goes on? Whether it were, that rhe 
King put to Account the Men that were flain 
in the Field, (in the Cornijh Infurreftion) or 
Was ijOt Willing to* be fevere in sl Popular* 
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feaufe : or whether the harmlefs Behaviour of 
thefe People that came ftfom the Weft of J£«* 
7W to the l&ft without any Mifchief almoft 
or'Spoifto fhe Country, did fomewhat mollis 
fy him and moire him to Companion ; or laftf 
ty, that he made a great Difference between 
People that rebell'd upon Preffurc and Extre- 
mity, and them that rebelled upon Wanton- 
ness. ^ . 

lii Modem Times, and the moft celebrated 
Instances of Lenity, Limitations have been 
carefully remembrcd. The general Pardon at 
the Reftoration, Ta Car. II. " excepts all Of- 
" fenced committed by any Jfefuit or Romifb 

* Prieft againft an Aft of 1 a Elizabeth againft' 
5* Jefuits, Seminary Prifcfts, and other difobedi- 
« ent Perfons. In the fame Aft Potty Nine 

* were excepted abfolutely and by Name. And 
" the two Perfons that appeared difgnifed 
" upon the Scaffold at Whitehall, January 30. 

* 1648 And four more that were dead. / ft 

* was alfo provided, that tfiat Aft {hould 
r « not difcharge the Eftatcs of Twenty four o- 

* ther Perfons deceafed, from fuch Penalties 

* and Forfeitures as by an Aft of Parliament 

* intended to be paft fhall be declared. Seve- 
ral others are excepted, for fuch Pains 
f< and Penalties only, not extending to Life, 

as by an Aft to be pafled for that purpofc 
(hould be impofed. Eighteen are fo far ex-. 

" eluded alfo, as that i( they did ever accept 
or exercife any Office or Publick Employ- 
ment in England or IVaks or the Town of 
Berwick upon Tweedy they fhould ftand at if 
they were totally excepted out of that Aft* 

" And the lil^e of feveral others. All Perfons 

"like-. 
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** likcwife, tvho were attainted by Aft of *Par- 

€€ liament for Rebellion, were exempted from 

« the Benefit of that A&" No thinking Per- 

fon therefore can judge it ftrange, whether he ^ _, 

considers former Prefidents or the Reafon of 7nuctdtmS 

rhe Thing, i( the" Wiwom of the Adminiftra- 

tion fhould fet fome Bounds to Merc? in the 

}>refent Conjun&ure. Even Divine Mercy it* 
ejf is not given at rapdota* without Regard 
to the Quality of the Objcft. Pardon upon 
Repentance and Amendment is the Grace 
of a God; and 'tis Honour enough to the 
Grace of a King to be the linage of that whicji 
is Divine. If Men, who/hew no Marks of Re- 
morfe for the Part they haveafted againft their 
Prince, and continue aflbciated with the Pre* 
tender, fhould go without a (hare in the Royal 
Indulgence ; none can have the Face to com- 
plain of it, but thofe^who love the Treafon; 
efpecially if fuch fhould be exempted, as by 
their Popularity might give difbrbance, and 
evidently difcover an Inclination to ufe all the 
Iufluence jhey have to the Common Mifchief. 
Who caiv think thofe in a Difpofition for 
Mercy, who exprefs tnemfelves in the follow*? 
ijig Language, at leaft till they come tq 
change. their Note ? " The Time .may 
c< come, and I hope will yer come, (fays ' 
cc the Earl of Mar in his Journal * printed at 
u Paris) when God in his Mercy (he knows 
" what a Judgment it, rauft be to the whole 
rt Nation) will open the. Eyes and turn the 
" Hearts of thefe Nations tQ a Senfe of their 
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7* . JDnty> andnbt permit fo accqmplifb'd a Per-* 
. ^* foil to be always unfortunate :. But how- 
'f'.ever it fhall plrfaie Providence to difpqfe of 
c * him ; this I can affaire you, ai}d you may 
*" rely upon it, that as his ftight is ipdefeaij- 
" ,ble, he is firmly refolv'd* ' by the Help q( 
Alnjighty. Cod, to aflqt it, whpneyer hje 
finds zfit Opportunity, and never to depart 
" froin it but wifh his Life" Such as are 
waiting for fit Opportpfijttfs to r$new their At- 
tempt, will certainly be kept at Arm's length. 
The Government i](p knows beft, what le- 
gal Securities "can be given in this Matter by 
the fufpeftcd, or taken againft them ; who arp 
proper to be excepted by Name, and who in 
Effeft; under what Limitations fome {houl^ 
receive this Favour, or under what Incapaci- 
ties for future Truft and Power in the Publick. 
J Tis a little odd to fcb Men/ jvho h*v$ but 
lately and narrowly efcap'd the Halter rn^ke a 
buftlc in Publick Aflcmblies, puih for Pofts of 
xh're&ton in their Parifhes, and bullyipg it in 
the Places of -Confourfe and Debat£. I ask*a 
the other Day, who that Gentlenjan was that 
difcover'd fuch an Inclination above all the reft 
bf the Company, 'to make free with the Cpn- 
duft of th$ Government ; and. was cold, to my 

freat Sutprizej' he was one who pw'd t\i$ i-ifei 
,iberty and Fortune, to the Gcntlenefs qF the 
^dminiftration, ip dropping the Advapfagss 
it had againft him. 

The Wifdom of thofe now at the Helm caiu 
not. fail to taker the Precautions neceflary : An4 
then there will feem but one Thing more de- 
niable, to compleat both the Security and the 
Satisfaftipn of an Aft of Grace : and th»t is, 

.... •• \9 
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to- fkengthen the Hands and rejoice tbp J3&ms 
of Thou: who arc the fiire and tryUFri^nds of 
f he. Government, by rpjeafing them Xropi jtheir 
remaining Fetters ^nd.. Grievances,: Which, 
while it would enable f hem f o 1?ear a SKaqe in 
fh(p commoji Joy, wpuld provide a wpfidera- 
ble Balance on the Government's Side, -againft 
all future Attempts of the Difaflfe&ed/ *Tis un- 
accountable, that any who have declared Them- 
selves ip fH| Whiggifh Intereft, flipuld pretend 
to pake a M^ric of oppofing any Intentions tp 
remove the Incapacities of the Proteliant Dif- 
fenters, and yep declare at the fame Time their 
higheft Approbation of whaf has been delivered 
from the Throne, concerning an Aft of Grape 
to Rebels apd Traitors. 
. What §hadpw of Reafon can Wpprt their 
prefent Management ? Are th? Diflqiters more 
dangerous to the State, than thofe who are 
like to come within the prefent Indulgence i 
Can they be charged with any Principle* fub- 
ycrfiye of the Government, like the Rebels and 
High-flyers ? Or can it be pretended, that the 
Church it (elf, as Proteftant, is more in Danger 
from the Proteftant Diflenters, who own i ts 
Articles, Saprajnents and Minifters, than from 
3 Set of Men, who have now thrown the ut- 
iPQft Contempt upon them all? Or can thefe 
Men fay, thgt the Difaffe&ed are reduced to a 
fmall Number, and may eafily be kept under, 
therefore there is no Danger in Cetting rhem 
at Liberty ; but the Diffenters are ftrong and" 
numerous, and noc to be trufted with theij? 
Hands unty'd ? They themfelves have talk'd 
Co much a little while ago the contrary way, 
<jf , the. Fewnefs and Infignificancy of the Dif? 
' ' " ' ' (enters, 
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filters, and of the -Multitude of ttifaflfe&ed 
iPerf 6ns both to the Kmg and Eift op$>~ that 
their own frequent pedarition? will turn a- 
gainft them, Do they think to bring the Par- 
ty they now court, to* be Supporter^ Of the 
&nglijb Conftitution ? They know ttto *tf ell, 
that their leading Men are riveted in Notions 
Utterly deftmdire to it. ■ • # 

, Ay, hut they ate not for havirc thefc Men 
brought into Places of Truft any' more than 
die Dif&ntcr*. Agreed : But why then muft 
they be made capable' of them, when the Di£ 
fenters are not? Or why may not the Pif- 
fenters be deliver'd frori> Legal Incapacities 
too, and yet by the Wlfdom and Care of thefe 
Men be kept out of fitch Places, whereever i? 
k fit they Ihould be excluded ; as well as That 
pther Set of People, who are to be kept out it 
feems by meer Dint of Intereft, Principle and 
Management, white . J^t f they are allowed a 
Legal Capacity ? 

But the DifTenters are but of the Pale of the 
Church, and fo have caft themfelves out of thre 
Family $ therefore Ought not be treated as the 
genuine Sons of the Church and Children of 
the Family are, hdwever guilty of.fome re* 
bell 10 us and jdifobedient ' A&ions. Do they 
mean, that they are not Chriftians, or not Pro- 
teftants ? or only that they are not in the Na- 
tional Eftablifliment ? They inuft produce o- 
thcr Proofs for the former, than have yet been 
advane'd, before they make any Impreflion on 
thofe who judge of Chriftianity by the Rble 
<rf it, or of the Proteftant Religion by the 
known Principles of thofe who avow'd it from 
the Beginning. For the Nationat Eftablifli- 
ment, 
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menr, fit only fay this, That 'tis very hard 
firft to turn them out of the Family, then fay 
they don't belong to it, and therefore take 
their Portion from them to divide among tbem- 
felvesj and then, infiead of any thing like a 
Refii&iuaa, «u?hraifUE^e» .-with -th* ^-ofc of 

. But under the prefent happy Adrauiiftration, 
there can be no room to' entertain a Tfadught, 
that there is Grace for no body but Efiemies. 
On the contrary, if forfome unknown Rcafons 
of State, they are firft ihVcfted in the Privile^ 
g« , of Engiijhjmh, every one will conclude* 
that feiib jeets of trntainted Loyalty mail net 
long remain forgotten after them. 
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AN 

Answer to Objections 

AG AINS t 

Impartial Liberty. 

jHE Controverfy about Church. 
Power, and Cbrifiian Liberty, is 
of the greateft Confequerice 
to the Protectant Religion in 
the World. It muft ftand and 
fill with the Ifliie of this 
Debate. Popery has no other; 
Foundation than the Abfolute Power of the 
Church i nor has the Protefiant Religion any ci- 
ther, than Impartial Liberty, in featching the 
Scriptures. It's a good Omen however to the 
Caufe of Liberty, to fee what Defenders it' 
has on the One Side, ahd what fort of Oppo^ 
ftrs on the Other. May every Caufe I value, 
be ever fo defended, and fo oppofed ! One 
would thmk the famous Dilputi between Mi- 
chael and the Devil, were fought over again ift 
the Perfons of Men ; there is fo much of the 
railing Accufation on the One Side, and fo much 
of the Angel Temper oh the Other. Tannerus, 
ValeiBia, and Bcllarmine, and other Advocates 
for the Tyranny of Mother Church, wrote 
A a with 
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with fomc Confiftency t They understood their 
Caufc, and made the beft ont ; but the Pre* 
fent Patrons of Englijb Popery, are neither un- 
cterftodd by Themfelines nor jtny Body elfc : 
unlets a Man can underftand Abfolute Power of 
the Chunk, confident with the Liberty of Private 
Judgment ; and that the Church has a Right in it 
felf to be absolutely obeyed, upon Conditions and Li- 
7nitAUbAs : And that there h *n mdifpenfc&U Ob* 
ligation upon the SubjeEls of Chrifl, to an abfolute 
Obedience to the Wet: Authority ,. of [the Church, in 
fame Inflames ; which indifpenfable Obligation 
is difpenfed.vfcith, itfefems, in fome other In- 
fiances. How when I meet with the Conditions 
upon which the Abfolute is founded, and the 
Difpenfation-lnfiances of an Indifpenfable Autho- 
rity, 1 immediately fay with my felf, Lord 
grant that J may have to do with fqch as Bel- 
larmim, &c. or any that know w;hat they would 
be at! t defpair of coming at the State" of the 
Controverfy from fuch'V/riteiS! as thefe* who 
manage indeed as if they had an abfolute Au- 
thority to talk Honfence with due Limitations 
and Keftriftions. 

1 have a Correfpondent, that has dated his 
Pretenfions for the Abfolute Power of the 
Church, or his Obje&ions againft the Liberty 
of Private Judgment, in a Manner that (hews 
his Meaning ; wjthout fhuffling backward and 
forward, faying and unfaying ; . to whom I 
am to -return an Anfwer in the following 
Letter. *■ v 



SIR, 
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SIR, 

I Have always thought it an Eflenfial of the 
Proteftant Dodrine, that when a Chriftian 
has ufed the beft Means in his Power to exa- 
mine and find out the Truth, he has a Right 
to the Liberty of judging for himfelf, and that 
this belongs to every individual Chriftian j who 
for the certain Information of his own Judg- 
ment, and the full Satisfadion of his. Confer 
cnce, may* and ought to try by the Word of 
God, not only the Dodrines of Particular 
Paftors, but the Decrees of Councils ; and fo 
far as he finds them agreeable to the Word of 
God, to receive them ; and fo far as they arc 
otherwife, to rejed them. 

You have .-: many 'Objedions againft this 
Dodrine, and fo have a great many of the 
Clergy ; who having got up by this very Do- 
drine into the Benefices of the Popifh Clergy, 
are for pulling up the Ladder after them.* Youc 
firft Objedion is in thefe Terms. 

'This Private Judgment has been the Caufe of aU 
ErrotSy Hetefies and Schifms ; has led People into 
thofe Sells and Divifions which Men would not fa 
in Danger of, if obliged to adhere to the Publick 
and Eftablijhed Faith. 

Sir, Youfhould have taken your Rife a lit* 
tie higher, and have told us, that it is Thinking 
that is in the Fault. Thinking is the Caufe of 
Judging, Judging the Caufe of Error, and Herefy % 
and Schifm, Ergo, away with Thinking ; and 
the rather, becaufe where Men will but Im- 
plicitly adhere to the Publick and Eftablifhed 
Faith, there is no need for thinking at all ; for 
they who judge for me have thought for me 
already ; and what need I think for my.felf, 
when I mult not judge for my felf i You 
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You ftould have told me, what this fame 
Herefy and Schifm are ; or elfe, I fhaJl fall to 
thinking about them for my felf. I fliall think 
Schifm to be,, not the differing froM any other$ 
in Opinion; nor Separation from them, if it 
were only for my Convenience ,• but the un- 
charitable Qaarrelling with them upon that 
[Difference, and cenfuring them for it. In (hort; 
the Ravifhing away from a Chriftian his Li- 
berty of Private Judgment, hasi in my Mind, a 
great deal of Schifmatkal in it. Schifms and- 
Divifions do not arife ftoifi different Opinions, 
but from fuch clashing Tempers and Interefts 
in Men, as won't allow 6t fuch differences ; and 
befides, where there is a pretended Onenefs and 
Agreement in Opinions, yet we fee the molt 
fcandalous Quarrels, Schifms and Fa&ions. 

Herefy is a word of ambiguous Sence. Yoii 
know, how it changes with the Climate. In 
Italy it is to deny Tfanfubftantiatittn ; in Eng- 
land) it varies with the Company a Man goes 
into. With Doctor Hickes and his Churchy the 
Revolution Church is Heretical. You now fee 
the three great Impediments that hinder us (fays the 
Poftor) from joining with the Revolution-Church 
of England, Schifm, Herefy, and unrighteous 
Devotions. We charge that Communion with be- 
ing like the Church of Rome, corrupt in its Do- 
(Srfne, Worfhip, and Miniftry *. I am very 
much inclined to think, that to affert the abfo- 
lute Power of the Church is Herefy , not only 
becaufe it is contrary to the Articles of the 
Church of England, which difclaims fuch 
Power ; but becaufe it feems to me co come 



v * Dr. Hickcs'x C$l/e#. tf Paftrs, p. 313. 
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•vritinn the beft Account of Herefy I hire met 
with) viz,. That by Herefy we are to under* 
ifcand, fuch Error which is Defiruftive of true 
Religion, and of the. Souls if Men ; neither of 
which has been fo effe&ually done, as where 
this Power has moft prevailed ; where Religi- 
on is ddtroyed for the Good of the Church* 
and the People ferijh for lack of Knowledge, in 
a moft obedient manner. 

Thofe Errors, which you* Sir, would call 
Herefy, may be run into by a Bublick Judg- 
ment and Authority, as well as a Private. Whe- 
ther we look to Synods or National Councils, 
Conftftories, or Convocations; it is eafy to 
produce Inftances of the greateft apd worft Er- 
rors that have prevaifd in thefe. Tis plain to 
every ones Underftanding, that if every (ingle 
Perfon in thefe Colle&ive Bodies, be liable to 
Error, the. whole Body may be fo too ; for, 
die greateft Number of Fallibles can no more 
make one Infallibility, than the greateft Num- 
ber of Finites can make one Infinite. Religion 
it may be has been; and 'is corrupted by thofe 
in Authority, as well as by Private Perfons ; 
4y, and I won't fcruple to add, is as likely tp 
be fo. This Obje&ion then will bold againft 
publick as well as private Judgment. Take a- 
way the Liberty of Private, and the Danger is 
infinitely greater. A private Judgment can in- 
fed none that are not billing to take it, orfed 
into it by Convidion ,• but a Publick Impolitic 
on fpreads far and wide, carries along with it 
vaft Numbers ; nay, muft carry all along with 
it. Such Herefies by this Means will be much 
more tffeduaUy propagated to fucceeding Ge- 
nerations : For where will thefe Confcience~Dri- 
vers allow a Man to Hop and judge for him- 
'•.. * fclf? 
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felf? A private Perfon falling into this «r the 
other Error, can never ' be .of fuch dangerous 
Confcquence, as the Pnblick running into it. 
The One is only a Difeafe in a tingle Perfon, 
or Family, the Other fweeps away Thoufands ; 
while the /ingle Perfon mnft not recover alone 
neither, tho' they have hit upon the right 
Thing for their Cure. Nay, fuch is the Cafe 
here, that fuppofe the Pubiick Judgment He- 
retical, and the private Perfon's Opinion true, 
yet the private Opinion fliall be branded with 
the Name of Herefy, and tho Pubiick aflume 
to it felf the Character of Truth and Ortho- 
doxy. Now unlefs we could be fure of this, 
that whatsoever the Pubiick calls Truth or He- 
refy, was certainly fuch ; Private judgment dif- 
fering from the Pubiick, will no more indanger 
the promoting of Error, than it may occasion 
the finding out of Truth. The pubiick De- 
cree can neither make an Opinion true or falfc. 
The Opinion of Men cannot any' Way aflect 
the Narure of Things, to make them other- 
wife than what they* really are ; confequcntly, 
no Opinion can make Trnth, or neccflariiy de- 
termine what fliall be fo. Truth will be Truth, 
whatever the Opinions of Men concerning it 
may be. 

But, fay you, the PurUck Opinions are mre 
likely to be true y than thofe of any Private Man. 
I mufl declare, that I think orherwife ; per- 
haps what becomes the Pubiick Opinion, is 
often owing, Only to tfy—" *%wer, ambit 
and fubtle Management 4hb*< 
Or, what if it be two o. «| 
who knew how to get i 
ftamp'd with ckttPublick S. 
in Confukatif^^Sfthcm ab 
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tit more likely to be perverted by wrong Ends 
and Motives, than thofe -who are fcrioufly 
weighing 'and confidering Things in private. 
The uttooft Deference we owe to publick Opi- 
nions, I take co be this, to give them a due 
Consideration, with an humble and tfnpreju* 
diced Mind, to recOnfidcr this, and hearken 
to All that is to be faid foe the Support of thjs j 
and if after all, I ftould fee the Publick burn 
fuch a Man for his private Opinion, or do him 
any Harm needy on" that Account, I ihould 
botftick to call his Executioners Murderers, of 
Robbers, whatever Outcry they made againft 
his Hertfy, and'l had rather pc in the Place 
of the Heretick, fo call'd, than in that of his 
AbuCers. 

Bcfides, this Argument is calculated for all 
Meridians, arid 1 believe is ufed in all ; at Rome, 
at Ctnfiaxtintyte, Londtn, Geneva, Edinburgh! e- 
wry where doubtlefs it is urged, that the pub- 
lick Opinions arc moft likely to be true; and 
fo I nail&be ft P*f0 at' Rome, a Mahometan 
at Conflaiuinople, and fo rcTpe£rively a Prestytc* 
rian at Edinburgh^ and an Epifcopalian at Lett* 
fat, and every thing, every where; for tho* 
the Evidence for theie Publick Opinions to be 
fure is not equal, yet the Argument purely 
from its being the pfbliek, is equally ftrong. 
For when you comply upon Evidence, you 

?uit the Argument of its being the Publick 
)pinion, and go into the Merits of the Caufe, 
You are plealed to ask, How there can be any 
ftub thing as Error or Henfy at all, upon the 
*me of private "Judgment ; fince if that were 
wointed Rule, eve ry private Opinion -would bt 
right, lecOm^^aually agreeable to the ap- - 
An' . *^n you add, that Atheijm 
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it frlf has a good Plea upon the Claims tif a private 

.Judgment.. Sir, the Sophiftry of this hind of 

Arguing,, Ifesin confounding thefe two Words* 

sl Rule; znd a Guide. All Protefiants profefs to 

make the Bible the \on\y t Rule, in M|t{era of 

Religion ; and tto?ir private Judgment his the 

Place of & Guide only, in underftafldtog that 

Rule. And after you have bethought . yw 

Tc'tfof the Difference between j^Ruh appointed, 

prtiich we all agree to be the Word of God ; 

and a buttle in underftanding the .Mind of 

:God, in that Rule, which is the Underftanding 

and Judgment of a Man ; Til leave you ro judge, 

,'whatrle^ Atheifmcan have upon fuch a Schcjne, 

"as carries a Man, with his beft Jiidg&CQt and 

tfnderftanding about him, to find out the Mind 

of God ifc his Word, as the only- Rule. I 

perceive you would be very glad to fee able to 

take'off the Force of that Argument farfmpar- 

tial Liberty, that it is the fame t Thing tyithwar 

king a New. Bible for me, to impofe their Ssqfevf the 

Old, whether I can x difiern it or no ■: . And more 

(till, when I difcem the Coptrary to fee trus» 
as is not feldom the Cafe, between the Conor 
pellers and the Advocates of Lifeetfy. You 
fay, If the Interpretation of Scripture be left to pri- 
vate judgment, private judgment does #6 much make 
Scripture for itfelf,aa an Authoritative Interpreter does 
for the, Church : And the Meaning of the .Scripture 
will be thereby ultimately refolved into private pan* 
cy; and is it not more likely for Ignorance or Vrejtt- 
dice to liafs a Jingle Mind, and prevail in it, than 
with an Affembly of wife and good Men ? Is not 
this to make ones private Fancy the Rule f And we 
fee in the numerous SeEis and Party among Ckrifti- 
ans, that go off from the pub lick Faith, whither that 
Fancy will carry Men. Sir, if for fear of being 

im- 
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ipofedupon, contrary to my Reafon, Con* 
Science- and* Undertfanding, we renounce Au- 
thoritative Interpretations, does it follow, tha't- 
tfaerefore-for feat of being miftaken, I muft re-' 
nouncetny Reafon, Judgment and Underftand- 
" ing, arid give it up.to the T?ublick? I renounce 
Authoritative Judgment to avoid being impo-' 
fed upon r do. I therefore impofc upon my felf, 
whcnl fudge for my felf, and am at liberty to 
turn into the'right Way, whenever I perceive 
my felf in the wrong? In Judging for my felfr 
I may be n&iftaken, fo may your AJfembly of wife. 
and giod Mm, in judging for themfelves, and 
me too. In Judging Tor my felf, I may be itii- 
ftaken, but then I don't know it, and conse- 
quently, if I have ufed aH ilue Means, as jt is- 
every Ones Duty to do, I am innocent ; but 
m the Compelfer s Scheme, it's unavoidable,' 
but I muft fometimes know,orfully belicve,they 
are miftaken, and yet • muft Aflent to what I 
know, or beHevc to be Falfe ,• and confequenu. 
Iji am an Hypocrite, a Knave, to avoid being 
an Heretick : I muft proftitute my Coofcience 
and Judgment to the Reputation and Conve» 
nfericies of what the major Part every where 
<all Orthodoxy. He that judges for himfelf, inu 
pofes upon no Body, nor upon himfelf at all ; 
nor # p ays any difference to his own Judgment d^fZiitd 
at all in this Matter,T>ut to what he appre* 
hends to be the Mind of Chrift. And when ' 

this Senfe of the Text is apprehended to be the 
Mind of Chrift, call his Apprehenfion, Fancy, 
or what you will, it is fomething arifing out of 
Evidence, and bears Proportion to it, and 
therefore 'tis the Mind of Chrift here, to which 
the Homage is paid, and # the Submiffion made,- 
and not his own Judgment. Befides, God has 

8 a given 
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gijren me my own Reafon and Judgment to be 
my Guide* and not that of another's, any far* 
ther than as that others insinuates it felf into 
mine by Conviftion, and then it becomes my 
own- Men may as well repent, and go to 
Heaven by Proxy > is believe by Proxy \ or ta 
fpeak more properly, aflent to Things upon an- 
other's Reafon only, that never becomes my 
pwn, in th? Manner above-mentioned, 

Gpd has given a Revelation of fais Mind, and 
our Reafon and Judgment to underftapd it> and 
an Order of Meq on purpofe tq heljp and affift 
that Judgment in- underftanding it. Ypu fee, 
Sir, I am not for demolishing that Inftitution, 
under pretence of Judging for our {elves. Cep- 
tainly it is their Bufinefs to affift us in judging, 
for our felv?s, and not to pretend to judge f°F 
H$, and impofe upon us $ but where has. God 
appointed an authoritative Interpreter for thg 
Cburch* and for all private Ci^riftigns ? Th§ 
grand Comn^iffion we Ai$ ar {q often of, carries 
in it a Limitation that pught to run thfqugh $\\ 
Ages of the World, teaching them to ftfery? yabctf- 
fiwer J hc\ve commanded* Npw the Bufinefs of all 
Minifters, if (hey will a& according Jp thjs, is 
to (bow what is commanded ,* where it i^ fo ; 
and by wh*t Evidence if appears to be thrift $ 
Command ; And when they have laid together 
f 11 the ftrength of their Evidence, that this an4 
that is commanded by Chrift, then to fay with 
the Appftle, Iffeak as to w$ Men* judge ye what 
J fay i and to commend all, as the Appftle did 

$be fyrtansy who lilje them, jearch the Scripture* 
tq fee yvith their pwn Ey$s, by yheHflp rbe Mi- 
niftry has given them, whether thefe things fafi 
«r no ; *nd not presently upon Demur, or N«nt 
§{fept, te puR ?9 4M$>w t asj ^ Cepftires, an4 

ft 1 * 
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talk big of Authority of the Church, or calt upon 
the fecular Arm. Chrift has appointed no fuch 
Officer as an Authoritative Interpreter ; If he 
had, it were a ncedlefs labour to ftudy the Sen* 
ptures ; it were enough to believe as he belie* 
ved, as it is indeed enough to believe as the 
Clergy believe, if they were Authoritative In* 
terpreters of the Scripture; and fo we Are come 
dire&Iy round to that Implicit Faith, ex- 
ploded at the Reformation, to believe as the 
Church believes. 

But it flicks with you mightily, Ihftt an Af~ 
fmbly of wife and good Mm are more It kely to come at 
the true Senfe of Scripture than any jingle Man, ***& 
Ufs liable t9 Error and Mifiaht, to Prejudice and 
Partiality, And it flicks with me too, th$ Dif* 
faulty of getting fuch an Afferably, or if they 
icome together under that Chara&er, to conti- 
nue them fuch ; and as for Prejudice and Parr 
tiality, in Aflemblies of wife and good Men, 
we fee they are as liable as others. Moft of 
the Aflemblies of this Nature, that ever I heard 
of, came together, not fo much to form their 
own Notions from the Word of God, as to 
forge Creeds for other People, carry Points of 
Do&riac that might ferve the Vices and Pur^ 
poks of the prefetit Occafipn ; with their par-? 
titular Sentiments fixgd before-h^nd $ not fo 
piuch to enquiry what is Truth* as; to procure 
the Publick San&ipn to what they had before 
f bought or refplved tp be fo ; that is 9 in effed 
to bf able tp ijnppfe their pri^atp Sentiments 
ppon People, by 4 Pablick Vote pf the Majori* 
ty. A&d this it. may be by Intriegpipg, Cabal- 
ling, Proofing, Threading ; by Party Views 
$nd Emulations, and oblique Regards to the 
UW9$ SP4?3Y9W # ft? Q«ifc ^Influence * 

pf 



14 An Anfwer to Obje&ions 

of a Court, or an Emperor, who according zi 
He was Arian or Orthodox, knew very -well 
how to infpire the Oracle of a Publick Judg- 
ment, and to determine the Senfe of the Text* 
to which every Private Judgment muft Aflfent. 
And why may not anhoneft and diligeht 'En- 
quirer, with all the Helps God has afforded 
him, as certainly come at the true Senfe of 
Scripture, efpecially when this Aflembly have 
propofed their Senfe, and left it with him 
freely to judge of ; as well as by thus refign* 
ing his Judgment tothofc, who by fuch Arts 
as thefc, find Means to get their own Private 
Judgment become the Publick one ? 

Have not Affemblies their Prejudices, Par- 
tialities, and Interefts, and other common In- 
firmities of human Nature together, as' wel t as 
when feparate in their refpe&ive Clofets ? Have 
they no unrcafonable Fondnefs for their own 
particular Opinions ? No Temptations to ty- 
rannize over the Minds of Others, when in 
their own Conceit, they are met together to 
interpret Scripture for them ? Has it not plain- 
ly appeared in all the Cbnciliar Determinati- 
ons and Interpretations that have been made 
in the Chriftian Church, lince the Apoftolical 
Times, that the Spirit of Party has reigned ,• 
that Ihtereft, Intriegue, and Management, havd 
fettled the Senfe or Scripture, from the Council 
of Nice, down to the Conventicle at irent 1 
The Publick Faith has been coined and parted 
upon the World, as they could get a Majority 
in a Synod, or an Intercft at Court, or among 
the leading Prelates ; that is, by Convocation- 
Craft t Now is Truth and Error to be deter- 
mined by the Majority ? May not the Minor 
JPart be hi the right ? Does this Out-voting the 

Minop 
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Minor Parti ftrip them of the right of Judging 
for themfelves ? Is it fit that the Matters pf 
Confcience and Salvation, fhould be made to 
depend upon fuch Accidents as thefe ? Acci- 
dents purely external and foreign to the Nature 
of Things * Which is the fame ftill, on which 
Side foever the Majority falls. As Truth and 
Goodnefs will be for ever the fame, tho'. the 
Majority of the World be againft it : And cons- 
idering the Corruption of human Nature, and 
that the Major Part of the World are in Error 
and Wickedncfs, I fliould rather incline to fu- 
fpeft the Majority JSide, and cxpoft to find the 
Truth ordinarily, among the Few. 

When wife and good Men only fearch after 
Truth, for themfelves, if they fall into an Er- 
ror, they can correft it with eafe, when con- 
vinced of the Miftake ; . but how hard do we 
find it, to make an Aifembly of Men retraft an 
Erroo, when once it has been authoritatively 
defined ? No, they rauft (land by it whatever 
it coft, or weaken, if not renounce their Au- 
thority. Heaven and Earth are ranfacked for 
Arguments; the Secular Arm is called in to 
Support it; and all to avoid the Shame of a 
Retra&ation. And tho' there be never fo good 
Reafons for Retra&ing, or altering a Thing 
decreed, ftill this has been known to out weigh 
all, we muft not own our felves to have been 
in a Miftake : And is this the like] i eft way to 
find out Truth, or avoid Error ? When the 
£ride of not owning a Miftake, (hall be too 
hard for Demonftration ? 

Why muft an Aflembly of wife and good 
Men be more free from Prejudice, and the In- 
fluence of a* Private Judgment, when they are 
about to Interpret Scripture for others, than, 
. . Men 
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Men equally Good and Wife, whett endea- 
vouring to find out the Sen Ge of Scripture 
for themfeives ? How comes it chat an hundred 
Men, When ftndying in their Clofets, (tail not 
be allowed to interpret tfad Scripture for them- 
felvcs by their own Private Judgment; but 
when that hundred Men are met together, they 
Jhall do it both for themfeives and for others t 
If you tell me of (he Light (truck out by the 
Difcuffion and Debate of a Point ; I anfweft 
that then you place the Reafon of Aflent updo 
the right Foot, <w%. the Evidence of the 
Thing, and the Convi&ion of each Man's Pri*' 
vate Judgment, and not upon their Number at 
Authority ; and confequently* make the fame 
Evidence or Convi&ion the Rule and Meafure 
of other Peoples AfTenr, and fo we are ftiH 
where we were. Free Debate is a Means of 
fttiking out Light indeed, but there is fo lit* 
tie of that ufually in thofe Affemblies* where 
fome are timcrous and modeft, others over- 
bearing and infolent ; fome are under the Awe 
of the Profence of others ; fome have not the 
Courage to fpeak, others not the Ability ; fome 
are refolved to (hew their Learning and* Acute* 
nefs, in defending whatever they, have advan* 
ed; forac are intirely led, and refolved to 
give themfelves no trouble about the . Matter* 
but to follow the Major and the Ruling Party : 
TThefe are fuch as 'fhuanus obferves the Cardi- 
nal Lorrain was 5 who owned, that tho' hh*judg* 
1 ment vjms vuth the German Proteftams, his Pro* 
fejfion mufi be according to the Deerees of the Cou*» 
Hi of Trent* 

But fuppofing fuch Affemblies to be a more 
certain • way . of coming at the true Senfe of 
Scripture than by my (elf, will this constitute 

them 
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them Publick Interpreters by Divine Aulhpri* 
ty ? And if not, will their Interpretation fa* 
perfede my Inquiries f or efcculc me from 
fearching into the Mind and Will of God my 
felf? I may illow them all the Regard du* 
to a Body of wife and good Men ; I may fu- 
fped my own Sence, arid incline to theirs ; but 
mail I abide by a Sence of Scripture, that af- 
ter all, appears to me to be wrong ? Or fliall 
I acquit my felf to my own Confcience, or 
anfwer it to God, if I acquiefee in their Sence* 
whether it be true or falfe ? Is fuch a Resigna- 
tion the Way to Knowledge, of what is con- 
tained in Scripture? Is it of no Importance* 
whether I underftand Scripture or no ? Or whe • 
thcr by my own Underftanding, or that of ano- 
ther ? Or can I underftand it by another's Un- 
derftanding, and not my o\frn ? Am I no far- 
ther accountable to the great Lord of my Con- 
fcience and Underftanding, than barely to re- 
ceive the Interpretations of Men, pretending td 
this Authority ? Will they bear me out at the 
Day of Judgment, if I pay fuch Deference te 
them, as to err by their Authority ? Or if they 1 
undertake fo largely for me, will this Plea be 
allowed by our common Lord, and toy Error 
and all its Confequences, be charged upon 
them ? If I mutt ftand upon my dwn Bottom; 
and be dire&ly accountable to my own Ma* 
fter, the Plea of Deference to their Authority 
*ill ftand me In no ftead. What' would Men 
have then ? Who With ah Abfurdity and Cru* 
elty that Popery it felf knows nothing of* 
firft allow me a Bible for a colour, . and awk- 
wardly fay, I muft read and think ; and yet 
when I hare done that; I muft give up my 
Underftanding to Convocations, add Af&txi- 

G bi** 
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blies of wife and good MqV? (7. *.) Chat t 
mud believe in them, inftead of believing w 
Cod the- Father Almighty , Maker of Heaven and 
Earth) and in Jefus Qhrift his only ..Son our LcnL 
For let any Man, if he can, tell of a greater 
Aft of Faith or WorQnp* than, to acqiiiefce in, 
and refign to the Peci/ions of Men-, againft 
our own Confcience, Faith and Underftanding. 
This is to believe in Men, and not in Chrift. 
This is to call Men Mafter^ with aVengeance :, 
When I take ray Faith, or rather Profeflion of 
Faith from them, tho' at the fame Time I in- 
wardly apprehend it contrary to the Mfnd of 
him, whe* is my Mafter iadeedv W*re the- 
Church to underftand for me, I had.nothing to 
do but to Wink hard, and give her my Hand, 
to be led about as fhe pleafes : But can it ever 
enter into arty Matf*s Head, that this is ail the 
Ufe which God requires him td make of his 
Underftandiap ? Which is to put it out,, and 
not to ufe it all. Will the Enquiry at the Day 
of Judgment be, what the Church believes, or 
what 1 believe? If tbe Enquiry will be about 
my own Faith, I vmftvtfe my own Undtfrftand- 
ing, that I may have a Faith of my jown ; and 
tho' it is poffibk; in my beft Enquiries,. I nuy 
be miftaken, yet I am xtaing my Duty; I am- 
azing th^ Part of aJVfaa and a- Xhn'ftian. I- 
may be nyftaken, aod fo hare they been, and 
have interpreted Scripture againft <*ne' another.: 
There are Councils agaioft Councils,, and Fa-- 
thcrs. 4gainft Fathers. • , Nor can I be.fo.fure of. 
their Sincerity in -the Search after Truth, as of* 
my Q#n-; nar ca# I.belieye that God -has more, 
eeminty led thpfli mto tbt Sence of Scripture, 
win) fqr p.ughfc J kn$w$. never honeftly fought it, 
than he h.as ted, mc,\o£ whofkjnttgnty Lam as 
well, afllired as I can "be. " The 
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The Qbje&ors againft the Liberty of Pri- 
vate Judgment, prefs it as you imagine, with 
a farther Difficulty : For, fay they, upon fuppo* 
fal that Men have a Rig/A to their own Sentiment s % 
and that they ought not, it may be cannoty in tin 
Nature of the 'thing, fuimit to a Publick Decifion ; 
yet 3 what. Right have tbey to Publijh and Propagate 
tbefe Private Sentiments ? This, you are apt to 
think, is a Right very different from the for- 
mer, and no ways included in it. But fure 
they that asrgue at this rate, do not consider, 
that if Men have a Right to their own Private 
Sfentimects, they are under an Obligation to 
aft according to them ; for nothing can be 
pore inconfiftent and ridiculous, than to fup* 
r pofe a Man free in examining, and receiving 
the Rule of his Confcience, and yet bound af- 
terwards not to ufe his Confcience in the Con- 
dud and Adions of his Life. This would be 
a more intolerable Tyranny than the taking a* 
way the Rule of Confcience. For how hard 
foe ver it be to deprive Men of their Knowledge 
and Understanding, yet it is harder to force 
from them their Hon eft y and Sincerity. The 
Obje&ors themfelresareobliged t<?> give up this 
Argument in many Cafes. They allow the A- 
pottles did well in rejefting: this Advice, when. 
the High-Pricft commanded them.not;0/?ri<ic/.> 
at all, nor tn "teach in the Name cf Jefm * ; and 
for rhis Rcafon, that it fpread no farther among the 
People You cannot in Decency to the Prore-* 
ftant Reformation you profefs, but own, that, 
our firft Reformers did well to difcover/Them-- 
felves, the Rionftrous Errors and Corruptions of 
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the Romijh SuperlHtion ; and when they had 
difcovered them, to endeavour that others 
might fee them too, in, order to have them re- 
formed and amended. In fliQrt, this Teems a 
plain. Cafe, that when a Man is well perfwaded 
of a Truth, and at the faine time believes it of 
jfuch Importance, that it highly concerns the 
Happinefs and Good of others to know ir, he 
is then engaged by .all the Ties of Juftice and 
Charity to his Neighbour, to promote the 
Knowledge of it ; and make it as generally 
beneficial to Mankind as he can. There ard 
few baye the Face to deny this in a plain Cafe, 
and where a Truth is confeffedly trf great Im^ 
portance : as the Doctrines of Cbriflianitj were ^ 
agaihft Idolatry, and of the Reformation againfb * 
Popery. And it is to be tfbferved, that by 
* the allowed fuppqfai of this Obje&ipn, every 
Man is to determine for himfelf,* what Truths 
are of fuch Importance. For a Queftion concern* 
ing the Importance of Truth, is as mucli a 
Matter of Private Judgment, as a Queftion con- 
cerning Truth it felf. And the Right of Pri- 
vate Judgment is the fame to judge of both. 
So that to allow a Man a Right to his own 
Private Sentiment, which is, upon Occafion, to 
judge himfelf obliged;, from the Importance of 
a Truth, tp promote ir in the belt manner he 
can ; arid Afterward to fay, he has no Right td 
propagate his Sentiment, is to fay, he has no 
Right to a Right already granted, orlqppofed; 
which is a ridiculous Inconfiitency, as well as 
intolerable Tyranny. ' 

. Nor need wc % ffright our felves with the fup- • 
pofed fad Confequences of fuch a Right ; as 
if immediatery hereupon Peoples Minds muft 
be diftrafted, the Unity of the Church -difturb- 
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ed, the State embroiled ; and that Incendiaries, 
under Pretence of ufing fucb Liberty, will take 
the Opportunity of flirting irew and dividing 
Se&s and Opinions, and fo the Emiflaries ot 
Rome be encouraged to make Advantage of our 
Divifions. It inuft be owned this is a good 
popular Declamations and may do to keep up 
a Pannick apioftg the common People ; which 
fcrvc fomaMen* Ends; as well as a real Danger 
of Ctpjrch or State. But it is to be obferved, 1 
that it is an high Reflection on the Wifdom , 
and Goodntfs of God to fuppofe, that he has 
fo ill provided for the Unity of the Church, 
$nd the Peace of Stares, as to make them de- 
pend on fuch bad Foundations, as an unjuft 
Claim of Pa wet by one Part, and tfn unreason- 
able Submiffion to that Claim oh the other 
Part of Mankind : That the Unity of the 
Church, or Peace of State, is only to Be fe- 
cured by blind Submiffion, witholir Examina- 
tion, or Reafon, to what tht *Fdbcy And Am- 
bition of a- few (ball think fit to hnpofe on the* 
reft. And in good Truth, whoever ftall im- 
partially examine, what it is' that breaks the 
Unity of the Church, and Peace of the State" 
ia our Di&nences* will find) it k not a calm j 
and* fair Enquiry after ^fVatfb, "but from the- \ 
Paffions of M^n, and the Impatience of Op- 1 
pofition. Some are jmperfoafly paffionate for 
a Dominion over Mens Faith and Confcience f 
others are waffled in the juft Defence of them- 
feives, againft ebreaffdnable Attempts upon their 
Liberty ; others hate Views of Intertft, which 
are only to be attained by perfecu ting Schemes, 
which is generally anions tbofeTwho muft Alp- 
ply the want of Merit, by Party- Recommen- 
dations. But hpw the Emiflaries of Jlonie 
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ftould make any Advantage of impartial Li* 
berty, but what the Government could cafily 
prevent, is a Myftery to me ; they may indeed 
hope to gain from our*Divifions, occafion'd 
by making Parties for unlimited Church^Pow- 
er : This is their Darling* and fo much the 
fame with them, and the Transition fo eafy* 
that in Fa& they find it the beft Topic they 
have, whereby to carry on their .pretended 
Converfions among us.; but it pafles Under-* 
ft an ding to conceive what they could gain by 
an avowed Liberty of private Judgment if this 
did obtain impartially in all Proteftant Church* 
es, as it is the Foundation of . thjp Reformati- 
on. It muft be as a Millftoue about the Neck 
of Popery, that muft fink it to the bottom, and 
sever permit it to rife again. 

But fay you, againft this Liberty of propa- 
gating of Sentiments, did not St. Paul dircft, 
Hafi thou Faith, have it to thyjelf before Cod * 
The ApQftle's Meaning appears plainly to be 
tjiis ; you know there is nothing in* the Jruiijh 
diftinftion of Meats, &c. and that jtbey are of 
no longer Obligation under the Gofpd. How- 
ever, feeing there arc many not fully fatisfied 
of it, jie fliould not draw it) fuch Perfons by 
his Example into an A&io»> that would be Sin 
in them, becaufe of their Doubt in the Cafe $. 
but avoid laying any Temptation in their Way* 
to eat Things accounted impure, till the/ 
ftould be fully perfwaded in themfelves. But 
he never gave Direftion, that they who had 
Faith, fhould not endeavour to inftruft fuch as . 
had not ; and let them fee the Truth, that the , 
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Gafpel bad taken away all fuch Diftin&ions* 
To produce this Text to this Purpofe, is a* 
Artifice to make Men lefs mindful of the true 
Meaning of it, viz,. That however iny Perfons 
are perfwaded of the Lawfulnefs of an Aftion, 
they ought not to prefs others, who fcruple it, 
to the Ufe of it, by their Example or Autho« 
rity, until they can convince their Judgment, 
and perfwade them of the Lawfulnefs of it. 

But is it not contrary, fay you, to the Apo- 
file's Order, againft unruly and vain *falkers 9 
whofe Mouths mutt be flopped* ; and in Gods 
Name, let all unruly and vain Talkers, howe- 
ver diftinguiCh'd, have their Mouths flopped, 
as the Apoftle direds ; Which is the only thing 
we are pleading for, viz,. That they who are 
able by found Doflrine, both to exhort and convince 
the Gainfayers* may have- Liberty fo to do. It 
may fhame Protefiants, who have endeavoured 
to pervert this Text, to confider the Senfe * 
'Papiff has given of it ; that it is one Thing to 
command Silence by force of Authority y another Tlhing, 
by dint of Argument to flop a Mans Mouth, which 
is the Duty here required from the Bijbop f. What's 
this to the making Men conceal their Judg- 
ments, by fear of Fines and Imprifonments, or 
flopping Mens Mouths by choaking them with 
a Halter? 

You tell me at Iaft, that the Rcafotnngs of 
Men, however plaufible, proceed often from 
Loofenefs and Corruption ; but vtfateber the Scri- 
pture? have bound down upon w muff fa fubmittei 
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t Eftius in loc. AViud efl /Hcptit* indiccre, quod 
ejl Jjuperantis, aliud redarguenjp ewfiam os ybfirunt^ 

fnod Ojprfum klc *b tptfeope exfgttur. 
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to. Sir, I own what the Scripture hath bound 
down upon us rauft uibmitted to; but I ftiall 
Dot eafily own that to be the Scripture which 
is contrary to true and folid Reafon, and fuch as 
does not proceed from Loofertefs and Corrupti- 
on of Mind ; and I could tell you where this 
very Form of Words has been ufed to recom- 
mend Tranfnbftantiation. You proceed to quote 
the Parages which you think fupport this Pow- 
er in the Church ; Paflages that have been quo- 
ted by every Pamphleteer, that has medled in 
this Cbntroverfy, without the leaft Regard to 
what has been faid to them in Reply ; as if 
(heir Bufinsft W£re to repeat the fame Thing cm 
ver and SBSSh knowing that there are fome in 
the World that may be deceived, and others 
that may be frighted : Paflages that the Rom/Jh 
Church have laid claim to, and made mifera- 
ble Work with; and indeed every Church will 
claim as well as you; and then the Confequence 
is, that the Scripture furnifhes oppofitc Churchy 
es with Power to enjoin contradictory Senti- 
ments, or- you muft make out your peculiar 
Right in exclusion of all other Churches upon 
Earth. ... 

i There is one Text in the Old Teftamenr, 
from whence you would conclude, that the 
Magiftrate is to aflift the Church in the execu- 
tion of this Power it claims over the Confcien- 
ces of Mat. -The Text is Job xxxi. 28. where 
fpeaktng of Idolatry, or.-the Worshipping the 
Sun and Mdoa, he adejs, "this aljb were an /«/- 
gutty to be pumfljed by the c Jud£es J for IJhould have 
deny d Goa> who is above ; (/. e,) Virtually, and by 
Confequence, becaufe it would rob- God of the 
Worftnp whicfifis proper to fiitn: This is tec- 
koned^heixlbreConfiderable^bfcaufe it is, ran- 
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♦gcd wick Adirirery, in */. n. which is allowed 
to fce a Scate-Crime, add to be punifbcd with 
Civil Penalties -l aft fwer, th* Cafe of AduU 
my is timqueftionably of a C&il Nkure $ 'tis 
IftjBiy arid Wrong to another's Property, and 
tads to^aWfckConfiiikm and Diforder ; andfo 
k worthy of a Civil Putoiftment, for rhe Peace 
and WeJ&re of the State ft preibat, befide* the 
Threading* of God againft it) which regard 
tile Individual hfaifelf. Judith would have had 
TtanMr broegtot forth and burnt. The Cafe of 
tfMJwy ts^awfcher kind, becauffi it only affefts 
the Perfow gtrilty of ir^ and not another ; and 
renders him-jgiriity. before- Cod, not before the 
Civil Judge* wflefs the Idolatry here mention U> 
which infers ike Denial of God above, fhotrid < 
be toppofed t£ aflfed the Safety and Security of 
the State;: .antai ithen no doubt ifc as proper to 
be punifh<ii as Athetfm atodfilafphemy, and for 
the&nre Reifcm. ^ut farther, the Word Pu» 
atjfj <te toovhxjtht Hebrew Text, and is rendrtfd 
in the valgar Jliz//» by IniqUitus Maxima ; and 
<by tthe -Seventy thus, *$• ?**»* f*«j «^ «»•**'• * t*t- 
tf&ix*b&*n,'ir'Jbt>U be ace counted tk* great eft Ini- 
quit j , as 'it tauft-needs be a great Impiety to 
•woHfaip anything but. the true God, being 
contrary to Reafon and the Light of Nature, 
as wcHas Scripture^evelation ; and would be 
fo accounted by every one, and efpecially in 
foch an one ai Job-, for he teems to (peak in 
-his own Cafe, and What it would be in fuch a 
,£ircumftance as his. 

« Bat what is all this to Speculative Opinions, or v 
-ModetoftVorjIrifiov even to a Man confcienti- 
ious, and really perfwaded in his own Mind, 
*tho' miftaken* It is not conceivable that Civil 
Punifhment is fuitable to fuch a Cafe, or like 
to prove eifc^iul ; nor is it, I believe, lefs pro- 

D voking 
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fpels that you think to your Purpofe, and I 
commend your. Prudence for not mentioning 
that of the Parable, Compel therk to come in * / 
Which has been fufficiehtly turned to the Shamfc 
and Confufion of the Compilers ; and demon- 
strated, not to fignify external Force, but Rca- 
fon and Argument, and Pcrfwafion? For the 
Servants f were fent out to bid the Guefts, and 
invite them to the Feaft. So in Mat. xxiu 3. 
And fent forth his Servants to caU them who weft 
bidden to the Wedding, — as many as je Jba/l find* 
bid to the Marriage, (i. e.) overcome their Preju- 
dice ; Backwardnefs, by powerful Reafon* 
atid Importunities-, the moil oppdfite to Seve- 
rity arid Violence of any thing in the World. 

To follow you from the Gofpels to the Epi- 
ftles ; there you find that Minifters are re* 
quired to rebuke v with all Authority, and that 
People are tp obey them that have Rule over them., 
What Absolutely ? and in every thing that theit 
Conceit or Paffion (hall fuggeft ? or fo far forth 
as what they fay is difcerned to be the Mind' of 
Chrift ? There is a Text delivered in a more 
abfolute Form, which yet I believe you will not 
allow to have fuch an abfolute meaning ; and 
that is, Children obey your Parents in all *fhing*. 
Had it been faid, People obey your Minifiers in 
aS "Things, .we fliould have heard of it round 
the Year, as we do now of thefe fort of Texts, 
whofe Sounds are made ufe of to deceive and 
enflave the People a Thouf^nd Times, for once 
<ftat ever we hear of the Duty and Privilege of 
judging for our Selves ; and of the Iniquity of 
calling any Man Mafler but Chrifi Jefus. It*s 
certain! that Minifters are to ad as thofe who 

are commiflioned to Reprove and Rebuke, to 
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tffiOm it belongs as an Office ; and People are 
to fubmit to their juft Reproofs, and obey them 
in doing, what they make out to be the Peoples Duty. 
And I wifh we <ould fee them oftner at this 
Work, of Reprwing and Rebuking with all Au- 
thority | and then We (hould ofttier hear (be 
Swearer and the obfeene Talker rebuked. But 
I have taken notice, that if a Ceremony be to 
be recommended* 'then, the Dignity and Aft? 
thority of the Midiftry ; bat when the Swear- 
er, the Profane Talker, the Sabbath-breaker, 
the Sons of Violence, that are for dpnolijbiug cr 
very Body that differs from them ; when thefii 
come in theinway* as thejooften do, thefe Mi- 
nifters.feem not ocr have their Authority about 

The ApolUe -does indeed fpeak of coming tf 
0hem with a ^Jfyd *- ; but di4t is' oppofed to his 
com tag, to them in Love ^ and in it be Spirit of Meek- 
.nefs : And>mayfitty fignify, either fevere Re- 
proof for t^eirFiults, (which by the way, he 
was able hb Aow were Faults ;) the Proof of 
which is a neccfiary Antecedent to rebuking with 
Wtthortty ; or a cafting notorious and obftinate 
Offenders oat of the Church : Which he calls 
t purging out the Old Leaven. ^ And. the Punijbment 
that was inflifted of many **;" ('• ft) by the Suf- 
frage of the whole Congregation. And this he 
calls a Man's bearing his Judgment ff, or his 
Cenfufc pais'd upon him, (/. e.) of Expulfion. 
The Apoftle fpeaks of' Delivering to Satan for 
the Deftruftifn of the Fle/b, that the Spirit may be 
faved in the Day iff the Lord 44, ttnd that they may 
learn not to blafpheme * It is reasonable to fup- 
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pofe from thcfe Exprcflkww, that ofate Dtvtl a*»* 
foflfcrcd ca inftid^umc Puntfhmefct upon fucJt 
Signers, (as he btought b&dtiy Biftetapecs upon 
5^J) when they were caft out of the Church 
Btrt then* eithqfthis wak an vvtomdintiy P<H*«C 
peculiar tto the Apoftles* and to Ulofe Ti jne$ v A$ 
fhCMld feem, by its requiring hisPttfemc *m*nt 
tfkm in order to it; or thje Crimes /or whjcfc 
they were expelfd, had, alrtady given Satan -fa 
|peat a Power over them, that the Expulfi0i| 
«tes only declaring to wham it appear* *frey 
did belong* . As to the Death ct Ananias, $h? 
Blindnefs of Etjinaa, the Skknefs-tad Death of 
the Corj«rWtf*j± and other Temporal Piiniftmem;? 
inflided by rbe Apoftlcs upon remarkable Opr 
pofers and Blafphemers of the Gofpel ; 1 afo 
. fWer, That the Ocufions wcte ihfmitely diffe- 
rent from Scruples atiout Modes. of JVorJhrp, at*4 
-fooneft Miftakes in fome Speculative Poinu of Do- 
Brim. And again, it was a ifcrracalous and e*r # 
traordinary Power, for fpecial and peculiar Pur- # 
pofes ; for the Confirmation of the Gofpel, a*4 
ConviSion of Unbelievers. God owned $fck 
Miffion and Do&rinfe by fome fevere Infli&ion; 
on wicked Men ; and, as it is not unufual, ifc 
the firft great Inftances of Tranfgreffion, re 
make Examples of fuch, in Ttrrorem ; but theife 
as the Power of Miracles is ceafed, with the 
Reafon of it, it can be no Rule nor Warrant in 
ordinary Cafes. Extraordinary Infli&ions were 
then more proper to convince the Mind, that 
a Do&rine is from God, than Temporal Pe- 
nalties, in ordinary Cafes, can be to difpofe 
-Men to receive particular Opinions in doubt* 
ful Matters. This is all I have now to fay to 
your Obje&ions* I am, SIR, 

Tours, &c. 
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REPUTATION, 




[ S one Inftance of great 
Degeneracy in the prefent 
Age, that fo little regard 
is had to the Reputation of 
Men ; or to thofe T'hingt by 
which a Reputation ought 
to be eftablifli'd. That 
which Some have been more concern *d about 
than their very Lives, Others make the Mat- 
ter of their Sport : Whilft the more gravely 
difpos'd ate fetting themfelves with Solemni- 
ty to wound and deftroy the Good Fame of 
All, who happen to be of a different Party, 
let their Characters be never fo good or fa- 
cred ; and yet thro' Fancy or Intereft, they 
cry up Thole in their ftead, that are far from 
deferring to be fo much as named with them. 
I mould be glad to contribute any thing 
toward rectifying this Diforderof the Times: 
To help Men to fee a juft Value upon their 
A a Own 
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Own and Others Reputation ; gGtrerning 
their Thoughts in this Matter by a more ge- 
nerous regard to Real Worth and Merit. 
The Controverfy between the Lord Bilhop of 
Bangor, and his Oppofers, will afford fo many 
important and ufeful Things on this Sub/eft, 
that I hope my Reader will not be difpleas'd 
to find moft of the following Pages fill'd up 
with Remarks upon it. 

Reputation mud be founded upon Merit 
or Excellence; but really confifts in the Opi- 
nion which Others hare of that Merit, and 
the Reprefsntations generally given. The 
firift Notion of Refutation may lye in the 
good Thoughts that Men have of us j but 
in common Acceptation it often fignifies, the 
piblijbtng of fuch Thoughts, and communi- 
cating them from one to another : It includes 
both Efteem and Praife. The Fund of Re- 
putation is as large as the whole Sphere of 
Excellence, natural and moral: It takes in 
all confiderable Endowments of Nature, all 
the ufeful Acquirements of Art, and the 
whole Compafs of Real Virtue. But the 
Thing it filf lie*> wholly in the Breads or 
Mouths of Others ; in their good Opinion, 
or good Account of us; when we are ho- 
nonourably thought of, and commended for 
fome distinguishing Capacity, extraordinary 
Acquirements, ufeful Performance, or fliining 
Virtue- If a Man was Solitary and Un- 
known, how excellent or virtuous foever he 
might be, He could not be faid to have a 
Reputation. Nor, where Men are known to 
deferve it, is the World fo juft as always to 
give it. 

How- 
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However, where there is real Worth and 
Defert, Reputation is a Piece of natural Ju- 
ftice : For 'tis only thinking equally of Things, 
and having a due Efteera of Another's Excel* 
knee: 'Tis a Copying Nature, and a Juft- 
nefs of Sentiment. And 'tis certainly a crof- 
ting upon Nature, and a piece of natural In- 
juftice, to think meanly and difparagingly 
of confpicuous Merit, exemplary Goodnefs, 
and great Achievements. The good Opi- 
nion of Others, founded upon real Merit, 
is one of the nobleft and moft reafonable Sa- 
tisfactions of Life. The wifer Heathens va- 
lued their Reputation more than any out- 
ward Pofleffions, and above their Lives. 
They had rather fpill their Blood than fuffer 
a Spot upon their Fame ; efpecially upon the 
brighter Parts of their Character, or their 
more peculiar Excellencies and Exploits : 
They have often fbew'd a mighty Ambition 
to furvive in Fame, and to have an honour- 
able Efteem handed down to Posterity. The 
wife King feems to have the fame Opinion 
of it, in thofe Aphorifms, A Good Name is 
like a precicm Ointment; and is rather to be 
chofen than great Riches. They who make 
lighted of Others Reputation, and treat it 
with Coldnefs or Injuftice ; yet never fail to 
fliew uneafy Refentments when they meet 
with any thing that touches their Own. 

Reputation therefore is worth a Man's 
ftanding up for. Befides what I have men- 
tion 'd already, 'tis alfo farther to be confi- 
der'd, that it gives a Man Singular Advan- 
tages for more Confiderable and Extenfive 
Ufefulnefs. The Weight of Affairs in the 

feveral 
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fcveral Employments of Life, depends upctt 
the Credit we hare with Others, and the O- 
pinion that is entertain'd of our Integrity and 
Capacity. Men of Reputation will be more 
employ 'd and more regarded than Others, 
in the different Sorts of Bufinefs which the/ 
profefs. 'Tis a being Reputed for fome par- 
ticular Excellence, or great Defert, that ha* 
commonly given Rife to thofe Dignities, Ho- 
nours and Advancements, by which Perfons 
or Families are diftinguifh'd in the World* 
By this a Man is render'd capable of greater 
Good to Others, as well as to himfelf: Re* 
putation gives him 'a favourable Hearing in 
what he has to offer ; difpofirig the World to 
cloftr Attention, and a more unprejudicVi 
Regard. /-Tis a Spur to Diligence and Emu- 
lation, and the moft kindly Motive that \ 
generous Mind can have, to bold Underta- 
kings and brave Defigns : So that to injure a 
Man's Reputation, is, at once, to narrow his 
Sphere of A&irity, and difpirit his Mind. 

Yet neither the real Value of the Thing it 
(elf, nor the many important Confequenccs 
of its being prefer \nd or loft, can fecure it 
agaiftft the Attacks of Designing and 111 Men. 
How many are the Ways by which a Repu- 
tation may beinjur'd? So many, that bad it 
not been for the various Aflaults lately, made 
upon the Lord Bifliop of Bangor, it would be 
hard to lay them together. But I think, who- 
ever obferves the Methods taken by his Lord* 
ihip's Oppofers, in their ftriking at one of 
the cleared Chara&ers in the World, will 
hardly be .able to mention any way of inju- 
ring a Refutation which They have omitted ; 

or 
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or which is farther needful to be apprfz'd of. 

The faireft way of Aflault, is by open and 
downright Charges drawn up againft a Man, 
whereby he is imptach'd of Something {can* 
dalous, and generally reproachful in the Eyes 
of the World. Thus the Bijhop of Bangor 
was charg'd with deliberate Lying, nay, with 
little lefs than deliberate Perjury: A Story 
being forg'd to contradid him in his raoft 
Solemn Appeal to G o d for the Truth of what 
he aflerted. In this Cafe, the Enemy ap- 
pearing without Difguife, gives a Man fair 
Warning, and Opportunity for his own De- 
fence. This, like open War, puts the Matter 
into a Way of being foon determin'd ,• leaving 
Succcfs to the jufter and ftronger &de. The 
BHhop's Succefs, upon this Way. of Attacks 
is very remarkable ; and fuch as will leave a 
lafting Difgrace upon his Adverfaries. 

But there are feveral Ways more coiert 
and concealed, by which a Man's Reputati- 
on is very dangeroufly (truck at. Thus alfo , 
has the Biftop been attack'd by Innuendo's 
and Infinuations ; dropping fpiteful Suggefti- 
ons by the Bye ; raifing a fecret Jealoufy and , 
Diftruft, without any certain and apparent 
Caufe; affirming Things in fuch a Way as 
may leave room for a fafe Retreat upon occa- 
fion, but hardly a poffibility of Difproof, 
One prints a Pamphlet againft the Bijbop, and 
fets in the very Title of his Paper, Jby an 
Englifhman that never was a Jefuit. Dcfigrw 
ing to infinuate into Thofe who go no far- 
ther than Hearfays, Advertifements, or Title- 
Pages, what he thinks may caft an Odium 
uppn the Bifhop. Another, a flourifliing Dean { 

an4 
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and Do&vr very elegantly puts a Cafe* Had X 
ever encouraged any Body to abufe the whole Clergy 
of the Nation, &c. which leaft any one fhould 
be (o dull as not to apply to the Bifbop, after 
a Significant Dafh of his Pen he adds, * But 
I believe your Lordjbip is not unwilling that IJboul$ 
fay no more on this Subjeft. 

Sometimes a Reputation is blemiftfd by 
charging Men with faying Things that never 
came into their Heads ; or faftning fuch Con* 
fequences upon their Speeches or Writings, 
as they utterly difown. This is done in fo 
notorious a Manner by Dr. Snape, and his 
Seconds, in what they impute to the Bijhop ; 
that I could not forbear applying that of 
Jerome to J/igilantim, Etff non dixeiis, ita ha- 
beberis qiiafi dixeris. Say it, or not fay it, you 
ft all be charged with it. The Bijhop is char- 
ged with being againft Miniftenal Interpret 
rations of Scripture, becaufe he declares a- 
gainft fuch as pretend to be Authoritative and 
Abfolute. The Tendency of the Bijhofs Do- 
ftnne is to fubvert all Government and D if cip line 
in the Church of Cbrif}, becaufe heaflerts Chrift 
only to be King and Governour in his own 
Church. This alfo they fay, tends to reduce 
Chrift 's Kingdom to a State of Anarchy and 
Confufion, by referring all to Chrift himfelfc 
So that however faithful Chrift was, and is* 
in all his Houfe ; and however by his Spirit he 
kd the Apoflles into all Truth, and enabled 
(hem to teach whatfocver he commanded ; 
yet after all, Chrlft's Government and Laws 



• f Dean Sherlock'* Confederations) p. ^o,# 

would 
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tvcHtJd leave the Church in a State of Anarch/ 
aqd Confufion, were nor a Set of Clergymen 
raided up to make Supplements, to the Laws 
of oor Saviour. So Chriflf was represented 
by the Pbarifterj jn hfe own Day, .as? an En§+ 
nry to that very Law he came* to-fiiifil. 

There is another Method yevy comroort 
among the Artificers of Scandal ; and that is& 
giving infamous malignant Turns to Things 
harmlefs and indifferent ; mifreprefenting 
Mens Adions and Cdnduft ; nay, fometimes 
drcfling up That as Scandalous, which is fa 
far from being 111, as to appear upon diligent 
Search Praife-worthy. What wretched Work 
has been made abdut the Bijhop of Bangor $ 
takittg ofife into his Houfe to inftruft his 
Children ; concerning whom Dr. Snafe, and 
bis Seconds, had not known fo much, nor in* 
deed were concerned to make fuch Enquiries 
as the Biihop had done. This, a purely do* 
teeftic Affair, They have thruft their Nofes 
into, only that They might mifreprefent it tp 
the World. The Entertaining a Profelite from 
the Jtfaits, and that upon fuch Amtrance as . 
is hardly in any 6ther Cafe to be met with* 
Hull be ftill call'd entertaining a Jefuit. Thiefc 
Men provoke one to fay, that When the 
Church has been govern'd by fuch as They 
are, too many Rtmijb Priefii were received 
without half the Satisfa&ion. In the Bijbof 
of Bangor 'tis a worfe Thing to forfter onei 
who from a Papift hi Spon the beft Evidence* 
become a Protectant; than it is in Others to 
breed up Jefuits, by inftilling thofe very Prin- 
ciples which Mr. PiSoHniere has renounced. 

B 
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A farther Way * of making Wtf updrf I 
Man's Reputation, is to make dreadful Out- 
cries againft • him among the Common Peo- 
ple, and to fatten fome opprobious Name 
upon him. Thus my Lord of Bangor is 
one white reprefented as well aflfeded to 
the Jefuits, another while as a Presbyterian. 
No matter how contradi&ory thefe are in 
themfelves, if they do but ferve, among dif- 
ferent fort of People, to blacken the Bijhop. 
The Generality are led by Names in a much 
eafier, becaufe fborter Way, than by Reasoning 
iand Arguments* The Pbarifees, who kh*w 
how far ill Names went among the Populace, 
branded Ghrift with the Name of a Samari- 
tan. The Samaritans being abhor'd by the 
' Jews, much as the Presbyterians are by Sache- 
wrelfs Mob. Let one that is become a Prote* 
pant, declare, that he looks upon the Bible 
only as the Religion of fuch ; (landing up for 
a Liberty of every One s judging for him: 
felf; making Charity and mutual Forbearince 
the Centre of Unity ; and yet, tho' the whole 
Reformation depends upon thefe Principles, 
the Luft of Power will mike Men call the 
Defenders of them, Free-thinkers in the loofe 
Senfe, Socinians, Deifts, and what not ? 

Some there arc that aim at the higheft an3 
moft weighty Scandal ,• endeavouring to ruin 
a Reputation more effe&ually, by bringing 
upon a Man fome public Cenfure ; and by 
doing all They can tff rciider him fufpefted 
to the Governing Powers. Thus a Commit- 
tee in the late Convocation are employ 'd to 
draw up Accufations againft the Bijhop ; .and 
fo far as the Governing Powers are to be in- 
fluence 
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flaencM by what They fay* his Lordfiif muft 
be look'd upon, and treated as an Enemy ta 
the Confiitution. So Dr. Snape makes the. Bi~ 
fiof an Advancer of Do&rines, whofe Ten- 
dency is to Subvert the prefent Eftablijhment. 
'Tis well we have not fuch a Prince upon the 
Throne, as the late French King was in his 
regard to fuch kind of Accufations. How 
many poor Creatures were accps'd of Treafon % 
only for believing thofe Things which the 
King did not believe, or which he declar'd 
himfelf againft ? And how many have fallen 
under the Weight of a Majority of Votes in 
Councils, or Convocations / But tho' a Ma- 
jority may call themfplves the Confiitution, yet 
They cannot make "truth : And if it fo hap- 
pens, that fuch as they oppofe, have Truth 
on their Side, They will but expofe Them- 
felves, and Their boafted Confiitution, by 
running it down. For u Truth will expoie- 
" a Confiitution, rather than a Conftitution 
" be too hard for Truth." Atjianafius has 
written a Diflertation againft Thofe who judge 
of Truth only by a Majority f. Which it i$ pro- 
bably conjeftur'd was writ aboqt that Tii^e* 
when the Arians were Aiperipr in Nurqber, 
and had mpft Votes, 



«* 



* Tis well known that in France the enfnaring Que* 
fli on us'd to be, Do you -think the Kiftg in a falfe-and 
damnable Religion, and that if He dies in it He wttK 
go to Hell I Jf they faid Yes> they were hurry'd away, 
for TJEafop : If t^cy faid No, they were concluded pjj- 
ftinate to refufe a Religion in which they own'croflO 
might be faved* 
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It would pcrhap$ be thought tpdieus t# 
Enlarge tipon all thelefler w*y$ of Calumnia- 
ting. Such as the making Trifles appear vaft- 
ly momentous, where they are' like to be of 
any Ufe in degrading Another : Suppreffing 
tfie Rcafons of 4 an Opinion or A&ion, 
which might (if menfion'd) mate it appear jt*? 
ilifiable, and fit*© be done: making thfe utpioft 
ff every Fault or Miftake; and infifting on 
a fihgle Blemifh as if there was a general De- 
formity ; like rubbing a little Smut over aH 
the Face, and blemifliing all the Features z 
placing a Man in * EHfadvantagious Light 
by the artful Management of odious Com* 
parifons ; and when other ways of Detra-? 
aion fail, fetting tip fpme of a boaftedly Su- 
jteribur Capacity or of a greater Figure, 
ro outline him in his pwn Sphere: In* 
yenting Lies which they think may fall in 
^krieh the Run of Conversation $ or Slewing 
a Readings to receive and fpread them as 
ftft' as they are told : The Lover of a Ue «*- 
fly made, 3$ well as the Maker of it, is rank- 
ed ip wretched Company, and dcftai'd to 
a wretched Place ; wuhoxt are Dogs &c. anq 
%vhofi&ver hveth md.maketh a Lie.*! 

But thefe things \ ball content my fclf 
with thu^ : mentioning, that I may follow a 
little more flpfety and dift/nftly the late De- 
bates amoqg our' karned Men, which have; 
fo bafely degenerated into Scplding, and Re- 
viling. 'T!is? *ft Obfcryation upe»n the Dif- 
ffttints at Qillingfeate, that whoever firft eattjp 



? Revel. 1,1,15, 




<y Reputation. i| 

# ftTh-~r*or R—gue has the worft Side of th? 
Argument. So when Divines enter the Lifts 
'tis a flnrew'd Sign who arc the Weakeft, 
when ttcourfe is had to Slander and Ca- 
lumny. Ho Reafon can be aflsg&'d irtiy 4 
Man's prif ate Conduft* or perfonal Cbara- 
fter, ftould be brought into a Controverfy, 

• but either a politick View of taking away 
jphe Force of an Argument by railing an iU 
Ppini&a of him that urges.it, or eHe to 
give vent to Spite and ill Nature. In either 
Cafe 'tis a Conduft that fpe'aks Me^hnefs of 
Spirit, and a little Soul. But when ro 
ferve either of thefc a Man will forge, or 
ntter, and be pleafcd with a Lie> only to 
render his Adverfary infamous, this is Vil* 
lany added to Spite, and a wicked Policy 

y with a Witnefs. 'Tis raoft dire&ly oppofite 
r fro that Cbrtfiinn Charity which thinktth no £* 
v'tl ; and which njnyteth not in Iniquity* *** 
iejoyceth in the Truth. If therefore a Christi- 
an Man, thro' the too powerful influence of 
any bad Principle, has become Guilty, of 
flinging Dirt himfelf upon his Adversary's 
Character, or of lending Scandal to another * 
\t becomes him (especially when Falfhood. ag* 
. gravates the Defamation) to do what he . 
(an to wipe off the Scandal, and repair the 
Injury* To (land it out in a lying Story, and 
be unwilling to admit Con viftion of its be- 
ing fuch, is what no Provocation will, jufti- 
]y. Tis a Deviation from all the Rules of 
fleafon, Religion, and Humanity, when Op- 
nbfition to a Mans Caufe degenerates into III 
Win againft his Per/on : And it is the worft 

fort eUU Will 0«t fte^ri it fejf by Scanda- 
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lous or Falfe Imputations. To oppofe Reafoii 
with Reafon, and Good Manners with the like 
Civility, makes Controverfy entertaining; and 
when it is thus conduced may do Honour 
and Service to Religion ; But to anfwer Rea- 
fon with Reproach, or to leave Arguing to 
follow a fpiteful Inclination, turns Difputing 
into Fencing, and by degrees into down- 
right Hoftility ; makes it grievous to all that 
are good-natur d, and highly prejudicial to 
Religion. 

The Biftop of Bangor is Famous in his 
Controverfial Writings for ftrong Arguments* 
and proper Words, without fo much as of- 
fering at Perfonal Refledions : The Gentle- 
roan and the Chriftian ftine thro' his Per- 
formances in this way. But how contrary 
is the Management of his Chief Oppofers ? The 
Dr. began the Attack of Scandal, a Brjbcp 
fupported him in it, and now the Dean is 
fallen upon him from another auarter. The 
Dr. was a little perplex'd with the Abfolutelys* 
and Property's in the Sermon he would have 
confuted ; and becaufe he could not get 
them out of his way, he picks up a Story, 
that they were not in the Sermon when 
Preach* d> but upon Advice of a Friend were 
infected when Printed. By this Story h<? 
aims at ferving a Double Purpofe .• To make 
the World believe there was real, and very 
great, Matter of Difference between the Bi- 
{hop, and Himfelf ; and alfo to fix upon the 
Bifhop the Charge of tying* (as I have before 
obfefved) that by (inking his Reputation hq 
might get rid of his Arguments ; and pre- 
vent the .World's (hewing any Regard tp tl\£ 

Bi- 
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Bifhop's Writings. The manner in which the 
Bifiof of Carlifle fupported this Charge is 
fufficiedtly known. And is fuch as (hews 
Dr. Snape rauft have a violent liking to Scan- 
dal, that he ihould publifh a Hearfay, before 
he could find an Author for ic that fhould 
be bold enough to face down my Lord Ban- 
gor in what was charg'd againft him. This 
Hearfay is immediately prbv'd a bafe Forge- 
. ry, and Falfhood : But is there any Evidence 
of Remorfe? No, if Dr. K. is to be believed 
the Bifhop of C. cannot be honeft without 
continuing the Injury : What he has faid he 
muft abide by. f He dees abide by it ac- 
cordingly ; but fpcaks fo often backward and 
forward, that his inflexible Proofs of bis Ho 
nefly, looks not a little awkward upon htm. 
The Dodor has indeed left put the Charge 
in the laft Edition of his Book, but it does 
not appear he has made any Acknowledgment 
of the Injury he has done, by his former 
printing of it. Tho* he not only charges 
my Lord Bangor with a Lie, but a Wilful 
Lie, and a Jefuitical Shift to cover it becaufe 
he knew it to be fuch; yet there is not fo 
much as a Word dropt to make Confeffion 
of the Wrong, much lefs any Reparation for 
it. The Story is not told over again, be- 
caufe the Doftor would have looked fomewhat 
worfe than a Jefuit, if he had perfifted in ic 
while it ftands fo fully .Confuted: But it is 
not retraced as it ought to have been ; when 
a Retra&ion would have appeared much bet- 
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ter in a Pojjfmft than the E*cufr he tflaji** to 
feis new Correfpondent. He leaver no An- 
tidote againft any of the Poyfon the former 
Editions had difperfed; nor fays a Word to 
lake off any iJl Impreffions before made oil 
his too eafy» and credulous Followers. 

And is this Hardnefs of /fco* in the Afftfr 
tors of Church Powpr, what muft reconcile 
us to 4 it ? Can't they be perf waded to Re- 
jnorfe for a flagrant; Wrong done vo oae of 
their own Body that differs from theptf And 
is it ever to be expe&ed they Should petra& 
an £rror> or (hew any Compaffion to a Set of 
People whpm the Bijhop of Bangor would 
have reflored to their Civil Rights? AiafsJ 
what have Diflenters to look for when the 
Secular Powers are at the Devotion of, thefe 
Men, to terrify and keep in awe thefe, who ( iri 
their Efteepa ) difiurb the Peace of God's 
Chunky ? Farewel to all Thoughts .of Jufticc 
or Gratitude with refpeft to Them, if Men 
of this Spirit flbould prevail. 

Much at the fame unrelenting rate the Br. 
manages another Calumny apainft the Bijbepi 
Charging him not only with having a Jrfuit 
in his Family, and making him his Com- 
panion and Confident; but favouring ftrong* 
ly of Jefuitical Conversation. This laft part 
of the Charge be drops in the Third Editi- 
on of his Pamphlet, but yet in a way that 
muft lead his Readers to infer it, from what 
he aflerts : Who is fo far from retracing 
what he had faid, that he ftill maintains the 

t Vid.JDr. Sn|pcV Second Anfwr % p. 6i. 
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$ifiop has a Jefuit in his Houfe, and that he 
is the Bijhofs Companion and Confident. Is 
this ufing the Bi&op as the Dr. wou'd be 
ufed himfelf ? Nay is fuch Ufage even of 
Mr. Pillonniere honeft and Chriftian ? To- 
charge him with being a Jefuit ftill, becaufe 
once he was one? Md to charge the Bifiop 
With Entertaining and Carefling a Jefuit, 
without knowing any thing (or at Ieaft 
without mentioning any thing) of the Satis- 
faftion the Bilhop had received that he wa» 
no Jefuit, but a Convert and x thorow Pro- 
teftant ? If the World had no publick notice, 
yet might not the Bifhop have juft Reafon 
to be fatisfied, dotwithftanding, of the Sinr 
cerity of his Converfipn ? And doth it no? 
now appear even to the World, that this 
Vefuit is become as reaU Proteftatvt as any 
Enemy to Church Power, Pageantry and 
Cunning can be ? Hath he not given fuftV 
cient Evidence, of his being further gone oft 
from Popiih Principles, than his Accufer the 
Poctoo himfelf ? And yet I am much in 
doubt whether the Doftor will do Mr. Pit- 
ionmere any more Juftice than he hath done 
the Bilhop on this Head. 

Yes, the Jefuit fha.Il have Juftice done him, 
by fetching accounts, of him from the Jefuits 
•broad, and by proving that he is a Jefuit 
ftill. Rifum ttwatis, the Jefuits abroad are 
to be confultcd about one that has deferted 
«hem, expofed them, and moft folemnlypro- 
tcfted againft them. And the Dodor will 
find leifute to make this Inquiry, tha he has 
no Vacant time for anfwering what is afrem 
writ againft him. But fuppofe by a Colle- 
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etioh of Authorities frorti France, Holland atf<f 
Croydon, hfe fliould expofe the Jefuit ; yet he 
will ftill be Culpable for his Attack upon 
the Bifhop, utilefe he can prove that the Bi- 
fhop had as good Evidence of his continu- 
ing a Jefuit when he took him into his Fa- 
mily, as the Doftor wftl be able to produce 
after his diligent Refearches into his Chara- 
aer. 

I do not wonder however that the Bijbof} 
fhould be counted Jefuitical by the DoBor% ' 
when he has Front enough to tell the World 
that the Enemies of aU Revelation are the on- 
ly Seconds his Lordihip has in this Contro- 
verfy. What a Cenfure is here, and what a 
dead-doing Hand has this. Man of Authori- 
ty ? And yet there is fuch a Charm in the 
affuming Air of fuch Men, that I doubt not 
but many have fwallo wed this Lye without 
Chewing ; and would have believed the Do- 
dor if he had fa id his Lordfliip's only Se- 
conds were Hottentots. This is the true Spirit 
of a Domineering Clergyman. If you don't 
believe as he does, you are a Heretick. Or, 
becaufe this Word is not quite fo frightful 
with us as in Popifh Countries, therefore the 
Bi&op's Friends muft be branded with the 
more odious Name of Enemies to all Revela* 
tion. m This, this it is that makes Enemies to 
Revelation, to fee how the profefled Friends 
of it treat one another. For to all I muft 
add, that he who has no Temkrnefs for a 
Man's Chara&er, but loads it with all the 
Infamy he can becaufe he differs from him, 
would fhew as little to his Pcrfon were it in 
his. Power. 
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As for the Dean who feems to be the 
Champion that muft flop the Bifliop's Mouth, 
we find him not content with ftrong Reafon, 
but he muft alfo run into the way f of pre- 
judicing a Character by little Stories and In- 
finuations, in whichr the Biftiop ajjures him he 
is 'Miftaken* > and in the Wrong as wfcll as 
others. We find the Dean touch'd to the 
quick in a Matter in which he thought his 
own Reputation deeply concerned ; and yet 
is prefently Guilty of very bad ufage of the 
Bifhop : nay, for this very Reafon becaufe he 
had been mifreprefented by Another (as he 
alledges) therefore he revenges it upon the 
Bifbop. But I have no Inclination to defcend 
further into Particulars, I doubt not but the 
Bifliop's Chara&er will fbine thro* all the 
Mifts and Clouds that are railed to obfeure 
it. And the rather, becaufe I find his Lord- 
fliip declaring, he will always prefer ve that 
Temper in Writing, and appearance of Cha- 
rity which has {q much offended the Dean* 

There can be no Means more likely to 
fecure a Reputation once attain'd, than a 
Firmnefs of Soul, and Conftancy in the oblig- 
ing ufe of thofe Worthy Qualities that prp- 
cur'd it. This opens to publick View a fur^ 
ther valuable part of a Man's Merit, and 
compleats it by adding Steaddinefs, and Con- 
ftancy to his Chara&er: So that now the for- 
mer good Opinion which the Wife and Ju- 
dicious Part of the World had of him* becomes 
a prov'd confirm'd thing. 
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This h a much furer way of raifing a Re- 
putation and prefcrving it, than a Political . 

. Oftentation of Falfc Virtues ; than the too 
ufual methods of Flattery and Diflimulation, 
a mean and fervile accomodation to every 
popular and prevailing Humour; or a Vici- 
ous Self-Intereft covered with the mask of a 
Concern for the Publick. 'Tis very hard to 
continue long the Impreflions made on Man- 
kind by thefe means :.fome will have Pene- 
tration enough to fee through them : or fome 
Incident will difcover what the Man really is; 
and (hew the true Humour or Paflion that 
governs him through all the falfe Pretences 
ufed to cover it : And then he muft naturally 
expeft Contempt and Infamy in return, for 
the undeferved Reputation he had ftoll'n from 
a deceived People. 

But tho' in general, a Steaddinefs in thofe 
worthy Qualities and A&ions that pro- 
cur'd a good Reputation, be the beft way of 
maintaining it ,• yet there are fo many Per- 
sons who have their Paifions or Interefts to 

. ferve in ruining it, that neither the greateft 
Excellencies, nor the beft ufing of them, will 
fecure a Man from attempts to degrade and 
fink him. When fuch bafe and wicked At- 
tempts are made upon a Man, there are 
fome Prudentials in management that may 
jnore eafily difingage him, and will help him 
to clear himfelf with Honour. It is an Ar- 
gument of a little Mind, and vain Temper, 
to make a Serious matter of every flight Re- 
flexion on a Man's Character: To take no- 
tice of the Weaknefsor Rudenefs of every ill- 

na- 
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riltur'd ill-manner'd Perfon. In fuch cafes 9 ti$ 
Prudence not to hazard a Reputation by 
{hewing we have fo little Knowledge of the 
World, or fo little Firmnefs of kjind, 
as to be difcompo&d by trivial things. 
9 That Greatnefs of Soul, which makes a Man 
appear Superiour to the Enemies of his Re- 
putation, by defpifing them, is no uncommon 
way to advance a Reputation. Men may 
without any imputation of Vanity or Pride, 
afliime an Air of Greatnefs, and a Virtuous 
Confcioufnefs of their Deferts, againft the 
impotent Attempts of harfh uncivilized Spi- 
rits ; and as knowing Themfelves fecure 
from Danger in fuch lnftances, make them 
the Foils to fet off an Eftablilh'd Reputation* < 

But when the attempt is made by Pcrfons 
who have Power or Intereft enough *to do 
mifchief ; when they charge fuch things as 
Eflentially hurt a Reputation i it is a prudent 
management to wipe off all fuch Afperfions 
with Brisknefs, and Refolution. When a 
Man fits down quietly and tamely under a 
Charge that touches his Honefty and Inte- 
grity, the World will likely take it for a 
Confeffion of his Guilt ; at leaft for the mark 
of a mean or timorous Spirit. To be uncon- 
Cern'd for one's whole Reputation is .a fure 
Way to ruin it. The World will judge He 
can hardly defer ve a Reputation, who appears 
to have no value for one. And He will . 
always be thought not to value it, who is 
unconcern'd about what is Eflential to it. * 
Nothing can be more Eflential than Honefty 
and Integrity : For without Thefe, al] other 
good Qualities will not be abk to procure 

Efteem, 
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Efteem, Truft and Afleftion. It muft needs 
therefore touch a Man in a very tender Point 
to rob him of fo valuable a Treafure as his 
Ctrdit. 

So in whatever way a Man's Reputation is 
blacken'd, he is obliged to refent it in pro- 
portion to the Importance of what is ftruck 
at. Efpecially when a Man is attack 'd in 
his moft peculiar Excellence and Talent ; in 
the principal Labour and chief Glory . of 
Ones Life ; in his Knowledge and Learning 
in his own Profeffion ; his Sincerity or Virtue 
in a facred Charafter, and the like. 

It may happen that a Man s neceflary Vin- 
dication of himfelf in fuch Cafes may force 
him. to prefs his Adverfary to many Incon* 
veniencies, and to leave him at laft under a 
Load of Difgrace, which his Goodnefs and 
Humanity would have avoided if poffible. 
But a vigorous Defence of injurd Reputation, 
is juft in the Defender by the ftrideft Rules 
of Morality ; and it is honourable in the 
Opinion of all civiliz'd People. Whatever 
Inconveniencies are brought on the Aggjref- 
for, he muft place to the Account of his owq 
Injuftice, and Evil Defign on the Reputation 
of his Neighbour. 

Tet even in this Cafe, Men flioqld take 
prudent care that the Senfe of an Injury do 
not make them loofe their Temper, and 
draw them into any Indecencies ; and fo be- 
tray thtm into a Difcovery either of a weak 
Judgment, or Intemperate Paffions. That 
they do not help to deftroy a Reputation, 
which the falfc Accufations of their Enemies 
' Gould never hurt, if they had not lent them 

their 
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their own Affiftabce. When they betray Per- 
verfenefs and Ill-humour, a morofe Nature 
and revengeful Temper, all they can expc& 
from their Friends is Pity for Efleem; but 
from their Enemies they are fare to meet 
with Scorn inflead of Refpeft. Whereas, if 
wider the fevered Provocations; a Man can 
preferve thatKindnefs and Humanity which 
fhall add a Reputation to his other Abilities* 
and ufes no other Severity thin what a jult 
Self- Defence makes neceflary, He has an op- 
portunity to fhew the Brighteft Character; 
That He is compleatly Mailer of himfelf 
and of his own Conduft: Thar He knows 
what He fhould be, and yet more, knows 
how to be what he fhould. This muft heigh- 
ten a Man's Reputation with his Friends* 
and force an inward Refpect even from Ene- 
mies themfelves. 
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To the Author pf the Occasional Paper. 

SIR, / 

VOur Thoughts arc Earneftly defir'd by 
^ fome of your Readers on chat which has 
been of late the chief Subject of Conversation, 
audhas fo much employ 'd thePrefs; I mean 
the Affair of the Btjhop of Bangor. Me thinks 
your Pen fhould not lyt ft ill, when Truth and 
Catholic Chriftianity are' To much concern'd. 
Remember yQur firft Advert tfement y and what 
you have given Reafon to expeft from you. 
And then fay, what Clamour and Noife ! what 
Sophiftry and vile Arts! whatfalfe Infinuati- 
ons, and Lyes dete&ed, are ufed to mine 
the Name of a Man for preaching a Do&rine 
moft plainly deliver *d in the Gofpel. It mud 
furely be a Kingdom of this World that can 
need,* or ufe fuch Supports as thefe. 'Tis 
the Craft being in Danger that makes this 
Uproar ;* not the Kingdom or True Minifiers of 
'Chrift. *«%*», Churchy Mini/trj, Discipline, 
&c. are Wonjs loudly ufed to ehe fame Pur- 
pofe with Grtet is Diap0 of the Ephejians. 
Help Reverend^Opcrators in Calumny! The 
Reverend Mr. HiUiarjyzho tells us his Gall is 
brokt in the Controversy : The Reverend Mr. 
Trap with his diabolically Mad, Dumb, ami 
Deaf, and Dull Devil. Let the Reverend Dr. 

Innjs 
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Innji affift too; For He can prove out of the 
JLpo&olkal Confti tut ions that the Bifliop is a 
Coa upon Earth (e§er fay***) Whilft his Fel- 
low-Labourers infinuate him to be a Devil; 
*Tis either God or Devil according as ic 
ferves the purpofe. Let the Reverend Dr. 
Snape produce his Living Man and jfefuit ; 
and Dr. Sherlock talk of his Bars and Bolts. • 
Follow ye Hendlys ! Laws ! and Mdrfdens I 
and all the Underworked in Rudenefs and 
Detra&ion ! Upon the whole it rauft be air 
lew'd chere never was more of it on one fide 
of a Controverfy, manag'd on the other fide 
fo handfomly, and with fo much Temper. 
Really Sir I cannot help faying, that the Ah 
tack upon the Bijbofs Reputation has been 
manag'd as if He was the only Perfon that 
had any to |ofe in the Scuffle. % After fuch 
a manner of Dealing as fome have ufed ; 
( Violent Diflortions of the Senfe ,• fepara- 
ting and dis/oynting Words from their pro- 
per Places ; Wrenching away the honed 
meaning from fome Sentences, impofing a 
Bad one upon others ; not allowing an Au- 
thor to fay what he, has faid; and making 
him fay what He never thought on;) I would 
undertake after this manner to make Non- 
fence and Blafphemy of the Bible it felf, and 
turn any Author ip the World into Ridicule. 
Yet fome of my Lord Bangor s Oppofers fol- 
lpw one another in thefe ways, with the mod 
Stupid Reflections ; If one fays the Biftop, 
lets the Devil into the Chunk of €hrifi 9 becaufe 
he aiferrs the Church to be his Kingdom ; Ano- 
ther licks it up after him, and aflerts it over 
again ,- without any regard to the Diftin&ion • 

D between 
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between that Kingdom of Chrift which i& 
his Church, govern cl by his Word and Spiriti 
jmd that Kingdom which is the Uuiverfr* 
govern'd by his Power and Providence, and 
wirch includes the Government of Devils 
Themselves. 

Sir, if you fhould not think \t worth your 
while to maka the Bifhop of C— *s Dirty Tour* 
^nd to follow thefe Controversial Writers thro 
all the Kennels of the 'town ; yet I hope fuch Z 
Writer as Dean Sherlock will calf up your At* 
cemipn and Regard- And I think his at- 
tempt to represent. m> Lord Bangor as a 
JPbrldiw&i Jjfrcr his preaching fuch a Sermon 
pf Chr.ft's Kingdom not being of this World* 
tends to fix a ScandaJ apd an Odium on the 
Btjhopy little lefs than the deliberate i-ying 
charg'd upon him by* Br Snape% The Dean. 
fays, * Had I upon Pretence of Exhorting others 
to Su^m (fion under the hard Term of not tailing 
the Beneficence of the Government, in z- 
diftinguifhing manner, Jbeivn how upeafily $ 
bore the yam of Preferment my Self; your Lord* 
Jhip would have had fame Colour to think me not 
a little concern d for the Riches and Glories' of thii 
World. I would ask what Merit the Dean 
thinks He can make to himfelf by this awk- 
ward Boaft? Three Prebends, Two Mafter- 
Ships, a Deanry and a Redory might pre- 
vent any Man's gaping for further Preferment 
that had not z very voracious Appetites 
But let this be turn'd from the Dean to the 
Perfon on whom He plainly defigns it fhould 
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feft; and then the Charge is fix'd upon Some- 
body of being hot a little, even beyond himfcl£ 
concern d for the Riches and Glories of this World. 
To expeft fome diftinguifting Favours for 
eminent and diftinguifting Swrviee is no Af- 
perfion upon any Man ; but what is insinua- 
ted, in that Expreffiort, Uneafiy beauing the 
Want of Preferment, 'tis hard to tell : Twenty 
little Stories for oughc one knows may be 
wrapt up in, or hereafter grow out of theie few 
words- The Deans Complementing the; Bijhop 
in another place with the Charader of Domt- 
tian hasfomething exceedingly invidious in it* 
Fray Sir ! let it be thought worth your 
while, to make fome Rtfledions on fuch 
Managements as thefe ; efpecially on the 
mofl: notorious Scandals fix'd on the Bijhop- 
One cannot eafily imagine a Pra&ice more 
mifchievbus than a licentious Freedom with 
eftablifhed Reputations. 

It is in itftlj one of the worft Sorts of In- 
jury. A Man of Honour and Integrity prefers 
a good NLme to every thing el(e .except the 
Peace of his Mind* He had rather hazard 
his Life or Fortune, than forfeit his Charac- 
ter. .And therefore to rob him of that, is to 
injure him in the mod tender Point, in which 
it is in the power of another to touch him* 
Befides that in the Consequence it may come 
to affed all his other valuable Interefts; the 
Execution of his Defigns, the Advance o£. 
his Fortunes, or even the Security of Eftate 
and Life it (elf. One thing it dirc&ly tends 
to deprive him of, for which in truth a good 
Man will principally value Life, " a Capacity 
fcf being ufeful to the World. The Credit 
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and Service of Clergymen efpcfcialiy* are' ih 
fed to live arid dye together. He that de- 
ftroys the one, is accountable for the Lofs 
of the other. And the Injury ftill rifes 
higher, in Proportion to the Superior Sta- 
tion, the uncommon Abilities, the extenfive 
Intereft, and generous Love of Mankind, 
by which any Chriftian Minifter is diftin* 
guifhed. 

The Mifchief is the greater, when all Cart 
is taken to fpread and give Credit to the 
Scandal: When it is fent abroad in the moil 
publick manner ; dcliver'd with the greateft 
Affurance, in verho Sacerdotis ; colour'd with 
a Zeal for the Church, and a pretence of dol- 
ing God Service.* Thefe are Vehicles which 
feldom fail to convey any malicious Story in- 
to the Minds and Belief .of the common Peo- 
ple. And an Honeft Man is left under great 
Difad vantages for defending himfelf: 'Tis 
hardly poffiblc that the Damage fbould be 
thorowly repair'd. Either the Antidote rea- 
ches not fo far as the Poifon ; or the.Poifon 
has had fo much time to work up the Paffions 
and Prejudices of the People, that the Anti- 
dote comes too late : or after the fulled and 
cleared Confutation, fomewhat of Jealoufy 
and difadvantagious Surmize at leaft will 
ftick. It was natural to exped, that Thou- 
sands would have greedily fwallow'd down 
the horrid Imputation upon my Lord of 
Bangor, of a falfe Appeal to God, who would 
never have Inclination or Opportunity to be 
let Right by his Defence: That mull inevi- 
tably have been the Confequence, had' not 
his Lord&ip purfued a quick and happy 

Thought 
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Thdiight, (the only one that could prevent 
the Mifchief being irreparable,) to extinguish 
the Calumny as foon as born by the moft 
timely and pttblick and unanfwerable Vindi- 
cation. 

But the Mifchief is far more cxtenfivt 
than to the immediate Sufferers, 'truth and 
Knowledge muft be Sufferers too. Nothing cah 
be a greater Difcouragement to all impar- 
tial Inquiries and growing Difcoveries by 
Men 0/ Genius and Application, than to fee 
the Example of fuch ill Wage for advancing 
any thing out of the beaten Road. They 
muft exped to have an open Cry againft 
them ; that every unhallowed Method fhall 
be ufed even by Clergymen to fink their Re- 
putation ; Names of Odium thrown out a- 
gainft them at all Adventures, and that they 
may be arraign'd for the blackeft Crimes up- 
on meer Hearfay-Tattle. Noble Encourage- 
ments indeed to Learning and Study, and 
to generous Endeavours for inlightning the 
World! When unconcerned Spectators fee 
thro* thefe pious Frauds atid obferve Clergy- ^ 

men fo forward and aftive in them, when * 

the Caufe of the Church is pretended to be 
ferved by them ,• they are eafily tempted to 
fink.their Opinion of the Church itfelf: And 
the Clergy, inftead of gaining thofe exorbi- 
tant AcccflSons of Power and Veneration 
which they are contending for, lofe the juft 
Refpefts due to them from the Laity. Nay 
'tis well, if Chriftianity itfelf fuffer not in 
the end by the Quarrel. 

I leave you to do with thefe Hints 
what you pleafc ; Something of this Nature 

might 



3° 



It Letter." 



might poflibly do Service in your way of 
Writing Y>ur Paper ' s BOt I believe fo gene- 
rally read among thofe who are moft concer- 
ned in this Controverfy, as one would wifli ; 
but whether it may be of Advantage ro 
them, or not, I am perfwaded it will be very 
Serviceable to others j and will greatly o-. 
bligd 

SIR, 
• tmi, &c. 
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does not encourage and fro f agate Religion and. Mo- 
rality among all its particular Members. It was an 
Obfervation of the antient Romans, that their Em- 
pire had not more encreafed by the Strength of their 
Arms, than by the San&ity of their Manners : Ci- 
cero, — — — makes it a Doubt, whether it be poffible 
for a Community to exift that had net a prevailing 
Mixture of Piety in its Conftitution ? — — - a Man 
who would hope to govern a Society without any Re- 
gard to thefe Principles, is as much to be contemned 
for his Folly, as to be detefiedfor his Impiety. 

freeholder, No. 19. 



L O N D O N:\ 

Printed for Jambs Knaptoh, at the Crown in 
St. Paufs Church-Yard s J.Robbrts, in Warwick- 
Lane , J. Harrison, under the Royal Exchange > 
and A. D o d d, without Temple-Bar. M DCCXYU- 

(Price Four-pence.) 




1 



t: 



> * 



r\ •♦ <* 



[ . ' 



j^. 



JK> 



> i 



t • 










OF 

SOCIE TIES 

FOR 

Reformation of Manners, &c. 

IT is one avowed DcfigD of 
this Paper to aflcrt the juft 
Liberties of Mankind: But 
all juft Liberty mult be foun-* 
ded in Reafon.and kept with- 
in the Bounds of Virtue and. 
Religion. If thefe Bounds are 
broke down, it degenerates into Licentiouf* 
nefs : and this, fliould it grow Univerlal, 
would introduce Tumult and Confufion into, 
Society, would teat its Ligaments, prey up- 
on its Vitals, and quickly iiTue in its Diuo'lu* 
tion. It is Virtuous and Reifcmable Liberty 
that the Author would auert and cultivate, 
but would by no means be underftpod to, 
countenance or abet Licentious Practices, 
This vere to ruin his own De%n ; for Free* 
dom and Property are mere Names, where 
Men have rencntne d Rcafon, abandon'd V'r- 
A 3 t«e* 
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tuc, and declard themfclves loofc from all 
Laws and Bonds of Morality or Religion. 
It is with an Heart bleeding for bis Native 
Country, that he beholds the Corruption; pf 
Manners, and the difiblute Behaviour, of Mul- 
titudes of his Fellow-Citizens. He trembles 
to think what the Iffue will be ; how certain 
our Ruin if Things go on at this rate, and 
how near we Hand to the Brink of the Pre* 
cjpice. 

There is no Truth more obvious in Na- 
ture, pr better attefted by common Experience, 
than this, viz*. That a general Diffolutenefs of 
Manners, in any Community, tends to its De- 
finition. By it Magiftrates are unqualified 
for Rule, and Subje&s for Obedience. Men 
of all forts % are averfe to all good Orders: 
Thofe in Power grow Remifs and Indolent, 
give themfelves up to their own Inclinations, 
and permit others to purfue theirs ; and thofe 
under Command fnatch at the Liberty offer 'd, 
and fliew how glad they are to caft off all 
Rule, and live without any. And this is to 
confound all Things, and bring on fwift De- 
ft ruft ion. Without Order Government can- 
not fubfift ; and where no Government is, So* 
cieties muft either be torn to pieces, or dif- 
band. 

All kinds of Immorality have alfo a Ten- 
dency to ruin Truth, which is to deftroy all 
mutual Confidence among the Members of So- 
ciety, and this is tearing all its Bonds to 
pieces. The Adulterer and Whoremonger ge- 
nerally aft in Difguife, and by falfe Pretences 
carry on their dark Defign. In this way, at 
Jgift, tify always cptrapr «id ruiqthc Inno^ 

WW* 
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cent. And one of them breaks the moft fo- 
lemn Covenant that can be made by a Man 
and Woman , the matrimonial Contraft. And 
who that hath broken through thefe Obliga- 
tions, and here parted with his Faith and Ho- 
nour, can ever be held by aty Contraft elfe ? 
The Cheat and Robber are upon no Terms 
with you : The one will Deceive, if. he can ; 
and the other Challenges for his own what- 
ever he can by Force or Fraud extort from 
you. And how quickly is the Debauchee re- 
duced to an unhappy Neceffity of providing a 
Maintenance in this Method, either to keep 
himfelf from Starving, or to feed his Lufts? 
The prophane Swearer makes a direft Aflault 
on Truth, and feems to bid it Defiance. A 
Man confeious of his own facred Regard to 
Truth, .contents himfelf with barely aflerting 
what he would have believed. He knows he 
can make this Demand in every Common 
Cafe from all who know him. But he who 
muft have his Aflertions always backed with 
Evidence, and call in Wirncflcs to his Veraci- 
ty, is confeious fure that he cannot demand 
Belief upon his Credit ; and whence fhould 
this proceed, but from his known Disregard 
to Truth ? So certain is our common Proverb, 
'that he who Swears will Lie. If a Man has 
any Meaning at all, when he Swears in com- 
mon Conversation, it evidently carries this 
Supposition in it. He has himfelf a very {len- 
der Regard to Truth, and the more he Swears, 
the lefs is he to be believ'd. This is bring- 
ing O^ths, the greatcft Bond and Pledge of 
Truth, into downright Contempt ; 'tis vaca- 
ting all their Force, and making them crofs 
* their 
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tbcir Principal Defign. And other Vices have 
a like baneful Influence. 

Many Vices proceed in other Methods to 
ruin Societies. The Strength of any Society 
is commonly the Security of it; and, next to 
the mutual Confidence of the Members, no* 
thing gives greater Strength to it* than its 
Wealth fnd Riches. But Pride, and Luxury, 
and Lewdnefs, and all manner of Riot and 
Debauchery, have a dircA Tendency to the 
utter wafte of a Nation's Wealth. Thefe Vi- 
ces cannot be maintain d but at vaft Ek pence* 
And when Bufinefs is neglcfted, whilft the 
Stock is wafting, and that Stock but little 
too, bow faft will Poverty come on r And 
how many have we now among our Poor, 
that are made and kept fiich by Idknefs and 
Debauchery ? Do not all Parties complain of 
the Increate of the Poor, and the Burthen of' 
their Maintenance ? And muft not this Bur- 
then ftill encreafe, the more Idle and Debauch- 
ed we grow ? And muft not this in time af- 
fed the Body Politic ? If our Poor grow too 
Numerous to be maintained, how feall the 
Government be fupported, or the Society fiib- 
fift ? And how quickly may Things grow to 
this Pafs, if fuch notorious Vices are indulged 
or countenanced ? 

Nay, the Vices of a People lay them open • 
to the Praftices of their Enemies. If you 
will but fupply Fuel to their Lufts, how eafi* 
ly .may you blind their Eyes, and bind their 
Hands i Nay, employ thofe very Hands in 
tearing out their own Eyes, and fling ftway 
{heir mod v^Imble Privileges ? 

And 
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And fare the Church muft be in the ut- 
moft panget fr6m the Vices of the People, 
if by th£ Church any thing be meant, befides 
the Grandeur and Wealth of the Clergy. All 
Religion muft be ruined where Immorality 
prevails * for it cannot prevail without break- 
ing through all the Bonds Of Religion. And 
when Men are grown into a Contempt of 
Religion, the Priefthood cannot long have 
Honour and Refpeft ; or if it have, ir muft 
be fuch otily as is forced by Fear, or purcha- 
fed by, fraudulent Conveyances, or the iffue of 
Stupidity and Ignorance. And though this 
may for a while well enough ferve the Pur- 
pole of tho'fe, who by the Church meah only 
their own Power and Entered ; yet will it not 
Jong ferve their Turns if other Men will play 
their own Game again ft them, and Support 
and Encourage the Vices of the People : For 
they will a)way$ be led by vicious Inclinati- 
on, and when that meets with molt Encou- 
ragement, they will be at Command : So that 
thple wipked Church- men* who would ferve 
themfelves l?y the Vices of the People, may 
mifs their Ends, and have their Engines play a . 
againfl themfelves. But it is blafpheming the 
venerable Name to make the Church ftand for 
fuch Ideas as thefe ; and fcandalous for any 
Man,' to plead for fuch a Chnrch a$ muft be 
fupported by the Vices of the People, or that 
will nor be hurt and ruin'd , by giving diem 
Countenance and Encouragement. 

. Upon all Accounts 'tis very plain and evi- 
dent, that the natural tendency of Vice is. to 
ruin Nations. TFis prejudicial to them in all 
their Interefts. It flackens or tears in pieces 

the 
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the Bopds of Union ; it creates Diffidence and 
Difcord ; it confumes the Wealth, and weak- 
ens the Securities of the People j it melts theit 
Strength, and corrupts their Underftanding, 
and makes them an eafy Prey to Enemies. 
And in ' Chriftian Nations the Mifchief yet 
fpreads farther. Vice licens'd or indulg'd in 
them, threatens ruin to Religion, and is like 
to overturn the Church as well as State. 

This Matter lies very plain in the Reafon 
of Things, before thofe who will give them- 
felves leave to think. And the Experience of 
all Ages confirms the Truth. If either Sacred 
or Prophane Hiftory be confuted,' it will be 
found, that the Rile and Fall, the Profperity 
and Ruin of Nations, have been moire owing 
to their Virtues and Vices, than to any Cau- 
fes elfe whatever. The Foundations of their 
Greatnefs, Wealth, and Power, were laid in 
virtuous Adions ; but Vice and Immorality 
have always undermined them, and brought 
them to Deftru&ion. 

It muft be the Concern then of all who 
wiflj well to their Country, And underftand 
its Intereft, to have fome effe&iul Check given 
to fpreading Vice. The Laws of all civilized 
Nations have made Provifion foi: this Pur- 
pofe. But what are Laws of themfelves, if 
not animated by due Executions ? And how 
can Laws be executed, if Offences againft; 
them be not brought before the proper Offi- 
cers/ that they may take Notice of them, 
and deter others by pun idling the Guilty ? r 
And when Difobedience to the Laws mm U 
grown common, and the fpreading Infe&ion 
of Vice has engaged Multitudes in the Con- 

fpiracy 
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jWracy^ agamft Virtue, that is, againft the 
Peace ana Profpcrity of their Country, how 
nccef&ry is it that the Friends to all fihould 
confederate againft them, and with united 
Heads, and Hearts, and Hands, endeavour 
to give Vigour to the Laws, and drive back 
that Flood of Mifery that is breaking in upon 
them ? Hqw rare a Spirit, $nd how generous 
a Love to their Country do thofe Men di£ 
cover, that will enter into fuch a Confederal 
cy i How much fhould they be commended 
and encouraged? The higheft Honours are 
due to them -, and they can hardly be in the 
Intereft of Virtue, or Religion, or Friends to 
their Country, who would treat them with 
Coldnefs or Difrcfpeft, who do not wifli them 
great Succefs in their Attempts, find in their 
feveral Places, give them all the Countenance 
and Help they can, 

A Society for Reformation of Manners is 
the moft Honourable and Ufefirt Combination 
in any greater Community. It wa$ brave, an4 
ftewed the warmeft Zeal for the Honour and 
Intercfts of their Country, in the fcfen who 
firft fet "a foot fuch Societies among us here 
in England, and in others that came into 
them, and lent an helping Hand to fuch a 
generous Defign. And it was prudently, as 
well as bravely done, to aflpciate and with 
united Strength purfue it. 
* Great Pefigns for the fublidc Goad are 
feldom weH laid or vigoroufly purfued, but 
in Society* When a considerable Number are 
formed into a Bodv, they have a great Ad- 
vantage Qvtr any fipgle Perfons, in Point of 
Wifdom and Contrirances. The Maxim of the 

B Wife 



10 Of So CIETIE5 

Wife Man is verified by Experience. In tbt 
Multitude of Counfellors there is Safety. The dif- 
ferent Sentiments of feveral wife Men, will 
be like an Union of Rays, by which the 
common Light is collected, and appears more 
bright and ftrong than when difperfed. A 
lucky Hint is often ftarted in a Debate, or 
by Conversation, that would never have en- 
tered into a Man's Mind alone. And fotue* 
times by comparing Things together, and ob- 
serving the precife Difference among them, a 
new Opinion is formed diftinft from each, 
and preferable to every one. By a&ing with 
mutual Confent and Advice, Men are able 
to concert proper Meafures for ftated Proce- 
dure, againft Emergencies and Inconvenien- 
cies. • 

And this is more plain as to the Power of 
Execution. Many a wife and well-contriv'd 
Defign has mifcarried, for want of Power to 
carry it on. Single Attempts are eafily bora 
down, and render'd ineffedual by popular Pre- 
judice, a ftrong Tide of Opposition, or the 
Weight of the Charge neceflary to fupport it. 
But a Body of Men well compa&edLgives 
Authority and Weight to a good Defign, 
makes it appear Considerable and worthy Re- 
gard, furnifhes many Hands for the feveral 
Parts, avoids the Envy and Odium which 
is the common Shadow of great Merit and ge- 
nerous Attempts, and eafily fupports an Ex- 
pence above the Ability of private Perfons. 

It is not eafy to imagine how much may 

be done by the united Wifdom and Strength 

of a formed Society, if we had not many re-? 

. HUrkable Inftances of it in the World The 

French 



for Reformation of Manners. 1 1 

French Academy at Paris for refining their- 
Language ; The Royal Society at London for 
Improvement of Natural Knowledge $ The 
feveral Societies for propagating the Chrifti- 
an Faith and Knowledge ; And the feveral 
Companies for Trade and Merchandize, are 
fo many plain Proofs, how ufeful Societies 
are, in their different Kinds, for promoting all 
Sorts of Learning, the Spreading Religion, and 
the Incrcafe of Wealth. 

And if this hold true in general, in the 
Cafe of thefe Societies there was fomewhat 
peculiar that required fuch an Union. A 
Flood of open Immoralities, by the Counte- 
nance of Superiors, and Negleft of Laws, 
had overwhelmed the Land. All Places of 
public Refort abounded with Oaths and Lewd* 
nefs. Houfes of criminal Concourfe and En- 
tertainment were Numberlefs. Multitudes of 
every Rank and Order were Corrupt and De- 
generate, fetting the Example, and giving En- 
couragement to every Vice. Tea many Clubs 
of lewd and profane Perfons formed, to elude 
the Laws, and propagate Profanenefs and 
Immorality. 

In thefe Circumftanccs a confiderable Num- 
ber of wife and pious Men, of diftinguifhed 
Zeal, feveral of Chara&er and Condition a* 
mong the different Parties of Proteftants, be- 
gan thefe Societies very quickly upon the Re- 
volution. A proper Opportunity to endea- 
vour to reform the Nation, when, by a won- 
ful Providence, it had been rcftored to its 
Civil Rights, And they have been carried 
on evejr fince (alas! that it muft be hid) 
through miny Struggles, and with too litrtfc f 
Swcefs. B z Indeed 
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Indeed the generous Patriots who firft en* 
gaged in the Defign, could not hope to carry 
at on without Oppofition, and therefore wife* 
ly formed themielves into Societies to aft in 
Concert, to animate each other under discou- 
raging Difficulties, and fapport the common 
fcxpencc. And how fit a Method this was, 
the Event has fhown. Though they have not 
had the Succefs one could have wiflied ; it 
would have been much lefs, if they had not 
thus incorpprated. 

Ill Men will ever take Endeavours for * 
Reformation, for an Attack on them. Their 
Vices have fo much the Afcendant in their 
Aftedions, that any Check upon them will 
rouze them to the mod refolute Defence, as if 
they were contending for every Thing that i$ 
dear to them. 

The People of diflblate Manners make fo 
great a Number, that it leflens in them the 
Apprehenfion of their Fault, and animates 
them to enter the Lifts, againfl all that 
would endeavour their Amendment. They 
are encouraged by the Figure of thofe whp 
appear on their Side, as well as by their 
Numbers: The Men of principal Eftates and 
Power are, in too many Places, ready to 
fpread this Infection by their Influence ana 
Example: And I wifb it were a Calumny to 
fey, that the Clergy in feyeral Pariftes of th$ 
Kingdom, are far from being the principal 
Patterns of Virtue and Sobriety. 

When Matters are at this Pafs, it is hard* 
ly to be expe&ed* that thofe who give them- 
felves an unreftrained Liberty, fhould be very 
fpr w&r^ tp reprove gr punifli yitf ; Qr thaf 
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any Seeps they take, ihould hare much Effcft 
for the Reforming the People, whatever grav? 
Airs they put on in thePulpit,or on the Bench* 
Every Body muft take that for mere Q rimace, 
or Compliance with the Drudgery of their 
Office. The Tenant, jhe Labourer, the com- 
mon Parifhioner, will hardly mend at then- 
Reproof, whilft he hath the Countenance of 
their Example ; but only lament that he can- 
not fin as cheap as the Squire, or as eafily 
get himfelf abfolved as the Parfon* 

A good /hare of Courage is neceflary to 
declare War againft Vice, when it is fo 
powerfully fupported. Mod of thofe, who 
3rc in the Intereft of Virtue, think it enough 
if they can maintain their own Char after. 
Few will have Boldnefs enough to appear 
hi the Field againft fuch powerful Oppofiti- 
on$ and thofe that do, will hardly make 
much Progrefs, or fo much as ftand their 
Ground, without difficulty. . 

Loore People have alfo found Ways of 
expofing the Friends of Virtue to popular 
Odium, and of difparaging their mod com- 
mendable Anions, by affixing Barnes of Re- 
proach to them. Their perfonal Virtues are 
all tallied at once, by the bold Imputation of 
HrfKrifj. If they take a Step towards re- 
claiming their Neighbours, though it be 
with the mod difinterefted Concern for their 
Welfare, they are troublefome Bufy Bodies. 
If they otily tell them in the mofi VriendJy 
manner of their Faults,, and give them good 
Advice, this is Cant. If all their good Ad- 
vice is loft, and they, fee It neceflfary to bring 
0$?nders tp Punifhment, they ase Cruel an*i 
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Unmerciful If they make the Magiftrate, for 
this End, privy to the mod notorious Viola- 
tions of the Laws, they are vexatious and* 
unneighbourly Informers. 'Tis unaccountable 
what Impreffion a Word thus thrown out, 
without a Meaning, or without the Shew of 
a proper Application, makes, upon unthink- 
ing People, to fet them againft the trued 
Friends of <*be Public Intereft ; and even upon 
many of the Better Sort, to intimidate then 
from any Zeal and A&ivity in fo good a 
Caufe. Thefe have been Difcouragements to 
the Defign, and Obftaclcs to its Succefs : Tec 
one would think, Men animated with the 
Love of Virtue, and Zeal for the Public 
Good, fhould break through them, and give 
Countenance to it, if they would not wholly 
embarque in it. 

' One Thing I have heard indeed alledg'd 
againft the Societies as to the Matter of 
Fad, which, could it be fixed upon them, 
would be fome Prejudice to them, even with 
honeft and good Men. I mean, that fome 
employ *d by them, have compounde4 with 
Offenders ; inftead of bringing them under 
the Cenfure of the Law, extorted Money 
from them, and then let them efcape. This 
looks rather like a Defign of private Gain, 
than a Concern for public Reformation. But 
to this I think it would be enough to fay, the 
Rank and Fortunes of many engaged in this 
Service, muft fet them above all Sufpicion of 
fuch mean Views, as well as their known 
Virtue and Integrity, 

But the Societies^have taken effe&ual Gate 
to clear themfelves of any fuch Imputations 

by 
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by an Advertifement firft publifhed feveral 
Years ago, and fince frequently repeated, 
wherein they declare, " That there have been 
" indeed fome bafe and wicked Perfons (not 
" engaged, or in the leaft concerned in the 
€€ Societies) who have extorted Money from 
" Offenders, and fometimes from honed 
" Men: But all fuch Pra&ices are utterly 
u detefted by the Societies, who have cau- 
" fed fuch Perfons to be profecuted when 
€c they have difcovered them ; nor do they 
" know or believe, that any engaged in the 
" Societies are chargeable with it ; that to 
" avoid all Sufpicion of a&ing from a merce- 
" nary Principle, they have always refufed 
" what is allowed by Law to the Informer ; 
u that if at any Time hereafter it fhould 
u happen, that any Perfon or Perfons, con- 
<c cerned in the Societies, fhould be guilty 
* of any Evil Pra&ices, the Societies will 
" be highly obliged to thofe, who for the 
" Public Service, (hall make difcovery of it. 1 * 
This is as much as could be done by them 
for their Vindication, to profecute thofe, 
who unjuflly (helter'd themfelves under their 
Name, while they a&edfo vile a Part ; to give 
the World Public Notice of fuch Mifcreants, 
and to follicit it as a Favour, that any of 
themfelves might be made Public Examples 
if ever they fhould be found engaged in fo bafe 
an Adion. And it will pafs for a fufficient Vin- 
dication with all who ufe to think, or . have 
any Aflfe&ion for Virtu? or Religion. Thofe 
who are open Enemies to both, will go on 
to pour out all the Reproach they can againft 
them ; and thofe who are indifferent to the 

Caufe 
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Caufc of Virtue, will be without regard to 
all the Apologies they can make : But they 
will (land clear in their Character after this, 
and be honourable in the Efteem of all who 
underftand the Worth of Virtue, or value 
the Common Interefts of Mankind. 

In fpitc of all the Opposition they have 
met with on one Hand, and Negleft on the 
other, they have hitherto maintained their 
Ground, and gained fome Advantages againft 
Wickednefs. It is not quite fo Open and' 
Barefac'd, fo Infolent and Daring as it was 
fome time ago ; as it was particularly, a little 
after the Mob's Divine had atfured them, 
That under the fanliifyd pretence ef Reformation 
of Manners, to turn Informer waa to aflame 
an odieut andfa&ieus Office, and arrogant fy in- 
trench upon others Chriftian Liberty and Inno- 
cence, Many disorderly Houfes have been 
fuppreiled, many profane Swearers have been 
convi&ed and reclaimed, many lewd Women 
have been brought to public Shame and Pa- 
nifhmenr, and the ISfumber of thofe Evening* 
Strolers are leflened. And the good Exam- 
ple fee by England, has been followed by q- 
ther Chriftian Nations, with a very laudable 
Emulation. And once one would have ho- 
ped, fo ufeful an Attempt fliould have been 
carried on to Perfe&ion, and a new Face put 
upon the Chriftian World at leaft ; and Vir- 
tue every-where have become Honourable, and 
Vice Infamdus and Deteftable. 

One cannot but wonder there fliould be 
any Men of Chara&er for Virtue, or for: Re- 
gard to their Country, that can be indifferent 
in fuch a Caufc as this, and much more thae 

can 
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can difcourage or condemn the Underta- 
king. But that any Magiftrates of this Cha- 
racter, (hpuld be among thefe Indifferents, or 
thefe Enemies, is perfectly Aftonifliing. Yet 
is it to* be feared that this is One of the chief 
Hindrances to their Succefs. The vicious 
Magiftrate can't put the Laws againft Vice 
in execution, without condemning and punifh- 
ing himfelf, at leaft by the Reproaches and 
Stings he rauft feel within. And the virtuous 
Magiftrate, if he be not a Man of Spirit and 
Courage, would fain excufe himfelf from be- 
ing lingular, and therefore fuffers himfelf to 
be influenced by the. general Example of thofe 
in the fame Station. And what by the Indo- 
lence of the one Sort, and the Enmity and 
Opposition of the other, the Defign is in too 
great a Meafure at a ftand Some can't af- 
ford time to attend to their Part of the Bu* 
finefs, others, have not. Hearts for it, and o- 
thers again are moft heartily fet againft the 
Defign in general, and will difcourage it to 
the uttermoft, and how then (hall it be car- 
ried on? 

But can any Magiftrate that underftands. hi$ 
Truft, and the Obligations of his Office, that 
hath any Regard for Virtue or Religion, any 
Love to his Country, or Zeal for the prcfent 
Government, allow himfelf to be indifferent 
in fuch aCaufe? And fold' his Hands, and clofe 
his Eyes, and with an Heart wholly uncon-* 
cern'd, let it die, after it hath been car- 
ried on fo longhand" with fo much Succefs, 
through- many Diffittikies and yioient Op po- 
rtion? ' r * 

Q • Tho 
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The regulating Mens Manners, Right Ho- 
nourable, and Right Worihipful ! belongs to 
You by Office. The public Peace and Wel- 
fare is a Truft committed to You. How will 
you clear your felves of betraying this Truft, 
if you hinder the Reformation, difcourage 
the Societies, or feem indifferent to the De- 
fign in which they are engaged ? How de- 
teftable a Condud would it be in any Man, 
to (land by and look on (ilently on a Perfon 
fetting Fire to the City ? Why, Fire is but 
one way of Ruin, nor is it fo irreparable as 
the Dcftrudipn of public Morality. Is there 
nothing precious but Houfes, Goods, and 
Treafure ? Is not the Peace and Order of So- 
ciety neceflary to preferve and enjoy thefe 
Poffeffions? Or is it an indifferent Matter 
whether our Sons have any Temperance, our 
Daughters any Chaftity, or our Servants any 
Honefty, or no ? 

But confider your felves as Chriilian Ma- 
giftrates, and how much ftronger is the Obli* 
gation ? How much more powerful the Mo* 
tires ? More excellent the Rule ? more no- 
ble the End? and more glorious the Reward? 
And how much more diligent therefore ftould 
your Endeavours be for National Mdralitv ? 
Can you make any juft Claim to the Chrifli- 
an Name, without exerting your felves here ? 
To be a Chriftian, is to declare Opposition* 
according to our Place and Power, againft the 
Works of the Devil ; which can never be re- 
conciled with doing them our felves, or taking 
Pleafure in them that do, or giving any Coun- 
tenance to than. 
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A Chriftian Magiftrate knows himfelf ap- 
pointed to be a Jerror to them that Jo Evil, 
and a Praife and Protection to them thai d\ IVeB. 
And can it be a Queftion with any but the 
fuffering Criminals, whether executing thi 
Laws of the Land, which are the fame with 
God's, be doing well or no f You may do a 
great deal with your very Eyes, to fcatter 
the Evil, or countenance the Good ; to heart- 
en or deaden this Work : In your Hands it 
mufl live or die. And you mud be anfwer- 
able for the Confequences. You are appointed 
to attend continually on this very Thing. It is 
not a Bufinefs by the By, a Matter of mere 
Condefcenfion, but the very Reafon of the 
Inftitution, and End of your Office. Should 
you make the Execution of the Laws againft 
open Wickednefs difficult and tirefome, our 
very Watchmen would betray us, and they 
who keep the Gates would let in the Enemy. 
In lhort, you cannot in this manner betray 
your Truft, without being treacherous to your 
Redeemer. Better renounce the Name of 
Chriftians than bring fo grofs a Reproach up- 
on it, and intimate by your Behaviour, that 
a Chriftian Magiftrate is under no Obligation 
to his Lord and Saviour, to (hew diflike to 
Vice and Immorality. 

Methinks, if you have any Regard to Vir- 
tue, any Love to your Country, you fhould 
not be indifferent. The Laws, though never 
fo good , . cannot execute themfelves. The 
molt folemn enafting Claufes are but the Shew 
and Image of Authority, whilft they remain 
in Parchment only. You muft give Life to 
them by proper Execution. And is it not 
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evident, do you not ftand convinced, that .the 
Laws againft Immorality and Profanefs are 
for the Public Good ? Is it not riotorioufly 
to the Hurt and Mifchief of the Public, that* 
Vice fhould be licens'd by being under no 
Controul or Reftraint? Is not this the way 
to have Bufinefs rteglefied ? Time that fliould^ 
be fpent in Trade or Labour, wafted in the 
Alehoufe, and the Stock that {hould maintain 
the Family, melted down in humouring Mens 
Lufts ? and is not this the high Road to Poverty, 
and many times to greater Mifchicfs ? Are 
not Tumults and Riots the Refult of Lewd- 
nefs and Debauchery ? And will not thofe,; 
who have put off the Man, be ready for any; 
Mifchief that fliall be fuggefted to them? 
And the Lewder and more Licentious Men 
crow, muft not the Mifchief (till increafe? 
And (hould you bear the Sword in vain in' 
fiich a threatning Jun&urc, and fee the Mik 
chief, and fo plainly trace it back to its Ork 
ginal, and yet ufe no Endeavours to prevent 
it ? Do you complain of the Burthen of your 
Poor ? Do you dread the Fury of an enraged 
Rabble? Reduce Men to a fober and virtuous 
Way of living, and you'll eafe yomv Load, 
and remove your Fears. And c#i you feek 
the Peace and Welfare of your Country ? Can 
you truly love it without giving (Countenance 
to Endeavours for Reformation ? 

And yet I can open to your View a fadder . 
Scene, and bring that into fight that muft 
ftrike you if you have any Pity or Humanity. 
I mean the frequent Condemnations and Ex- 
ecutions that happen in this great City. Can 
Jou that fit in Judgment, or you that affift on 

; filch 
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fuch folemn and melancholy , Occafipns, fee 
the many Criminals that are brought out to 
Trial, and hear the awful Sentence pronouncd 
over fo many, without being moved ? What 
mufi that Heart be made of, that is n<# 
touched with Pity on fo moving a^Qccafioni 
And can you feel any due Compaiftoq (yrring 
in your Breads, and not be\glad tp* prevent 
Things coming to this extremity ? : Let,thefe 
Criminals then fpeak, and they will pwn chat 
Drunkennefs, Profanation of the Lords D^y, 
refort to Houfes of Lewdnefs, a#4 learning 
to blafpheme the Nartie.of God' and Things 
facred, were the 'Introduction to 'their more 
Capital, I can hardly fajr more Criminal^ .En- 
ormities. Let the. Laws. v then be.'putj in. exe- 
cution, and thele Offences puni&eg, and it 
would flop Men in the Beginnings, of a vi- 
cious Courfe, and prevent fuch numerous Ex- 
ecutions. Nemo repente fit Turpi jfirhus.. 

But to all in Power who have any Zeal foe 
the prefent Government, I have another Con- 
fidera'tion yet to offer, to engage their Coun- 
tenance and Encouragement to air Attempts 
for Reformation. When Men gijow corrupt 
in their Morals, and greatly crirnipa/ .and 
vicious in their Lives, they are loft to a true 
Senfe of our Religion and Liberty > and cannot 
be cdncern'd in Principle or Affedipn for a Qor 
vernmenr, defigned "for the •' Pre/ervation . of 
both." Unreftrained Vice will extipguiib all 
generous Sentiments of ^the Dignuy qf^Iu- 
mdne Nature, theGlory of civilized Xf anners> 
and the Peace and Happinefs of a wdfcjregii- 
lated facial Life, Thefe "are thegiea^ }}lef-. 
fines of Liberty which ma^e 'it"^elJbWc: 
< ' ■ . • '^Buc 
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But can this ever be expe&ed from thftfe* 
whofe licentioas Inclinations make them 
chiefly delight in Confufioh and Diforder ? 
Far from endeavouring to maintain the Ble£» 
fings of Liberty, they are at hand, whenever 
wanted, to help on a Mob, . a Tumult, a Se- 
ditious Riot Thefe ate Mfcn to be depen- 
ded on, ready for any Mifchief a bold and 
mtreaguing Head (hall lead them to. 

A Roman Hiftorian has made an Obfetva- 
tionmuch to this Purpofe, on the Method 
Catiline took to ftrengtheq his Confoiracy, 
and that he placed much Hope in the De- 
bauchery and Corrupt State of Rome, when 
he formed his DeUgn to ruin the Liberties 
of his Country. In Tabtd tamque Ctunuptt 
Gvitate, Catilina, id Quod faftu faciUimum erat> 
omnium Flagitioforum dtque Facinmroferum cir- 
cum fe tanquam Stifattrum Catetvas kabebat.- 
Nam quicunque Impudicus, Adulter > Garieo, Alea y 
Manuy Venrte, Pene, Una V atria, laceraverat, qui- 
que alienum as gtahde confladerat, quo Fiagi- 
tium aut Facinus ndimeret;— Pttpremo, mi- 
nes quos Flagitium, Egeflas, Conjcius Animus 
exagitabat, hi Catilin* Proximi Familiarefque 
erant. Quod fi quis etiam a Culfd vacuus in 
Amicitiam ejus inciderOt, quotidiano Vfu atq\ iBe- 
cebris faciti par,Jimitffq; Cater is Efficiebatur. In 
To great and corrupt a City, Cat aline, asheea- 
fily might, got great Crowds of the moft 
wicked and flagitious Perfons to be as it 
were his Guards. For every lewd Wretch, 
that by Gaming, Gluttony, or Luft, had waft- 
id his Patrimony, and contra&ed vaft Debts j 
-^-In a Word, all who were Debauched, Indi- 
gent^ confeious of any heinousCrime,are Cata- 

line's 
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tore's Friends and Intimates. And if any in* 
nocent Perfon. happened into his Acquain- 
tance, he quickly became like the reft. Hit 
Amicii Sociifque Confifus, Catilina, opprimunda 
Reip. CoufiUum Opit. Depending upon thefa 
dear and fore Aflbciates CahfUm formed a 
Pefign to deftroy the Commonwealth. 

How often has this Qbfervation been veri- 
fied fince King G e o % o b s happy Accefiton, 
that Enemies to their Coqatry x are (iire of 
the mod hearty Friends in the vicious andt 
debauched Part of the Nation ? Who have 
been the Rcadieft all along to Infiilt bis Go* 
vernment ; to difturb the Peace and Quiet of 
the Nation under it, both in City and County, 
by Mobs* Riots, and rebellious Infurre&ions, 
but thofe, whom a due Execution of the 
taws againft their other disorderly Pra&ices 
would have laid in the $tocks,or in Bridewell! 
As the Reafon of thi$ is. natural and perpe- 
tual nothing elfe cip tjc expefted from them. 
Their Vices render them irreconcilable Ene- 
mies to Liberty : For true Liberty implies, 
the Prefervation of every Man $ natural and 
legal Rights, and therefore is as much broken 
in upon by the Infolent Licentioufnefs of 
the Vicious, as by the arbitrary Invasions of 
^ Tyrant's Will. And it is as great an Ene- 
xov to all lawlefc and tumultuous. Pradices that 
a&& the quiet and peaceable Enjoyment of- 
what a Man poflefles, as it is to Tyranny,, 
which renders his Right and Poffefiion prec** 
rious ; for which Reafon Vice and Tyranny 
are eafily brought into a Confederacy to de* 
ftroy - . Liberty. 

Now 
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Now it being the Glory of the King's 
Throne, to fupport and be fupportcd by the 
Liberties 1 of a brave People, all who have 
an AflFeftion for either, fhould look upon im* 
moral 'and 1 vicious Perfons, as Confederates 
with the Pretender againft the Crown and 
Government of our gracious King, and alt 
the valuable Liberties of our dear Country. 

There ^ is . yet * greater Reafon why fuch 
Perfons feould be reckoned Enemies of alt 
Religion, and of the Proteftant Reformation 
in particular; and how eafy it is to ftep 
from thence to an Enmity to the Proteftant 
Succeffion, every one may fee. The Prote- 
ftant Doctrine makes real Reformation eflen- 
tial to true Religion, and that in Life and 
Manners, as well as Faith and Worfhip. Now 
this creates unconquerable Averfion to it in 
the Libertine; and why (hould fuch, how 
can they indeed be zealous to fupport a Go- 
vernment, for the fake of preferving a Religi- 
on, to them the moil grievous and infupport- 
able of any ? 

Beiides, Popery has long ufed the accurfed 
Policy of accomodating it felf, as to fome 
Mens Ambition, fo to all Mens Vices. Ho\tf 
well does it 'fait a Libertine to hear of a re- 
ligious Projed that offers an Expedient to re- 
concile a lewd and vicious Life with the 
Hopes of Eternal Happinefs ? To hear they 
may efcape the Sentence and Condemnation 
of God's Law, by the fame Method of Jnte? 
reft or Money, in which, it is to be feared, 
they have often eluded the Laws, of their 
Country ? And though from their own A£i? 
ons tjiey have reafon to fear all the Judg- 
ment 
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ments threatned by God's Law, they may 
yet have what Stock of Merit they pleafe it% 
the Popes general Bank, and fully fecure 
their laft Chance, by Pardons, Indulgences, 
Abfolutions, and Extreme Undions. What 
Rake, or what Strumpet would not join in 
the Cry for High-Church, Popery, and the 
Pretender, when they bring with them the ad* 
mirable Secret of aligning to the Rake the 
Devotion of an Anchorete, and to the lewd 
Woman the Chaftity of a Nun ? No wonder 
fuch Perfons fill the Cry of, No Hanoverians, 
No Low-Church. They would be as ready to 
cry, No Hetefp no Proteftan*; for there is no 
greater Herely to them, than a Do&rine 
which requires Purity of Manners, and vir- 
tuous Anions. 

Have you any Concern then, Gentlemen, 
for the Security of a Government, that is the 
Security of ypur Religion and Liberties ? you 
fee how much it fhould be your Concern, how 
much 'tis your Duty and Intereft, to reform 
the Manners of the People ; to countenance 
and help forward all honourable Endeavours 
of the Societies towards it. Open Vice, 
Immorality, and Prophanefs countenanced 
or unreftramed, are the mod dangerous E* 
nemies to our prefent Eftabltfhmcnt ; the 
great Originals of the many Tumults and 
Riots that have been committed againft us, 
and that great Fondnefs for the popifh Reli- 
gion, and a popifh Pretender, • which hath 
been fo openly declared of late. You cannot 
but fee this, if you will open your Eyes ; 
and how can you anfwer it to your King, 

D your 
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your Country, your Pofterity, to give the leaft 
Difconragement tothofewhogcncroufly labour 
to reform the Age; nay not to give the utmofl 
Encouragement to them, and make their 
Work as eafy as you can ? 

Muft they give over the Attempt becaufe 
you have not Leifure, that is, not Inclination 
to lend them any Help ? And what will be 
the Cobfequence ? Not only great Part of the 
Kingdom, but many other Nations, kindled 
by the Zeal of our Societies, and formed up- 
on their , Model, have gone on fo vigoroufly 
as to be Examples to their Originals. Can 
we, who had the Honour to bring them into 
the Field, defert them in the noble Warfare, 
but to our eternal Confufton and Difgrace? 
And can Magi Urates, who have any Regard 
for Virtue, or Senfe of Religion, from mere 
Indolence and Love to Eaie, lend an band to 
bring .us under this Reproach ? 

Think, Gentlemen, what will become of us, 
if you f offer thefe Societies to be broken or 
born down. For if while they oppofe their 
whole Force, backed with your Authority, it 
is as much as they can do to make an honour- 
able Stand: If the Wretches that debauch 
our Children and Servants, and train up for 
the Gallows, can find Money, Friends and 
Advocates to entangle the Prpfecutions, and 
by increafing the Difficulty and Charge, make 
the Law a Terror to them that do well : If 
thofe Laws that fence about yoijr Property,, 
and guard your Peace,. are fo often violated 
now : If Religion is not only iieglefted but 
infulted, the Sabbath profaned and God blas- 
phemed 
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pheracd ; If Diflblutenefs and Debauchery 
now face the Sun, and often outbrave both 
Heaven and you at once ; Good God ! what 
would it be if there were none to call for Ju- 
ftice ? If there were none to make the Laws 
heard and felt, or Sinners afraid, by the due 
Execution of them, which is their only Signi- 
ficancy ; the Devil would return upon us 
with feven Spirits worfe than the former. All fu- 
ture Attempts for a reforming Society would 
be laught out of Countenance ; and a Flood 
of Iniquity, that has been long fwelling on 
its Dam, would at length bear down all be* 
fore it. Siil would be triumphant: The very 
Laws againft Immorality would become obfo- 
lete, or voted a Publick Nuifance, and Abri dment 
of the Peoples Liberty. Can you call your (elves 
Chriftians ? Can you have any love to Virtue 
or good Manners, and not dread Things co- 
ming to this pafsj or not exert your felves 
to prevent it ? 

Let me urge this one Confideration farther 
upon you, that as the forming thefe Societies 
was one 6f the happieft Omens to the Na- 
tion ; fo their Disbanding, or giving over their 
Endeavours for want of due Encouragement 
from yqa, would be the mod threatning Pre- 
fage of God's giving us up as a People that 
bate to be reform d : over whom he might pro- 
nounce, He that is filthy let him be filthy fiitl % 
or what was fouqerly the. Sentence of an 
abandon'd People, The Jfclkws are burnt ; the 
Lead is confumed in thefpre; the Founder melt* 
eth in vain, for the Wicked are not plucked away. 
Reprobate Silver Jball Men count them, becaufe the 

Lord 
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Lord bath rejeBed them. You fee at whofe 
poor the Rejcdion of your Country is like 
to lye. If you can be content the Weight of 
fuch a Guilt fhould lye upon your felves, we. 
are at a fad pais indeed. The Lord have 
Mercy upon us. 
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CLERGY 

In Relation to the Societies for 
Reformation of Manners^ 

H E ufual Limits of this 
Paper not allowing me 
to proceed on the bit 
Subject, 1 (hail novv ad- 
drers my felf to the Cter- 
gy, as 1 did before to the 
Mtgiftrate, earneftly re* 
qaeftiflg that Reverend 
Body, that they would 
more generally and heartily own and affifl: 

the Societies for Reformation of Maimers. I hope 

the Prefumptiofl of being their Monitor^ tho' 
with Deference and Refpecr, will be pardon'd 
to the Zeal for the Honour of their Order^ 
and the Welfare of the Societies ; as the former 
has met with particular Favour and Regard. 

I think it has already fufficienily appear'd, 

that SttietUs are necefTary to carry on fuch an 

A 2 Undertaking 
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Undertaking as thf tof Reforminga vltiousAge. 
The worthy Societies form'd among Us have 
had cotiffiderabie Encouragement from many of 
the Clergy: I find them particularly animated 
in the laft Atcount of their Progrefs, by the noble 
Paflage of the celebrated Author of the Whole 
Duty of Mm, which I have plac'd in the Title 
Page. The {Wrmoris preach'd to them by 
fome of the Right Reverend ihfKJboff, and 
Others of the Letdwg Clergy, have given them 
;reat Countenance, and had a very good 
rflett. T'h with real Regret I'm fore'd to 
obferve, That rainy of the Younger Meo , 
an2 thofe who have more lately enter'd into 
iiolydrdirs h have conceiv'd Prejudices in thcit 
Midd, and are Iefs friendly difpos'd to them : 
I believe I may fay for them, That no Difc 
cbursgetftents Would be fo great , as thofe 
Which arife from that Quarter. ... . 

I know there are fome, who would not be 
thought tb be againfl: the Reformation it Jelf, 
whd yet fpeak againft the Pre fern Societies ; But 
It were to be wifti'd, fuch Perfons would pro- 
pofe fbme better M*lUl s of produce fome new 
Expedites, &nd fhew more proper Methods 
df Proceeding, than thofe which are now pbr- 
fu'd. If they cannot do tbis, 'tis no In jujtice 
to fuppofe* That they who talk agairift the 
Pnfent Societies, Itt their. Pretentions be what 
they wit), are againft Reformation it felh 

For my bwh Part* I ffluft confefs it appears 
very plain and rational, That thofe Men 
fhould bd efteem'd and valu'd as inoft Service- 
able to the Defign of Reforming our City andt 
Nation, who have known all the Steps taken 
from thd Beginning of fuch a Wo£k ; who 
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are acquainted by Experience with the beft 
Methods of Difcovermg, ConvteHng, and 
Pntilfhidg the virions Part of the World; 
and who have fhewn their Sincerity and pre- 
vailing Concern for publick Morality, when 
it has been to their own Coft, and in ipight 
of the gfcateft Hatred and Oppofition. And 
whoever is acquainted with the Spirit and 
Temper of thefe Societies, would eafily be fen- 
llble, that they would be far from taking it 
affltli to hkve any Miftakes laid before them, 
or have further Counfcl and Advice ofler'd, 
where they are thought in the Wrong, or any 
Aall appear concern'd to fet them Right. 

There is one Thing would be highly plea- 
fing to them, and would very much tend to 
take the Work out of their Hands ; and that 
is, 4 * If the Clergy would more frequently 
u confult with one another for the Good of 
lc Religion;*' Tis the Archbifhopof Cutter* 
hurfs Advice in a Circular Letter Jn 1599. 
w A ftd that the Clergy in their feveral Pariihe* 
* ftould invite the Church-Wardens, and 
" other pious Perfons among the Laity, to 
u joyn with them in the Execution of the 
u moft probable Methods to break any evil 
" Cuftom. Thefe Parilh Meetings arc to be 
u directed and animated by that noble Zeal 
lc Wherewith ft) many in thefe great Cities do 
Ce promote true Piety and Reformation of 
u Manners. " 

And if in thofe Meetings any thin] 
Ihould occur which required further Skill am 
Experience, or more Strength, for the right 
and fuccefsful Management of it-, it (hould be 
etteeffl'd a gteat Advantage to have recoarfc 

to 
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to thefe greater Societies. 'Tis therefore aN 
gu'd in the GrcuUr Letter, w That fi nee our 
44 Lawgivers have ena&ed Temporal Punifh- 
<4 ments on purpofe to afTift in the Difcharge 
44 ofourMiniftry, it would be a great Failing 
44 in us not to make ufe of them, when all 
Cfc other Methods have been tried to no Effe<9:. 
* c Every pious Perfon of the Laity Ihould (if 
44 need be) be put in Mind by the Clergy, 
•* That he ought to think hirafelf oblig'd to 
cc ufe his belt Endeavours to have fuch Offen- 
Cc ders punifh'd by the Civil Magiftrate, as 
44 can no otherways be amended; and that 
44 when he hears his Neighbour Swear, or Blaf- 
<c pbeme the Name of God, or fees him offend 
V in Drunketmefs, or Profanation of tne Lord's- 
* Day, he ought not to ncgUEt to give the Ma- 
u g*ft r * te Notice of it-" Now as there are 
certain Cafes, in which they, who aflbciate ia 
lefler Numbers in each Pari/h,could not (b well 
manage the neceflary Prolecutions of fome 
Immoralities in their own Neighbourhood j fo 
does it make larger Societies (like thofe now 
among Us) the more requifite and defirable j 
that, as Occafions prels, they may be advis'd 
with, and Matters of Difficulty put into their: 
Hands. 

And that every Clergyman is oblig'd thus 
to promote the Profecution of Vice and Im- 
morality, by the very taw of the Land* is evfc 
dent from the Appointment, " To read pub- 
u lickly in their Churches four Times a Year 
44 the Proclamation againft Vice and Propha- 
44 nefs, " To enforce the Obfervation of thii 
Appointment^ the late Bilhop of London, ia 
a Circular Letter to the Clergy in his Diocefs, 

'to* 
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has thefe Words •, €i Would it not be a (hanjp r 
et full Reproach to us, a great Part of whole 
Ci Bufinels it ought to be, to watch againflt 
cc thefe Sins, to be foun^d tardy in thofe Op. 
<c portunities yvhich the Laws have given us, 
H to warn People of their wicked Couries. 
They whQ in Contempt of pll this have be. 
come of fate fo Zealous for the Churchy as to 

Vilify Attempts for the Reformation of Man- 

#ers % muft faife very ftrong Sufpicions, cither 
that they riiean no v^ry v good Church, or that 
Jhey Themfelves are no very good Men. 

A Defign of Reformation and to put a Stop 
to the Impudence of Vice, that boldly bid* 
Defiance lo all the Laws of our Country, a$ 
well as the Laws of God, juftly claifas the 
Countenance and Encouragement of aH Ver- 
tuou? Men, apd .all who wilh well to the 
Peace and Happinefs of the Nation; But 
certainly there is the higheft Rcafbn to expedfc 
from the Reverend Clergy^ ail the Help and 
Affiftance they can give i that They will rea- 
dily join their Hearts and Hands, and im- 
prove all the Advantages their Sacred 
Cha rafter gives them, not only upon all Ac 
counts Common to other Men, but efpecially 
as tis fo much their proper Bulinefs, and the 
great Aim of their Holy Office. 'Tis for the 

!ame End thefe Kertuous Societies propofe to 
'romote in another Way, that they have the 
^Chara&erof Watch-men •, to fpeak in the Name 
of God, to warn the Wicked of his Wicked 
Way, and fave his Life: Of Overfeersj to 
take heed to themfelves and to all the Flock ; 
to feed the Church of God which he hath pur- 
p ha fed with his own Blood : Of Stewards of 

the 
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the Myftcry of God> holding forth the fafchM 
Word as they have been taught, that they 
may be able, by found DoQxine, both to cxhor$ 
and convive* the Gainfayers ; to convince Mea 
aad bring them to cohfent to the Words of qux 
Lord Jefus Chrift ; and the Doftrint which u 
. wording to Godlimfs. 'Tis the more effectual. 
Jy to carry on the feme nfeful and neceffary 
iSefign, They arc compiffiooe&'in fpeajcijog of 

thefe Things to exhort And Rebuh with *ll Au- 
thority^ to enforce and Strengthen their Ex- 
hortations with the higheft Authority of Al- 
mighty God i the awful Powers of another 
World, and all the fingagej&ent which tbf 
Love and Benefits of the Saviour of Mefy 
can lay them under. ' 

As thefe are the Charaj&crs, this the pror 
er Bufinefs of all the Ityinifters of the Qiri- 
. :ian Refigioo^ it plainly Appears they have 
one ahd the fame Genera:! Defign with thefe 
{Societies, however diftind and different the 
Ways may be, wtie'rein they mutually concur 
"with EachOther, to attain it.. And may they 
jiot reafoiiablyexpeft from the Care and Sin- 
cerity, which fo ftrlftly belongs to a religious 
Character, they fhall always Jind theip Ready 
and Zealous to Cipport fo. Excellent a PsGga, 
and help by their poftrine and frequent Ex- 
hortations to make it effeftualr 
' And there is ftill greateY . Reafou for this, 
foecanfe fo great a Part of the DoStritxs 
pf Chrjftianity. do immediately regard the 
Reformation of Mankind; and all of theqi 
toave it fiitally \n their View, as one of tfie 
^Principal Ends and De'figns of the whole. 
Their Judgment and Underjhnding in the 

Wigiqa 
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Religion they publickly teach, will lead Jhem 
frioft frequently to inculcate on Men's Mind£ 
thoffe parts of it which moft frequently occuf 
in the Sacred Writings, and with a Zeal pro- 
portionate to their Weight. They will let 

them know, That every one *who names the Name 
of thrift , is to dep art from Iniquity: That the End 
of the Commandment Is Charity, out of a pure Hearty 
and of a good Confcience, and Faith unfeigned % 
knowing that the Law is not made for a righteout 
Man, hut for the Laftlefs And Dlfobedient, for thh 
Vngodly and for Sinners, for the Vnholy and Pro* 
fhane, &C. 

Whenever they explain the common Faith 
of Chriftians, how can they omit putting thent 
in mind, whom they would faithfully inftruflf, 
That Paith without Works is dead ; and letting 
them fee in the Example of Abrahkm, Hop 

Faith wrought with his Works, and by Works was 
Faith made perfect ; and fairly acquainting them, 
The? they have all Faith, [o that they could remove 
Mountains, and have no Charity ,(that Love which 
is the fulfilling of the Law) they ark nothingZWheft- 

ever they warm the Hopes of their Hearers, 
and fet before them the glorious Profpefl: or 
an happy Immortality, and eternal Life ; will 
they not at the fame time tell them, That this 
Hope belongs to rhem who by patient Gnju&r Qmfanu 

ance in Well-doing feekftr Glory, 4nd Honour, and 

Immortality? W til ihey not take the Advantage* 
fo ftrong and prevalent a Motive gives them* 
to animate all who have fuch a Hope in therfl 
to bchatfe as becomes themfelves in fuch a Cha- 
YadUr, and with fuqhian fixpe&ation ; topurify 
themfelves as he is pure : And according to the 
Inftruftions the Grace of God which bringeth Sal- 
vation, teaches, That .v* denying Vngodlinefs and 

B Wtfttiy 
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Worldly Lufts, wejhould livefoberly, righteoufiy^ani 
godly in this prefent Worlds looking for that bleffei 
ffopc, and the- glorious Appear awe of the Great God 9 
and our Saviour Jefus Chrijfr 

Whenever they open to their View any thing 
of the Perfe&ion or Happincfs of that blefled 
State and Place where they are to enjoy the 
Promife of eternal Life, can they forget 'tis a 
Place wherein dwttleth Happinefs ; and that there 
fhall in no wife enter into it any thing that defiUthy 
neither whatfoever worketh Abomination* When 

on the other Hand, They awaken Men's juft 
Concern'^ the Apprehenffonof evcrlaflingand 
infupportable Mifery j will they not faithfully 
tell t he m,T ha t this Wrath of God is reveatd again ft 
Vnrighteoufnefs : That the Fearful, and Vnbe~ 
lieving. and the Abominable, and Murderer s 9 and 
Whoremongers, and Sorcerers, and Jdolators, and 
aULyers, fhall haves their Portion in ihe Lake which 
\burneth with Fire and Brimftone, which is the Ji* 
cond Deatli Thus as all the weighty Princi- 
ples of Chriftianity, and warmeft Motives of 
our Religion, center all in this-, To difcouragp 
and diffwade all Wickednefs and Vice, to 
encourage and promote all Holinels and Ver- 
tue. They who are engag'd in the Work of 
Reformation, may reafonably promife themfelves 
a great deal of Help from all the good Im- 
preffions the pious Eloquence of the Clergy 
can make upon their Hearers Minds: And 
'efpecially as they have it in Charge from the 

Jreat Preacher and Apoftle, This U a faithful 
ayingy and thefe Things I will that thou affirm con- 
jtantly , That they who have believed in God jhould 
be careful to matnttln good Works : Thefe Things 
are good and profitable unto Mtn \ and have the 

higheft and raoft honourable Precedents all 

along.. 
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along, Noahj the firfi Preacher of Rlghteoufrrtfs^ 
warned the old World bf their general Cor- 
ruption : Juft Lot was vexed With the filthy 
Converfation of wicked Sodom : The Prophet? 
are every where fired with a facred Zeal againft 
the Immoralities of the Jews : The holy Af?± 
ftleh Spirit was moved within hirti at the ftupid 
Idolatry of the Athenians : The Son of God 
himfelf, the Appftte and High Friefi of our Pro- 
ftffidrij never 4pJ>ear 7 d fo ftvere, as a&inft 
open Profanation 3 nd fcandalous Vices otMeo 
pretending td Religion. 

A vigorous Promoting the Reformation of 
Mamters worild be a confidcrable Means to ief- 
fen the Occaflon of the more fevere Parts of 
the Difcipline of the Church, and has a Ten- 
dency to reftore and ftrengthed it. The Want 
of a Godly Difcipline^ as in the Primitive Times, 
is once a Year lamented. But what would 
you do? Sufpend and Excommunicate the 
greater Part of the Parifh ? There's no root^ 
for Difcipline, where Vice has the Majority 
by fo many Odds •, and if it were to be Im- 
partial, the Minifter muft beforrily attended. 
Corruption is too epidemical, and you don't 
know where it will end. The Fear offending 
People to the Vifftnters, I doubt is but a Pre- 
^nce \ for , If I am rightly informed , they 
exercife a ftri&er Difcipline than the Ghurch \ 
ind would not be likely to receive one who 
has pafs'd the Churches Cenfures for Immo- 
rality, without Evidence of Repentance. 

The lefler Caufes of Excommunication , 
firch as Non- Appearance upon Citation, ndt 
fobmittiug to the Iojundions of the Court for 
Coils of Suit aftd Proctors Fees, Striking in a 
Church, &c will hardly be thought Mrftet* 

B ^ f6r 
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for which Men ftiould be given to the Devil: 
For thofe which may be thought more near- 
ly to endanger the SouU as Incontinence^ Per* 
Juryj Idolatry, &£• the bed Way to prevent 
them^ is to afiift in the Work of Reformation 
'of Manners. 'Tis Vice , as often as fret Think* 
ing, which leads Men into Uett fy. You have 
often told tis from the Pulpit, That Men firft 
fcontraft vitious Habits, and then feek out for 
Principles to fupport them \ and there is many 
a Man, who, had his Manners been reform'd, 
Iris Paflions regular, and Lulls fubdu'd, would 
never have gone into thofe Opinions which 
were necelTary for the Eafe of his Mfnd % and 
which he would never have maintained if he 
had not needfed them, and were more needful 
to him as a vitious Man, than deeffive of his 
heretical Chara&er. 

It' mtift be the Burden of your Souls to ex- 
communicate Perfons, whom you really think 
to be thereby turned out of the Kingdom of 
God. It muft be more fp ftill, if upon Re- 
flection you difcem, That the Sentence might 
have? been prevented, by affifting more early 
to reform their Manners. Prevention is better 
than Cure'h and the Maxim is ftill more re- 
gardable, where the Method of Cure has fome- 
thing in it extreamly painful •, For the Dcftrt** 
Ition of the Flejh, that the Spirit tyay he faved in 
-the Day of the Lord. I know the Head of Ex- 
communication and Difcipline is a common 
.Topick of Raillery, and lies too open to it : 
But who arfe the Men that treat it with Con- 
tempt as a Brutum fulmen, and are ready 
to fay, Deliver m from theJaylor y (who indeed 
has no more Part or Lotin riiisMat rer by the 
kaws of the Gofpe}, than Simon A£>gvs had in 
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the Holy Ghoftj and weU venture the Devil t 
Who are the Defpifers even, of all that is ft- 
rious in it, but thofe whom your felves have 
not affifted to reform ? 

You often complain from the Pulpit, and 
-very juftly too, of the Number of thofe who, 
like the Philijtine* defy the Living God. laugh 
at Religion, infult you and your Miniftry,: 
Help us to reform thefe Men's v it ions Lives, 
or ceafe to complain of their Outrage, You 
may Preach and Write to Perpetuity ,and Think 
and Speak with Accuracy and Eloquence } you 
may go on to do fo long enough, for any thing 
I fee, unlefs by helping on the Reformation, you 
difpofe Men to fome tolerable Capacity of 
being the better for what you fay. Other 
.Endeavours to reform the World will ftill be, 
1 fear, without this among the Labour's in vain. 
The White Sheet comes too late, after inordi- 
nate Lulls, Senfuality and Lewdness, hav£ 
put Men upon getting rid of fuch Principles as 
would not let them be eafy. To turn Men 
out of the Church, will be no Heart-breaking 
Thing to them who never cared to come into 
if, and to be kept from the Sacrament, no 
very great Affli&ion to one that would not 
come at it but for hisCommiflion, and then 
you muft look to it how you refufe him. 

There is, indeed, a Canon in the Church 
which obliges Minifters to keep off the notori- 
pufly Wicked .• * No Mnifter fljall in abywife 
admit to the Receiving the Holy Communion any of 
%is Cpre or Flock-, which he openly knows to live in 
Sin without Repentance, nor any who have mallei" 
tivjly and openly contended with their Neighbours* 

until 
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mntil they fhatl be reconciled. Nor any Church* 
warden or Side/man^ who hiving taken their Oaths 
H ftefm to their Ordinary afffuch publlck Offences 
4t they Mr* particularly charged to enquire of ih 
their feveral Parijhes-, (mtwithjtandmg their [aid 
Odthsj ami that their fdithful Difchargt of them 
is the chief Me mi tohtrtby publhck Sim and Of ends 
may he reformed and ftotifhed) wittingly and nil* 
■littgly^ defperately and irreligioujly, incur the hom- 
rible Ctime of Perjury, eithtr in negleSing or ri- 
fajlng to fttvtm fuch of the faid Enormities and 
fublick Offences, M thiy knot* themfelves to be com- 
mitted in their faid Patifhtt, Set. 1 1 would make 
fiich Injunctions fit more eafy upon them, and 
be more confident* and lefs needful, if every 
Clergyman who is thus obliged, by his Dili* 
gence towards Reformation in his Parifh, ibould 
be able to (hew, there are none fuch who are 
notoriouflj Wicked. 

I own if exaft Prefentations were made ac- 
cording to th* Canon, they are bound by 
the Prefent Gdnftitution to carry them into 
the Spiritual Cotirts, and what becomes of 
them when they afe lodg'd there, all the 
Wotld knows* 'Tis th* Grief and Com- 
plaint of the Veftuoos Clergy, that inftead 
of impofing Ibitable Penances, Money fhall 
be extorted, by tboft who have (hewn, that 
'tis not only in Italy, that Indulgences are fet 
to fale i but among the Reformed too, Men 
tnay be allowed to ruin their Sonh, and go 
to Hell very quietly, if they will but pay 
Tole at a certain Place for their Paflage. 

The Majgiftrate's poriifhing open Vice, and 
the Societies formed to affift him in it, can 
never be thought an Encroachment upon 
#h« Church's Pecullum, fince the Magiftrate 

only 
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only confiders thefc Things as afeSling tkt 
Puklick Good : And as Members of the Civil 
Community, that Publick Good is what you 
wilh for too, and are equally bound to con- 
tribute to as much as you can in your owqi 
Station. Tou indeed arc no? to refl: here, but 
*im at fomething farther * to exalt Mens Prin- 
ciples and Motives into 9 Religious Quality^ 
and carry their Views into another World as 
much as you can : 'Tis in this Light I would 
always read that Part of the Form of Or- 
daining Priefts i * Wherefore confider with your 
[elves the End of your Miniftry towards the Chil- 
dren of Gody towards the Spoufe and Body of 
Chrifty and fee that you never ceafe your Cure* 
Labour and Diligence^ till you have done all that 
lieth in you according to yew bounden Dvty t t* 
bring all fuch as are or Jhall be committed to your 
Charge, unto that Agreement in Faith and Know 
ledge of God, and to that Ripenefs and TerfeQie* 
of j^ge in Chri(t % that there be no Plate left 4- 
mong you , either of Error in Religion or V 1- 

TIOUSNESS OF L I F £. 

You muft affift us in the Reformation, not 
only that Sacred Adouniftrations may be the 
more EfFe&ual, but lefs Burdenfome to your 
own Minds : For according to the Do&rine of 
the Church, Unreformed and Notorious Sin- 
ners have no Right at all to partake of the 
Sacrament : She appoints the Curate to f ad- 
vert I fe and admonljh fuch as thefe, that in any 
wife they prefume not to come \ no not in H any* 
wife y tho' a Commiffion depends upn it. In 
her Exhortation flie tells us, that it is to he 
adminiftred only tothofe who are Devoutly and 

Religiovfly 
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Keligioujly dijfofed. And if any who do not 
repent of their Sins, but live in them with- 
out Amendment, come to the Commtmion, 

it does nothing elfe but * increafe their Damna- 
tion. And we are told, that Perfons who live 
in Variance and Contention, or in any known 
Sin, mutt not be admitted, becaufe 'tis contra- 
ry to the Communion of the Body and Blood of 
Chrifti and that fuch Perfons Drink Damnation 
to Themfelves. u e. as the Church explains it* 
•f Difeafes, Death, and the Wine of Gods Wrath, 

Is it not Matter of the deepeft concern to fct 
Men guilty of the higheft Impurity, thruft- 
ing forward to the Holy Communion, who 
ought rather to be driven from iOr Some who 
but a few Hours before were venturing their 
Lives in the Quarrel of a Strumpet ; Others 
who fpent thelaft Night in Revelling and 
Drunkenefs * Others who juflf before the 
Communion were Belching out Oaths and 
Curfes, and fbon after the Benedi&ion is pro- 
nounced, win pour out whole Vollies of them 
again ; mull it not be with a Pa (Donate Grief 
that a Good Minifter fees the Holy Bread and 
Wine touched by fuch polluted Hands, and 
'unhallowed Mouths, efpecially when there is 
reafon to fear, as the Church dire&s, *Uft the 

Devil Jljould enter into them as he did into Judas, 
to fill them full of all Iniquity and bring them to 
Deftruttion of Body and Soul* And while yott 
have any Regard to the Honour of God Al- 
'mighty, the Purity of his Sacrament, and the 
real good of Mens Souls, you muft needs ap- 
prehend it Neceflary to affift in reforming 
the Manners of Men, and that we jnay not 
] " always 

' "-7 — — ~— —-—--—_— — ^ 
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always lye under the fevere Refle&ion which 
the A'. B. ofSpalato once paffed upon us, Thatht 
fax*, nothing reformed among tis but our Doblrine 

TPis to : be hoped the Laws will eafe you of 
one Occafion of burdenfomfe Refleftion on this 
Point, and that you will concur towards the eaf- 
i'ng your own Minds as to others, by fuch a Re- 
formation as may leave none of fuch a Charaftet 
to fhelter Themfelves under, and pollute you* 
Altars : And without this the niceft Compofi- 
dns and the fierceft Zeal, will fcarce be fufficient 
to fupport the Church : It will ftand as totter? 
ihg a$ the Ark of God did formerly in Vzjmh^i 
Cart V for rather than not make Trovlfion for 
the flefh to fulfill the Lufis theredf, They'll turti 
pur very Churches into Taverns, and DrinK 
Wine like Belfiaizer with his Concubines in the 
^d Soxpefs of the Temple: And as rriuch as we abr 
Tior the Remembrance of their being heretofore 
tnrrted' into Stables* they will then be filled 
With the worfe Sort of Beafts of the, two. f 

There is nothing more Delirable in it felf* 
Or more Neceflary to the Common Intereft, then 
Vnion among Proteftants: It conies nowref- 
tommended to us- froni the. Throne with>a wife 
and 'generous Concern, and 3 ti4 certainly the 
Duty ! 3nd Intereft of all the . Minifters of the 
Printe 'of Peace to cccho to the Royal Voice, and 
frarfue fo Noble a Defign. We may learn the 
proper Methods from our Enemies. The Steps 
they take to Dcftrdy the Reformation will fug- 
'gefl: the Counter Methods in wiiich we mnft di£ 
appoint them- Now the chief of their Engines 
Is to divide and debauch us > to fet us together 
by th£ Ears, and ruin our Morals. And theft 
Engines help Each other in their Operation- 
By dividing and Engaging us in fierce Conten- 

- C 7 . . tioris, 
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tions, they bring on a Negleft of Morality, and 
make us firft Cold to Each other and then Fierce 
and Cruel. 'Tis an cafy, tho' 1 cannot fay a juft 
Inference, that if Men of Vertue and Sobriety, 
and great Pretenders to Religion, (hall tear and 
worry one Another with a Scandalous Rudnefti 
and brutifh Rage ; a good natur'd Sot or Sen* 
iualift, who does no body any Harm, and only 
purfues his Pleafures at his own Colt, a&s his 
Part with the greater Irtndcence of the two* 
In the Heat of an angry Difpute a favourite 
Opinion .or Pra&ice looks (b Con fide rablc and it 
tho't fo Important, that Mens Vices are over* 
looked and countenanced, if they can be brought 
into the Service and made to promote it \ and to 
the infinite Scandal of the Reformation and 
hardening Multitudes in their Sins, a Debau- 
chee or an Atheift, who neyer owns a God> but 
by Swearing profanely by his Name, pafles for 
a Cbriftian, and is thought a fupport of a Chrifti- 
' an and Divine Eftablifhment. 

On the other Hand, Corruption of Manners 
tars a manifeft Influence to wideii and perpetuate 
our Differences. A loofe and fenfual Mind will 
always have a iecret Enmity at Religion and Re- 
formation, tho! a loofe and Debauched Life is 
'only at open Defiance with it \ and fuch Men will 
eafily fall in with 4ny thing to ftop the Progrefs 
pf it, and rnn eagerly into needlefs Difputes, 
which are always found fo fatal to it. Perhaps 
they fometimes find their own Account in other 
Peoples Quarrels add ferre thecafelves of the 
Paflions and Follies of thofe abofct them : Thus 
Worldly Politiciaris,who have a ftcret Contempt 
of all Religion, can yet manage a religiousContea- 
tion with great Dexterity ,to reach their wretched 
Ends. Many Vices have a naturalTendency to 

enflamc 
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eiiflanie MensPaflions, and kindJ* JRcfcntroeijt 
and Rage ; and they who hate all the Ties of 
real Religion, and yet cannot raze out all religi- 
ous Impreflions from their Minds, wjU e^fily 
fall into fuch Meafures as they think .will atone 
for their Crimes, and compound for their other 
-Enormities. 'Tiseafy for a Head inflamed with 
Wine or Loft, to get into a feavourifh Zeal for 
;a Pli3ntonle or a Sfnadqw, and run .upon all Qf 
a different Mind with fierce Indignation and 
Rage* 'Tis cOriMionly feen in religions Quar^" 
rels, thofe of tft£ Ieaft Religion, as well as Know- 1 / 
'ledge, are the moft* furious Zfafoj^while the wi(e^* n • 9 
and Good, have larger Views and aje ,more 
Temperate iri difpritable Matters. Every pm 
■knows that Corruption of Manners was always 
thought thelikelicft Expedieat.to make Men fit 
looft to their Principles, and prepare the Way 
■to a foreign Religion-, and thofe. of our Princes 
jwho discovered the greateft Inclination to P.opry % 
*ha¥e fliewed the leaft Regard to the Virtue ajid 
Merality of the People.. and the. greateft Readi- 
vselS to humour and indulge, their Vices. 
' The Corruption of our Morals is at prefent 
the' great Difturber of our Quiet, the, great Dixi- 
* def of Proteftants, and the moft mtfehievous in- 
-ftrument of bur religious Quarrels : Coiild our 
Vices be fuppreft, ourP^fJ?^»j.wQuld cool, and our 
Quarrels ceafe ; we (hould again look upon one 
-another with Kindaefs, and fhew a moregeneral 
Regard to the common Good--, mutual Converfa- 
tiort and Acquaintance together, would abate 
' our (Prejudices,, and <foften our 'Minute. If , our 
ZeaJ was united in an hearty Opposition to the 
common Enemy ©fall Religion,. we fhould; fcarce 
beat Variance -a boot lcfler Matters,. in. which we 
•mig&t happftf to differ : For 'til hot .Bifagreemwt 
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in Opinion, but 'Vifcord and' Caktmion abfttftjj;, 

"which does the Mifchief, and lays us open fpftur 

common Enemies, who have then found us ?p 

teafy Prey to themfelves, when they had firft.ery- 

"gaged lis in Quarrels among our ftlyes, Nothing 

would be mote effectual to unite tbe Loyqrsqf 

Piety and Vmue, than an hearty Concurrence 

in this glorioos' Defign ; becaufe 'tlst what; they 

are all agreed in already, and would fo natural^ 

-tend to bring them nearer to ohe 3flotJiei\. , Aitfl 

Ihall the Miniftefs of Peace and Aflefters <&Vnl- 

jry,need to be entreated to bear dieir Part,o^even 

let the Example of a welUtemper'd Zeal, ip.Jp 

good a Matter ! To (hew themfelves i^ovgrs : qf 

Vertue, and -Friends of Mankind, in the. Iqtp 

tereft of their Country and their Prince, and the 

Strength'and Gtery of the Church? . : 

> They who bear a fincete AfFe&ian tot Religion, 

: and the Mhiifters of it,- carindt but defire yQW 

2eal in this Service, becaufe thfcy apprehend it 

-lb great a Mean* of retrieving the Refpeft : dy^ |fo 

-the Sacred Order ^ and filencing tbe Repi\93ph^s 

"which ill Men aretfeady to throw uponitoTbgy 

"tatf-rfee haWCtergyrnenxan'be unconcern 'd, 

without* betfaying their Truft,. or fo mtygb-'as 

-tool, without* Scandal •, .' bccanfe nothing) & fo 

' t>ppbfite to: the Intereflrs of i their Matter 3s Vice 

**fcnd Prophanefcyand feem.to ftave a Right. to 

'conclude," That he' who is 'not -with rhemi W this 

r 'Matter, is dgtotoft ihcm,*n& can hardly be efteehikl 

• a Frienddf Ghrift's Religion. •■ ; : - - u. r 

;« You cannot but be fenfihte, Gentlemen* tteye 
" is rid Way &f effeftual to viagmfy yjiur Offivpy&K* 
" Vigorous Ptarfijic of the proper Ends of it % afic} 
t nothing certainly can have art odder AfpeQj,tb^rl 
- for thofewhofe very Office js to be' Reformers 

* 6f Mcnj.to'difcouatenancsxaDy.ifegular finder 
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yours to promote the fame End. If People $£[ 

a Clergyman all a Fire in Defence of an abftrufe 

Speculation, in behalf of the Power of the Church, 

or r a meer Ceremony, which has notbhy intri&fic 

'Goodnefs in it, but cold and indifferent in the 

Support of Vertue and indifptitable Goodnefs*-, 

;1ibw is it pofilble to-efcape the Reproaches' of thfe 

People ? Thekaft which can befaid, is, " Thrft 

ct fuch a Man a&s quite out of Chara&er : " Anfcl 

jthere is no Way to prevent others fr6m g6ing 

farther, and faying, That he"** more in carneft 

for fecuring a fervile Dcpendance upon the Prief|- 

hood, than-fbr the Honour.of his Matter, or the 

Good of Mankind in both Woflds. ,^ 

You often a hack Vice with great Eloquence 

and Strength in'your publick Diftourfes ; but I 

: 86xibt thefe' will rather be turnM tfponyou, than 

'befetviceable to the Interests of Veftfte, if you 

^Jhbuld be obferv'd to difcounterrantfe the'Magi- 

#ratc in his Endeavours to reftraJn tfie ExorW* 

: tance of Vice •, or fail to excite him to his' Daily 

in that which is undoubtedly his Province by Con- 

,'fent of All, as the Patron of the Publick Goocl : 

Especially if you fhouW difcoyer a Readinefs^t 

" the fame Time to call in his Afflftance in Matters 

of 'lfefs Confequcnce, and where your felves have 

a inh^e immediate Ihtereft, and in Cafes 'wherein 

' at lealt it is not To clear that the'Magiftratd has 

' an Authority/ ' ; 

/As you 3re for the moft Part liberally fupported 

. by the publick, and have a la?ge Share in the 

Revenues of the Community } 'tis fuppos^d'thlat 

yon are a very beneficial >Part of it, aid 

tapable by your tnfluenc^of a great deal of Sejr- 

vfctf'tn iti And whhwt Qvieftion you' are (b, ,foy 

' Ihe' R«.kyoir'hoJd, the CHarafter you bear, the 

/Opportunities' you have of befog heard and i> c . 

* ( ' : ./* : ;,: ;;/ f " ' ; - ! ■■•'•' * -g*rd?d 
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garded by all Sorts of People, arid the Learning and 
-Good Sehfe yt>u are Mailers of. But allow me to fay, 
'That People will not fail to make invidious Reiiecti- 
Jdns, fhoufldOlergymen appear fo unconcern *d, I. fay 
•aiot .now for rthe Wqbovu 1 of th^eir Matter, but the 
;Good of the Community, to which they are under 
fo manv Engagements, as not to countenance and 
4'orward all the Ways they can, the Societies for Re- 
-fottnation. 

•On the other Hand, Your Zeal fqr Reformation 

.would fecure Refpect both from Good and 111 Men. 

Next to Integrity of Mind, nothing is more highly 

. efteem'd among the truly Good, than Zeal for uft- 

'-queftionableGoodnels ; to be 'Leaders and Guides of 

others in Paths of (Difficulty,* and encourage and ai)i- 

'inate every vertuous Attempt : And 'tis the ilrongeft 

• Appeal to the Confctenq? of ill Men^ and always; fixes 

tjft fecret'ReyejFeno^,ev«f where it don't extort an op^n 

, AekitowJedgpient. This wopldrraife theCredjt of the 

jQergy.to.a greater Height, and make all their Hp- 

2iQUrs- thought reafopable and deferv'd : They would 

t>e efteeni a the great Patrons, as well as Examples of 

Ve-ftue, and the BleiBng and Delight ofthe ; Chriftian 

World. 

: I only ask a Moments Patience of this Ventraile 

^Hody for a'flrrgle buggeftion farther r The Succefs .of 

^Preaching depends, fo much upon the Temper of the 

° Hearersj that ^nothing i& mpre ^remarkable, tbap tj?e 

i:i3iibrent;Bfte6teof ifc according, to the diiierent JWf- 

?. #pfiwri:C>f tbe -SpJbj^t. TheXajpe Good Seed in\t]he 

Parablejmifcarry'd upon the Stony Ground* and among 

' 7%ornS) *ndky, tks Way $de.> wniclvtook Root,, and 

. became fruitful upon the Good Ground; a kindly -and 

proper Spit ;. which is explain'dby an boneft ana &ood 

; Heart. The Vertupus and'Well-difpcrfed among the 

h $ews, who KvM up to the Difpenfation they were 

• under, and maintain'd the-Expdftititfn i)f the Mejfiafr, 

V ivere Mightily difpos*d to ■ deceive the.^ Chriftian D<>- 

-; ferine : And we lind she IPrideiand Prejju$Ge v t|ie 

. . Cdvetoufnefs and- Qppreffw;of c the. Scribes find P<ha- 

! rifees, lead them to r*je& the Doctrine of tfie Cofpcl, 

preach d 
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preach 'd by Chrift himfeif and his Apoftles. And 
among the Gentiles, as many as uere ordain' d to eternal 
Life,, believed, i. e. prepared and let in order for - It i 
1 hey who were fober-minded^and iincerely defirous to 
know the Truth, readily entertain'd and embraced it, 

Immorality and Wickednefs of Life Will always iri- 
'difpofe and prejudice the Mind againft the belt En- 
deavours for their Good. Open and profligate Sin** 
ners feldom attend the Fublick Worlhip, and live ill 
the ordinary Neglect of all the Offices of Religion : 
7 hey are eafily detained and diverted from paying 
any Regard to the wife and rational Dlfcoutfesifor their 
Conviction ; the warm and ferious £xbbrrations td 
Holinets, which arc bell fitted to imprefs their Mindi 
and difpefe them to Vertue. The accurate Pains and 
earnek Concern of the pious Clergy is totally loft to 
fuch Men who are not only out of the Reach, but out 
of the Hearing of it too. And it may well ftrike any fer- 
ious Mind with a frightful Horror, That the proper 
Seafonof Divine Worfhip is, to many purpofes of Wick- 
ednefs, thought the move convenient Seafon ; and the 
Leifure and Retirement of others for the Service of 
Godj to favour and countenance thdr own Violence 
and Excelles-: And how many at the GaBows date 
their Ruine from Ncglefis and Prophanation of the 
Lord's-Day? 

Or if they are led by Cufttwn or Fafliion, or any 
Circumflance of Convenience to the PbWick Worfhip, 
their Vices and Wickednefs indifpofe them to due At- 
tendance, or to receive the proper Advantage ; they 
are uneafy under the Means of their own Ctoviftion, 
and what has the greateit Tendency to awaken and 
reclaim them, raifes the greateft Oppolition and Dif- 
like : Every one who doth evil, hattth the Light ; neither 
cometh to the Light, left his Deeds jhould be reproved. 
This leads Men to fo much Irreverence and Negledt, 
to fuch fcandalous Indifference, and even Wamonnds 
of Behaviour in the Houfe of God, to the great Re- 
Reproach of religious Afiemblies, and Grief of pious 
Minds. This Em them witti Vanity and Prejudice in 
the moft fdemn Service, fortifies them againft any 

Impreflion 
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Injprefllon of Goodnefs, and difpofes them to th*' 
meaneft Cavils, and to fport with the final left Miflakei 
So the excellent Labours of the Mjnifters of Religion 
are as eftectually defeated, with refpeft to many who 
are prefent, as. to thofe who aire abfent, and perhaps 
they are the lefs criminal of the two. 

But how effectual Refiraints upon open Wickedftefy 
reducing Men to. common Sobriety, making Vice o- 
dious and unfashionable, difcountenancifcg and punifh; 
ipg it wheri it grows incorrigible, would be found aft 
tappy Expedient to prepare Men for Attendance to 
Religious Offices, and receive the fpiritual Benefit of 
them. Then we might hope to fee our Churches and 
Altars more frequented ; a vifible Face of Rever£ncfc 
and Devotion in all the Parts of Divine Service; and 
a grater EffeS of Good ift the Lives of Men : That 
the Golden Age (hculd be reftored to the Chrifliah 
World, and that blefled State, the new Heavens and 
new Earth wherein dwelleth Righteoufnefs, commence: 
That Purity aud Love (hould prevail and triumph 
.over Vice and Uncharitableiiefs ; and our Jerufakrn 
become the Praife and the Pattern of all the pious 
Earth, and a lively Emblem of the New Jeriifalem 
.which is Above. 

Upon the Whole; I can't imagine it is more pro- 
perly the Bufinefe of the Chriftian Magi : fir ate, than *its 
of the Clergy, to promote Reformation of Manner*,. 
tho* the Reafon of their Concern is different; and 
they have a mutual Subfervienee to one another, the 
Magjftrate,' by punifhing open Wickednefs, prepares 
Men to receive the Benefit erf their Inftru&ions ; and 
the Inftru&ions of the Clergy render their Authority 
the more regarded, and their Carredtions the more 
efte&ual. I leave this Excufe for the bolcteft Venture 
I ever made, with this folemn Proteft, That it may 
meet with no Acceptance, if 'tis not ilncerely directed 
to ferve the greateft Good. 
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AUTH O R. 




Have endeavoured to gratify 
the Gentlemen who have ho- 
noured me With their Let' 
ters, by devoting a Paper 
now and then intirely to 
their Service, and have had 
the Pleafure to underftand 
that I gratifyed my Readets at the fame 
time. I have taken the Liberty, with which 
I hope none of my Correfpondents ate dif- 
pleas'd, and which feveral of them have ex- 
prefslv given me, to chufe among their Pa- 
pers fuch as I thought might belt ferve the 
Publick, and to fend them abroad in that 
which appear'd to me the moll conveni- 
ent Juncture. For, this rcafon Thofe who 
might expect to find their own kind and 
A a valuable ' 
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valuable Contributions to the Deiign inferr- 
ed here, will not reckon themfelves negle&ed 
becaufe they are poftpon d, to make room 
f0r thofe of a freftier Date in the follow- 
ing Colle&ion ; fince tbefe are upon Sub- 
jects* that engage the prefent Attention of 
raoft People who are converfant with let- 
ters, -or Lovers of their Country. 




I. To the Author of the Occafional Paper- 

SIR, i Jan. ip. .1717-18. 

HpHere is a Pamphlet lately come out, call'd, 

•*■ The Church of England. AW; Memorial ; 

Or the Hijiory of Comprehenfion and Toleration ; 

which it is wifh'd you would take fome N6- 

J tice of. Not that I am apprehenfive of its 
needing fiich a Pen as yours to atifwer it, 
but that it requires ftjch an Opportunity as 
you have of Expofing ic more JEffe&ually to 
the World, than an unexperienced and pri- 
vate Writer could pretend to do. The Man 
feems to be in a mighty Pajjion; He ii per- 
fectly raving at the Thought of the Se&aries 
being admitted to Serve the State \ and in fuch 
a dreadful Fright for the Eftablijh'd Church, that 
He has nothing before his Eyes but Deftru- 
Uiony inevitable DefiruQion, if any ' Diffenter 
flaould ever be allow'd to bear a Civil Office. 
This flaming furiota Piece was occalion'd, by 
what one would expeft (hould have had a 
more graciom Effefi ; even by His, Ma/efty's 

• . •. late 
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late ntofl Graciom Speech* as he tells us in his 
Title. He Teems outfagious, that Grace fhould 
be Extended to Any but Rebels, and Nonjurors' i 
And in this Fit the Man has Confidence e- 
nough to propofe his Rants to the Considera- 
tion of Both Heufcs of Parliament. . And trad- 
ing that He has to do with People who knpw 
as little of Htflorj as Himfelf, . He holfls up to' 
their Nofes in his Title Page Quotation, a 
Paflage of Heylins, that almoft every othet\ n ,y 
Hiftory contradi&s, and that has been con- 
futed from the mod Authentic Accounts, and. 
by the beft Writers over and over. , ^ 

The Quotation runs thus, Let m remember 
that thofi who now cry out Jo loudly for Birth-right} 
and Liberty of Confcieme, are the Spawn of that Old 
Crew, who caused theje Nations to fwtm in Blood* ^m . 
■ " Pray let this Memon alr f know from One ^ ^ttkt+s. 
that is acquainted with as many Dijfenters as *, uUbuJt) 
He feems to be with Nonjurors, that t ^jfl M fJ i I m4 . 
war me ft oi the Dijfenters amongft my Acquam-*^/^^^^ * 
tance, are fuch 4# are come off from the Church 
of England ; and who have been the more ef- 
fectually riveted in their Dlffention by fuch 
wretched Writings as his: Whilft many of 
thofc, who have lately a&ed at the Head of 
this Hiftorians Faftion, are the Spawn, and De- 
fendants of that Old Crew, Hey I in (peaks of. 
As for Caufing thefe Nations to fwfm in Blood, I 
wifli you would inform this doughty Hlftori* 
an, from one of the bed Hiftories extant in 
the Euglijb Language, ( I mean Rujbworth's Col* 
lefthns ; ) That the rirft Found at/on and Spring 
of our after Miferies, and Bioodjbed, was the 
Kings marrying * Daughter of France, and 
Signing private Articles in favour of the 

Ca- 



6 Letters to the Author. 

Catholicks*; and all alpng proceeding more 
upon their Counfels, and for chefr Intereft* 
than was Confident with the Safety of a Pro- 
teftant Nation f. Tell him it was owing to 
the wicked Managements of fueh Favourites 
as Buckingham^ and his Adherents! and to 
the Preaching of fuch Priefts as Mandating and 
, Stbtborp* Tell him it was owing to a^Star* 

Chamber and High Commtflton Court ; and in my 
Lord Clarendons own Words, to unjuft Proje&s 
of all kinds, that were fet on Foot: Pray put 
this Man in mind of the Irljh Majfacre, when 
he would po/nt at thofe who made thefe Nati- 
ons fwlm in Blood: And once more repeat to 
him, what has fo often been mention 'd, the 
Words of the Parliaments Declarations, when 
there were not above four of the SeBartes in 
\m*l f|r the Houfe : c That fr6m the beginning of his 

* MajeftyV Reign FKcre rf fia3"l>een a malignant 
~\T ^ * anc * pernicious Defign of Subverting the 

* **r*\* 1 * Fundamental Laws and Principles of Govern- 

€ racnt, upon which the Region and Juftice 

* of the Kingdom was Eftablffli'd. 

As to Sequeftring all ley a I Gentlemen and Or* 
thodox Divines of their Eftates, and taking away 
many of their Lives ; Pray, if your Paper will 
allow a Place for it, infert my Lord Digbys 
Speech out of Rujbwortti j CoUeElions. Part' III* 
p. 173. With fome of the moft material Paffa- 
ges in. the Proceedings againft Archbifhop Laud 
and others, and let all the Tyranny, and the 
Provocations that led on to fuch Severities be 
plac'd in their proper Light. 
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And then to the laft Part of the Quotation, 
tearing a/under every Limb of our Anttent Confti- 
tutiorty and murdering the jiing bimfelfi Defire 
him to obferve how one Limb was torn off af- 
ter another from the Conftitution, by,Popi(b» 
and High Church Managements, for above 
twelve Years before Things came to that Ex- 
tremity he fpeaks of. If the Conftitution had 
pot firft been torn to Pieces by the Tories of 
thofe times, the - Sectaries could never have 
got into Power as they afterwards did. Tho* 
in reality, to do the Chief of the Seftdries Ju- 
ftice, (if one may fet theAuthority of a Bifhop 
and a renowned Hiftorian againft the Quotati- 
on of this trifling angry Story-teller) c The 
iC Church of England hath ever witnefled her 
<f Debellation of thefc Pra&ices and Principles, 
<f (depofing or murdering Kings) and fhared 
<c deeply in the Sufferings of their King * — 
i€ and many of the moft confiderable Diffenters 
€€ did even thcp,. when it was hot fo fafe to do 
<c if as it is now # openly declare againft it 
" both in their Sermons, and Writings." And 
that the Charge may lye where it truly deferves 
to lye, pray delire this Church of Englandmans 
Remembrancer to read what is (aid by the fame 
Author, concerning this being a Popfjb Principle 
and Pra&ite. Defire him alfo to confult what 
\s juft now publifh'd, by a Member of the laft 
Convocation, [Dr. Snape Infiruiied^ where he 
will find the Jefuits and their Tools the chief 
Promoters of that Tragedy, f 



* BiJbopBumzt's Sermon, f$*. 30. xtf&a. 
t P. 74* 7f. 
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Let but the "Title Page of This Pretending 
Author be thus expos *d ; apd I believe you 
will think it unnecef&ry to trouble your k\i 
with the Book. All the railing Accufations he 
brings againft the SeEiaries, however they might 
belong to 'em in former Days, yet are now 
only fo many Satyrs upon the High Church 
Fa&ion ; Who have made themfelves, beyond 
all that ever went before them, Remarkable, 
for loading our beft Patriots and Church Men 
too, with fuch bitter InveBives^ and abominable 
Lyes, as none but the grand Calumniator could fur- 
nijb them withal. Whtlfi Rebels, and Regradcs, 
Schifmatitks and Enthufiafls are their only Saints*. 
The Common-Place of Railing and Scandal,; 
by changing a few Words, will fit one as welf 
as another ; and, to an ill-natur'd Man, is the 
eafieft way of Writing in the World. But 
fuch is the Folly of thofe Fellows that have 
us'd themfelves to it, they are not able to for- 
bear throwing their Dtrt, tho* the Wtftd be 
turn'd againft them, and drive it all back upon 
Themfelves, inftead of Befpattering Others. 
Tls really plcafant to obferve how fome of 
thefe ftupid Writers are libelling Therafdves 
and their own Friends, whilft they are black- 
ning the Rebels about fourfcore Years ago. 
For of whom can fuch Things as thofe more 
trulyJbe faid than of the'prefent difaffecfed Par- 
ty ; that "They are filent and crafty when over* 
fewer J) f but loUd and cruel when they prevail • 
Lambs when they lift,- and Lions when they tan ? 
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Thus taight one half of that Pamphlet bfc re- 
torted yrith the greateft Juftice in the World t 
And ccfafldering hdw generally Ptople are .ac- 
quainted with our preleht Rebels, a*nd howfexti 
trouble Themfdvcs with what tfas dbne ait- * 
Age ago ; I Cannot but think this way of Wri- 
ting will do more Injury td our Authors Faftl± 
en than to the Sectaries * Sufch Mens own Iniqui- 
ty, thus Correliing thetH. 

• The Contempt thrown by this Inflruftot oftfo 
Parliament, upon the firft Reformers ; his trying 
up Archbifhop Laud as an incomparable Prelate 
and Martyr j while he refleds uptm Others* 
whom he calls Lt&UringDipineszn& popular Pre* 
totes ; f and particularly, lipoh the prefent Lord V 1 Jimen 
Bt{hop of £fy* for recommending the Poreigti (Patrick, 
Dtvines to his Clergy ;' and then his clofing all* 
with &ch Tcftimonfals for the Church of Eng- 
land, as would make her a Church by herfelf; 
thefe Things, I fay,* plainly (hew what Spirit 
and Party the Man is of. He is of a Party 
that fets up for Govehinient ,* and who will 
never -allow any other Dcfcription of the Church 
Of England but their own ; nbr believe that! i 

Any thihg but inevitable Deftru&fon cati be the 
Confequencc of having their Meafures ctofs'd. 
I doubt not but if this Hiftoriav, who alfd fets ; 

up for a Propiet, live a few Years, he will fee 
his Prediftion^as much out of the way of 
Truth* as his Ififtory now is. And if his '. 

Heart be not brfcjce before* a littie time will 
fhewhim that there Nare greater Heads that* his* 
and better Govermurs than fuch as He, now in 
the Nation. 
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Sir, If you fhould fee fit to take publick Nd- 
tice of this Letter, grant me only the Favour 
of inferring one Quotation, out of a Pamph- 
let I have mention d before, and I think ic will, 
prove a full Antidote againft the Poifon of 
fuch Papers, as that which occafion'd this Let- 
ter. * c The Jefuits do all this [get to themf elves 
the InftruEiion of Toutb ; cry up. the Authority of 
the Church above the Private Judgment of Men ; 
fuggH and then fix the Imputation of Herefy ; 
write the mofi bitter InvcEiives and Satyrs again fi 
AH they judge, or fufpett to be their Adverjaries ; 
with many other Things of the like Nature ; J 
' not as a Religious Society, but as a Pragma- 
€ tical and Potent Faftion in the Church of 
€ Rome. And if any Body of Men, of any 

* better Religion, had the fame enterprifing 
' Spirit, and the fame indefatigable Induftry, 
c and the fame Chain of Intereft and Adhe- 
c rence to one another ; they would be above 

* the Heads of all their Fcllow-SubjsBs;. they 

* would contend with Princes ; they would 
f make Prelates comply ; and tie, Tbimfpl ves 
c the Churchy or predominant Party in it. For 
c tho' by the happy Conftitiition of our Re; 
c formed Church, there is lefs Liberty and lefs 
€ Advantage for any Set of Clergy to af&6k 
5 dominion over others, ^nd no Support of 
4 Principles to maintain it; yet it may be oa- 
c sural for Men of Ambition to puib and thrift 
' forward in -every Place, to form Tbemfelircs 
c intoaftremious Body, to boaft of their Nuhit 

* bers and the Force of them : To propagate 
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Grange Notions by the Dint of their own 
Authority ; to impofe them upon the People 
under the Santlion of the Churchy or in the 
Name of it: To magnify the Sovereign Pow- 
ers, when in Grace and good Humour with 
them; to bppofe and: refift them, wheti not 
gratify'd by them : To Work moft upon the 
wtoket Princes ; aftd to Court the People 
*heh T*hty are cafier to be deceived : To lay 
datfk Schemes at i diftance, to fet 'em run 
umter Ground, ahd rife again, and ffAk a* 
gam is they pleafe i To: be one and air in 
puftitag on a main Defign, and ihaking eve- 

gStep fubfery ient : *o it: To weaken the 
bllgatf ons of Oaiht, when they arc pinch'd 
with the Tye of Wiem; and to 'nitike them 
very tremendous, .Wften they are given on 
their Side: To>readh u£ Sedition wheh 
they art out of Favour* ^rid abfolute Obedi- 
ence, when thty are tri? x To drdp their HA 
Principles 'if rhey ho longer fcrve their turn ; 
and yet ' to 'acknowledge : no - Change in 
•Ttiemftff^ '; To jpjtrdoton every Body that 
•ftafifls-fri their w^y; ftbwever Good or Great, 
and to applaud tvtify fofrry Creature that will 
become tneir Todl j and to keep up a Ma- 
jotfty, at leaft among the Women and Boys. 
Thefe Men, to Whatever Proteffcnt Church 
or, Country thty belong, are, according to 
their more" impotent Condition, the very 3^- 
fufts of the Reformation.* 1 am, 

Sir> 6cc. 
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' 'I * 

II, ft the Authr oft^e Occasional. Paper, 

si*, •' ; ?;: 

VOur.Writiog in the Caufe of /Tosh ?nd 
* Liberty withQut;, Regard to J?acty, ha* gi- 
ven x$e the Courage to fend yon a few Ri- 
marks jupqftk Dr. CQ$m*tV}ndkWO*;tf fa 9ro- 
feedingf of the Lower* Htofff of Owvffgtwn? If you 
thini them Rcafonabic, ( and at air Proper to 
.either of thofr Purposes, I readily fubjpit them 
to your Corre&iori gpd Bleafitf$. I'm Aire 
I pari fay, as I have < not th? H^oopr ^f any 
Perfonal Acquaintance with tbp Reverepd Do- 
,<9:or,; ib I hare no Rcafon, for any Perfonal 
JQi£efped, and defjgq, bim no manner of Pre- 
judice : I only ufp tne Came Liberty with his 
Boqk, which he do$s with Religion, £ t. 
. to offer him fom? Thoughts upo^ it. 

Tbp Doftor begins with reprefenting the 
Obtigatfans* the Clergy were uqd^r by the Ca>- 
nous ftnd Statutes to regard tbp Supremacy. * ^Lnd 
no^an can blame the Cle^gys ^1 for the 
Royal Supremacy, ' efp^cia)ly;jn r this &qgn, if 
there were npt,Reafpn to thin£ thei^ ^eal in 
this Matter w^s greater t hap their Pircretipn; 
in condemning 4 $eripofl. preach d before the 
Supreme t QrMn<iry, and f JL.egal .Head, of the 
Church, and publiih'd by his Command and 
Approbation ; for this is to make him a Qi- 
yil Felode fe 3 and to confpire with the Bi&op 
pf Bangor againft his own Supremacy. I; 
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would* have been a great deal more honoura- 
ble if the Convocation had cenfured Dr. Ma*~ 
xuarings Sermon before King Charles I. which 
magnified the Royal Supremacy beyond tte 
Legal Bounds, and to the Prejudice of all the 
Subjefts Rights ; which yet was licenfed by 
the Biibops, and met with Applaufe and Pre- 
ferment from the favoured and prevailing Party, 

I think tis not to the Honour of a Profcr- 
ftant Church, or confident with the Articles of 
Religion, to fuppofe any Canons 'to claim 
an abfolute Authority over the Confidences of 
Men, in what relates to the Favour and Ac- 
ceptance of Cod, and Eternal Salvation j 
which, were only defighed to order the out- 
ward Form of Religious Worftip, and the re- 
gular Admioiftrationof Ghrift s Appointment*. 

If none expr^fs'd their Doubts of the eyil 
Tendency of the Bifhops Sermon* or fpoke a 
Word in its VHimihn, in Convocation: * I 
fuppofe it was not thought a proper Seafon when 
the Motion was firft . made. It would have 
been time enough when it had: come again 
before the Houfe, in order to be debated by 
Paragraphs. Tis. unfairly infinuated that ever/ 
Membdr of the Houfe, or df the Committee, 
fcad.tmt ona Mind ia .the Matter; or to coiv 
elude from thence a general Concurrence and 
Q>jrfent. ; . And tho ? Truth would not have 
been determined by the Pole or a bare Majo- 
rity of Votes, I can tell him as Wife and Lean- 
ned as any who fit within thofe Walls, would 
Jjave YQted and fpoke too on the Bifliop's Side 
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I'm afraid the Do&or may ice To much (z\t\ 
without Doors, as will find Work for the 
T whole Committee, and for their whole 
Lives, to give a fubftantial Anfwtr to. 

I can aflure him the Temftr of the Hcmfc 
has been reprefentedf not much to its Ad- 
vantage, by fome who are Members o£ that 
Houfe, as well as by thofe who are not; and if 
we may judge of it by the Temper • of thole 
who have writ in this Canfe, the Do&or has 
do Reafcn to boaft. Wfe without Doors can- 
not bat think it had been but a decent Return 
}p Do&or Cannon to the Bifflop for the . Civi- 
lity of the Sermon fenr him, privately to have 
hinted the Offence taken at it, before the had 
cither propofed or joined in a PublickCenfow, 
I hope for (he fake of the Church, all Vhe Z>e- 
tem they glory ki, is not of a Pifcce with ihis. 

I agree with the Doftor/ Their recedidg 

from the Principal Branch of their firft Cba>g£ 

was a greater Inftarfce of their Impartiality, 

f ban of the Honefty or Penetration of thofe 

who drew it up : i.** That the Tendency of 

the Bifhop s Doftritie was to fet at nought, and 

1 1 mak* void the fofiityiions and Ordinances o fpbri/Sz 

ff, Ura 4j t j, e t hing in all the Workk the moft diamem- 

' catty oppofite to the Ifcfign and Expreffion of 

$he whole Sermoh. 

1 can tell the Do&or of National Churches 
in the World very well fijpported,* \?here 
fuch Authority of the Civil Magiftrate as 
the Bifeop oppofes, h not pretended to or 
allowed. Nor can. I believe !tis in the Power 
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of all the San&ions of this World to fuppm Re- 
ligion in the Effentiah of it : i. e. to make Men 
fincere in the Profeffion and Practice of true 
Religion: Unlefs he thinks Sincerity not Ef- 
fcntial. And if there is fuch a Power as he 
contends for inseparable from every Imperial 
Crown i I ask, Whether this will not necefla- 
rily fpreadand maintain Su perdition: and eflfe- 
dually keep out Chriftianity where it has not 
yet obtain a , the moft Sovereign Remedy a- 
gainft all Superftitionl 

How carefully foever the Doftor flatters 
himfelf to have watched againft .what might 
difturb bis Judgment, f it feems too plain, the 
Pique againft the Bifliop he acknowledges to 
have had fome time before the Sermon was 
Preached, has not 4 little influenced him in 
his Conduct in this Affair, both in and out of 
Convocation. Had he feen no other Books 
publifbed of late, which had as plainly, to (ay 
the leaft, aflerted, [ The Clergy have a Right to 
exerctfe Jurifdjtihn, otherwtfe than by, tinder, and 
from the Legal Authority ? Dr. Hickes's numerous 
Trafts, and every thing pubJifh'd by the Non- 
jurors, do almoft in exprefs Words, weaken, 
make vile, and Jet at nought the Supremacy, and 
not only by remote Confcquence, as the Bi- 
fliop's Sermon is charged with doing. While 
all thofe are pafs'd by, and the Bifnop only 
marked out for Cenfure, the Doftor muft ex* 
cufe me if I think fomething elfe weighed 
more wjth him, than his Regards to the Su- 
premacy : tho' I care not if I allow, that he 
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cxpreties more Concern for this faid Supte* 
macy, than for any one the moft ImpoiS- 
tant Truths of the Gofpel. I have known be* 
fore now the difplacine a Priitic Minifter, dif- 
appoint the Hopes of Ambitious Men,' and 
give as odd k Tutn of Mind, And as ftrange a 
Difcuft as this. 

*Tis a furprizing Complaint of the Bifhop, 
that he never t fought the Arguments of hit Adver* 
fnry good and convincing : Why then 'tis a Sigrt 
he believes himfelf, and is a fair and honeft 
Adverfary. Would he have him ttrite againft 
People, whofe Arguments he thought good and 
convincing ? That were ohly to Cavil and 
Wrangle,- to fight Prizes in Cofttroverfy ; and 
to write not for Truth, but Contention Sake, 
And tis pretty particular here, that the Bifhop 
has commonly been fo happy as to make o- 
ther People think ft> too of his Arguments, zt 
yrejl as himfelf. I can tell him of fome Wri- 
ters of Controverfy in this Age, and in the 
Courfe of this Debate, who have only raifed 
a Duft before their Readers Eyes, and fhew- 
ed a wonderful Art in puzzling and perplexing 
a Caufe, without clearing up any Truth, or 
perhaps believing one Word themfelves. No-* 
thing can be ftranger than this, except what he 
further advances here, That the Bilho^s plead- 
ing for the fole Authdrity of Chrift in jVlatterS 
of Religion, and the Purity and Simplicity of 
the Chriftian Do&rine, as ft HeS itt the New 
Teftament, fhould give Advantage to the Caufe 
of SuperJihion> and the Do&or's Oppofit/ort 
weaken it : Unlefs he would fpeak out, ami de- 
clare, that having a clofe and* immediate Regard 
to Jefus- Chrifiy is Saperflitiofl. 

'Tia 
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*Tis worthy Observation, that tho* the 
fiifhop has been thought by all Impartial, 
anil feme Interested Perfons, to be particular- 
ly happy in his manner of Writing Controverfy • 
yet the Dodor* cannot < for bear difliking and 
cenfuring it. I hive read many a Controvcr* 
Sy in, my time, fr6m a great variety of diflfe- Q l/% I 
rent Hands; and have had the Curiofity to Jjf^^ OH 
tun thro' the whole Courfe of the Biftog's ff J J u f/ K f 
Cbntrovcrfial Writings* from his fiHFAppca- 4 * 
ranee in the World : and if an Unconcerned 
and Ipdificreot Standeubij may be allowed io 
give his Opinion, the Bifbop lias the moft im- 

£ roved by Writing Controvwfy of any Man I 
ave feen, both in tfaelClearricfs and Tempt* 
of his Writings? which is pretty Singular, 
when Men fo' commonly loofe their Temptr 
at Icaft, .who have once drawn Blood in <2oa- 
trovorfy. He has a&ed a Part throughtmt 
this long Debate, tonder the groflefi Pervertidn 
and Mlftake of his Sence, the -great*ft Perfa- 
ttal Abufes, the moft Unchriftian and Uafaif 
-Treatment ; with fuch a Clearnefs and Cool- 
pafs of Thought, fuch Compofure of Mind* 
and Decency of Expreffion, and fuch Degrees 
of Superior Evidence to all his Anfwcrev&j aisis 
not equalled in any Controverfy 1 have fcen* 
fincc the great Original and Pattern of Contro- 
verfal Wricing^ib feldom imitated, Archbifhop 
tilhtfous Rule of Faith. And this I will maintain* 
nocwithftanding the Sugglftions of Vulgar Put* 
fofftjfioKs. I amfwethetObfcurity and'B^iver- 
fity of Sentiment; the Artifice and Craft ; the 

C Rude* 
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Rudcncfs and Spites the Levity and Trifling ; 
the Sophiftry, the Stupidity, among his Ad- 
verfaries ; can only ferve as a Foil to the ftri& 
Truth, the open Fairnefs, the Skill, and the Ci- 
vility of his Returns -J and I dare venture to 
fay> give him a Superxour Efteem .in the Minds 
of all the Impartial and difcecning World, of 
whatfoever Chanader or Rank. 

I never knew a Chriftian Divine fpeak with fo 
little Regard as Dr. Cannon does of the peculiar 
Revelations of Chrifcanity f : *Tis one thing to 
. fay, a finccrc Heathen may be accepted ; and a- 
nother, that a Matt' may be as Reiigiotu\as any 
• ReafonaHc Creature u.capoble of being without jhe Be- 
' toftf a Future, State* I can hardly fee how an 
( avowed Deift could more firoogly cxprefs Us 
.Sentitients thaaih the dDoftor's Wotds. Nor 
catvl othctfrtfa account) focanbthcrExpreffion 
erf his a little lower J Where the:. Words of our 
? Saviour himfelf which f he Bifljop glories in as 
his greateft SMur/and Defence^ this Chriftian 
.D&&oc represents, as a meer Shadow y \ Without 
fo much .as attempting to ihew his Lorckbi^ 
, that he had mifapplled them. , , 

? And how can there be.'any true Rdigion 
, wktjottt the Belief of another iVoxld* and con- 
sidering God hoth as :G.overmurl and jfiuigc ; 
-when that Supposition is fo necefiary to fettle 
right and worthy Notions % of God in our 
Minds,, who is the gfceat Objed of our Wor- 
ship and Set^iee, aod Truft and. Hope ? Take 
away this Supposition, and confine your whole 
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View within theCompafs.of this World ; and 
the prefent Difpenfations of Providence would, 
give a very odd Reprefentation of the Divine. 
Being> and he would not appear to be either 
Wife* or Juft, or Good. And what Religion 
muft that be, which can have no betrer an 
Objeft than this ? or what Reafon and Encou- 
ragement to be Religious at al! ? The beft. 
Men in the World have been fhocked with 
fuch a Thought, and ready to think in this 
View of the Cafe, that God had made all Men 
in vain. The Heathen World preferved the : 
Religion they had among them very much un- 
der the Power of this Apprehenfion, tho* weak 
and uncertain. Our Lord every where makes, 
the Prqntfifes and Hopes of future Recompen-. 
ces, the great Topick of Perfwafion in. all 
the Duties: and AfRi&ions of Life. The A- 
poftle plainly goes upon this Suppofition ; If 
in this Life only we have hope inChrift, we are of 
all Men the moft miferable: Which I think muft 
hold in Proportion to the Difficulties and Suf-> 
ferings of the Chriftian State, tho' not in e- 
qual Degrees in which it did to the ApoftJes. 
Jle makes it the peculiar Glory and Ad van-* 
tage of the Chriftian Revelation, that God 
will raifeithe Dead, and judge the World. by Je» 
fits Chriji ; and Life and Immortality are brought 
to Light bf the Gofpel And exprefly tells us, 
That he who,$otnetb to God, i. e. in a Way of 
Worfliip*.,nad. Service., or is truly Religious ; 
WHJl believe, \hat he is % and that he is a Rev)(trd&r. 
of them who diligently feek him; and Mofes and 
Chrift afted upon this Principle, of RefpeSi to 
the Recompense <f Reward, #nd to a future 
Joy, 

7 A C % I 
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I entreat the Reverend Do&or to receive 
Corre&ion here fro to the Excellent Pen of the 
prefent Bifcop of Rochefter*. How muft it of- 
flttl a good Man to confider that our unhappy Dif- 
putes about Rites and Privileges jbould fpread 
themf elves into Points of a Foreign Nature, and 
ef the mofi /acred Importance: to pur jut them to 
the Horns of the Altar without any Regard to the 
Jntertfls of our Common Chriftianity. Whai, cant 
we differ about Adjournments, without differing al- 

fo about the Evidences of a future State-? Is 

their ConduB kfs liable to Reproach, who are no* 
dbttmed to efpcufe even the Caufe of Infidelity it 
felf, rather than mifs an Opportunity of expreffing 
their Refentmerit againft Men they do not like, and 
of keeping up their tittle Party Inter efts dud Quar- 
rels ? 

There is no doubt of the great Advantage 
of good Education f : We muft be guided by 
Others till we are abfe to a& for our Selves; 
and 'tis a great Happinefs to fall into good 
Hands at firft : But are we to be always Chil- 
dren, and under the meer Impreffions of Edu- 
cation ? Muft we be vertuous and good by 
Others lnftrp&ions and outward Reftraints, 
, and not by our own Confent when we come 
to be capable of it ? The Dodor owns the 
Principles of Education lead more Wrong than 
Right, and brings them up in Superftition and 
falfc Religion. And tho' the Natural Obli- 
gations we are under to God, are not Matter 
of Choice, but founded in natural Right, and 
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Antecedent, and Independent on any Aft of 
ours ; yet our owning that Right, and Re- \ 
gard to thofe Obligations, is Matter of Choice^ I 
and no Man can be Confcictrtious in dip* 1 
charging them, but upon proper Conriftions, ( 
and with free Content. 

"lis a Qrieftion with fome, how far Nati- 
anml Governments, as fucb, are obliged to fet up 
the Putiick IVbrfiif of God, and appoint Placet 
'andPerfons to ferve that Purpofe*. I dare bepo- 
(itive many of the Convocation, and the Com* 
raittec it telf will differ from him here. Tho v 
perhaps on different Reafbns. Chriftianity 
flooriflied and prevailed mod, without the 
Countenance and under the' Terrors of the Na- 
tional Eftablifbment ; and this leaves it to the 
Difcretion of the Government, what the Wor- 
ship, and who the Perfons miniftring (ball be. 
*Tis not fo eafy to conceive of Church Eftablilh- 
ments, Without fuch Partialities as 'tis the proper 
Care of wife Governments to guard againft, 
by the Do&ors own Confeffion f. And yet as 
he reprefents the Matter, 'tis not much fhort 
of an lmfutJitioTL I would ask the Doftor 
what the Chriftians in the Apoftles Days, 
and in the Ages next after them, would have 
thought of excommunicating and infliding Spi- 
ritual Cenfures on unbaptifed Infidels $? Nor 
has there been any Relaxation of Difcipline 
but upon Political Reafons : There is no Irre- 
ligion it feems in the bloodied Perfections, tho' 
thefe may be ill Policy in it. But what Right 
foever they have to fet up the Publick Worfliip, 
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'tis time ejiougb to put Negative and Pofitive 
Difcourageiftents*, when the Order of God's IVor- 
jbip is fo perfed as to be without the haft B/*- 
mijb or Fauh> and made an unexceptionable Wor- 
jhip as he pretends; and which I fuppofe is not 
.like to be in hafte : Tho' even in that Cafe 
the Authority of Chrift and the Sandiona of 
his Laws, mud be the Ground and Motive, 
and not the Authority of the Magiftrite, ra 
reader it true Piety or an acceptable Service * 
to God. Nor is it in the Office or the Power, 
of the Magiftrate to make Men truly Pious, 
b*it to encourage a Reformation of Manners, 
and punifh open Vice ; ac inoft to maintain 
the outward Order of God s Worfhip. And 
for the Ufe of Worldly Motives, tho' the Legw 
flators Principal Ground and Reafon were a Re- 
gard to God, which yet I doubt is very, fe In 
dom the Cafe; yet that would not warrant the 
Ufe of them to that Purpofe* ; if he has no 
Right to do fo : He has other Things to im- 
ploy his Care about, and Religion other Mo- 
tives, more fuitable to its Nature, and more 
likely to fcfc! effe&ual : Nor would this prove 
the Man, who by thefe Motives is brought 
to cxprefs a Regard to God and Religion, to 
be truly Religious ; becaufe as far as the 
Man is concerned, God is left out of the Sup<* 
pofihon. 

The Term of the Lord may influence a good 
Chriftian Magiftrate to be Religious himfelfi 
and be the Reafon of a willing Choice f; but 
he cannot therefore npply the Terms of this World 
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to -the Minds of Men> where the Other is applied kj 
Cbrift ; ' milejfs . he <jould make others receive 

• pvopcr Convictions* and be anfvrerably influr 
-enced by them.. I And will, he .fopppfe^a Reli- 
gion not freely Chofen, poflible to br.Sinctrf * 

• or true Religion. iirGbd's Acdo.fi nt- i The Ma- 
•giftjratea thought XhemfflVes obliged to .prs- 

• mote . the Superftition and Idolatry of a f aJ(e 
-Religion *; torig before our Saviour appeared 




; wrhich.the Magistrate is obtye'd to> encourage*; 
; arid how' there tap beany pUAn\ preaches of 
jtha^Puritywhijch is- property *p«4#ag> a Secret 
- ami Jiid Sen '^hiiig i and : bow>b£ ; <&n Jay^ oti 
-liifQoajrtg^tnen^ and Pervalcj.es/ Without ;Evi- 
uknee and Prooi? ? * ( 'Tismnfair &nd -abfur^, to 
cargpie from; the 3k*w# Cenftiutfion jq' merely 
fI$Uj6anQ EftaW(hmsnt$;'or mate that the J?at- 
-jtern and Olrfigtftfon f to every other Gowern- 
in^rrt. For I wotfld ask the D#4tor, whether 
thpfe Laws among the ^w^^h^h^/^/^d/*- 

. tfrcr^ worid/firp.swjfhnrnts upen Qffejifdtfs agttjn/1 
,Go4% we*£ flotJ&tf Gods own expref^i Appoint- 
ment, " and not the Magift rate's Amhpri- 
tty or Ftad*irc$ Aod^whether he might n<jtas 
-ty»frU argtit toot. <t he Jewtjb Sacrifices as, the 

c ; III the Jong , JEtatphrafe ot* 4&* 17. \ I 

-:<?an<fe? ^nothing m the Do&or^ Purpofe, qr 

whj#h afte£t$ the JJjftpp, but upon this modffl 

Supposition, that the Bifhop approves the A- 






» w * 



t P. is. 



thenian 



\i 



*4 Letters to the Aafitor. 

thenian Idolatry, or is againft the WorOxfp of 
One true God, and the Judgment of the Work! 
at laft by Jefus Chrift ; m which Things, I 
believe he is one of the lafi Men that will be 
fufpeded. " . • 

And now I heartily join with the * Do&or 
in leaving the jenfible (efpecialty if he is a Chri- 
ftian) Reader t$ determine the difference bettnei* 
the Bijbef, and Him, in their Thoughts concerning 
Religion, and upon tbclmtb or Fal/bood of thefe 
oppofite Maxims ; on the one Hand, € That 

* the Belief of another World, is what alone 
c renders our bgft A&tons, Religion, *s \is 
c the Principle within us, from whence they 

* flow; and from whence, when thev do not 
' flow, they ceafe to be Religion i On the o- 
tber Hand, € That a certain Perfwafion con* 
' cerning a future State, is not neceffary tea 

* Man's being Religions ; and that he who 
1 has a Right Sence of Duty to God, f 
c and puts his whole Truft and Confi- 
€ dence in him, without laying claim to any 
9 Promife, or fo much as having a certain 

* Expe&ation, of a future Reward after Deaths 

* is as truly Religious as a Man is capable of 

* being. 

I can't tell whether the References to the 
Doftor's Book are fufliciently explicit* with* 
out cafting an Eye over it as you go along * 
But as the chief Excellency of the Book is$ 
that 'tis very Grave and very Short, I thought 
it would be a double Impertinence to be 
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Witty and Leng in remarking upon it, elpeci- 
ally when I only defigned a Letter, from 

Tour Reffeflful Humble Servant: 



*#d 



To the Author of the Occasional Papdn 

j Had a Dciign to recommend to yriur AnK 
A madyerfion, a Paper, fonder the Title of 
$ufpina jacra y but 1 was diverted from that 
Thbught by two Reafons ; the one was, that 
I had much rather you fcould entertain the 
World with Subjefts of your own Choice. Go 
t>n, Sit} to vindicate Religion, Morality, Li- 
berty, and Catholiek ChrtfHanity* frbm the 
Difguifes^ under which feififh and worldly 
Men have thrown them. Men, who call them- 
felves Miriifters of Chrift, and Members of 
the Protectant Church of England; and yet, if 
there be any thing in the ptefent State of Re- 
ligion that needs to be Sighed and Groaned o- 
ver, no Men in the World have contributed 
inore than fome of them, tb bring it into that 
Condition. The other Reafbn was, that I did 
believe it would be a very difagreeablc Task 
to a Perfon of your Taft to Remark upon ftich 
Writing. Such a mixture of bullying and 
whining, could not but mind me of a certain 
'Name-fake of the Doctor's, who fwagger'd iri 
it that he could Kick half the World \ but figh- 
fed tfpon it* that half the World kicked him. 

Thcrfc' 
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There has been a great deal of Sighing 
and Groaning among fome Folks, finecKing 
George came to the Throne ; fince thc"V[ 
dories, at Dunblain and Prefton; fince the Kin± 
dam of thrift, has been demonstrated not to b< 
of this World ; that is, fince the Kingdom ol 
Great-Britain and Ireland, have been preferved 
to the Proteftant Line, and the Church refto* 
red, to its only Sovereign and abfolute Law- 
giver. And tho' I would not affert the above- 
named, are among the Do&or's Troubles, Qg 
meant by that Groan in the Title Page, Deft* 
iter Ifrael, O God, out of all Us Troubles ; yet I 
will aflTert, that the Do&or's Sufprria, can no 
more be called Sacra, than thofe akvementioned, 
unlets it be in the Sence of the Poets, 

Ami facra Fames fuid mn 

4 

For a Man to Sigh and Groan over the only 
Principles upon which Chriflianitj could come 
into the World ! the Reformation break its 
way from Popery, or be preferved from fink- 
ing back into it again i Over Principles, with- 
out which, all Religions are on a Level; that 
is, equally good for nothing! , For a Man to 
Sigh and Groan over any Purpofes of ading 
fuitable to thofe Principles, by doing as we would 
be done by ; and reftoring the Injured to their 
Native Rights; and reftoring the Crown to the 
Freedom of employing its Proteftant Friends, 
whom it thinks fit for its Service, without asking 
leave of the Parfon I To Sigh and Groan, when 
rhe Church was never more Safe, nor the State 
in more Credit; and every Profped raoft promi- 
fing, but what arifes from the Infatiablenefs of 

thofe 
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thofc Men, who under Colour of Religion 
arc cngroffing this World to themfelves : This, 
I fay, is an Inftance of that Impunity (the Do- 
dor complains of) with which the Prefs dif- 
charges Torrents, to the infinite Reproach of the 
Chriftian Faith, and the imminent hazard of the 
three Kingdoms. 

When I firft caft my Eyes upon the canting 
Title, Sufpiria Sacra, I guefs'd without turning 
over two Pages, what they were; and faid to 
a Friend that flood by, that the EngUJh of Suf- 
piria Sacra, was thus : Oh that ever the Do- 
ffcrine of Chrift's being the fole King in his 
Church, and Judge of his Subje&s in all the 
Points relating to the Favour and Difpleafurc 
of God, ftould dare to appear among us ! Oh 
that it ftould be a Part of the Protcftant Do- 
ctrine, that no Men upon Earth have a Right 
to make any of their own Declarations, or De- 
cisions, to affeft the State of Chrift's Subje&s 
with regard to the Favour of God ! Oh that 
ever Men, living and a&ing as becomes thofe 
who wait for the Appearance of an All-know- 
ing and Impartial Judge, ftould dare to think 
that in fuch Behaviour, they might be without 
the Fear of Mens Judgment ! OhTempora, Oh 
Mores ! What Herefies ! That Men's Title to 
the Favour of God ftould depend upon real 
Sincerity ifl the Conduft of their Coplciences ; 
rathe* than, upon Humane Benedictions, Ab- 
folutions, Denunciations, and Excommuni- 
cations 1 Which will now be no longer thought 
to determine either God's Favour or Anger to- 
ward Chriftians ! Oh, this comes of Peoples 
being * allowed to underftand Scripture for 
themfelves, inftead of depending upon the 

V % Church! 



i8 Letters to the Author 

Church ! for want of which fafe Dependence, 
even fome of pur Bifhops have run into the 
Herefy of aflerting the Bible to be the Religion of 
Proteftants; and that the Motives of this World, 
are qot appointed by Chrift, nor fit in thei? 
Nature, to promote his Kingdom, which is 
not of this World. And that thp forcing Meq 
to profefs again ft their Conferences, or be fi- 
lent in Spite of their: Confidences, where the Ci- 
vil Peace is not Concern d, fbpuld be Popery I 

Qh deliver Jfrael from the Liberty of the 

JPrefs, from the Freedpm of Difputation, froai 
the Writings of the Bifhop of Bangor, frorq. 
toleration, and Moderation ; from the Rfr 
peal of A6ls which punifib without Crimes ! 

While I was running en at thi$ 

rate, Sir, fays ray Friend, this is the true 
meaning of all his Noife. But as he has or- 
jitr'd the Matter, it is fuch a Rhapfody, fiicfy 
a Medly of South, Still tngpet, Sanderfon % Cole- 
man and Darwfon j fuch loofe incoherent Fu? 
ftfan ; as I believe was hardly ever heard from, 
or publiflrd by, any Fanatic, fincc the Name 
Fanatic has been tranflated from its original 
Import, to iignify any thing that the Govern* 
ing Clergy do not like. For, continues he, a$ 
free as this Author is with the Term Fanatic* 
which he lays on fo 'thick and faft. If the 
Temper of this Author be prevailing a* 
jnong the Clergy of the Church of E^knd^ 
they may uke the Title among themlelves^ 
for I queftiop whether the wild eft Sefit among 
the Difienters do fo well deferve it. 

Criticks give us this Accqunt, how Fanqticw* 
ivhich in its Primary Signifcatiou had- an- ho- 
nour^ bleMearnng, cai^e tftevwttds to b^ a Term 
" 5> '"'" * . V. * of- 
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pi Reproach ; Qui* Sacer dotes cum Refponfa da- 
bant> Furor* fleni 9i infanhe vifcbantur*. Be* 
caufe the Priefts wfyen they gave the Anfwers of the 
Qracles, filled with Fprji were fen to Rage and 
{lave like Madmen. If that be . reafon for an 
Application of the Word in the reproachful 
Sence, then I am Aire the truer Title would 
have been Sufpiria Fanutica ; for when you 
come to read the Paper, you will fee that they 
are more like the Rants of one that Raves, 
than the devout Breathings of a Son of the 
Church. He Tofles and Foams, he Bounces 

and Whines- and ypu eannpt but fmile 

at the Air he giv?s himfelf, all the while h$ 
is dealing out, what he thinks Wit, fine 
Strains, clinching Stroakcs, and fublime Lan- 
guage, y 

And this 4nuft be called the Church of Eng~ 
land's Afettiorial — —We have had of late feve- 
v^rat of thefe Memorial ids, Pretenders to fpeak 
the Sence of the Church, when they are only 
delivering the Language of a Fadtion. He had[ 
better have let the Word Memorial alone, be- 
caufe it brings to Mind a famous Thing of 
that Name ; which was a Colledicn of Groans 
too, or Sufpiria Sacra (i, e.) Sighing for Places. 
All was a going into a Flame. The Queen 
her felf was given to underftand, in a menacing 
Manner, that Nature would Rebel #gainft;Princir 
pie, if they were not put into fuch Places; for 
as a good Writer has obfervd, when a leading), t 
Man begins to grow Apprehenfive for the Chureh>\^\ 
you may he fur e that Ix is either in danger of loofing \ 
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\ his Place, or in defpair of getting One. It's plea- 
fant on thefe Occasions to fee a Notorious Pro- 
fligate feiacd with a Concern for his Religi- 
on, and converting his Spleen Into ZeaL As 
for our Mcmor^lift, I may entirely acquit 
hfon from the charge of his Nature Rebelling a- 
lainfl Principle, for his Nature and Principles 
too well agree. A Spirit, the worft, one of 
them, that ever I met with in my Life ; and 
Principles, upon Examination, I believe, that 
will appear as vile as ever came from Jcfuit 
or Enthufiaft; for all his Admonition to Jefuits 
and their Patrons from the Statute Law : Which 
k all Blunder, and turns the Ridicule upon him- 
felf, where he defign'd a Sneer upon fome Bo- 
dy elfe : For which 1 refer him to the Author 
of, Dr. Snape InftruHed in fome Matters, efpeciaBy 
relating to Convocations and Converts from Popery. 
In which, Dr. Ddtvfon too, may be lnftruded, 
that there is no neccflity of a formal Renuncia- 
tion in the Face of the Churchy nor any Law of the 
Land, or Canon of the Church, however he 
would force his' private Interpretations of 
them, rhat requires any fuch exprefs Ceremo- 
ny. The Statute of 3 5 Eliz,. ch. 1 relates to 
Popifli Recufants Convict, who are her Ma- 
jesty's Subjeds ; and rhe Title is to retain them 
in due Obedience, with no manner of Reference 
to the receiving of Foreigners and Strangers, 
into our Religions Communion. Their abjuT 
ring there, is only to abjure the Realm ; and 
their open Sutmiffion and Declaration of Conformity, 
there pre fcrib'd, was to avoid legal Prcfecution 
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And Penalties, and give a Security to the Civil 
Government/The other Forms in Latar are the 
Oaths of Supremacy* of ABegiance ? and the Tejl 
of Renouncing Tranfubftantiation, &c. which in* 
deed, are fuch full and effedual Forms of Ab- 
juring Popery, and the Principal Tenets of it* 
that this fecms a good reafon why no other 
Publkk Form of Recantation has been yet re* 
quired by any Law of the Land. There is 
not a Line of all the Doftor has Extra&ed from 
the Statute Law, that bears home to the Point 
k is levell'd at. Nor any thing more JefuitK 
cal in the Fraternity againft whom thofe Lawf 
were made, than the Innuendo in the Words 
Jesuits and their Patrons. For to return 
the Doctor's Query, in p. $6 of his Memor^il* C 
I alfo Query. If a Perfon who owns himfelf to 
have been a Jefuit has given all fuch Proof of hii 
being Otherwifey as the Law of the Land DireSs t 
and Requires, and more than ever is required, 
out of the abundance of his Satisfadion, Sin- 
cerity of Heart, and Convidion of Mind ; 
whether fuch Perfon can be fet forth to the World 
as a Jefuit ftiH, but to ferve a Jefuitical Pur- 
pofe ? 

It's time for me now to take Notice that 
this Memorial is dedicated to hisGrace the Arch~ 
bijbop of Canterbury in the Abfence of the Convocati- 
on. This Abfence of the Convocation, I fuppofe, 
mud be taken for a Sigh too. But mtthinks 
there is no Room for it here at all ; for thp 
Doftor being a Member of that Convocation* 
which was fo fired at the Apprehenfion of th^ 
Bifhop of Bangor s Impugning the Kings Supre- 
macy j and Olferved it with fo much Grief of 

Hearts 
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Hearts * : He muft needs rejoyce with ttietS^ 
to fee the Supremacy Exert it felf, # at a Seafoni 
when it might give full aflarance, (hat no In- 
feaidn of that Dodrihe had ih the leaft rea- 
ched the Grdwn. 

There Was no great Mariners ih Addrcffing 
this Heap of Talcs to His Grace Of Canter bu^ 
tj at all : An Inve&rtre againft al! Changed 
whatfoever; againft the teaft Coridefcentioh or 
Complyance; againft alteribg any thing, irf 
Articles, Difcipline or Rituals, of the Church ; 
when as, if I remember right, it is not above 
Ten Years agd, fince Rifhdp l&aki delivered 
his Opinion as freely, and in a very Solemn 
Aflcmbiyi in Favour of that Wicked Defim o£ 
Comprchcnfion: Telling us, no lefs a Man 
than Anbbijhop Sancroft was ih it : And, in • & 
Manner that became fo excellent a Perfon* 
rebuking the Veheraency of another Piou* 
Doddr, who talked of it in much *hb fame 
Strain with this Meiftqrialift f : And ap-~ 
pealing to the Audience whether the Profecutl- 
on of that Defign* would not have bech foif 
the Iorereft of the Church of England, 

It is true* he is fince become Archbiffio^ 
Of Canterbury; but that rifihg Ground, I aru 
willing to believe, has inabled His Gract> 
the more clearly to difcern, the happy Confe- 
rences Of what he before fpoke fo favoura- 
bly of. Thii Do&br tells us, indeed, of a No* 
ble Stand ', his Grace made fome time ago irf 
the Houfe of Lords $ yet I dare proceed fa 
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-far, roo, as firmly tt>* believe, that his Grace 
will never approve that heatheni(h Advice, 
which this Doftor lays before him in Page 8 
of his Preface, which \ ftall hereafter take a 
little rijorfc Notice of l 

He begins hfe Addrdfc,' When J confider (here 
he makes his Botv) 'the many Adverfaries the 
Church of England has to engage with at this time, 
*tif matter ofkhe gretttejt Grief and real Concern* 
('tis fo gttat that it is even ReaJ) that I am 
forced to Introduce one of their own High Order* 
v &c. 

When I confider the rtiany Friends the Church 
of England has, to (land by, fupport, defend, 
her ; the* Laws in her Favour, the Temporal 
Advantages that attend her Communion, her 
full and intire engroffing of all Privileges and 
Immunities, Favours and Grace of the Govern- 
ment, in Church and State; \ik Matter of the 
greateft AftoniChmcnt to fee fomc People, fo 
infatiable and implacable. 

He is forced to Introduce the Bijhopof Bangor 
as hayihg become one of the geeafefl.'difturbers of the 
Unity of the Church. I would ask this Dodor of 
Divinity, Member of the Cortv'oeation, what 
is the Church ? In what confi&s the Unity of 
the Church? What is k tb prfiurb that Unity? 
What is- it to bfcthe gredttji Difturber of it? 
He feems to have no Notion of all thefe, but 
that of Uniformity of Articles, Rituals, Pray- 
ers and Ceremonies; including a dependance 
on the Bifhop ; which a!fo compofes another /]/f 
Doftors Beauty of Hblfnefs: ^11 which may be 
-where there is not a Dramofthit Unity of the Spi- 
rit in theJBond of Peace, recommended in.the Di- 
vine Wricings. Let this Gentleman know, 

£ that 
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that the greateft Difturbcrs of the Church's le- 
nity and Peace, have been, are, and always 
will be, the Patrons of that Church Power 
which the Bifhop of Bailor has wreftcd opt of 
the Hands of weak Men : Hands no more fit 
to wield that, than the Thunders of Heaven: 
And lodg'd it in thofe Hands, where only God 
ever trufted it, thofe of our Saviour's. He has 
appointed the Bible to be our Religion, and 
mutual Charity to be the Center of Unity* The 
Bifhop of Bangor, by ihowing, that Chrift 
has done fo ; is, it feems, the moft fatal Sub- 
verts of the Church's Eftablijbment. This is Sa- 
tyrical upon the Eftablifhment, to reprefent ic 
fuch, that a Chriftian Bifhop cannot lay open 
to the World, the Scripture Do&rine, in thefe 
Cafes, without falling foul upon the Eftablifh- 
ment. The Bufinefs of Eftablifoment has little 
to do in fuch Difquifitions about the Scripture 
Do&rine, unlefs we go to the Statute Laws for 
our Religion, as well as for Admonitions to jfefuifs. 
. But how comes the bringing us back to our 
Bibles to be the moft fatal Subverfion of its £- 
fiablijhment ? I foould have thought, that of 
the two, the carrying us clear away from them 
to Pope, and Tradition, more fatal. 

Or how can the bringing us back to our Bi- 
bles, be, as the Do&or goes on to call it, a 
difputing away the very Foundations of Faith, and 
refolving to unhinge the beft of Churches at once ? 
What other Foundations of Faith has this 
Man got, betides his Bible} Does he not but Id 
upon the Foundation of the Apoftks and Prophets > 
Or is an Aft of Parliament the Foundation of 
his Faith? What Hinges docs this Man's Church 

turn 
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turn upon ? Is it Unhinging and Sub?erting a 
Proteftant Church, to fix it upon the Foundati- 
on of the Apoftles and Prophets * Jefus Cbriff kim- 
frlf being the chief Corner-Stone f Without which 
every Foundation is Sand, and every Building 
Hay and Stubble, and every Advantage of E- 
ftablifhraent (which is the great Concern, hike 
ilia Sufpiria) common to the beft and worft 
of Churches, Truth and Error, Superftitioti 
and Religion ? " 

In anfwer to the remaining Part of this. Pa- 1 * 
ragraph, I need do no more than play back up- 
on the Dodor his own Words ; putting the que<. 
ftion, where Human Inventions are Sacred InfiituA 
tims of Chrifi \ to (how, that the Exercife of all 
that Power, Eccjcfiaftical or Civil, which fome 
Men contend for, is Tyranny and Ufurpation : 
To let (hallow Reafoners know, that while 
they insinuate, that the Church muft needs be 
Chaos and Confufion, without their Supple* 
ments to the Laws of Chrift ; as if thofe Laws 
have not fufficiently provided for the Regulari- 
ty of his Society ; is to Blafpheme our great 
Law-giver, who was Faithful in all bis Houfe. 
To (how, that the Bible, which is plain in all 
neceffary things ; that a free Debate, mutual 
Char/ty and Forbearance, and Allowance for 
different Apprehenffons $ with the Magfftrates 
Care of the Publick Peace, to whom it belongs; 
that thefe, are an effectual Provifion, under the 
Influence of Providence, to maintain Truth, and 
prefer ve Peace and Order ; and that the Subjefis 
of Chrift's Kingdom are left at Liberty, to think^ 
andfpeak, and aft, not as they pteafe (as the Do- 
ctor defignedly Words it) but as they think 
they ought, after their (iheerc Endeavours to 

E % come 
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come at the Knowledge of his Will ; apd that 
without any Coercion or Rififajjub : Thefe arc 
no longer Scrupks, at all, with any, but the 
Eathufiafts of the coercing and refraining Clan : 
And the having fet thefe things in fo clear a 
flight* and fupported them with to good E- 
vidence, inftead of what he. calif here an In- 
delible Reproach to the £p(fcopal Qhara£fcr f will 
place his Lord (hip at the Head of a new /Era 
of Liberty and Truth in the World, (howe- 
yer he may miftake in fome Points) and tranfmit 
his. Name with Renown to t;he JajteK pQiferity. 
w tJow can theDo&qr fijy, that, htfzufa Cbrift^ 
Is the fole Law-givqr o£ his Church, ancl the 
Bibl^ our Religion; and our Salvation de- 
pending not upon p^iticul^r.M^^.V Re- 
ligion, but Sincerity 'in **£e Cftndud , 0/ our 
Coniciencesj that; tJb^y^arc , :thpre cfth be m 

'I from the Truth* AlvantM£% and 
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clufioa l«s quit? th$ o$er \jr^y; that there fore, 
we,may,urg€ ^r^pi^s^from ,the Truth, &c. 
becaufe they, are moft likgiy to be eflfe&ual, 
^rhere Sincerity <;ondu&s the Gp^rcience : And 
On the : other Side, i( that Coercion am^ Refitahn* 
which this Gentleman declares for, rauft be 
yfeili there is then, no , need of A^guipent to • 
Jews* Heretics, a&d ScBifikathsA For arguing is, 
a Jeft, when Evidence or no Evidence* Con- 
vict/on or no Con virion, Men mufi comply : 
'Tis Nonfence to pretend to argue with any 
I one upon this Man's Scheme, which allows 
I riot a Mart to judge of an Argument. 

The Writers of this Sfze, I have obferved, 
a#eft to make an Eternal Jingling with the 

Sounds, 
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Soutvds,fl!?r^ andSchifm, &c. One of die wprffc. 
Herefas in the World, is the Po&rine of Qo~* 
crcion: It robs God of all R^afon;a$e Service 
{locks the World with HyPocriJyandAtbeifnh Cry* 
otty and Violence x Offers, iuch Sacrifices to God, 
that for any Itfan to fay that God is pleafe* | 
with them, has nothing worfe left ta fay of 
the' Devil bimfelf. And *s for ' Sckifm, I <Jefy, 
this Dpdor to cle# hixnfejf of it, while bp re-, 
m^ins in the Temper and Spirit with which he, 
wrote this Memorial. 

:Far any one tofayfays the Tk?&Qr}thatJucb a 
prelate is in the Inter eft of the Quasars* or So* 
clnians, or P^pifts, is a (Charge as has teen alrea^ 
dy.yery well oSjerved,) equally unjuf? with faying 
that he is in the Intereft of the Qwck ^England: 
And yet it follows; He mpy no*v therefore engrave* 
Sincerity upon a : Badge j and v^hen Je yr$% Tprjks, 
Chriiti'ans, Barbarians, Indians, ami Hotten- 
tots, A0t/*J?x#/ it upon their Breafts f let this Bri-« 
tifh. Noailles deny *f he can,jh<u they all belong* 
to the fante^ Religious floufttold. 

What Right has this Man to complain of an 

Infulting Infantry. of Wits^ who can thus Ixfufc 
a Governor of the Church? What Right has 
this Man to any Civilities, frpn* tbofe, who 
may have a mind to ftow bun to the World I 
His Lordlhip of Bangor and the, Hottentots arr{ 
of the fame Religfofts McujJtfld ; ; and 1# hjm deny 
it if be can. find all this bjecaqfc<hi$. kordfoip. 
hasaflcrted* with th$ whole Bible on. his Side ; 
thit Sincerity fa tke : Condu& efaMansConfchnce % 
is more toward the Favour of God> than any 
particular Methods pf Religion. This. Man docs 
not feem to know, that a Sincere Hottentot is 

in abetter State tbaQ4/^r/'*iTh*t.*n Hy- 

pocri- 
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pocritical Profcffion of the beft Religion in the 
World, in all it* particular Methods, is no more 
in God's account than a formal ky? : And will 
end in To much an hotter Hell, that I had ra- 
ther be a Sincere Hottentot than a Chriftian 
Hypocrite : Profeffing Articles I do not be- 
lieve; calling Refits Lord and Mafter, and yec 
clapping my f elf into his $eat; may well lead' 
one to apply that Saying of Chrift, that it 
will be more Tolerable in the Day of Judgment for 
jl Hottentot than for fuch. 

Brrfijh NbailUsl I congratulate his Lord- 
ftip upon this. Where the Doftor will place 
the Refemblance I cannot tell, no more than 
I can what was in his Head to make the 
Comparifon; while all the World will be run- 
ning a Parallel, immediately, between them: 
that as the one is oppoffng the Tyranny of 
the Pope over the Church in Prince, fo the o- 
ther is oppofing Proteflant Popery at home, or 
the abfolute Power of the Clergy over the Church 
0/ England: The one Appeals from the Conffitutl^ 
on of Chmen* XI to the Pope better advised, and to 
. the future General Council ; the other Appeals 
from the Popes Council and Clergy, ro the J?/- 
W?, the Principles of Cbrifttanity, and of the 
Reformation. The French NoaiHes demands of 
Infallibility to explain himfelf $ the BrtiijhNoaiBes 
does the fame, of Men, who deny themfelves 
to be Infallible, and yet a& as if they were : 
The one is making & Noble Stand againft Mo* 
narchical Popery ; the other, againft the Arifith 
iratical or Republican. The French NoaiSes is 
perfecuted by all the Rabble of the Jefuited 
Clergy, rejtte&nted by their Dawfons as 
pge of the g*e*t*ft Difiurb&s of the Chuntis Uni* 
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tj, the mcfi fatal Subverter of its Eftablijbment* 
who is now difputing away the very Foundations of 
Faitty, and abundance more fuch Sufpirla Sa~ 
era. And considering what the Cardinal has 
faid, in his Appeal, he may be cold by the 

. French Memorialifts, that let him engrave Sinceri- 
ty upon, a Badge, and when Heretkks of all forts 
have fixed it upon their Bt£afts,let this GaJlick Ban- 
gor deny if He can, that they belong to the fami 
Religion Houjbold. The French NoaiSes is for u- 
fing his own Eyes in Matters of Faith, and 
believing upon Evidence, and not meerly up* 
on humane Authority ; and hcrrfn he agrees* 
in forae meafure* with the Bijbop of iangorybut 
with this Difference, that it does not appear 
the Cardinal is as willing, that other People* 
who may be in dependance upon him, and owe 
him Etdefiaftical Subje&ion, Should ufe the 
fame freedom with his Decifions, as he does 
with thofe of the Sovereign Pontiff: Where* 
as the bifhop of Bangor allows it, as well as takes 
it. The Do&or wants the Prefs to be undctf 

. the Lock and Key of the Convocation ; that 
is* of his Party in it ; and then we fhould be 
prefcrved from Infidelity, Herefy f and Schifm, as 
They are in Catholic Countries. And they 
who keep the Prefs will pronounce whatever 
they di (like, Countermand Goods. By Faith, thefe 

. fort of Men feem to mean, believing as the 
Church believes. And by Infidelity, they mean,! 
the not believing as the Church believes. 
Whereby, it comes to pafs, J fometimes, as 
well at Home as in Catholiclc Countries, that; 
a Man may believe all the Articles of the A-l 
poftles Creed, his whole Bible, and keep all 
the Commandments, as well as his Neighbour, 

and 
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\and yet in thefe Mens account be an Infidel % 
H&etick, and Schffmativk. 

The Do&or proceeds ; 7%eres a large infultttog 
Infantry of Wits* my Loid> without the leafi Re* 
dufthn yet made, who would bring Deifm and Ir- 
religion into Fafbion* jorfoothy and make Profane- 

neft the Chara&er of a Gentleman, and efkem 

it an Argument of Judgment and Ingenuity, to bt 

above the Follies of Confcience* when Men arc 

once grown able to laugh at Ccnfcience, I peftme 
we may, without Breach of Charity > affirm> that fuch 
Perfons have no Honefly but Advantage , and thht 
Interefi is the only Endearment of their Duty to fi&tfr 
Prince. — * I lament all this with the Do&or 
where it is found ; I lament, alfo, the Occasi- 
on of that Infulthg Infantry s growing ft) large. 
Of which one great one is, the Prcterifiohs 
and Writings of fuch Men as this Meraoria- 
Jift ; for Men are never more provoked to dt- 
ny to Mtnifters even what is their due, than 
when Mtnifters prefumc to lord it over Gocts 
Heritage^ and to have Dominion over their 
Faith. I lament again, that this Dolhr is fo 
little likely to contribute any thing towards 
the ReduBhn of this Infantry. I lament taoiip 
ih'll, that he himfdf is too liable to be rank y d 
O'Hiong the Laughers at Confdence: As he muft 
be, who laughs at Sincerity in the Conduft of 
it, as that, >yhich makes the Chrifiian and 'Bbt- 
tintot of the fame Houfhold : For what is Con- 
fcience, without Sincerity in the Conduct of it ? 
Me muft needs make light of Continence, who is 
•for coercing Men, and restraining them from think- 
ing as they pleafe (or rather) as they think they 
ought, when he fhews no regard to Evidence and 
Convi&ion, If my Confcience is Qoerced> it's all 

one 
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bnc to me, whether it be by the Council of Trent, $¥)U*ftt ] *} 

a Convocation, or an Affembly of Divines. And to ^ A J} jf^*** 

itte, thejr are all Laughers at Coiifcience* who'' 

can make fo light a Matter of it, as to force 

me againft my Cotifcience, or punifli me for , 

condu&ing my (elf by it, though Without any 

Crime againft the State. 

When Men dre once grown able to laugh at On* 
fcience. — ( fays the Doftor ) what rauft Cntfci* 
ence hefe ftand for? For the Publick Confcience, 
or a Man's private one ? Not this latter, fure, for 
this is Sincerity ; the formidable Badge of the 
Brstijb NoiaUes : 'Tis that which' the Apoftle 
fyjoyced in > the Teftimony oj his Confcience that in 
Sincerity dnd Godly Simplicity U had hit Converfd- 
tion 1 and confequently, wearing th fs Badge* 
let St* Paul deny if be can that they aS belong to the 
fame Religion* Houhold : Jexos y Turks, Chrifti* .. 

4ns, Indians, Barbarians* Hottentots, the BrHiJk J\facu(u4 
NoiaSes and the Afofile Paul. Thus Conscience 
is laughed at I for what is Sincerity* complied 
with Uniformity, ^ that Beauty of Holinefs ? 
What is inward Sincerity, in Comparifon of 
fbme Particular Methods of Religion ? Indeed 
God is laid to Love Truth in the inward Parts * 
fo far, as to declare, that in the want of it* 
he abhor d the particular Methods even of his 1 
own Inftitution ; however now it is laugh- 
ed at and run down, as an Enemy to Unifor* 
tnity and Ecdeftaftical Obedience. It difputes the 
Authority of the Guardians and Confervators 
of Religion. It bids them (how their Com* 
mfifion, for what they fay and do ; and pre* 
tends to Judge of that Coiqmiilion ( without 
which it would be in rain to call for tho 

P ' Sight 
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Sight of it ) whether it be to Couyfeh and Ad- 
vife what Do&rines may be receive^ upon 
Evidence, or ro Decide and Decree what (ball 
bei>y Force whether there.be Evidence or no; 
and to Excommunicate air that believe or pro- 
pofe Otherwife. 

Inftead of making Alterations for the Eafe 
of thofe Confciences, which he feems to allow 
fnay be laughed at, without being thought 
One who knows no Honejh : but Advantage ; He 
propofes to his Grace of Canterbury, the Ad* 
vice, that a great State/man gave to Auguftus 
upon his fifft Settlement of the Roman Empire, 
viz. 7%at be Jhould follow conftanth the Eftablifid 
Religion of hU Country, ( Heatbentfiq ) for n afl In- 
novations (though for Truth and Chriftianby) would 
foment Sedition in the State, (not without the Pa* 
gan Priefts) and be a means to fubvett his Go- 
vernment, i. e. Let us have our old Mumpjimus 
continued, 'our Alters and Temples &c. and 
as for the Liberties of the People, Auguftus, 
(hey are all at your Service. In following this 
Advice, Auguftus was bound to be an Enemy 
to the Chriftian Religion, and to oppofe . its 
coming into the Wdnd ; was bound to defend 
all the Rabble of the Heathen Deities . • and, all 
the barbarous Medley of Rituals, obferved in 
their Worfhip throughout the World ; tho* it 
were in Opposition to the God of Ifrael, who 
fhould at any time become known to them. 
This is a Maxim that will fit all M^giftrates, 
and jConftitutions, as well as a Roman. What 
Service it would do to the true Religion, 
throughout the World, I know not ) tho* it 
maybe of Advantage to the Priefteof all E- 
ftabliihments. Such 
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Such Advice as this, was fie enough for an 
Heathen, whofe Religion was nothing but the 
Invention of the Priefts. Such Advice* would 
become the Mouth of % Bonner or Gar diner 9 
whofe Religion was the Authority of the 
Church, her Canons and Councils ; But what De- 
cency, or Confiftcncfy Wt^^^ in telling 4 
Prdteftant Archbtjhop to\ tils L Face, that his 
Grace would rather approve \fycb Advice 05 xfiis$ 
than agree to any Alterations:? TW nevef 
fo much for the better,, or to never fo good 
PurpofeS? .Advice that muft have hindred the 
Worfliip of the God of Ifraelteking place, tho* 
upon the ftrongeft Canvidion of the Pagan Su*» 
perflation. That raufHiaye hindred Chriftiani- 
ty entering the Roman Empire^ t and prevented 
the 'Reformation from Popery j which accord- 
ing to this Advice, is an Innovation, that all \ 
the Catholick Eftablifttnents, are to guard \ 
againft: Advice, that .^obliges the^ Eftablljfo'd' \ 
Church of Scotland to fend away all the Jnnoya* \ 
ting Epifcof alians ; and t Advicj, that is d*-* | 
rc&ljr contrary to the Church's Annual Wijb, fo't 
fuch Alterations as may Innovate fome bet- 
ter Methods of Godly Difciplfoe ; is well as to 
her ftanding Prayer; ib#i thy Ways be known 
Upon Earthy thyjaving Health among 'aU Nations-, 
which cannot be anfwered, if all Nations follow I 
eonftanily the [EftabUJhed Religion of the Cottntrylm | 
defiance of all Innovations. 

The (jjtapfation from 1 Dr, South, (p. 2. of 
this Memorial) is as' Heathenilh, as that 
given to Auguftus: It is firftabJe to the Tem- 
per of that iharling Declaimer, who feera.s 
KQ pwe a deal of tte Poignancy of his Stoyr, 

: l ' F % -to 
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to a Rtfolutfon of being witty, in fpitc of 
his New Te&ament. However, the Dp&or 
fays it down, as a moft undoubted Truth, 
ip Doftor Stop's Words, 7^* the btft and 
ntoft Apoftolical w&y to effabli/b a Churchy and 
fecure to it alafting Qontiimance of \ the Truth 
and Purity of the Gojjiel, is, for ^ the. Govern? 
nrs and Mtnifters thereof, not to give Place at 
afry or yeild up the teafi lawful received Con- 
pi tut ion of h> to the Demands ox the Ptetfncet 
c f fab as Di(fent or Separate jfrojwr /V, tjmih 
gPjr**fsr*L, never fo Urging and Un fortunate . This, that he 



palls the mo ft Apo&oucat % is in fuU Opf ofltu 
tfn to the Apoftle's Directions, Rpm, i+joreceiv* 
}>imthat is Weak in the faith % but not to doubt- 
ful Deputations ; let not him that eats dejpilk 
him that eateth nbt, nor him that eattfh not jwgt 

htm that eateth - whq art thou that judgell 

pnother Mans Servant? one Man efteewtb out 
Day why dofl thou Jet at nought thy Bro- 
ther to him that effeemeth any thing Un^ 

clean, to him it is unclean* V. if. but if thjt Bro^ 
tber be grieveS with thy Meat % nov^maJkeH thou 
pot charitably, v. 1 9. let . us therefore fofynt) tht 
things that make for Peace, and, things wherewith 
one may edify another, v. 20. For Meats ieflroynot 
the Work of God ; aU things indeed are pure, hit it 
is mil f 0* that Man who eateth xp&b Offence* 
V. nit is good neither to eat Flefi> nor irinhWintx 
nor any thing whereby thj Brother ftumbletf}, or is ef z 
fended or is made weak, Ch. 1 $. v. a. Jet evert one. 
of us pleafe his Neighbour for his Good to Edifica^ 
tien. I leave the Reader to judge between 
Dr. South apd the Apofffo 4s tp Apoftolical 

the 
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The Dofior tells the Fanatics, they muft 
not be hired to be Loyal but muft be Obedient 
for Coniciencc-Sakc What ? Muft Fanatics be 
tired to do their Duty ? No fure, all Hire m4 
Wages muft be referred for the Chwsb, as wcH 
*s all Pewer 3 the Church is attached to Abnar- 
cby {fays he) by Religious Principle and Obedient* 
wittxut DifiinttiM cr Rejerye, at fatfr with** 
treacherous Di&Ut&ien or Referve t She has no 
£*£, no* Tetthj mot /Talons ; (fag can be Sttipt, 
and Spovrg'd and Trampled upon, without er 
vpr flying in the Face of her Sovereign* 
She oevec fqiqplemeuted a . King with any 
Powers, but} what ihe was refolved to fqbfut; 
to> thp' with the Lofs of aD* Such * Cfaw* at 
this can never dp a Prince aiiy Ham 1 aed 
I therefore k* him but get over the Fanatkk* 

i to him, aid he muft be out of all Dinger. 

Thf Church being devoted to him by Prat* 
**>/*, 'tis but bribing the F**a*ith and aU is 
Safe, This Wan is no Conjurer, 

There is one Thing J wonder at, that a- 
gating all thefe Sighs and Groans I can find 
fo little beftowed upon the Danger of Religi- 
on, from Drunkenefs, Debauchery and Propha- 
nefs. The Church fecms to be in nq Dan- 
ger from them • no> nor would it be from 
Infidelity* if that were but good-natured e- 
nough to da thor ChuKhV^Drudgery, as in 
Catholic Cotrtitries, where the Athei/t (its in 
Judgment upon the Heretic AU manner of 
Wicked nc fs never run higher in Britat% than 
puder the Chaft?, Pious, Prudent Charles IL 
?nd yet the Defter** Church was in no Dan- 
jfiv, qiade na jSuffnria , qq Outcries, but a- 

gainft 
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gainft thofe wto 'imagined the Proteftant Reli- 
gion to k>fe grpiind. The R$afon Teems to be; 
the Liberty trhcire was .to % tak? Vengeance up- 
^n Diflenters' at- that time ;-. And if the Spirit of 
DmotkkH hact received the fame Encourages* 
mentrncftr as-^whllc ago, J beg^heDo&or's 
Pardon If he thinks mc too fevere in Imagin- 
ing rttttt thin,' Oiif prefent Sixers would haycf 
been jimong the Laughers' at Confcience. 
- Sir* When* 1 firft began ,tp write, I though* 
I'fltfrod ha^iujd room for fome Remark* 
on fe vet^t Paffages in the Memo ft ah, but find- 
ing my Letter already gr&wn to a length I 
did npc jnttend, I (hall choofe to break off 
here* with this Obfervatfon i That, ff the' 
GoreEnment be intimidated from purftimg' 
Its true Interett) by fuch Sighfrig and Groans 
ing as tins* the Dtlhr's Church will -be'fo fa¥ 
from helnjg a Support- to the #*#, thbt it wiH 
make fc Truckle to it 

;f I am, Sir* ' : 
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Proud and haughty Scorner is his Name, who deal- 
eth in proud Wrath. (Heb.) In the Wrath of Pride. 
Pro v. xxi. v.24. 
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OTHING is more amia* 
ble than Modefty. It en* 
titles to univerfal Regard* 
It brightens every other 
Excellence, and makes all 
Imperfe&ions pardonable i 
It raifes in Mankind the 
moft friendly Difpofitionto 
all whom they fee pofTeflcd 
of it : And, above moft other things, qualifies 3 
Man both to give, and to receive, Entertainment 
and Inftru&ion. For tbefe Reafons it has been, 
ever efteem'd the moft recommending Quality in 
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And thefe Things, which make an humble 
Man fo agreeable and ufcful a Companion, fliouW 
be fufficient to make every Author, who defigas 
either the Satisfa&ion or Improvement of thofe 
that read him, follicitous to guard againft every 
> Degree of Inibleace, every Expreffkm and Mark 
of an haughty Mind. And accordingly it has 
been an uroal Method, 3 prevailing Stratagem 
with molt Writers, to pat on an Air of Mode- 
fty •, and either in the Beginning, or the Clofe of 
their Work, to difclaim all felfifh Viewi and 
conceited Thoiights of their ovra Merit It is 
true, th^fe kwrly Profelfioas are often accampa- 
ny'd with fuch plain Marks of Self-Efteem as to 
deftrey their own Credit : An Author can't 
reasonably expeft, norxloes he always delire to 
be believ'd, when he lays, His Adverfary has 
hid nqre Good of him. th^ he defirves (a) » qj: wjjen 
fie feems^to allow himfelif to be a nutijt, ignorant 
Writer (b) : 6m who thro* Ignorance, thd* witti 
no Delign of Calumny, might mifreprefent the 
Senfe of plain Words. This is fo far from being 
tfe Bficft of Hua&ility, that it i* a peculiar and 
very fuccefsfql Art off Oftentation ; which the 
late Barl of Sitaftsbury in his Advke to an Author 
(c) rallies upon with great Juftnefs and Hamonr. 

* There appears, fityu be, fuch a peculiar Grace 

* and Ingenuity in the Method of confcffing La- 

* fciaefc, Precipitancy, Cafefefsnefs, or whatever 

* other Vices have been the Occafion of the Ai*. 
! tbor's Deficiency, that it 'would ftem a pity 

* had the Work itfclf been brought to ftcfc 4 
f Parfedion as to have left no room for the £e- 

* iriten t 

* (*) If* Condition and Example ofourSav. tiwUt*ted*p.<ot 
. (b) P. 6%. Ibid. 7 * * " 

(c> P. i7i# 
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1 nltent Party to enlarge on Ms Demerits, Now 

* this does very well in a Corollary or winding 

* up; it ends pathetically, and the Reader doubt- 

* lefs wilt be ready on theft Terms to give Ab- 
4 fblution to a cenfeffing Author for thofe Faults 

* which he chnfes rather to excufe than amend. * 
Thh artful Endeavour to palliate it, does, 4- 
mong Men of Judgment, but very imperfedly 
fecure from that Offence which is juftly taken at 
that Delight in himfelf, and inordinate Value 
for his own Performances, fb frequently to be 
met with in an Author. 

f Slow fince this is an Evil, to which they who 
lend their Thoughts abroad into the World, are 
fb generally lia we ; finee the Tendency of it h 
fb unhappy, as that even Reafon and good Seaft 
themfelveS muft fuffer, and appear left agreeable, 
ttfieh propos'd with Pride and Scorn j it is wdrtft 
while to confider a little diftinftly the Caufes 
from which it may proceed. And upon Enquiry 
we (hall find, that foch is the Make of our Minds, 
that an imaginary, as well as real, Excellence is 
apt to fill us with this Vanity and Conceit. And 
Whatever is apt to make Men expeft great Defe- 
rence and Regard from thofe with whom they 
converie, win tempt an Author to confider him- 
felf as fbperfor to mod that read him, and to all 
that write againft hhn. 

An honourable Family 1 a Defcent from An- 
ceftorsin any Refpeft famous* efpeciaily if con- 
fidcrable for their Learning; Great Titles, Marks 
of Eminence and Diftin&ion ; Great Eltates, 
whether deriv'd from others, or of our own acqui- 
ring; bearing a public Chamber; reprefenting a 
Body of Men either generally efteenrd or fear'd j 
a good Meafure of Popularity j a Reputation 

pretty 
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pretty well eftablifli'd, as far as it has reach'd 

in the World i a diftinft and thorough Know- 

ledge of the Subjeft treated on, a good ftrong 

*and clear #ay of Reafoning, Creat Reading, 

' A Beauty of Style, An acceptable Manner of 

.cxprefling his Sentiments*, An Art of feeming 

to write to the Purpofe, appearing to be in 

"Earnelfc, and yet hiding a Man's real Thoughts, 

and keeping clear of every Difficulty thrown 

in his Way; Thefe, and fuch like things, are 

ready to give an Author a very good Opinion 

of himfelfy/ 

A Man, confcious to himfelf that he has one,' 
or more, of thefe Advantages aboveother Men, 
is in Danger of growing Arrogant and Conceit- 
ed. Few Writers have all theft, in any Degree 
of Eminence, together. Some of them are more 
considerable Perfe&ions and Advantages, than o- 
tbers. One of them at leaft, (the Colouring 
Art) is rather Ground of Shame than Glory. 

Many fancy themfelves pofiefs'd of more of 
thole Excellencies, and in an higher Meafure, 
than more impartial Judges can fee they have 
any Reafon for. But were every thing of this* 
^Nature really to meet in an Author, in an en* 
vy'd Degree, 'tis very poffible he may fb far 
overvalue himfelf upon the Account of them, 
as to render what he writes lefs acceptable and 
ufeful. - 

I have been led into this Way of thinking^ 
by obferving that which, 1 dare fay, has efcap'd 
no attentive Reader's Notice •> The uncommon 
Air of Diftance and Superiority the Dean of 
' Chkbefier has put on, in his late Controverfial 
Writings. There is no Man, it feems, good 
and great enough to fay any thing contrary to his 

'!"" V Sentiments, 
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Sentiments-, or lb much as to put him in Mind 
of his own Opinions. 'Tis an unpardonable 
Preemption in any. Man, either to anfwer, or* 
cenfure, what He has thought fit to publifh. \ 
cannot pretend to fay, whether this be Vhium 
Natura, or Anima ; but that it is Vitium of fome 
kind or other, I am very fure : And finqe this 
worthy Perfon himfelf will not Say, eyery Body. " 
feems at Liberty to gueft, on what he founds 
all this felf Efteem. 

For my Part, I would not willingly overlook 
any one thing, that may help to make him ap- 
pear fo very great and ronfiderable in his owq. 
Eyes. 

I readily, acknowledge, that his good Father, r * / 
the late Dean of St. TauH made, for a confi- ^r r K 
derable Time, no contemptible Figure in the 'j^****** 
Learned World : He has left behind him, Works, }*«y*»*K* 
which, if I miftake not, will long endear his 
Memory to all that' believe a Providence and a 
World to come, and have any Regard to the 
Fra&ice of Virtue, .under th6 Belief of a future 
Judgment and Retributions. ; But nothing of/ # 
this Kind is needed to raife and fpread the Re- 
putation of the Son -, Non Genus & Vrdavou The ' 
Be an of Chichefier does not care to hear his Fa- 
thers Nam* mention'd, tho* in the moft couf- * 
teous and obliging Manner (4). 'Tis the leatt 
thing* of a thoufand to him, whether the Gla- 
jtiour againfi: him, and the defign'd Cehlure of 
him, by a Convocation, was 'Might add well 
grounded ; or whether itwas only for explain 
jng and vindicating a Doftrine of the Church, in the 

Integrity^ 
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ktegritl, *s v*B *s Zed of his fym (4)* AnEgrei 
gious lnftance of that Heathen Virtue, PUtaf 

org* Pattern. 

But bis Titles, his Dignities and Preferments 
feem to weigh more with him. Tfaefe he regards, 
among the Things Qtu fecimus iffl. As being the 
immediate Fruit, and the hardly fufficient Re- 
ward, of his perfonal Merit * AndEntitling to the 
fame Priviledges which a raifed Station and a 
plentiful Fortune, are wont to give Men in Con* 
variation. Upon the Foot of theft Advantages, 
he Demands to be read with uncommon Defe- 
rence and Refpe&j and without any Gojjtradio 
tion from all. who cannot he fuppofed tQ have fi» 
much Senie ai}d Knowledge, as he has, by Ibme 
Thoufands of Pounds* Muft not be be very in* 
folent and ill-bred who (hall prefume with half 
bis Eftate, to convince a Man of his Subftance and 
Figure of any Contradi&ion or Miftake? With- 
out any Concern toanfwer what > wrote, 
'tis hard if a wealthy (6) D$*n may not le*vt 
it to the World u % jndgt % whether a Mao ought 
to be fuppofed to have any Proportion of his 
Capacity and Judgment, who has not % fifth Part 
of his Dignity qua Preferment, 

But as great as lie thus becomes in himftlf, he 
would think it an Injury fhould his Readers con* 
fider him merely as a private Perfon. He will 
be regarded as writing in rhtSipttUn of a Gmjti* 
tntionj and fo appears with the Authority of a 
whole Church. Surely a Member of a Committal 
of Convocation, when an Author in their behalf, 
may give himfelf out tq be conljdcr'd & thutt Gm- 

pjittet) 

(a ) Bang. P. S. to Sphs. *u Q2. 
ib) Conf. p. 66.67, 'T * * 
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imttee^ and that Committee as the Convocation* 
and the Convocation as the Clergy of the Nation. 
And a Reader muft be vefy uncourteous, that 
does not regard the high Merit, colle&ed toge- 
ther and fummed up, by this Political Arithme-- 
tick, in one Perfon. None of thofe who perufe 
him, can fure, with any Modefty, think other- 
wife than he. will allow ; or appear to oppofe 
him with any Decency, when they are to know, 
that if they fhall be Co hardy as to do fo, they 
muft of Coiirfe be Enemies to the Church. And 
whatever they fay, if it has any Weight of Ar- 
gument in it efpecially, muft be bitter tnfinuati- 
ons againft the Clergy. What a Gentleman of 
fuch Confideratiou as this, is pleafed to make 
publick, fhould, it is fuppofed, flop the Mouths 
of the Enemies of the Qnflitution (*> And if.it 
fnould not \ but there fliould be found fome, 
who, notwithftanding, fhould ftill think, and 
crave Leave to let the World know why they 
think differently ; fure a Perfon of fuch accumu- 
lated Merit may have the Priviledge of declaring*' 
without being charg'd with Pride or jirrrgance, 
that he flail not value them (b"). 

The Dean feems fenfible, that by his accurate 
Preaching, and what he had already publifh'd, 
be had obtain'd a very defirable Meafure or 
Efteem among competent Judges. And he had 
both Reafon-and Inclination, to value bimfelf 
more on the good Opinion anotfier venerable 
Body of Men heretofore had of him,, than on 
the Regard fhewn him by the whole Convoca- 

B tion. 



(a) Viniit. of CorfOf. and Teft Afb % $ Preface* 
(i) Ibid, 
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tiou. This, his partial Friends and fond Ad- 
mirers have made fo unhappy an Ufe of, as to 
infinuate, that he need but write like himfelf 
to tutjhine every Body elfe. And is the Juftice, 
or Exadnefs, of their Opinions to be call'd in 
queftion* or fufpended ? If the Publick has any 
Manners, it is expeded it will conform to the 
Senfe and the Approbation of the raoft Know- 
ing and Judicious. The Credit of great Weight 
and Ability among Men celebrated for Wifdom, 
fcould entitle to univerfal Efteem. The whole 
World muft offer the fame Incenfe to him, which 
they fee others do, or they will betray their 
own Ignorance, falfe Tafte, and vyrong Judg- 
ment i which will make them rather the Obje&s 
^ of Pity and Scorn,- than of Regard. 

-£'r *v*> But notwithftanding what may be faid againft 

A* *d"ff } 4 ^ e Dean > lt mu ft be own '^5 that he generally 
eic?i'z.K'J>- commands a clear and a grateful Style* This is 

a very great Happinefs in afn Author, to be 
able to exprefs his Sentiments in an agreeable 
Manner j and 'tis what Men are as apt inordi- 
nately to value themfelves upon, as any one 
Qualification whatever. They who know.them- 
felves to be Matters herein, are frequently 
tempted to write on Subjeds, where nothing 
can fupport them but a peculiar Elegancy, which 
they fancy muft recommend all they fay. And 
hence it comes to pafs, that upon the leaft 
Variation of the Manner of Exprejfwt , thofe 
Things which feem to ferve a Caufe, lhall be 
turn 'd quite againft it. The fine and hand- 
fom PafTages which a Man may think mighty 
Embellishments to his own Arguments, fhall 
be apply 'd with more Truth, and confequently 
ufed with much more Effed, on the other 

"" " ■" Side. 
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Side? ^ Nay, fometiraes an Author {hall grow 
fb vain and proud of his own Manner of 
Writing, as to think himfelf capable of giving 
the faireft Colours to the fouleft Errors, or 
the worft of Caufes. A Confcioufnefs of an 
happy Talent this Way, has firawn in many 
others, a? well as helped to draw in the Dean of 
Chichefhri to plead for one of the worft Things 
in the Worjd, Perfection ; and to throw Con- 
tempt upon one of the belt Things in the World, 
Proteftant and Englifh Liberty. He knows that his 
Style is one of the beft in the prefent Age : And 
therefore,'tbo' he fhould fill a Book with Falfhood 
and Mifreprefentations, he doubts not its parting 
well in the World, Tho' his Quotations > may 
be proved to be meer Calumnies j His Nar- 
rative and Hiftorical Accounts (v. g.) of the 
Incapacitating Laws relating to the Diffinters, may 
be proved no better than a finely contrived 
Story of his own dreffing up *, and tho' all 
his Arguments muft therefore of Courfe be 
fallacious*, yet he trufts to their Drefs, and 
hopes That alone will be fufficient to recom- 
mend every Thing he thinks fit to wrrte. 

The Things on which an Author may molt J f 
iuftly value himfelf, are, a thorough and diftinft [Jsj^t, 
Knowledge of the Subjeft on which he writes, 
and a Capacity and Inclination to reafon juft- 
ly and ftrongly upon it. There is no con- 
ceivable Cafe, in which a Man afTumes to him- 
felf, with fo little Offence as in this : But 
then it 'muft be added too, there is no Writer 
"fb little likely to do fo } as one of this kind: 
For the fame fine Talents that make him ex- 
cell , do at the fame Time IHt him above 
that Weaknefs of Pride : 'The fame Juftnefs 

1 of 
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of Underftanding that th^kes an Author write 
a great many good Things, makes him afraid . 
they are hardly good, enough to be read. 
When a Man of a moderate Underftanding 
thinks he writes divinely ; a Man of a truly 
great Genius fometimes thinks he writes to* 
larably well, and is pleas'd that he fhould 
have the good Fortune to entertain and pro- 
fit the World. It is not fb ufual for a Man 
to pride himfelf in Writing well, as in ma- 
king a Shew and an Appearance only of 
Writing to the Pu,rpofe. Real and great Me- 
rit feldom makes Men conceited in their O* 
pinions of themfelves, or arrogant in their 
Carriage to others : But little Arts, plaufiblc 
Colours, 3nd cunning Difguifes, are ajmoft as 
inconfiltent with, Modefty, as they are' with 
Integrity, 

For all that appears to difinterefted and 
impartial Judges, Mr, Sykes (not to lay the 
Bifhop of Bwgor) knows full as much con^ 
cerning the Subjed of which he pretended to 
treaty as the Dean does of any of thofe Affairs 
in which he gives himfelf out to be fo thorough- 
ly vers'd. 

I don't believe that any Body, who has feen 
what has been (a) reply'd to it, will imagine 
that he thoroughly underftood, or fairly repre- 
f?ntedj the Nature and Defign of thofe A&$ 
he pretended to vindicate } whatever ConfiJ: 
dence his Poll in the Temple might give him, 
of his Sufficiency to ftate a Point in Law. Buj! 
what then ? He is very fcnfible, that the Caufp 
... t . . ;«. : ""'; 'W 
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he has to manage is extreamly Popular $ what 
the Generality of the People of this Land ar$ 
at prefent ftrongly difpoftd and inclined to 
believe, on little or Jlo Evidence : He knotfi 
that he has a very handfom and taking Way 
of telling this agreeable Story j and what neea 
has he to fear their Anfwers, or Confutations? 
Every Principle much in Vogue, he catches at 
all Opportunities of mentioning, vindicating, 
and dilating upon. In tfofe Particulars £to borrow* 
'Jus own Words, with much lefs Juftice apply'd 
by" hiqni to his Lordfhip) he fpeah out \ However 
hfhas with .more than Chriftian Prudence avoided 
declaring his Opinion in many Things laid to his 
Charge •, and which he had undertaken, and pub- 
ifckly obliged himfelf to defend and make 
good. 

And here I can't but obferye, a pretty lit- 
tie Art this great Writer has, of wording 
even a Title Page, fb as to prejudice \ 
Reader in his Favour, or raife a grouddlefe 
(Ddium in thofe who (hall venture to dppoffc 
himw Among other things, in bis Anfwer 
to the Reprefentation of the Committee, the 
Bifhop of Brngar had wrote excellently well 
in behalf of the great End and Defign for 
which the Corporation and Teft Afts were made > 
W&. The keeping out Popery, and fecuririg the 
Proteftant Religions and uniting Protectants 
upon the true Principles of that Religion, fy 
is that Popery may never more return a- 
jnqng us- In a little Time out comes lbme- 
thiog defign'd by way of an Anfwer in a 
Paper bearing this Title, A Vindication of the ' 
Corporation and Teft Afts, in anfwer to the Bifhop 

of BangorV Reafons for the Repeal of them: That 

\ ' - ■■'.■ '--.'. - ■ , - • • is, 
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i$, a Vindication of them again ft the Ends, for 
which tliey were made : For the great Ends 
for which they are made, are of the Reafons 
urged by the Bifliop of Bangor, and are indeed 
now become the juft and fufficient Reafons for 
yvhich they fliould be repealed. Befides, by 
fuch a Title as this, the Book is fecur'd from 
an Anfwer from any Hand that would dread 
(as who does not dread) being efteem'd an 
ill Churchman •, and Is fure of the Applaufe 
of all the true fteady Friends to the Church, 
whether they read any farther than the Ti- 
tle Page, or no. 

But he has improved and refinM upon this 
Anfwer in his laft Pamphlet j and with a di& 
ingenuous Artfuinefs, beyond what I ever re- 
member to have met with in any. Writer 
of Controverfy, he has chofe a Title, againft 
which it would be look'd upon as prophanc 
and unchriftian to write : The addition and 
Example of our blejfed Saviour vindicated, in an- 
fwer to the Bijhop of B -r, &c. What! fay 

the Common People prcfently, does this Bifhop 

of Bangor impugn the Condition and Example of 
cur bleffed Saviour tod ? That's the Infinua- 
tion. When alas ! the good BiJhop is himfelf 
a lovely Copy of ChrifK Example, and the 
belt Defender of Chrift's Authority, one of themi 
in the World. However, catching a Titld 
that thus unavoidably throws, an Odium on the 
Opponent, is like gaining the Weather-Gage 
in a SeaiFight ; the Fleet that is to the Lee- 
ward is fare to have all" the Smoak of both 
. Firings in their Face: For who dares write 
againft a Pamphlet whofe Title is, A Vindication 
.of Chrlfr's Example, &C ? u ' . ' '••/■•• - 1 
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Thcfe are fome, if not all the Advantage* 
which the Dean brought with him into this 
Controverfy. He values himfelf, more thaii 
a little, in fome or ail of thele ; and is fb big 
with them, He can. hardly forbear, in every 
Page, to make his Reader fenfible that he 
ftands upon riling Ground. He does not in* 
deed, in exprefs Words, fay, what I cannot* 
without great and grievous Offence, hear e- 
ven my Lord Bacon himfelf fay concerning his 
Works i that He conceives they may laft as Ion* 
as Booh Uft (a). Nor with the late ingen* 
ous Mr. John Norrh, that he hopes a very diffP* 
cult Argument has loft Nothing by his Manage- 
ment (b). But the Marks of the Dean's Arro- 
gance are but very little more conceal'd, and 
lefs vifible than thefe •, and therefore caa 
hardly be faid to be lefs Blocking; elpecially 
to any Man who thinks, as polfibly fbme may 
think, they have lefs indilputable and folid 
Merit to fupport them. 
' The DifTenters indeed (a defpis'd People) 
could expeft no other, when fo great a Man 
Ihonld condefcend fo low as to write againft 
them, but to be fet *t the utmoft Diftance 
that Pride of Expreffion could contrive. Arid 
Mr. Sykes muft not only be content to be told 
but take it as a Favour that fo friendly aii 
Excufe is ^ made for him *, that however he 
thought himfelf fit to be an Author, yet he 
wrote without knowing any Thing of the Matter. 

But who can with Patience fee the Peon's Haugh- 

tinefs 
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tineft, in the contemptuous Expreffions he uietf 
towards one, who, by the Favour of Provi- 
dence, is made his Superior ; and that both by 
his Station in the Churchy and his Place among 
the Peers of the Realm. Here 'tis fhameful to 
obferve how much the Dean writes both out 
of Chara&er, and out of Temper* * 

* - Even before my Lord had taken any particu- 
lar Notice of him, or any farther Notice of the 
Convocation than barely to fay he was preparing 
an Anfwer to the Committee (a\ the Dean begins 
to exprefs his Arrogance ia the raoft unfeeemly 
Menaces. He gives the Bifhop to know, that if 

he would pretend to juftify his Sermon^ hejhould find 
that 'he has a Matter of another Nature upon his 
Hands, than ever yet he was engaged in (b). And 
the Reafon why nis Lordfhip was to find it fucb 
hazardous and difficult Work to .defend his Ser* 
. mon, we may fuppofe was particularly this, be- 
caufe when his Lordfhip (hall publifh his Anfwer, 

the Dean will neither be afraid nor ajharnd to own 
the Caufe, and do the Work of the Church. I will take 
my Share In the common Defence of the Reprefentatiotf 
of the Committee in which I concurred. As ever 

therefore the Bifhop ^ould keep clear of (b 
very formidable an Adverdry, it concerned him 
to, lay afide all Thoughts of an Anfwer, and reft 
fatisfied with the Chaftizement he had, for 
Fear of worfe. The fame Air of Authority 
he had before put on, when confidering him- 

felf 
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felf no dpubt, as fpeakiag ia the Name of 
the mighty We of the Convocation (a)> be thus 
iefults and threatens his Lord&ip : He'll find 
that Something he mufh part with, and I heartily 
Tpijh him the happier Choke* 

When, notwithftaading all 'thofe Threat- 
ningsy his Lordfhip purfu'd his Refblution of 
defending the Do&rmes laid down in his Ser- 
mon* I know not whether tjie Dean difcovera 
more plainly, a Meannefs of Spirit in watch- 
ing for any feeming Mtftake.in Expreffionj 
or Pride in infulting upon any fuch Ap- 
pearance. In his P. & to Mr. Syh\^ Second 
tetter, the Bifhap had fpoke of an Adtton as 
a Law of Chrifty which perhaps is neither fo 
unufual nor improper a Way of Speaking as 
the Dean would repreftnt it : However, i£ 
the Dean had any Objection againft it, he 
was free, to befure, to expreft his Diflike 
of it (b).. But the Manner in which he does 
it, i$ worthy himfelf \ and either above, or 
below any Man's Imitation. Tou could not* 
my Lordy be accurate in the Language ', if you. 
'mould humour your Principle* There is a Reafon* 
and Phifafcphy even in Language^ which fern* 
DoQrines cannot bear ; as your Lordflnp will find, 
when you endeavour to jvfify the Exprejfion, or 
fupport your Dettrine, without it. What Tri- 
umphs ! What needlefs ill-grounded Triumphs 
are thofe ? But this is generous Treatment, 
compared with the baft Calumny which 

C con- 



•'■ V 



(a) Anfvoer to a Letter fent to the #cv. Du Sherlock, 
p. iS. 

(i) Confiderathns > p* ig» 



f& r 'Ah ESSAf on'thi * - 

Concludes his Dlfcoiirfe concerning the ZtligUtt 
of Oaths (a). He has made a drift there to 
feprefent a few Words of his Lord (hip in a 
difadvantageous Light } by tearing them from 
all the Limitations that lay round about them, 
and tacking a malicious Comment of his own 
to them ; he has made them found ftrangely 
fhocking. The Calumny is fufficiently an- 
fwer'd: But that which I would obferve, is, 
the fcandalous Ufe he propofts to make of 
this Quotation *, which is not more to infdlt 
the Bifhop as a rafh unguarded Writer, than 
it is to prejudice all with whom his Judgment 
will weigh any thing, again ft all that the Bifhop 
has publifh'd, or may publilh. I confider it 
in this Light, as a. flagrant Inftance of the 
vileft Cunning, and the molt intolerable In- 
folence together. And I know of nothing 
that can add to it*s native Deformity, or 
make it appear more odious than in itfelf it 
is, unlefs it be the Confideration of the very 
different Behaviour of the good Bifhop on all 
like Occafions. You fhall never fee a Line 
of this Nature drop from his Pen, either 
under the greateft Provocations and; Injuries, 
or upon a more than imaginary Viftory. 
Fancy'd Conquefts puff others up, •and make 
others vaunt ttoemfelves \ the molt real and 
applauded Advantages cannot elate his Mind, 
or make; him behave' himfeif in any Refpefir 
Unfeemlyv After -he had -fully refuted, and 
dear'd himfeif of, the Calumny, he adds, p. 21 
of that Anfwer, 4 As to the Dean. I allure the 

'World, 
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* World, that after having ihewn how greatly; 
c he has injured me, it is my fincere Detfre 
4 that this may not lay the leaft PrepoflefTioa 
c in the Way of any Reader, towards any one 
c Argument he makes ufe of. He may argue 
c very veil, tho' he has ufed me ver^ ///. 
t I write this for my own neceflary ViqdL-./ 
c cation, and not to hinder his Arguments 
c from having all the Weight they ought to 
€ have. * Here is Candour, Modefty and; 
Integrity, in an uncommon Degree : They need* 
no Foil to fet them off: Tho' every Part of 
the Dean's Conduct cannot but ferve to make 
them more confpicuous. 

But befides thefe, there are other Methods* . 
which the Dean has, of exprefling a wonderful 
good Liking of himfelf, and his Performances. 
L remember an Obfervation of my Lord 
Bacons, which he borrows from Pliny, in his 
JBJfay on Vain Glory \ c Among the Arts of 
4 . Oftentation, there is none better than to 
1 be liberal of Praife and Commendation to 
' others, in that wherein a Man himfelf hath 
c . any Perfe&ion. For, (kith Pliny, very wit- 
c tily, in commending another you do your 
c feif right: For he that you commend, is 
c ; either fuperiour to you in that, you com- 
c mend, or inferiour. If he be iafenour •, if 
'. he be to be commended , yo» much more ; 
c , If he be fuperiour •, if he be not to be 
^commended, you much lefs. ' By the help 
of this Remark, 'tis pretty eafy to underftand^ 
and account for, the great Refpett with which 
the Dean once and again mentions Dr. Snape % 
and his Writings* No Body, I dare f3y,- 
fxcept the Ferfons themfejves > ever fijfpefted 

C z hW 
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him of Sincerity in commending the Mafier 
of Eaton (a) for an extenfive Charity ; and 
Mr. Lau> (h) for ftrong and unanfwerabie Rea- 
foning, in his tifro Letters to the Biihop. But 
if he could perfuarie the World that Dr. 
Snape f after having a Hefted the. Right of the 
Civil Magiftrate to terrify and keep Men in at>c 
in their religions Capacity, had, notwithstand- 
ing €hi*,» a becoming Meafure of Good Will 
to Mankind, alntoft an Excels of Charity for 
Chriftians of a different Perfuafion from hi* 
own ; he might the more eafily obtain Credit 
ftimftlf, for what he thought he had occa- 
fion foon after to add, that he could with- 
a ck£r "Mind fay, be had ever pleaded dgainft 
Perfection : Which could never other wile 
bav* been believM, eoufidering that it ibtnds 
ii the midft of aaopea publick Plea for ne- 
gative Difcaurageth*at*y and incapacitating 
v Laws, on the Accdtiftt 6f racer Religion* But 
if Eft Snape has enough and to fpate, Dr. 
Sbtrlick can hardly overvalue himfelf on the 
rtueN more goodly Appearance he has of 
Gftarity. And if the bean can induce us to 
take it upon his Word, that Mr. L*tf$ loofe 
Declamations a rtftrottg, and nervous, and con- 
vincing, he himfblf fleed never fear being 
efteem'd> what he calls Mx.-Utp, a vtry configurable 
Writer* For I am fitisfy'd, from me he won't 
take it as a very high Compliment, If 1 teil him, 
that he writes, as 1 verily think he does, feme*' 
thing better than Mr. £**,or Dr. Shape either. 

Goo* 
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Contempt of ethers is a natural Attendant 
on Pride. An high Opinion of a Manfs 6vttP 
papacities will naturally lead f 6 af mean one of 
other People*. - And this makes the Sincerity 
of thefe Encomiums very doubtful, confideriftg 
bow natural and ufual it is with the Dean to 
throw out difparaging Reflexions on all wkh 
whom he lias to do. A proud Author for ever 
fixes upon a difadvantageous Circumftance, to 
leflen the Credit and Efteera of any Man wh6m 
he has Occafion to mention. A younger Perfon 
at his firft Appearance in the World, tho' with 
Modefty, and many Marks of cle?r Reafoa ani 
fine. Capacity, fhafl be tufnM off with Scorn, 4 
remitted to the Ferula, tauntingly reprdach'cf 
With officious meddling in a Matter of winch Jie 
knows little. .TheOMcurfty and Privacy of a. 
Writer, which .one would think fhould rather, 
BTOte& from Injury, fliall be tjintfct to a ,Difad-> 
vantage, and made a Reafori of Irifult : Tho^ 
there are Circuraftsnces, which may make i% 
yery juftifiable or neceflary to lie in the Shade* 
and the Reaibns offer'd may be nevertheleft 
Weighty, and worthy of Regard j yet this lhalf. 
bfe call'd Wounding Men in the'darlc,. and flaying^ 
Kings by a Bow drawn at a Venture Then (a)\ 
they take the Advantage to attack the Refutation of 
others^ without ba&trding their own* Several obfevra. 
Per fins of late have'rinjulted Mtn of great Abilities 
and Worthy and taken Pleafvre to pelt them from thfir\ 
Coverts with little Objections } iho \ it feems 9 . thc x UL 
Succefs of* their Attempts has j unified ihtir Prudence 
in concealing themfclves. 

" Meas 1 



J ' 1 ' ■ ' * ■ ■ * 1 ' ' ■ . " . ■ — '» ' 



i • 



(a) Atterti, Mf. to Vol of Mr*. <- * 



** r Jk ESSAY m the ~ 

- Mens Capacities and Abilities, are reprefem> 
cd 9s unequal to the Task, or unfuitably eni- 
ploy'd: Tteir peculiar Talents lye another. 
Way, efpecially if they meddle with Subjeds* 
a little out of the Way, or are thought to in* 
vade another's Province ; and they are put in . 
Alind of Horace's Advice (a). 

, Sumitt Material? veftris, qui Scribitis, aquam 
. Viribus : & verfate dlu quid fcrrc recufent 
. Qidd valiant Humeri^ „ 

'. When Dr, Entity had given his Opinion of 
the Axis of the Earth, and the Face of the . 
$loon, in tii$Le&ures againft Atheifm •, Mr. 
Keil reprov.es him with this bitter Taunt (b) : \ 
« It were to be wifh'd, that great Criticks wqijUt 
c confine theif Labours to their Lexicons, and \ 
€ not venture to guefs in thofe Parts of Learja- . 
* ing, which are capable of pempnftration. "' 
The ingenious Mi., Norris, tells the Athenian 
Society, who. had remarked upon bis Notion of. 
Ideas, and 'the Nature 1 of Sin jfc) \ this it i$ % 

when Nature is not fellow* dj when' Science is ufurfd » 
when a Sort of Jtfeth wheft Talents were never known 
tp lye rnufh towards Thilofofhy, will turn a Conven- 
ticle into a Ptfft Royalj and fit up for Vcriuofts. 

'Tis an Infblerice, Scorn, and Contempt, no 
way inferior to any of thefe, that the Dean of 
Chichefter, every where difcovers, in his mention- * 
ipg Mr. Syles. Whenever he does vouchfafe 
to take any Notice of him, he would be u n- 
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derftood td look down upon him with the 
utmoft Difdaln. He tells the Bifhop, and uir- 
luckily in falfe EngHJh (a), That he had as live 
He ach Children to ready as anfwer Mr* S - - *s Let* 
ter : I wonder he thought it neceffary to write, before 
he had any thing to Jay to the Vvrpofe* If you lite 
fitch a Second, my Lord, yet I muft own to you, I 
dont lih fucb a Cbrrefpondent (b) : Nor can I imar 
gine, what tempted your Lordjhip to put him to this 
Employment (c). And in a later Piece, If he would 
permit me to do him a good Office, I could very fin* 
terely fay, I believe he knew nothing of the Matter* 

And yet he appears to know more than the 
Dean thinks fit to anfwer ; and in Spite of this 
Grimace, his uneafy Scorn, fliews Mr. Syhes* 
Knowledge to be very troublefome tahim ; and 
would incline any Man to believe, that he would 
have lik'd him better for a Correfpondent, had 
he found him lefs knowing. 

But if they are Men of the greateft Merit 
and acknowledg'd Capacity; Skilful, and vers'd 
in Gontroverlial Writing, known to be Matters 
of their Snbjeft, the Pride of an Adveriary 
will find Ways to humble them, by odious 
Comparifon with other Writers ; making them 
fall below themfelves, and unequal to their 
former Performances ; or reprefenting them as 
beholden to others, who are below them* 'Tis 
with this View, the Letter in the Flying Pofc 
Jan. 1 8 (d). l is faid to come from an able 
4 Hand, and to be writ in a Spirit very diflfc. 

' rent* 
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« rent, not only from the Paper ii) which it ap^ 
' pears, but from that of the Bifhopsown. ' And 
the Bilhop is laid to have kfcrttd his Urge Anfmr* 
+t fecond Hand, from Mr. Sykes. Mr. Sfkes had 
been all along reprefented in Terms of the ut- 
flipft Contempt, as the worthlefi Second of his 
"JLprdfhjp, and one tha$ hums nothing of the Mat- 
ter ill Debate between the Bijbop and the Dew. 
But row be is grown the Worthy Mr. Syhs. And 
the Biihop, it fjbems, is not only Second to Mr. 
Sykes, but has inferted great Part of Us large An- 
fwer from htm* This Mr. Spies, is certainly 4 
yery lucky Perfba in this Controverfy •, for he 
lias rofe from the lowcft Contempt of the Dean, 

m$t to he emphy'd as the Bifhfp's Second* to a 

Place Superior to the BMbop himfelf ; and of t 
6econd is commenced a Principal. The Bilhop 
and He have fhifted Places, and be has had his 
Turn of being, for the fame Reafons, an equajl 
Objeft of the greateft Scorn, and Efteem. 

There is 4 Piece of Conduft in Controverfial 
Writers, which hath a Mixture of much Pride, 
with fome Stratagem in it i when, with an Air t 
that is very afiiiming and confident, they whol- 
ly overlook an Adverfary, aad negled his Ar* 
goments. It is a Condefirenfion in an Author of 
Quality, to inftrud his Inferiors ; but to con- 
trovert any tiling with them, wou'd be a Staia 
ppon that Honour, that they carj't think of with- 
out Indignation. This was the Way, the pr?~ 
fent Bifhof of Rochefier took to eafwer Mr. B?n» 
jamin Hoadly. He gave out, that his Adver- 
fary was a Trifler, and his Arguments worthy 
only of neglett. The Party were ready enough 
to take it on his Word > and among them, per- 
haps, his Reputation and Principles too, were 

i>e«er 
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better fecured, than by attemping a Vindica- 
tion. 

Jufi: thus has the Dean of Chichefter chofen to 
treat Mr. Syhs's two laft Letters : He has not 
deign'd to confider any one thing advane'd in 
them ; tho' I can't bat think he will have ex- 
traordinary good Fortune, if he can perfuadLe 
the World to believe, that the true Reafon of 
this Negleft is, becaufe he does really regard 
Mr. Syhs as a contemptible Writer* 

But Mr. Syles may the better bear this Ufage, 
confidering that he has ic in common with his 
Superiours. 'Tis with very little lefs Haughti- 
nefs he treats the BiDiop of Bangor himlelf. He 
gives pretty plain Intimations, that he could 
hardly find in his Heart to make him any Reply : 
And, I believe, would have rid his Hands of 
him juft as Dr. Atterhwry did before, and as the 
Dean himfelf has done by Mr. Sykes^ had not the 
Bifhop given him an Occafion to humour the 
Party, and fecure his Character, among them, 
by pleading as plaufibiy, and as honeftly as he 
could, for thofe beloved Bills. He knew this 
would put a great Part of the World on a falfe 
Scent ; and that a NegleA of the Bilhop, heigh- 
tened with a good deal of fpecious Spite againft 
the Seftaries, would pafs among his Admirers 
for a Confutation of his Reafoning. And thus 
had he an Opportunity of humouring his own 
Arrogance, and dropping that part of the DiP 
4 pute that bore fo hard upon his Honour and 
Integrity \ which, without this Shift, would 
have lain very heavy on his Hands. 

After tny Lord had followed the Dean thro' 
what he had publifh'd, there is no fuch thing as 
Infolence in the World, if this be not a flagrant 

D lnftance 
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Inftance of it, for the Dean to tell him, who ill 
every thing truly valuable, is fo much his Supe- 
rior, * That whoever lball attempt to reply to 
1 it (the Bifiofs Anfmr) Step by Step, would 
c find himfelf'in a very l$w and tedious Employ- 
c *rnent. That the World would be foon tir'd 

* of a Controversy, that rifes no higher than, / 

c did not mean fo % and, Ton did mean fo : And that 

c a Writer muft be at a lofs to fpend his Time, 
c who can be willing to purfue fuch Trifles 

* thro' a Quire of Paper (a). ' Thus does he 

fteal out of the Con trover fy. Thus has this 

mighty Man difengag'd himfelf from appearing 

any farther in it, becaufethe Bifhop himfelf is 

by-fiur too little and triflinga Writer for Him 

to have* to do with. 

» 

Now fuch a proud Contempt of the Merit and 
Capacity ot other Men, is unreafonable and un- 
fair. It puts a modeft Adverfary out of Coun- 
tenance, gives jaft and grievous offence to fin. 
concern'd and impartial Perfons, betrays a weak*- 
nefs and littlenefs of Mind, and abates the Force 
of what is offer'd *, makes a Man look ridiculous 
himfelf, and both invites and juftifies the Con- 
tempt of Others. They trawplt on their Pride with 
greater Pride, A proud Author drelVd with 
borrow'd Plumes, ftrutting with imaginary Ad- 
vantages, aflunting fuperior Airs, and talking 
magifteriaUy, is like a Bully in Converfation, 
the Terror, or Scorn, of all the Company. A 

/A fair Enquirer after Truth will allow a candid 
Hearing to both Sides, aad be as willing to re- 
ceive 
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ceive, as to give, Light. A good Opinion of one's | 
Adverfary, and a civil Ufege, makes a Contro- 
verfy entertaining and inftru&ing > improves 
the Underftanding, and Morals too. But this 
abofive Way of Writing, mingled with Anger 
and Contempt, corrupts Mens Morals more than 
it enlightens their Minds \ and for the moft part 
does fuch an Injury to Charity, as the moft cu- 
rious Dilcoveries, and the greateft Advancement 
in Knowledge, can never com pen fate and make 
amends for. 

Upon the whole therefore, if the Dean will 
but humble himfelf fO far as to accept of- a good 
Office from an Inferior ; for the lake of his own 
£afe, Credit, and Ufefulncfs in the World, I 
would beg him, if poflible, to lower a little his 
Opinion of his own Merit and Excellencies. 
That he may not feel all this Uneafincfs, and 
give the World all this Trouble, every Time he 
fees one whom he fancies to be his Inferior .flip 
by him and get above him : It would certainly be 
Prudence in him to think more fparingly on any 
of his real, or imaginary, Perfe&ions : To liftea 
Jefs greedily to the ill-grounded, if not ill- 
meant, Applaufes of his interefted Friends and 
fawning Dependants. To think of fomething* 
(and as great as he ,is, fure he is not fb perfeft 
as to be able to call to mind nothing) that may 
be fuited to mortify him. If he has nothing 
elfe, yet methinks his having once dropp'd a 

Sentence, that he has too much Senfe to defend, and too 
little Ingenuity to retraft, namely, c Xhat the Spiritual 
4 Cenlures of the Church feldbm take Effe&,*till 
* the other World;' to recoiled this ever and anon, 
' (houldbc enough to convince him, that he is a fal- 
lible 
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lible U$n ; fubied to be milled by Paffion, Pre- 
judice, 4nd Luft of Power, as well as his Neigh- 
bouts. And forafrouch as he profeffes a great 
Veneration for the Example of the blelTed Jefus t 
he would do well and wifely, I think, to have 
the Meeknefs, Lowlinefs and Humility of our 
Saviour's Demeanour frequently in his Eye. 
'lis an Example that needs not to be Vindica- 
ted, but deferves to be universally Imitated. 
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